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Martin Frank Byczek and Maryanna Dudek were married on 9/25/1907 at St. Mary of Perpetual Help in the Bridgeport neighborhood of Chicago, IL. Martin was 30 and 
Maryanna was 19 years old.  

Martin was the son of Adalbert Byczek and Catherine Czarny. He was born on 9/12/1877 in Osobnica in southeastern Poland (Subcarpathian Voivodeship) and was 
baptized at the Catholic church located in the same village.  

He was born on the same farm as his father Adalbert Byczek in 1846 and grandfather Jacob Byczek in 1809. The land had been owned by the family of Martin’s  
great-grandmother Lucy Kwilosz. The Byczek family acquired ownership through Lucy’s marriage to Martin’s great-grandfather Joachim Byczek in 1804. The ownership 
chronology of the farm prior to Joachim and Lucy’s marriage is unclear.  

Maryanna was the daughter of Adalbert Dudek and Victoria Krol. She was born on 1/16/1888 in Zagorze within the Przeczyca Catholic Parish where she was baptized 
(also in Subcarpathian Voivodeship). Zagorze and Osobnica are located approximately 18 miles apart.  

She was born on the same farm as her father Adalbert Dudek in 1864. The land had been owned by Maryanna’s great-grandfather Mathias Krol (two different Krol 
branches), who was born on the farm in 1790. His mother Sophia Lacki (Maryanna’s 2x-great-grandmother) was associated with ownership of the land, but the exact 
chronology is unclear. The Krol family acquired ownership through the marriage of Mathias Krol to Sophia Lacki in 1789. The Dudek family acquired ownership through 
the marriage of Maryanna’s grandparents Marianna Krol and Gregory Dudek in 1844.  

Martin Byczek joined several members of his family in Chicago, IL in 1903 having traveled through the port in Baltimore, MD. His paternal uncle John Byczek and 
paternal aunt Hedwig Byczek both lived in the Bridgeport neighborhood. Martin’s brother John Byczek had also just arrived in Bridgeport. There was a large number of 
relatives and friends from Osobnica who settled near Hillock between Fuller and Bonfield. Martin’s brother Jacob Byczek arrived afterwards to join the family. 

Maryanna Dudek joined two of her maternal aunts Thecla and Magdalena Krol around 1905, who had also settled in Bridgeport near Hillock (along with other relatives). 
Her brothers John and Stanley Dudek both lived with the Byczek family on Short Street in the 1910s. 

Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek met through their families. Martin’s uncle John Byczek married Maryanna’s aunt Magdalena Krol. They lived at 2818 Short Street. 
Martin and Maryanna lived with their aunt and uncle after the wedding in 1907 and later purchased the two-flat next door at 2816 Short.  

Martin Byczek spent most of his career working in the lumber industry, including companies on the Chicago River near Loomis.  

Martin and Maryanna operated a small farm in northwest Indiana during the 1940s. Several members of the family traveled back and forth between Bridgeport and the 
farm in Indiana.  

Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek had ten children, all born in the Bridgeport neighborhood of Chicago, IL: 

