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Roman J. Bykowski was born on July 23, 1908 in Czarnotka within the Piotrkow Kujawski Catholic Parish in the Kuyavian-
Pomeranian Voivodeship of north-central Poland. His parents were Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski. He was baptized at 
the church located in Piotrkow Kujawski. Roman’s middle name of Joseph is attributed to both his father and maternal 
grandfather. Joseph Bykowski traveled to Chicago, IL shortly after Roman’s birth. Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski and Roman 
stayed with her parents in the nearby Witowo parish where the Piotrowski family lived. Joseph joined his brother-in-law Felix 
Piotrowski in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago and arrived during the Christmas holiday. Margaret and her son Roman 
traveled to Chicago in 1911 when Roman was three years old. Margaret’s sister Charlotte Piotrowski traveled with them and lived 
with the Bykowski family until her own marriage. Joseph Bykowski owned and ran a neighborhood grocery store on Hoyne and 
Charleston during the 1910s and 1920s through Roman’s early adulthood. The family lived in a few different locations, but are 
most associated with their residence in the same building as the grocery store at 2100 N. Hoyne and an apartment building at  
1852 N. Damen, both in Bucktown. The family were parishioners of St. Hedwig Catholic Church on Damen and Hoyne in the 
same neighborhood. 

Antoinette A. Murzynowicz was born on June 13, 1912 in Chicago while the family lived at 1214 N. Noble in the Pulaski Park 
neighborhood. She was the daughter of Frank Murzyn and Rose Sidor. Antoinette’s parents had lived in Żubronajcie, a village 
within the Krasnopol Catholic Parish in the Podlaskie Voivodeship of north-eastern Poland. Antoinette’s middle name of Agnes is 
attributed to her maternal grandmother. Prior to Antoinette’s birth, the entire Murzyn family traveled back and forth between 
Żubronajcie and Chicago with children born and passed away in both locations. Frank Murzyn and his two brothers Adam and 
Walter were the first to travel to Chicago starting around 1898. Upon their arrival in Chicago, the brothers interchanged their last 
name between Murzynowicz and Marynowski. Frank’s mother Josephine and two sisters Ursula and Emily also settled in 
Chicago. The entire Murzyn family lived near St. Stanislaus Kostka Catholic Church in Pulaski Park where Antoinette was 
baptized. Rose (Sidor) Murzyn’s sister Anna Sidor and brother Michael Sidor also settled in Chicago. Antoinette’s father formally 
changed his surname to Marynowski upon naturalization in 1925. Members of the family, especially Antoinette, continued using 
the surname Murzynowicz through the 1940s. The Murzynowicz/Marynowski family lived in several apartments in the Pulaski 
Park, Bucktown, and Wicker Park neighborhoods while Antoinette was growing up, but are most associated with the double lot 
they owned at 1625-27 N. Honore (Wicker Park).  

Roman Bykowski and Antoinette Murzynowicz were married on June 13, 1936. The wedding took place at St. Stanislaus Kostka 
on Antoinette’s 24th birthday. Roman was 27 years old. They met when Antoinette was visiting her married sister Adela’s 
apartment near Paulina and Milwaukee in Wicker Park. Roman was visiting friends at the tavern across the street known as  
“Little Lady”. Their first home after the wedding was at 946 N. Winchester in the East Village neighborhood of Chicago. The 
 two-flat was owned by Antoinette’s unmarried aunt Anna Sidor and was a focal point of several of Antoinette’s siblings. Her 
sister Adela later lived next door. The Bykowski family remained at 946 N. Winchester until after Anna Sidor’s death in 1961. 
Antoinette was one of her aunt’s heirs with regard to ownership of the building when it was sold in 1963. 

Roman and Antoinette Bykowski had three children. Their youngest, a daughter, Betty A. Bykowski married Michael M. Byczek 
in 1974 at St. Helen’s in the Ukrainian Village neighborhood of Chicago. They are Michael E. Byczek’s parents.  

Roman Bykowski was naturalized as an American citizen in 1942. He worked as a die setter and punch press operator for most of 
his career. The company where he worked, from at least 1940 through retirement, was Jefferson Electric (part of Litton Industries) 
located in Bellwood, IL. Federal documents from 1940 listed his job as a punch press operator for electrical products at Jefferson 
Electric. Family memories are that Roman received a World War II draft deferment through his employment because the work was 
essential to the economy. The 1950 census listed his employment as a die setter for an electric appliance manufacturer. Roman’s 
exact employment prior to 1940 is not known, but he spent time helping in the family grocery store early in his career. 

Antoinette Murzynowicz helped her mother clean private residences on the north side of Chicago early in her career. The 1930 
census listed her as a laborer at a print shop. She is best remembered as working at Goldblatt’s Department Store on Chicago and 
Ashland (West Town neighborhood). Antoinette worked as a candy sales clerk at the store from about 1955-1977.  

