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Joseph (Józef) Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski (Małgorzata Piotrowska) were married at the Catholic church located in Witowo (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in 
north-central Poland) on 9/17/1907.  

Joseph was the son of Lawrence (Wawrzyniec) Bykowski and Martha (Marta) Januszewski (Marciana/Marcjanna Januszkewska). He was born in Miałkie within the 
Świerczyn Catholic parish on 3/12/1882. At the time of the marriage, Joseph was living with his mother, who had remarried as a widow, in Niegibalice within the Byton 
Catholic Parish. Martha was baptized as Marcjanna, which translates to Marciana. She was identified by the names of Marcjanna and Marianna throughout her life in 
Poland. However, her son Joseph Bykowski (great-grandfather) identified his parents as Lawrence Bykowski and Martha Januszewski on a federal document that was filed 
in Chicago, IL. This was the only known document with her name from outside Poland, and the only known English-language document identifying her. It is unclear why 
Joseph identified his mother as Martha rather than Marcjanna (Marciana). For genealogical purposes, she is remembered as Martha with a baptism name of Marciana.  

Margaret was the daughter of Joseph (Józef) Piotrowski and Victoria Nowakowski (Wiktoria Nowakowska). She was born in Kolonia Opatowice within the Radziejów 
Catholic parish on 6/9/1887. At the time of the marriage, Margaret was living with her parents in Pscinno, within the Witowo parish. 

Joseph Bykowski served in the Russian infantry for three years between 1904-1907, as the area in Poland was under Russian geopolitical governance. It is possible that he 
took part in the Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905). 

Their son Roman Bykowski (Michael E. Byczek’s grandfather) was born in Czarnotki/Czarnotka within the Piotrkow Kujawski Catholic Parish on 7/23/1908. Shortly after 
Roman’s birth, Joseph Bykowski traveled to Chicago, IL to join his brother-in-law Felix Piotrowski in the Bucktown neighborhood on Damen and Webster. In 1911, when 
Roman was three years old, he and his mother, along with Margaret’s sister Charlotte Piotrowski, joined Joseph in Chicago passing through Ellis Island in New York. 

Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski had four children: 

Child    Birth   Place of Birth  Baptism    Notes: 

Roman Joseph   7/23/1908  Czarnotki (Poland) Piotrkow Kujawski 
Mary    8/4/1912  Chicago, IL  St. Hedwig (Bucktown)   Baptism illegible for date of birth 
Anna    7/27/1914  Chicago, IL  St. Hedwig (Bucktown) 
Leonard   9/21/1922  Chicago, IL  St. Hedwig (Bucktown) 

Their son Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood of Chicago, IL. They are  
Michael E. Byczek’s grandparents.  

Joseph Bykowski is best remembered as the proprietor of a small neighborhood grocery store in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago located on the corner of  
Hoyne and Charleston during, at least, the 1920s and 1930s.  
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Tragedy struck the Bykowski family in 1919 when seven year old Mary Bykowski was killed by a truck as she played outside near the family home in Bucktown. Margaret 
witnessed her daughter being struck and dragged down the street by the truck. She desperately ran after the truck because the driver did not initially stop with Mary trapped 
underneath. Margaret never recovered from the trauma. Her sister Charlotte had recently passed away during the Spanish Flu. The double tragedy triggered a severe mental 
health crisis.  

Margaret’s great-grandson Michael E. Byczek is an attorney and is very familiar with medical technology and how treatments have advanced through the years. 
Unfortunately, mental health treatment during this period was limited and often ineffective. As a result, Margaret’s condition worsened. She became a patient at the Elgin 
State Hospital (Elgin, IL) as early as the 1920s. She eventually became a permanent resident of the facility and was diagnosed with insanity by doctors. She remained a 
resident of the facility until her death in 1970. Michael E. Byczek pays tribute to his great-grandmother as a woman who just a few years prior to the 1919 tragedy was able 
to bring her three year old son Roman (grandfather) from Poland to Chicago accompanied only by her younger sister Charlotte. Margaret was quite capable of international 
travel with a young child (with their belongings) and raised a family in the Bucktown neighborhood through the 1920s. Grief eventually became too much for Margaret to 
cope. She did not receive the proper mental health treatment that is available in modern times.  

