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Lawrence (Wawrzyniec) Bykowski and Martha (Marta) Januszewski (Marciana/Marcjanna Januszewska) were married in 1871 at 
the Catholic Church located in Świerczyn (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship of Poland).  

Martha was the daughter of Frank (Franciszek) Januszewski and Sophia Sawienski (Zofia Sawa/Sawienski). She was born in 1848 
in Głuszynek (Świerczyn Parish). Martha was baptized as Marcjanna, which translates to Marciana. She was identified by the 
names of Marcjanna and Marianna throughout her life in Poland. However, her son Joseph Bykowski (great-grandfather) 
identified his parents as Lawrence Bykowski and Martha Januszewski on a federal document that was filed in Chicago, IL. This 
was the only known document with her name from outside Poland, and the only known English-language document identifying 
her. It is unclear whether Martha was a phonetic mistake or her preferred name. For genealogical purposes, she is remembered as 
Martha with full recognition of her formal baptism name of Marciana.  

A clue about the Martha/Marciana discrepancy is that her eldest known sister was baptized as Sophia but used the name Teophila. 
When Teophila got married in 1856, the priest actually altered her baptized name as Teofil instead of Zofia on the extract. The 
original baptism record was not corrected, as might have been done if an error was detected. Otherwise the documents (original 
baptism and extract for the wedding) were identical. Since one sister is verified to have used two completely different names 
(Sophia versus Theophila), it is equally reasonable that another sister did the same (Marciana versus Martha). Another daughter, 
Marianna, died in infancy. Martha and her parents may not have liked using the same name as the deceased child. 

Lawrence was the son of Stanley (Stanisław) Bykowski and Anna Malek. He was born in 1849 in Świętosławice (Brdów Parish in 
Greater Poland Voivodeship). Świętosławice was located along the Voivodeship borders of Kuyavian-Pomeranian and Greater 
Poland. The Brdów Church is located in Greater Poland while Świętosławice is on the Kuyavian-Pomeranian side of the border. 

Lawrence Bykowski and Martha Januszewski had six known children, all born in Miałkie within the Świerczyn Parish: 

Child    Birth  Notes 

Josephine (Józefa)  1872  Died in 1875 
Joseph (Józef)   1876  Died in 1879 
Frank (Franciszek)  1879 
Joseph (Józef)   1882 
Marianna   1884 
Victoria  (Wiktoria)  1887 

Their son Joseph Bykowski married Margaret (Małgorzata) Piotrowski in 1907 in Witowo. They are Michael E. Byczek’s great-
grandparents who later settled in Chicago, IL after their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) was born in 1908.  

Lawrence Bykowski passed away in 1891 while living in Miałkie.  

Martha Januszewski was a widow when she married Lawrence Bykowski in 1871. She was previously married to Martin (Marcin) 
Tomaszewski. The wedding took place in 1869 at the Świerczyn church. They had one known daughter, Marianna Tomaszewski, 
born in 1870 in Miałkie. Martin Tomaszewski died in Miałkie in 1871.  

Shortly after Lawrence Bykowski’s death, in 1892, Martha (Januszewski) Bykowski married Joseph (Józef) Kuczek/Kucek at the 
Świerczyn Church. Joseph Kuczek had previously been married to Catherine Górzycki who died in 1890 while living in Osipowo 
(Bytoń Parish). They were married in 1864 in Bytoń. The available evidence indicates that Górzycki was Catherine's correct 
maiden name. There was a Joseph Kuczek and Catherine Górzycki family who lived in Osipowo at the time who had multiple 
children. Catherine’s maiden name was also written, according to AI translations, as Dobrzynski (death record) and Borysiuk 
(Joseph and Martha’s marriage record). Both surnames may represent phonetic interpretations or transcription errors of Górzycki. 
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Martha Januszewski was about 44 years old when she married Joseph Kuczek. It is unknown whether they had any children.  