Page  of 1 86



Child    Birth / Baptism Location   Godparents      

Louis Lawrence Byczek  6/21/1908 - St. Mary of Perpetual Help  John Byczek (either Martin’s brother or uncle) and Tecla Krzywda (Maryanna’s aunt)   
Walter Joseph Byczek  5/17/1910 - St. Mary of Perpetual Help  Joseph Byczek (Martin had a brother & cousin Joseph) and Agatha Tomczyk (unknown) 
Victoria M. Byczek  3/15/1912 - St. Barbara    John Kurek and Catherine Alfons (unknown) 
Frank Byczek   1/13/1914 - St. Barbara    Michael Gliwa and Catherine _achuik [illegible] (unknown)   
George Martin Byczek  10/21/1915 - St. Barbara   John Tomczyk and Antonina Dudek (presumedly Maryanna’s brother John’s wife) 
Michael Stanley Byczek  8/3/1917 - St. Barbara    John Dwojak (friend/tenant) and Maria Kurek (unknown) 
Anthony Byczek  9/10/1919 - St. Barbara    Andrew Kuchta and Catherine Kmiecik (both may be relatives) 
John M. Byczek   6/18/1922 - St. Barbara    Stanislaus Dudek (Maryanna’s brother) and Antorina Dudek (presume John’s wife) 
Stephanie Byczek  5/25/1925 - St. Barbara    John Dwojak (see above) and Frances Pieta        
Anna Delores Byczek  5/19/1928 - St. Barbara    Francis Krywda (Maryanna’s cousin) and Angela Dudek (presume Stanley’s wife)  

Their son Frank passed away when he was 11 months old. Their daughters Stephanie and Anna passed away when they were 2 years old and 7 months old, respectively. 

Their son Michael S. Byczek married Marie Flanagan in 1950 at St. Bridget’s in Bridgeport. They are Michael E. Byczek’s grandparents. 

St. Barbara opened on Throop Street between Archer and Lyman in 1914. Baptisms took place in the present-day school on Quinn prior to completion of the church. It was 
common for Polish families from St. Mary of Perpetual Help to join the new St. Barbara. St. Mary of Perpetual Help is located on 32nd St near Morgan. The original 
location was the northeast corner of Lyman and Farrell during the 1880s. Michael S. and Marie Byczek later purchased the property where they lived and operated a tavern 
and banquet hall during the 1960s and 1970s, but it was not the same building. 

There is a unique connection between the Byczek family and Bonfield Street in the Bridgeport neighborhood of Chicago. Bonfield Street is three blocks in length from 
Hillock to 31st St. 

Martin and Maryanna Byczek lived at 2734 S. Bonfield St. during the 1930s. Martin lived at 2726 S. Hillock Ave. after Maryanna’s death in 1949 through the early 1960s. 
The building is located at the T-intersection with Bonfield Street.  

Their son and daughter-in-law Michael S. and Marie Byczek lived at 2917 S. Bonfield St. after the wedding in 1950, where their eldest child Michael M. Byczek was born. 
The family moved next door at 2921 S. Bonfield St. where they resided for the next few years. Michael M. Byczek returned to Bonfield Street in 1979 when he and his 
wife Betty Byczek purchased a two-flat located at 2939 S. Bonfield, where their children Michael E. Byczek and Katherine S. Byczek were born. Michael S. and Marie 
Byczek lived in the building during the 1980s and 1990s. As of 2025, Michael M. and Betty Byczek still reside in the same building after 46 years along with their son 
Michael E. Byczek.  

Several other Byczek families lived on Bonfield Street throughout the decades, including Martin’s aunt Hedwig (Byczek) Gnatek in the 1910s. Martin’s uncle Paul Byczek 
traveled to Chicago multiple times, including once to visit his sister Hedwig on Hillock and Bonfield. Paul would have shared these experiences, such as his impressions of 
Bonfield Street, with Martin’s family who remained in Osobnica. 

All three generations of Michael Byczek have a Bonfield Street birth certificate. Maryanna (Dudek) Byczek filed a delayed birth certificate for her son Michael S. Byczek 
in 1935 while the family lived at 2734 S. Bonfield. The address for her grandson Michael M. Byczek’s birth certificate was 2917 S. Bonfield in 1951. Her great-grandson 
Michael E. Byczek’s birth certificate was 2939 S. Bonfield in 1980.  

