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This collective documentary covers the Chicago city directories from 1839-1928 with relevant analysis of the William and Julia Rooney family (Michael E. Byczek’s  
3x-great-grandparents).  

Their daughter Kittie A. Rooney married Edward H. Talbot (2x-great-grandparents) and are featured in the corresponding Thomas and Hannah Talbot Family documentary 
(Part 2/3).  

The city directories are not always properly identified through online digitized access to records with multiple versions listed for the same period of years. Therefore, some 
entries might be inaccurate until more research is conducted to verify the precise year and publisher for each version of each directory. 

Only relevant entries are included in this version of the documentary for simplicity. A more enhanced and comprehensive documentary is being compiled. 

Michael E. Byczek has been researching the Chicago city directories since the early 1990s in physical paper format at local archive facilities. He has compiled a vast 
collection of digital copies that range from 1839 to 1928, including digitized White Pages through the 1970s.  

William and Julia Rooney had 11 children: 

 1. Alice Rooney married James O’Connor 
 2. John Rooney married Ellen Butler 
 3. Hugh Rooney (died unmarried in 1881) 
 4. Anna Rooney married Patrick Boucher 
 5. Elizabeth Rooney married Caesar Periolat 
 6. Hannah Rooney married William Brophy 
 7. William Rooney married Mary Mullany 
 8. Mary Rooney married Patrick Riley 
 9. Katherine (Kittie) Rooney married Edward H. Talbot 
 10. Margaret Rooney married John Maher 
 11. Josephine Rooney (died unmarried in 1879) 
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1839 

The 1839 Directory was compiled in 1876. 
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1843 

The Commemorative 1843 Directory was published in 1896 after the success of the 1839 Commemorative Directory. 

William is referred to as a blacksmith and cross-referenced with his date of death. Therefore, something was found when these names were compiled that linked him to 
being a blacksmith.   

It is presumed that O Rooney is Owen (William’s brother) because he was married in Chicago in 1843. It would appear that he was living in Chicago when he first arrived, 
and since William was a blacksmith, perhaps he was also in the city at the time. 
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1844 

It appears that the first published directory was 1844, so it would seem that all directories from this year forward are accurate (versus compiled later).  

It is presumed this is still Owen, the only Rooney in Chicago at the time (William was probably more associated with the farm in Des Plaines, such as on a seasonal basis). 

1845 

Other Rooney names are now showing up. It is presumed Owen is still on Canal. 

1846 

None (Probably because Owen was now in Elk Grove). 
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1847-48 

1848-49 
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1849-1854 

There does not appear to be any Rooney entries. 
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1855 
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1856 
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1857 

Nothing 
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1858 
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1859 

Two different directories for the same year 
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1860 

1859-1860 
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1860-61 

1861-62 
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1862-63 
(There appears to be two different versions) 

There is a high probability that one of these William entries could be Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandfather 
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1863-64 

This is about the time that John got married. 
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1864-65 

There is a William M. Rooney / William Roney who is a carpenter at 165 W. Madison. William used the middle initial M on Division. This is probably a different Owen. 

Version I 

Version II 

Page  of 18 127



1865 

There is still a William as a carpenter. This is also the first year that a Peter shows up. There are two versions. 

Page  of 19 127



1866 

There are now two Williams, with one still a carpenter. William and Owen both have sons William who are about 20 years old. These could be them. There is a version for 
1866-67 (2nd column). There is an Owen Rooney that is associated with Sholto, who is not the right individual. 
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1867-68 

Nothing for William (which could suggest the carpenter went back to the farm). There are two possibilities for John, but the address on Blackhawk also has a Michael 
Rooney, which probably suggests this isn’t the right John. However, Own had a son Michael (could be too young). Periolat is living at 229 N. State and the clothing store 
is Franklin/Lake. Periolat was married in 1867. 

There are two versions. 
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1868 

Nothing for William, which further suggests the earlier entries were very unusual. Periolat is at 229 N. State. Unknown whether the correct Boucher (he was a porter in 
1870). They would have been married about this time. 
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1869 

One of these should be Kittie’s brother John. The address on Black Hawk reappeared, so it’s probably not the right one. Also note that James is spelled Roomey, the same 
way that Kittie was spelled in the 1870 census. Unknown whether the entry for Boucher is correct. They were married about 1868-69. Periolat is at 229 N. State. 