Martha (Januszewski) Kuczek passed away in 1915 while living in Niegibalice within the Bytoń Catholic Parish. The death record 
of Joseph Kuczek has not been found. 
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1849 Baptism of Lawrence Bykowski 
Świętosławice (Brdów Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Note: There are translation errors with this and other documents translated by Gemini 
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1848 Baptism of Martha/Marcjanna Januszewski 
Głuszynek (Świerczyn Parish) 

Kasper Zielinski was the godfather. It is unknown whether he might have been a relative. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1871 Marriage of Lawrence Bykowski and Martha (Januszewski) Tomaszewski 
(Świerczyn Parish) 

Wedding listed for Miałkie 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1891 Death of Lawrence Bykowski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1915 Death of Martha (Januszewski) Kuczek 
Niegibalice (Bytoń Parish) 
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.  

    

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Świerczyn 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Brdów 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Bytoń 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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1936 Social Security Application of Joseph Bykowski 
(Son of Lawrence Bykowski and Martha Januszewski) 

Chicago, IL 

Joseph’s mother was recorded as Martha Janoszeski, which could indicate both first and last names were spelled phonetically. 
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Children of Lawrence Bykowski and Martha Januszewski 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Josephine 

 

1872 Baptism of Josephine Bykowski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1875 Death of Josephine Bykowski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Joseph 

 

1876 Baptism of Joseph Bykowski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1879 Death of Joseph Bykowski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 

Note: Joseph Bykowski and his half-sister Marianna Tomaszewski passed away just days apart 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Frank 

 

1879 Baptism of Frank Bykowski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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The note in the left margin is slightly illegible, but might indicate that Frank passed away in 1928 or 1948. 
AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Joseph 

 

1882 Baptism of Joseph Bykowski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

There are multiple translation errors, such as the village and mother’s maiden name. 
For instance, the maiden name of Januszewski is clearly legible in the original document. 
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1907 Marriage of Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski 

Listed for Pscinno (Witowo Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

There are several translation errors, such as village names and Joseph’s parents 
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1963 Death Certificate of Joseph Bykowski 
Chicago, IL 
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.           

Joseph Bykowski Obituary 
Dziennik Chicagoski (10/31/1963) 
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AI translation of Joseph Bykowski’s Obituary (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna 

 

1884 Baptism of Marianna Bykowski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1901 Marriage of Marianna Bykowski 
Niegibalice (Bytoń Parish) 

Next page: AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1901 Death of Marianna (Bykowski) Zak 
Niegibalice (Bytoń Parish) 

Marianna Bykowski passed away about one month after her marriage 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Victoria 

 

1887 Baptism of Victoria Bykowski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 

Lawrence Bykowski and Martha Januszewski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 42 64



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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It would appear from the note in the left margin that Victoria passed away in 1976.  
AI translation (Google Gemini) of the margin note 
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1907 Marriage of Victoria Bykowski 
Niegibalice (Bytoń Parish) 
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.                                   

       

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Martha Januszewski’s First Marriage 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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1869 Marriage of Martin Tomaszewski and Martha Januszewski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1871 Death of Martin Tomaszewski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Children of Martha Januszewski and Martin Tomaszewski 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Marianna 

 

1870 Baptism of Marianna Tomaszewski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1879 Death of Marianna Tomaszewski 
Miałkie (Świerczyn Parish) 

Note: Marianna Tomaszewski and her half-brother Joseph Bykowski passed away just days apart 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Martha Januszewski’s Third Marriage 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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1892 Marriage of Joseph Kuczek and Martha (Januszewski) Bykowski 
(Świerczyn Parish) 

Wedding listed under Miałkie 

Next page: AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1864 Marriage of Joseph Kuczek and Catherine Nowakowski 
Osipowo (Bytoń Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1890 Death of Catherine Kuczek 
Osipowo (Bytoń Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Lawrence Bykowski and Martha Januszewski are Michael E. Byczek’s 2x-great-grandparents. Their son Joseph Bykowski  
(great-grandfather) married Margaret Piotrowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski 
(grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood. Roman 
married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter 
Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have 
two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps: 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north-central Poland 

• Głuszynek is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Topólka, within Radziejów County 
• Miałkie is located near Głuszynek 
• Świerczyn is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Topólka, within Radziejów County 
• Bytoń is a village in Radziejów County. It is the seat of the gmina called Gmina Bytoń. 
• Niegibalice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 
• Świętosławice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Izbica Kujawska, within Włocławek County 

Greater Poland Voivodeship in central Poland 

• Brdów is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Babiak, within Koło County 
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