Maryanna passed away on 1/27/1949 while living on the family farm in Roselawn, IN (Newton County). Martin passed away on 5/17/1963 while living with his son 
Michael S. Byczek at 2520 Stark in Bridgeport. Martin and Maryanna Byczek are buried together in their family plot at Resurrection Cemetery in Justice, IL along with 
their children Michael S., Anthony, Stephanie, and Anna.  
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1877 Baptism of Martin Byczek 
Osobnica (Osobnica Parish) 
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1888 Baptism of Maryanna Dudek 
Zagorze (Przeczyca Parish) 
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1907 Marriage License for Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek 
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1907 Church Record for Martin Byczek and Marianna Dudek (St. Mary of Perpetual Help) 

Maryanna listed her mother as Sophia, instead of Victoria.  
Could just be a misunderstanding, because Maryanna’s grandmother (Victoria’s mother) was Sophie [Her mother’s mother]. 
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St. Mary of Perpetual Help - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 
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1949 Death Certificate for Maryanna (Dudek) Byczek from Rensselaer in Jasper County, Indiana while living in Roselawn, Newton County  
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Article that Mary Byczek of Rose Lawn was admitted to Jasper County Hospital 
Journal and Courier - 7/13/1948 

Note: Maryanna’s death certificate stated that her doctor began attending her in July 1948 
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.      

Left: Article that Mary Byczek was discharged from the hospital 
Journal and Courier - 10/5/1948 

Right: Article that Mary Byczek was admitted to the Jasper County Hospital 
Journal and Courier - 1/18/1949 

Note: She died nine days later at the Hospital 
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   Obituary 
   Dziennik Chicagoski (1/29/1949) 
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Former site of the funeral home for Maryanna (Dudek) Byczek 
Archer and Farrell - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 
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1963 Death Certificate for Martin Byczek. 
Living at 2520 Stark Street 
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Obituary for Martin Byczek 
Chicago Tribune - May 19, 1963 
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Former site of the funeral home for Martin Byczek 
Throop and Lyman - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 

The Michael S. and Marie Byczek Tavern and Banquet Hall was located directly across from the rear of the funeral home on Lyman. 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 
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Burial Index Cards 
Resurrection Cemetery (Justice, IL) 
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Gravestones - Resurrection Cemetery (Justice, IL) 
Third-party user photos uploaded to findagrave.com 

Michael E. Byczek is the current “Find a Grave” administrator for Martin and Maryanna Byczek along with their children Michael S., Anthony, Frank, Anna, & Stephanie 
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Children of Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek 

Representative documents are explained below. 
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Frank 

 

1914 Baptism for Frank Byczek (son of Martin Byczek and Marianna Dudek) from St. Barbara 
Godparents are Michael Gliwa and Catherine __achuik (illegible) 

 

1914 Death Index for Frank Byczek from St. Barbara 

Page  of 19 86



 

1914 Death Certificate for Frank Byczek - Version 1 
They were living at 1364 Fuller. 
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A second copy of Frank’s death certificate 
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Burial Index - Resurrection Cemetery (Justice, IL) 
Frank was, and still is, within a temporary grave. He was never relocated. 
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Michael 
 

 1917 Baptism for Michael S. Byczek from St. Barbara 
   

 Godparents are John Dwojak and Maria Kurek  
 (both unknown other than Dwojak was living with them on Hillock at one point) 
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1935 Delayed Birth Certificate 
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Filed in 1935. They were living at 1362 Fuller when Michael born (unless a mistake for 1364) and 2734 Bonfield in 1935 
Maryanna filled out the form and did not mention Frank’s birth or death (lists 5 children without any deceased) 
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Anthony 

 
1919 Baptism for Anthony from St. Barbara 

Godparents are Andrew Kuchta (possibly a Byczek relative from Osobnica) and  
Catherine Kmiecik (possibly a Byczek relative) 
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John 
 

1922 Baptism for John from St. Barbara 
Godparents are Stanislaus Dudek (Marianna’s brother, presumed) and  

Antorina Dudek (her brother John’s wife was Antonina/Antoinette) 

Page  of 27 86



 

1922 Birth Certificate for John Byczek - Filed at time of birth 
They were living at 2816 Short, but the birth is reported at 2868 Hillock (where they had been living in 1920 census) 

