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Adalbert (Wojciech) Byczek and Catherine (Katarzyna) Czarny were married in 1874 in the Catholic church located in Osobnica in southeastern Poland near Jasło. They 
were both born in Osobnica on neighboring farms. Adalbert was born in 1846 and Catherine in 1851. The parents of Adalbert Byczek were Jacob (Jakub) Byczek and 
Catherine (Katarzyna) Dybas from House #118 in Osobnica. Catherine Czarny’s parents were Paul (Paweł) Czarny and Marianna Paluch from House #117.  

Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny had nine known children, all born at House #118 in Osobnica: 

Child    Date of Birth  Godparents         Notes 

Stillborn Baby   1876            Not verified, but presumed correct 
Martin (Marcin)   9/12/1877  John Watroba and Marianna Czarny (wife of Antoni)   Settled in Chicago, IL 
John (Jan)   12/26/1879  John Watroba (?) and Agatha Czajka (wife of Frank)   Settled in Chicago, IL 
Joseph (Józef)   2/28/1883  Michael Bartus and Anna Majcher (wife of Peter) 
Jacob (Jakub)   7/8/1885  Jacob (illegible last name) and Maria (?) Kwilosz (wife of Thomas) Settled in Chicago, IL 
Andrew (Andrzej)   11/20/1887  Michael Bartus and Anna Majcher (wife of Peter) 
Peter (Piotr)   6/22/1890  Andrew Stygar and Marianna Kwilosz (wife of Thomas)   House #448 (presumed an error) 
Louis (Ludwik)   8/7/1893  John Bragiel (?) and Sophia Kwilosz (wife of Stanislaw)   Died when 6 days old 
Lawrence (Wawrzyniec)  8/7/1893  Michael Budziak and Marianna Kwilosz (wife of Thomas)  Died when 5 days old 

At least three of their children (Martin, John, and Jacob) settled in Chicago, IL as adults. They joined their uncle John Byczek, aunt Hedwig (Byczek) Gnatek, and several 
relatives from the Byczek and Czarny families. 

Their son Martin Byczek married Maryanna (Marianna) Dudek in 1907 after settling in Chicago. They are Michael E. Byczek’s great-grandparents. Martin’s uncle  
John (Jan) Byczek (Adalbert’s brother) was married to Maryanna’s aunt Magdalena Król.  

The death records of Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny have not been verified. It is presumed that they are buried at the Osobnica Catholic parish cemetery.  

The last verified document for the family in Osobnica was the death of their twin sons Louis and Lawrence in 1893. Their sons Martin, John, and Jacob began to relocate 
to Chicago, IL in 1903, the same year that Adalbert’s mother Catherine (Dybas) Byczek passed away in Osobnica. Research is ongoing to verify whether the three brothers 
lived in the nearby neighboring villages of Ryglice and Bistuszowa (about 21 miles from Osobnica) prior to their arrival in the United States. Jacob Byczek is verified to 
have lived in Ryglice when he departed Poland for Chicago, which is listed in his naturalization documents. The passenger lists for Martin and John have not been verified. 
However, the best candidate passenger records both list villages that were written similarly to Bistuszowa, which is immediately adjacent to Ryglice. It is unknown 
whether their parents Adalbert and Catherine, or other brothers (Joseph, Andrew, and Peter) remained in Osobnica during this time period. It does not appear that either 
Adalbert or Catherine traveled to Chicago, but the names Joseph, Andrew, and Peter appear in records for the Bridgeport neighborhood.  
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Baptism of Adalbert Byczek - House #118 Osobnica 
Born on 11/24/1846 

Godparents: Gregory Byczek and looks like Sophia (wife of Adalbert) Watroba 
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Baptism of Catherine Czarny - House #117 Osobnica 
Born on 7/28/1851 

Godparents: Illegible. Doesn't look like family surnames (first names are Paul and Catherine) 
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Marriage of Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny - Listed as House #118 Osobnica 
Married on 11/24/1874 

Witnesses: Antonius Czarny and the other looks like Bartholomew Kapanowski ?. 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Osobnica 
Parafia pw. św. Stanisława BM w Osobnicy 

Source: https://parafiaosobnica.pl 
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Children of Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Stillborn Baby 

 