Roman and Antoinette Bykowski - Michael E. Byczek (2nd) Page  of 1 57



Roman and Antoinette Bykowski purchased a single family home at 3541 W. Hirsch in 1963 in the Humboldt Park neighborhood 
of Chicago. It was still the Bykowski family home when Roman passed away on 3/15/1983 at the age of 74 years old. Roman’s 
funeral was held at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in the Ukrainian Village neighborhood, which was the family’s primary 
church. Antoinette sold the house on Hirsch shortly after her husband’s death. She spent about 20 years living in a 2nd floor 
apartment at 3406 N. Natchez in the Dunning neighborhood. Antoinette then spent the next several years living with her oldest 
daughter in Bolingbrook and the final years in assisted living at a facility in Itasca, IL near her son’s residence. Antoinette passed 
away on 11/8/2006 in Itasca. She was 94 years old. Her funeral was held at St. Cornelius in the Jefferson Park neighborhood.  

Roman and Antoinette Bykowski are buried next to each other at St. Adalbert’s Catholic Cemetery in Niles, IL. Both of their 
parents along with Antoinette’s grandmother Josephine (Muracki) Marynowski are also buried at St. Adalbert’s. 
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Roman J. Bykowski Birth 

 

1908 Baptism for Roman Bykowski 
Czarnotki (Piotrkow Kujawski Parish) 

Godmother is Charlotte Piotrowski (Margaret’s sister) 
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Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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Czarnotka is in the lower left portion of the image with Piotrkow Kujawski along the bottom near the left corner.  

Roman’s father lived in Niegibalice (center of image)  
with the church located in Byton (just right of bottom mid-point) at the time of his marriage in 1907. 

Roman’s mother was born in Opatowice (just above Niegibalice) and baptized at Radziejow (right of the top left center). 
Margaret lived in Pscinno (mid right edge) in 1907 when they were married at the church in Witowo (just right of Pscinno). 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Piotrkow Kujawski 
Source: Google Maps Street View 

It appears that this is the church where Roman was baptized, versus newer construction 
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Czarnotka 
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Antoinette A. Murzynowicz Birth 

 
1912 Baptism of Antoinette Murzynowicz 

St. Stanislaus Kostka (Chicago, IL) 
(Original has not been digitized or made publicly accessible yet) 

Godparents were Adam Marynowski (Frank’s brother) and Genevieve Sidor (Rose’s niece) 
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St. Stanislaus Kostka Church (Pulaski Park - Chicago, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2014. 

Selected Murzynowicz/Marynowski Family Events: 

1912 - Antoinette Murzynowicz baptism 
1931 - Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn/Marynowski’s funeral (paternal grandmother) 

1936 - Antoinette Murzynowicz and Roman Bykowski’s marriage 
1943 - Frank Murzyn/Marynowski’s funeral (Antoinette’s father) 

1949 - Betty A. Bykowski’s baptism (daughter) 
1954 - Rose (Sidor) Marynowski’s funeral (Antoinette’s mother) 
mid/late-1960s - Betty A. Bykowski High School and Graduation 
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Marriage 

 

Marriage License 
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Church Marriage Record - St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Antoinette’s married sister Louise was a witness 
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Death 

Selected documents are described below. 
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Roman Bykowski Death Certificate 
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Antoinette (Murzynowicz/Marynowski) Bykowski 

Death Certificate 
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.             
   

Obituaries 

Left: Roman Bykowski 
Right: Antoinette (Murzynowicz/Marynowski) Bykowski - Chicago Sun-Times (11/10/2006) 

Note: Antoinette’s obituary includes her son Paul’s step-children and their families. 
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St. Adalbert Cemetery (Niles, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2018. 

Flowers placed by their daughter Betty (Bykowski) Byczek 
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St. Adalbert Cemetery (Niles, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2014. 
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St. Adalbert Cemetery (Niles, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2014. 
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Mass Card 
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Mass Card 
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Roman Bykowski Burial Index Card - St. Adalbert Cemetery (Niles, IL) 
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Primary Bykowski Family Church 
St. Helen’s Catholic Church 

(Augusta and Oakley - Ukrainian Village neighborhood of Chicago) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2021. 

Select Family Events: 

1950s-60s: Betty A. Bykowski grammar school and graduation 
1974: Marriage of Betty A. Bykowski and Michael M. Byczek 

1983: Funeral of Roman J. Bykowski 
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Original St. Helen’s Church and School 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2021. 

The new church (to the left of the school) was built while the Bykowski family were parishioners 
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Representative Documents 

 

1928 Chicago Directory 

Roman Bykowski was listed as living at 2100 N. Hoyne without an occupation 
His father Joseph Bykowski was listed as a grocer at the same address 

It is unclear whether Roman’s status may have been related to the grocery store 
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World War II Draft Card (Page 1) 
Page 2 below 
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Paul Bykowski Birth Certificate - 1940 
Antoinette’s maiden name was written as Murzynowicz, not Marynowski 
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Naturalization 

Representative documents are described below.  