Maryanna included Frank’s birth and death in total number of children 
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Stephanie 
 

1925 Baptism for Stephanie from St. Barbara 
Godparents are John Dwojak and Frances Pieta  

(both unknown, other than Dwojak was living with them on Hillock at one point) 
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1927 Death for Stephanie Byczek. Living at 2816 Short.  
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Burial Index - Resurrection Cemetery (Justice, IL) 
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Anna 

Baptism for Anna from St. Barbara 
Godparents are Francis Krzywda, Marianna’s cousin, and  

Angela Dudek (presume it might be her brother Stanley’s wife) 
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1928 Birth for Anna Dolores Byczek (daughter of Martin Byczek and Marianna Dudek) - Filed at time of birth 
They were living at 2816 Short.  

Maryanna is listed as having 9 total children, which should be 10 and that three are dead. Either this is an error, or there is another deceased unknown baby. 
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1928 Death Certificate for Anna Byczek. 
They were living at 2816 Short. 
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Burial Index for Resurrection Cemetery (Justice, IL) 
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St. Barbara - Bridgeport (Chicago, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2022. 
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Martin Byczek Naturalization Documents 

1. Declaration of Intention - Filed 1/30/1919 

 Living at 2859 Hillock 
 Laborer 
 Entered Baltimore on 12/18/1903 
 5 foot 6 inches, 168 pounds, black hair, blue eyes 
 Date of Birth: 11/10/1878 (Jaslo Austria) 

2. Petition for Naturalization - Filed 12/3/1925 and approved on 4/26/1926 (oath of allegiance) 

 Name spelled Byczak 
 Living at 2816 Short 
 Laborer 
 Date of Birth 11/15/1879 (Jaslo Poland) 
 Left Bremen Germany on 12/5/1903 and arrived at Baltimore 12/18/1903 
 Arrived in Illinois on 12/20/1903 
 Lists names and ages of all children 
 Witnesses: Andrew Kuchta (2820 Short) and Otto Senerius (1404 Fuller) 

3. Preliminary Form for Petition for Naturalization - Also filed 12/3/1925 

 Mother’s name: Katrizyna Antrnia 
 Coming to see John Byczek - 2805 Short 
 Wife Mary was born in Jaslo Poland on 8/20/1887 
 Speaks English 
 Originally had George Kosiek as a witness - 2874 Hillock (looks like 2874) 

4. Certificate of Naturalization 

 5 foot 10 inches, brown hair, brown eyes 
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Declaration of Intention Filed January 30, 1919 
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Petition for Naturalization (page 1) - Filed 12/3/1925 
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Petition for Naturalization (page 2) 
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Index Card 
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Index Card 
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Preliminary Form for Petition for Naturalization (page 1) 
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Preliminary Form for Petition for Naturalization (page 2) 
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Certificate of Naturalization 
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Social Security 

 

Working at White Pine Lumber Company - 2416 Loomis 

There must have been a misunderstanding, such as if one of his children was acting as translator 
Whoever answered the questions, identified his/her mother and father as if Martin’s parents 
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Census 

1910:  2818 Short [Martin written as Michael] 

 John Dudek, Maryanna’s brother, living with them 

1920:  2868 Hillock 

 John Dwojak, twice a godfather, living with them 

1930: 2816 Short 

1940: 2816 Short 

1950: 2726 Hillock 
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1910 Census - 2818 Short 
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1910 Census - Zoom 
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1920 Census - 2868 Hillock 
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1920 Census - Zoom (first part) 
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1920 Census - Zoom Part 2 
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1930 Census - 2816 Short 
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1930 Census - Zoom 
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1940 Census - 2816 Short 
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1940 Census Zoom - Part 1 

 

 

Page  of 56 86



1940 Census Zoom - Part 2 
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1950 Census - 2726 Hillock 
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1950 Census - Zoom 
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Possible Immigration for Martin Byczek 

There is an illegible Byczek with a first name that looks like Martin who arrived in Baltimore on 11/26/1903. Ship departed Bremen, but the date is illegible. 