Joseph Bykowski passed away on 10/30/1963 in Chicago. He was living with his daughter at 3117 N. New England in the Montclare neighborhood at the time of his death. 
However, he maintained a phone number at 1852 N. Damen in Bucktown through his death. Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski passed away on 5/26/1970 in Elgin, IL at the 
Elgin State Hospital. She had been known as “Maggie” as a patient at the facility. Both of their funerals were held at St. William Catholic Church (Montclare). They are 
buried together at St. Adalbert Cemetery in Niles, IL.  
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1882 Baptism of Joseph Bykowski 
Mialkie (Świerczyn Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

There are multiple translation errors, such as the village and mother’s maiden name. 
For instance, the maiden name of Januszewski is clearly legible in the original document. 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Świerczyn 

Kościół pw. Matki Boskiej Anielskiej 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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1887 Baptism of Margaret Piotrowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Catholic Church in Radziejów 

Kostel Nanebevzetí Panny Marie (Wniebowzięcia Najświętszej Maryi Panny) 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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  1907 Marriage of Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski 

  Listed for the Village of Pscinno (Witowo Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

There are several translation errors, such as village names and Joseph’s parents 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Witowo 

Kościół Rzymskokatolicki Pw. św. Andrzeja Apostoła 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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1963 Death Certificate of Joseph Bykowski - Chicago, IL 
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   1970 Death Certificate of  
   Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski 
   Elgin, IL (Kane County) 
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.           
Joseph Bykowski Obituary - Dziennik Chicagoski (10/31/1963) 

Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski Obituary - Dziennik Chicagoski (5/27/1970) 
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AI translation of Joseph Bykowski’s Obituary (Google Gemini) 
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AI translation of Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski’s Obituary (Google Gemini) 
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.    .        

Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski Obituary 
Chicago Tribune (5/27/1970) 
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St. Adalbert (Niles, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2016. 
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St. Adalbert (Niles, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2016. 
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St. Adalbert (Niles, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2016. 

Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 20 94



 

Burial Index Cards (St. Adalbert - Niles, IL) 
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St. William Catholic Church 
Chicago, IL (Montclare) 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Federal Documents 

It is unclear whether Joseph and Margaret were formally naturalized as American citizens. Both of them, and their son Roman, registered as non-citizen Aliens during 
World War II in accordance with federal law. The documents suggest that neither Joseph nor Margaret had filed for citizenship. Roman was in the process of naturalization 
and completed his citizenship shortly afterwards. 

The fact that all three filed these federal forms (Alien Registration) is evidence that the entire family was in full compliance with immigration laws. However, 
naturalization papers have not been found for Joseph or Margaret. It’s possible that neither finished the process, which is why the initial documents have not been indexed.  

Joseph requested and was granted a social security number four years prior to the Alien Registration Act, but his death certificate listed that he was a citizen of Poland. 
Margaret’s death certificate showed that she was using her husband’s social security number, but that she was an American citizen.  

Joseph Bykowski registered for the military draft during World War II, also in compliance with federal procedure.  

After reviewing the documents, Michael E. Byczek believes his great-grandparents probably filed, at least, an initial petition but may not have completed the paperwork. 
The 1919 tragedy may have altered the family’s priorities. 