Page  of 23 127



1870 

There is only one John, which suggests this could be the right address (has appeared before). 
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1871 
(Two Versions) 

Note: There is a John at 81 North Ave (with other Rooneys from NY), but may not be Kittie’s brother. 
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Periolat at 7 W. Hinsdale. Note: Clement (the brother that is associated with J. Forsyth). It is presumed that there is only one Patrick Boucher who is a porter (38 William). 
Brophy is added for reference that their house on Division burned in the 1871 fire. 
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1871-72 

Unclear which John is correct. Periolat is at 7 Hinsdale, whereas an earlier William was at 1 Hinsdale. This could just be a coincidence. Boucher is on William (he was a 
porter in the 1870 census). 
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1872 
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1873 
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1874-75 

387 Division is correct, based on later years, but it’s unknown whether this is William (father) or William (son). The unmarried Mary Rooney is a possibility, but there is 
also a Thomas at the same address. There is also a Thomas Rooney (different) at the 307 Whiting address where the misspelled John is listed. 
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1875-76 

Both William and Hugh are selling cigars, with Hugh listed on 5th Av, but it’s unknown whether this is father/son or two brothers. 
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1876-77 

William finished the house on Division in 1876, so this would be the first year that he is listed at that address. Hannah married William Brophy in 1876. 
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1877-78 

This is the first year that the Rooney Building is listed. Also note that William (one of them) is listed for real estate on Division. Hugh is a driver. 
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1878-79 
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1879 

Owen’s wife now in Chicago. As a comparison, the other Owen is still listed.  

Page  of 35 127



1880 

Kittie married Edward Talbot in 1880 (Talbot is a separate documentary). This is the first confirmation that John appears on Archer, and the first confirmation of any 
address after 1871. 
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1881 

Mary married Patrick Riley in 1881. Hugh also died in 1881. 
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1882 

Presumed that C Periolat is the correct entry because his address in 1881 was 339 S. Des Plaines. Riley is probably the bookkeeper in Englewood. 
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1883 

First time that William’s grandchildren are listed (William on Archer, presuming it’s John’s son and not one of the others). Presume Riley is 5922 State. 
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1884 

William died in 1885, but for some reason was not listed in 1884. 
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1885 

Both William and Julia died in 1885. This is the only directory where Julia is listed (after William’s death). 
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1886 

Only relevant names for Archer will be listed. Riley listed on Division. 
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1887 

2982 and 2968 Archer are presumed part of the same collection of buildings.  

Page  of 43 127



1888 

All Periolat are included because it appears that Elizabeth’s son Clement is working at the other Periolat companies.  
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1889 

Unless this is a mistake, the Rooneys were also living across the street on Archer (see 1890 for Hannah Rooney - there could be a coincidence). 
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1890 

This is the address (Rooney) from earlier (Hannah). It may be a coincidence. 
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1891 

The listing for Hannah Brophy is 555 Division. Rooney entries are listed first. 

Rooney Above 

Brophy           Periolat 
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1892 

Left column. Rooney. Right column: Brophy (555 Division) 

Riley 

Periolat 
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1893 

Left: Rooney. Right: Boucher with Periolat and Riley beneath. 
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1894 

Left column is Rooney. Right column: Hannah Brophy (555 Division) and Riley. 
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1895 

Left column: Rooney. Right column: Hannah Brophy (555 Division). Anna Boucher (311 Rush). Riley. 
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1896 

Left Column: Rooney. Right Column: Hannah Brophy (555 Division). Talbot (557 Division). Anna Boucher (924 N. Clark). Riley (584 Division). 
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1897 

Left column: Rooney. Right column: Hannah and Walter Brophy (555 Division). Followed by Boucher. 
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1898 

Left Column: Rooney. Right column: Brophy (555 Division) and Boucher. 

Riley 
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1899 

Left column: Rooney. Right column: Brophy (1057 N. Clark) and Boucher. 

Riley 
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1900 

Left: Rooney. Right: Boucher, Brophy, and Riley. 
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1901 

Left: Rooney 
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1902 

Left: Rooney 
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1903 

Left: Rooney 
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1904 

Left: Rooney 
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1905 

Left: Rooney 
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1906 

Left: Rooney 
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1907 

Left: Rooney 
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1908 

Left: Rooney (could be the first year with James listed at 2970 Archer).  
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1909 

Left: Rooney 
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1910 

Left: Rooney. Right: Talbot (First year that Marie Talbot is listed). 
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1911 

Left: Rooney. Right: Talbot. 
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1912 

Left: Rooney. Right: Talbot 
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1913 

Left: Rooney. Marie Talbot not listed. Neither is Frank Rooney. 
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1914 

Left: Rooney. Right: Talbot 
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1915 

Left: Rooney. Right: Talbot 
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1916 

Left: Rooney. Right: Talbot 
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1917-1922 

Unknown whether any directories exist for these years 
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1923 