Martin listed on naturalization that he left Bremen Germany on 12/5/1903 and arrived at Baltimore 12/18/1903. 

On the naturalization papers, he listed that John Byczek on Short St was his contact person. The Baltimore passenger list shows that the illegible Byczek was coming to 
Chicago to see John Byczek with an illegible address (looks like Short). 

Martin's brother Jacob stated his last foreign residence prior to arrival in Chicago was Ryglice, Poland. This village is about 21 miles north of Osobnica and 10 miles from 
Zagorze, where Maryanna Dudek was from.  

Martin and his brother John's passenger list entries have not been confirmed, but based on naturalization papers there is only one viable candidate for each. 

Both Martin and John (given these best candidate entries) list the same village (illegible, but both look like Bistuszowa). This village is immediately adjacent to Ryglice.  

Therefore, it is possible that all three brothers were living in or near Ryglice/Bistuszowa prior to traveling to Chicago.  

This common factor suggests a strong possibility that the passenger list for Martin Byczek is correct. 

Maryanna Dudek’s passenger list has not been found, but those for both of her brothers has been verified. 
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Zoom View (left part) 
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Zoom view (right part) 
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Passenger List Index Card 
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Employment History 

Laborer at Lumber Yard    1910 [Census] 
Laborer      1912 [Victoria Birth Certificate] 
Laborer      1917 [Michael Birth Certificate / Filed in 1935] 
Laborer      1919 [Declaration of Naturalization] 
Trucker (Glue Factory)     1920 [Census] 
Laborer      1922 [John Byczek Birth Certificate] 
Laborer      1925 [Petition for Naturalization] 
Laborer      1928 [Anna Birth Certificate] 
Laborer      1928 [Chicago Directory] 
Laborer at Soap Factory    1930 [Census] 
White Pine Lumber Company (2416 Loomis)  1937 [Social Security Application] 
Not Working      1940 [Census] 
Lumber Handler (Retail Lumber)   1950 [Census] 
Retired Laborer (Lumber Company)   1963 [Death Certificate] 
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Address Chronology 

Martin Byczek arrived in Chicago in 1903 and appears to have went straight to Short Street. Otherwise, it is unknown where Martin lived until the 1910 census. 

1910:   2818 Short   [census] 
1912:   2816 Short   [daughter Victoria's birth] 
1914:   1364 Fuller   [son Frank's death] 
1917:   1362 Fuller   [son Michael's delayed birth certificate filed in 1935] 
1919:   2859 Hillock   [Declaration for citizenship] 
1919-1921: Owned 2868 Hillock 
1922-1947:  Owned 2816 Short  [may not have lived continuously in the building] 
1935:   2734 Bonfield   [Maryanna (Dudek) Byczek used this address when filing her son Michael's delayed birth certificate] 
1940s:  Indiana    Farm located in Roselawn, IN (Newton County) 
1950s:   2726 Hillock   [1950 census] 
1963:   2520 Stark   [living with son Michael when he died] 

Martin’s brother John Byczek lived at 1364 Fuller. 

The dates above represent the corresponding documents, even through the family lived at an address for more than just that particular year. 
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2816 Short - Chicago, IL 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2022.  
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2816 Short with the original 2818 Short next door (left side of image) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 1993. 