The Bykowski family suffered unimaginable tragedy shortly after arriving in the United States. They complied with federal law, as evidenced by the Alien Registration Act 
and World War II military draft, but may not have completed all necessary steps that a family without such catastrophic grief would have fulfilled. Michael E. Byczek has 
determined that it is proper to pay tribute to both Joseph and Margaret as Americans, even though they may not have finalized their naturalization papers. 
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1940 Alien Registration Act 
Joseph Bykowski - Page 1/2 
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1940 Alien Registration Act 
Joseph Bykowski - Page 2/2 
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1940 Alien Registration Act 
Margaret Bykowski - Page 1/2 
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1940 Alien Registration Act 
Margaret Bykowski - Page 2/2 
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1936 Social Security Application 
Joseph Bykowski 

Joseph’s mother was recorded as Martha Janoszeski, which could indicate both first and last names were spelled phonetically. 
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World War II Draft Card - Page 1/2 
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Page 2/2 
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Immigration 

Joseph 

Hamburg (Departure) - 12/11/1908 
Ellis Island (New York) - 12/22/1908 

Arrival Contact: Felix Piotrowski at 1120 N. Robey (Chicago, IL) 

Margaret and Roman Bykowski with Charlotte Piotrowski 

Hamburg (Departure) - 11/18/1911 
Ellis Island (New York) - 12/1/1911 

Arrival Contact: Joseph Bykowski at 2365 Lister (Chicago, IL) 
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Joseph - Hamburg Departure 
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Joseph - Ellis Island Arrival (Page 1) 
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Joseph - Ellis Island Arrival (Page 2) 
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Margaret, Roman, and Charlotte - Hamburg Departure 
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Margaret, Roman, and Charlotte - Ellis Island Arrival (Page 1) 
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Margaret, Roman, and Charlotte - Ellis Island Arrival (Page 2) 
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Children of Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Roman 

 

1908 Baptism of Roman Bykowski 
Czarnotki (Piotrkow Kujawski Parish) 

Godmother is Charlotte Piotrowski (Margaret’s sister) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Czarnotka is in the lower left portion of the image with Piotrkow Kujawski along the bottom near the left corner.  
Joseph Bykowski lived in Niegibalice (center of image) with the church located in Byton (just right of bottom midpoint) at the time of his marriage in 1907. 

Margaret Piotrowski was born in Opatowice (just above Niegibalice) and baptized at Radziejow (right of the top left center). 
She lived in Pscinno (mid right edge) in 1907 when they were married at the church in Witowo (just right of Pscinno). 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Piotrkow Kujawski 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Mary 

 

1912 Baptism 
St. Hedwig - Chicago, IL (Bucktown) 
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1919 Death Certificate - Chicago, IL 
(cause of death briefly explains the tragedy) 
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St. Adalbert (Niles, IL) can only determine the section of the cemetery where Mary Bykowski was buried, not the individual grave 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2018. 
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Burial Index Card - St. Adalbert (Niles, IL) 
Grave refers to a temporary location, as Mary Bykowski was never relocated to a permanent site 
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Anna 

 

1914 Birth Certificate of Anna Bykowski 
Chicago, IL 
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Baptism  
St. Hedwig - Chicago, IL (Bucktown) 
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Leonard 

 

1922 Birth Certificate of Leonard Bykowski 
Chicago, IL 
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Baptism - St. Hedwig (Chicago, IL - Bucktown) 
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Employment Chronology 

1908 Ellis Island passenger list:   Farm Laborer 
1910 Census (presumed):   Laborer at Foundry 
1913 (Directory):   Laborer 
1914 (Anna Birth):   Illegible 
1917 (Directory):   Laborer 
1920 Census:     Moulder at Foundry 
1922 (Leonard Birth):   Listed as operating a grocery store 
1923 (Directory):   Grocer 
1928 (Directory):   Grocer 
1930 Census:     "Grocer Man" - Proprietor 
1936 Social Security:   Illinois Malleable Iron Co (1801 Diversey) 
1940 Census:     Molder at what appears to be some type of pipe manufacturing company 
1940 Alien Registration:  Foundry (1801 Diversey) 
1942 WW II Draft Card:   Illinois Malleable at 1801 Diversey 
1950 Census:     Iron moulder at foundry 
1963 Death Certificate:   Molder at a pipe fitting company 
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1950 Sanborn Insurance Map (south of Diversey) 
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  . .       