Refer to the Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski documentary for passenger lists for Roman Bykowski’s arrival at  
Ellis Island (New York) in 1911 and departure from Hamburg (Germany).  

1940 Alien Registration 

9/28/1940 

Naturalization 

Petition: 8/26/1941 
Date of Naturalization: 1/20/1942 
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Roman Bykowski - 1940 Alien Registration (Page 1/2) 
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Roman Bykowski - 1940 Alien Registration (Page 2/2) 
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Roman Bykowski - 1941 Petition for Naturalization (Page 1/2) 
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Roman Bykowski - 1941 Petition for Naturalization (Page 2/2) 
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Roman Bykowski - 1942 Certificate of Naturalization 
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Roman Bykowski - Certificate of Arrival 
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Roman Bykowski - Naturalization Index Card 

Roman and Antoinette Bykowski - Michael E. Byczek (2nd) Page  of 35 57



Census 

1940: 946 N. Winchester 

1950: 946 N. Winchester 
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1940 Census 
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1950 Census 
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946 N. Winchester 
(East Village) 

 

946 N. Winchester 
Photo Credit/Copyright: Michael E. Byczek. About 1996. 

The Bykowski family lived on the 2nd floor in the rear apartment 
Anna Sidor lived on the first floor in the rear apartment 

Antoinette’s niece Lorraine and her family lived in the front apartment on the 2nd floor 
Antoinette’s sister Adela and her family lived next door to the right 
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946 N. Winchester (alley view) 
Photo Credit/Copyright: Michael E. Byczek. About 1996. 
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946 N. Winchester 
New Construction (View from Alley looking towards Winchester) 

Photo Credit/Copyright: Michael E. Byczek. About 2005. 
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1954 Chicago White Pages 
First Year Listed for 946 N. Winchester 

(Probably first year that the family had a dedicated telephone) 

 

1955 Chicago White Pages 

 

1956 Chicago White Pages 

 

1957 Chicago White Pages 

 

1958 Chicago White Pages 

 

1959 Chicago White Pages 
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1960 Chicago White Pages 

 

1961 Chicago White Pages 

 

1962 Chicago White Pages 

 

1963 Chicago White Pages 
Last Year Listed for 946 N. Winchester 
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Tax Assessments 
The Garfieldian - 8/10/1860 

 

Antoinette’s sister Adela Michalik was executor of Anna Sidor’s estate 
The Garfieldian - 12/19/1962 

 

Tax Assessments 
Antoinette Bykowski and her niece Lorraine Bavaro listed as co-owners of 946 N. Winchester 

Note: A full title search has not been completed at present. 
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3541 W. Hirsch 
(Humboldt Park) 

 

3541 W. Hirsch 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 1996. 

Betty A. Bykowski’s residence at the time of her marriage to Michael M. Byczek in 1974 
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3541 W. Hirsch (alley view) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 1996. 
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1964 Chicago White Pages 
First year listed at 3541 W. Hirsch 

 

1966 Chicago White Pages 

 

1967 Chicago White Pages 

 

1968 Chicago White Pages 

 

1969 Chicago White Pages 

 

1970 Chicago White Pages 

 

1971 Chicago White Pages 
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1972 Chicago White Pages 

 

1973 Chicago White Pages 

 

1974 Chicago White Pages 

 

1975 Chicago White Pages 
Last year of digital scans available from the U.S. Library of Congress 
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Chicago Tribune - 2/4/1962 

Roman and Antoinette Bykowski purchased the property on 7/8/1963 
(this was the date of the mortgage that was paid off in 1978) 

Family memories are that Roman and Antoinette purchased the house for about $14,000 

It is presumed that the house was either still for sale over one year later, or it was back on the market in 1963 

Note: A full title search has not be completed at present. 

 

Tax Assessment 
The Austin News - 12/30/1970 
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A release for a mortgage dated 7/8/1963 was dated 4/8/1978.  
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The 1983 deed shows a nominal sales price. The Cook County Recorder shows $15,000 as a transcript of the document.  
Third party websites show that on the date that the deed was filed, the property sold for $30,000.  

The buyer obtained a $31,000 mortgage.  
Family memories were that it was about $20,000. 
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3406 N. Natchez 
(Dunning) 

 

3406 N. Natchez 
Photo Source: Cook County Assessor Website 
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Additional Information 

Roman J. Bykowski and Antoinette A. Murzynowicz/Marynowski are Michael E. Byczek’s grandparents. Their daughter  
Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s Catholic Church in the Ukrainian Village 
neighborhood. It was the Bykowski family church and where Betty attended and graduated grammar school. Their children are 
Michael E. Byczek (eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy for Roman Bykowski and Antoinette Murzynowicz.  

Feel free to send a message for family information or genealogical collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Chicago, IL 
Attorney and Managing Real Estate Broker 

https://michaelbyczek.pro 
michael@byczek.pro 
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