All Rooney on this page (Austin probably a mistake for 2970 Archer; Ellen and John is probably meant to be reversed; Thomas is probably the alderman’s son with 34th 
reversed). 
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1923 Continued 

Left: Boucher (can’t pinpoint the correct John). Note: Hannah Brophy died in 1923 and is not listed. Doesn’t appear to be any relevant Brophy listed. Entire Periolat listed 
for simplicity. Riley and McKinley are listed under Boucher (left). 
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Maher Listings 
(More difficult to pinpoint address chronology) 

Married in 1888. 
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1888 
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1889 
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1890 
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1891 
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1892 
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1900 

Edward H. Talbot had been the property manager of the Medinah Temple (237 5th Ave) for about three years. There is a John Maher listed as a superintendent at the same 
building. 
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1923 
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Analysis of Possible William Rooney Addresses 

Street name changes, old addressing system, and maps provide insight into where the William and Julia Rooney may have lived based on Chicago directories. 
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1862-63 Chicago Directory 

 

Note: There are multiple versions for this publication year. One version doesn’t have any William. This version has a misspelling.  
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1863 Legal Description Map 
There are multiple locations relevant for this map. 

Note: Division and Astor is on the lower right of this image. 
Wells is the street to the left of “ADD” in the middle 

1862-63: There is a William at North Side of Sigel West of Franklin (middle left) 
1873-1876: William and Hugh - 387 Division (Between Franklin and Wells) 
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1864-65 Chicago Directory 

 

 

There are two versions of the same publication year. 

Note: William Rooney at 586 Division later used the full name William M. Rooney. Not sure if this is a coincidence, but carpenter is a clue. 
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1875 Street Numbering Guide (Chicago Directory) 

Assuming this was the same numbering system, the address in question was essentially Madison and Halsted. 
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1865 Chicago Directory 

 

 

It is presumed that Peter is Owen Rooney’s son from Mt. Prospect. Later directories suggest that John Rooney (William’s son) and Peter Rooney (Owen’s son) are both 
living near Holy Family Church. 
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.      

1875 Street Guide 

95 Sedgwick was about the middle of Chicago and White. 
97 Judd was about Jefferson 
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1863 Map 

1865: There is a William at 95 Sedgwick (Between Chicago and White - About midway) [Note: Chicago is the street at the bottom] - Level with Hinsdale (on the left) 
1866: There is a William at 1 W. Hinsdale (Starts at Sedgwick - left side of image) 
1867-69: Periolat at 229 N. State (the street bordering pink and purple) between Chestnut and Portland (Presume is Pearson on this map).  
1869-70: Boucher is at 76 E. White (present-day Delaware between Rush and Pine (present day Michigan)). 
1871-72: Periolat at 7 W. Hinsdale 
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1863 Map (Canal is the right most street) 

1865: Peter at 97 Judd (About Jefferson) - Judd is top right corner. Jefferson is one west of Clinton. 
1866:  There is a William at 638 S. Canal (15th St, which appears to be Catherine is this image with Canal on the right edge). 
 Peter is at 547 S. Jefferson (Liberty) 
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1866 Chicago Directory 
 

William: 1 W. Hinsdale 
  638 S. Canal 

Peter:  547 S. Jefferson 

There is a Michael Ronen at 2 W. Hinsdale while there is a William Rooney at 1 W. Hinsdale. It’s possible this is a coincidence, or Owen’s son Michael. 

There is also a Michael at 157 Huron who is also a carpenter.  
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   .   

It is presumed that since Hinsdale became Chestnut by 1875, and the address in 1866 was 1 W. Sedgwick, it would be regular Chestnut, not East Chestnut, which is 
Sedgwick. However, this is unclear. Refer to the earlier map.  

638 S. Canal was 15th St. 

547 S. Jefferson was basically Liberty (between 14th and Maxwell) 
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1867-68 Chicago Directory 

.        

.    

There are two versions of the same publication year (left and right columns).  

Willam: 161 S. Market 
John: 566 Mitchell 
Periolat: 229 N. State 

It is presumed that the John on Blackhawk is a coincidental Rooney family also from New York. More details are needed, but there is another Rooney family associated 
with that name. William’s son John was a teamster in 1870 census (and so was another John from New York associated with the North Ave Rooney family).  
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229 N. State - Between Portland and Chestnut 
566 Mitchell - Between Loomis and Laflin 
161 S. Market - Between Monroe and Adams 
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The leftmost street is Laflin and Loomis is one to the right 
The right most street (full street with “street” written) is Halsted. 

Mitchell is present-day 14th. 