Page  of 68 86



 

1362 Fuller - Chicago, IL 
Building is located on the corner of Fuller and Short 

2816 Short is a few houses down the block (towards the right of this image) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2022. 
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1364 and 1362 Fuller 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2022. 
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2868 Hillock - Chicago, IL 
Two-flat with green siding along with empty lot with the tree 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2022. 
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Present-day 2859 Hillock Ave.  
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2022. 
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2734 Bonfield - Chicago, IL 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2022. 
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2726 Hillock Ave - Chicago, IL 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2022. 
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2520 Stark - Chicago, IL 
Recent redevelopment of the area 

2520 Stark was approximately the center of the white fencing.  
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2022. 
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Indiana Farm 

The 1950 Census for Anthony Byczek has a cryptic notation about where the farm was located. It would appear to be located on County Line Road as the first house on the 
left north of Roselawn. That would indicate the farm was located outside Roselawn, but still had a Roselawn address. For this reason, the exact location cannot be verified. 

There are two comments about the census notation. One refers to traveling south on County Line Road. The other refers to “north” of Roselawn on County Line Road.  

Anthony Byczek was listed as the “1st house on the left”. This ambiguous comment requires more information about which direction the census taker was walking. If 
north, left means west. If walking south, left would mean east of County Line Road.  

The best guess for the census notation was walking north. Therefore, the house was located west of County Line Road north of Roselawn. 
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1950 Census - Newton County, Indiana 
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Zoom on census sheet with commentary about the location of Anthony Byczek’s farm 
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1937 Map of Newton County showing location of houses 
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Lincoln Township of Newton County (Indiana) 
Roselawn is located in the mid-right 

The dots represent buildings 

The best candidate for the Byczek farm is within 
the square marked `36` along the right line near the top 

If the census taker was walking north on County Line Road, 
the red line, the first house on the left that was 
north of Roselawn would have been the lower 

of the two dots left of the red line in the ’36’ box. 

The horizontal line below the ’36’ box with the large 
collection of dots (buildings) should have been the northern 

border of Roselawn.  

Therefore, the first dot north of that line, would have 
been Anthony Byczek’s farm.  

However, alternate interpretations of the 1950 census 
would result in different locations of the farm.  

i.e. walking north or south 

Page  of 80 86



 

Google Map (left) compared to 1937 map (right) 
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Aerial View that approximately shows the location of the two dots left of the red line 
The best guess for the Byczek farm is the bottom of the two dots (the dot left of the `1` on opposite sides of the red line) 
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Google 3D View 

The best guess for the location of the Byczek farm house is opposite/above to the house on the left 
The building titled “Judi Bloomers’ would be the top of the two dots from the 1937 map 

The bottom of the two dots would be the spot where the two different shades of land appear 
The bottom dot would have been torn down across the street from where the new house was built (top versus bottom of the County Rd on left portion of image) 
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History of Polish Families in Bridgeport 

The 75th Anniversary Book for St. Mary of Perpetual Help (excerpt shown below) paid tribute to the earliest Polish families who settled in the Bridgeport neighborhood of 
Chicago beginning in the 1860s. The surname Byczek was honored amongst the original Polish pioneers of Bridgeport with origins of 1870-71.  

Martin Byczek’s paternal uncle John Byczek and paternal aunt Hedwig Byczek arrived in Bridgeport during the 1870s or 1880s. They were associated with other Byczek 
families in the neighborhood. Several of the Polish families that were listed amongst the earliest settlers of Bridgeport have genealogical ties to Martin Byczek and 
Maryanna Dudek, including the Kwilosz, Paluch, Maziarka, and Czarny surnames.  

The 75th Anniversary book for the church also described the original location on Lyman and Farrell.  
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Additional Information 

Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek are Michael E. Byczek’s great-grandparents. Their son Michael S. Byczek (grandfather) married Marie Flanagan in 1950 at 
St. Bridget’s in Bridgeport. Their eldest child Michael M. Byczek (father) married Betty A. Bykowski in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have 
two children, Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Byczek and Dudek families in Chicago, IL for over the past 30 or more years. He has gathered an extensive 
collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy for Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 

7/21/2025 

michael@byczek.pro 
https://michaelbyczek.pro 

Copyright © 2025. Michael E. Byczek. All Rights Reserved.
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