Transcript of a stillbirth 
It is presumed to be the correct family at House #118, but the original record has not yet been obtained 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl/ 
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Martin 

 
           

Baptism of Martin Byczek 
Born on 9/12/1877 - House #118 Osobnica 
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1907 Marriage License of Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek 
Chicago, IL 
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1907 Church Record for Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek 
St. Mary of Perpetual Help - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 

Maryanna's mother was listed as Sophia instead of Victoria.  
This could be a misunderstanding or phonetic error because her grandmother (Victoria's mother) was Sophia. 
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1963 Death Certificate for Martin Byczek. 
Chicago, IL 
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Obituary for Martin Byczek 
Chicago Tribune - May 19, 1963 
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John 

 

Baptism of John Byczek  
Born on 12/26/1879 - House #118 Osobnica 
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1904 Marriage License 
Chicago, IL 
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1904 Marriage Record 
St. Mary of Perpetual Help - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 

One of the witnesses was Andrew Byczek 
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Joseph 

 

Baptism of Joseph Byczek 
Born on 2/28/1883 - House #118 Osobnica  

Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 16 27



Jacob 

 

Baptism of Jacob Byczek 
Born on 7/8/1885 - House #118 Osobnica 

Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 17 27



 

1912 Marriage License 
Chicago, IL 
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1912 Marriage Record 
St. Barbara - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 
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Andrew 

 

Baptism of Andrew Byczek 
Born on 11/20/1887 - House #118 Osobnica 
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Peter 

 

Baptism of Peter Byczek 
Born on 6/22/1890 - House #448 Osobnica  

The address may be an error and intended to be #118. 
Adalbert’s mother was listed as Catherine with a different maiden name, which may suggest errors were made 
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Twins Louis and Lawrence 

 

Baptism of Louis and Lawrence Byczek (twins) 
Born on 8/7/1893 - House #118 Osobnica 
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Death records for the twins 
House #118 Osobnica 

Lawrence died on the 8/12/1893 
Louis died the following day (8/13/1893) 
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Genealogical Coincidences 

The Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny family in Osobnica is a perfect example of the due diligence necessary in genealogical research. In 1873, one year before their 
marriage, there was another wedding at the same church in Osobnica for a different Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny.  

This “other” Adalbert Byczek was born about 1851 compared to 1846. His parents were Gregory Byczek and Frances Lesniak. The “other” Catherine Czarny was born 
about 1852 compared to 1851. Her parents were Thomas Czarny and Marianna Kwilosz. The marriage was listed for House #184 in Osobnica. Both families had children 
born and baptized in Osobnica during the same period of years.  

The most crucial fact to consider is that members from both families relocated to Chicago, IL. The “other” Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny traveled to Chicago 
together with their children. The family that is the subject of this documentary (Michael E. Byczek’s 2x-great-grandparents) had at least three sons (Martin, John, and 
Jacob) who settled in Chicago at the same time that the other family lived in the city. At first glance, it might appear that these records refer to a single family. It remains 
unknown exactly how the two families are related.  

 

1873 Marriage of Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny 
Osobnica 

The marriage was listed under House #184 
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1895 Death Record of Wojciech Byczek - St. Stanislaus Kostka (Chicago, IL) 

Parents listed as Gregory Byczek and Frances Lesniak from Osobnica 
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1924 Transcript of Catherine (Czarny) Byczek’s Death Certificate - Chicago, IL 
Source: familysearch.org 

Parents were listed as Thomas and Mary Czarny from Jaslo 
Husband was Albert (a common error for Adalbert) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. Research and analysis have been 
published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in 
September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny are Michael E. Byczek’s 2x-great-grandparents. Their son Martin Byczek (great-grandfather) married Maryanna Dudek in  
Chicago, IL at St. Mary of Perpetual Help in the Bridgeport neighborhood in 1907. Their son Michael S. Byczek (grandfather) married Marie Flanagan in 1950 at  
St. Bridget’s in Bridgeport. Their eldest child Michael M. Byczek (father) married Betty A. Bykowski in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They  
have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood.  

Osobnica is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Jasło, within Jasło County, Subcarpathian Voivodeship, in south-eastern Poland. 

michael@byczek.pro 
https://michaelbyczek.pro 
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