1867-68: There is a John at 566 Mitchell, which is between Loomis and Laflin.  
1868-70: John at 69 Waller (between Maxwell and Hastings) - It is presumed that Frank is Hastings. 
1870: Periolat at Mitchell and Blue Island (Diagonal) 
1873: Periolat at 12th and Loomis-Laflin 
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1867-68: There is a William at 161 S. Market (present day Wacker) - Between Monroe and Adams (Note: not far from Franklin/Lake). 

Page  of 98 127



1868 Chicago Directory 

.      

       

Two possible John Rooney listings: 69 Waller and 78 Blue Island (both are somewhat in the same area). However, the Blue Island is probably not accurate b/c shoemaker. 

Periolat is still at the same address on State. Boucher doesn’t have an address. 
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69 Waller: Between Maxwell and Hastings 
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1869 Chicago Directory 

 

 

 

The two Teamster John Rooney listings appear to be coincidence that both from New York. The 69 Waller is presumed to be the correct John. 

Periolat still at same address. 

Boucher is at 76 E. White (where it is presumed Kittie was working as a piano teacher in the 1870 census). 
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.    

76 E. White - Between Rush and Pine (refer to William Rooney documentary for details) 
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1870 Chicago Directory 

 

 

 

 

Periolat is now at 434 Mitchell (close to Blue Island) 
Boucher still at 76 E. White 
John still at 69 Waller. 
Peter reappears at 134 W. Harrison 
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134 W. Harrison is basically Jefferson. 
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1871-72 Chicago Directory 

 

 

Refer to Hinsdale on the above map/details 
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Presume 38 William (Boucher) is Aberdeen, versus Central Park 

Note: Can’t find William on a map (at this point). There were multiple William Streets, one being 14th. It’s presumed (speculation) that 38 William was 14th and 
Aberdeen. That assumes Aberdeen existed at 14th.  
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1873 Chicago Directory 

 

 

702 W. 14th (from above numbering guide) - Paulina (Note: They stay there for several years) 
602 W. 12th St - Between Loomis and Laflin 
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1874-75 Chicago Directory 

 

Confirmed that William and Hugh Rooney at 387 Division, but cannot be sure whether it’s the father or son. 
(Between Franklin and Wells) 

Note: The same address for 1875-76.  

There is another William on Blue Island, but by this time it could be anybody. 
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387 Division 
(Between Franklin and Wells) 

 The 1909 Renumbering converted 387 Division to 230 W. Division  
 (presuming the addresses stayed the same over time). 
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1886 Robinson Map 

387 Division is just west of Wells (street on right) and on the north side of Division 
Since they were living here after the Fire, it is presumed that this is the building in which they lived. 
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Proximity of 387 Division between Sedgwick (left) and Wells (right) 
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1892 Rascher’s Map 

Wells is on the right side 
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387 Division with Franklin on the left (street doesn’t touch Division present day) 
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1910 Sanborn Map 

According to 1909 Renumbering, 387 became 230 which appears correct because of the side driveway 
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1857 Birds Eye Map 
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Delaware and Rush 
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Division and Astor 
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Division between Sedgwick and Wells 
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Area around 1 W Hinsdale Location 
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1868 Birds Eye Map 
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Division is the main street on the right of image (horse in the intersection at State St). 
Division and Wells is near the top right corner of image.  

Difficult to make exact position because of streets not drawn perfectly.  
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The church at lower left of image is corner of Dearborn and Delaware 
Main street on right-most of image is Division 

Bridge at top (left of middle) is Chicago Ave (see below for reference) 
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1857 Map showing location of Hinsdale and Sedgwick in proximity to Chicago Ave Bridge 
(Hinsdale is red lettered street in center of image). 
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Arrow appears to be best estimate for 1 W. Hinsdale 
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Zoom View 
(Note the dome structure on Chicago Ave) 
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Delaware and Rush 
Periolat was living at State and Chestnut (Chestnut is the street left of the rectangular building following State St) 
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Additional Information 

William Rooney and Julia Phelan are Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Kittie A. Rooney (2x-great-grandmother) married Edward H. Talbot in 
Chicago at Holy Name Cathedral in 1880. Their daughter Marie T. Talbot (great-grandmother) married Martin J. Flanagan at Holy Name Cathedral in 1922, the same 
church where her parents were married in 1880. Their daughter Marie C. Flanagan (grandmother) married Michael S. Byczek at St. Bridget’s in the Bridgeport 
neighborhood in 1950. Their son Michael M. Byczek (father) married Betty A. Bykowski in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two 
children, Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood.  

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Talbot and Rooney families for over 30 years. He has gathered an extensive collection of documents. This 
compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy for William Rooney and Julia Phelan. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 

2nd Edition: March 7, 2026 
1st Edition: July 5, 2025 

michael@byczek.pro 
https://michaelbyczek.pro 
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