1950 Sanborn Insurance Map (north of Diversey) 
The north and south map images align based upon the railroad tracks on the left side of these two combined views 
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1938 Aerial Photograph 
Diversey and the railroad tracks is slightly left of the center in this image 

Source: https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/data/imagery/1937-1947-illinois-historical-aerial-photography 
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Present-day aerial view of Diversey and the Railroad tracks (center of image) 
North of Diversey is the Lakeview neighborhood of Chicago, IL  

South of Diversey is the Lincoln Park neighborhood.  
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Census 

1910 - Joseph at 2216 Hamilton (unconfirmed) 

1920 - 2112 Carolina 

1930 - 2100 N. Hoyne 

1940 - 1852 N. Damen (Margaret is listed) 
1940 - Margaret at the Elgin State Hospital 

1950 - Margaret at the Elgin State Hospital 
1950 - 1852 N. Damen (Joseph with children Leonard and Anna along with granddaughter Margaret) 
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1910 
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1920 
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1930 

 

 

Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 61 94
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1940 - Joseph (Chicago, IL) 
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1940 - Margaret (Elgin, IL) 
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1950 - Joseph (Chicago, IL) 
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1950 - Margaret (Elgin, IL) 
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Chicago Address Chronology 

  Address       Neighborhood  Source 

1908:   2209 N. Damen Ave (Formerly 1120 N. Robey)   Bucktown  [Passenger List - Felix Piotrowski's address] 
1910:   2216 N. Hamilton Ave      Bucktown  [1910 census - unconfirmed] 
1911:   2365 N. Lister Ave      Bucktown  [Passenger List for Margaret and Roman - Joseph Bykowski's address] 
1913:   2217 N. Damen Ave      Bucktown  [Chicago Directory] [Charlotte Piotrowski lived with them] 
1914:   2058 N. Leavitt St      Bucktown  [Ann's birth certificate] 
1917:   2064 N. Hoyne Ave      Bucktown  [unconfirmed - Chicago Directory] 
1919-20:  2112 W. Dickens Ave (Formerly 2112 Carolina)   Bucktown  [Mary's death; 1920 census] 
1922-23:  1436 N. Paulina St.      Wicker Park  [Leonard's birth certificate; Chicago Directory] 
1928-30:  2100 N. Hoyne Ave      Bucktown  [1928 Chicago Directory; 1930 Census - Grocery Business] 
1936-63:  1852 N. Damen Ave      Bucktown  [1940 and 1950 census; Chicago Whitepages] 

Elgin State Hospital (Elgin, IL) - Margaret was a patient-resident of the hospital as early as the 1930s through her death in 1970. 
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1914 Sanborn Insurance Map 

2209 N. Damen Ave (Formerly 1120 N. Robey) and 2217 N. Damen Ave - Bucktown 
(Damen is horizontal street on top / Webster is the vertical street on left) 

The entire block was torn down 
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Photo taken from the perspective of Damen facing Webster 
Both Bykowski addresses would have approximately been under this viaduct on the left side 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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1938 Aerial Photograph 

St. Hedwig is visible near the left bottom corner of the image. Webster is the horizontal street at the bottom. Damen is the right-most vertical street.  
The buildings that were torn down for the expressway are visible above Webster and to the right of Damen.  

The building on Lister and Damen is visible on the corner of the street parallel to the tracks. The house on Hamilton is visible to the left of St. Hedwig. 
Source: https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/data/imagery/1937-1947-illinois-historical-aerial-photography 
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Aerial View of present-day Damen and Webster 
Source: Cook County Government 

Damen is the horizontal street near the top of the image. Webster is the vertical street where St. Hedwig is located in the bottom-center.  
Both of the Bykowski addresses would have been underneath the expressway on the east-side of Damen (top of image).  
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2216 N. Hamilton Ave 
Bucktown 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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1914 Sanborn Insurance Map 
2216 N. Hamilton was directly across the street from St. Hedwig 
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2365 N. Lister Ave 
Bucktown 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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1914 Sanborn Insurance Map 

The same building appears to survive  
on the corner of Damen and Lister 
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2058 N. Leavitt St 
Bucktown 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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2112 W. Dickens Ave (Formerly 2112 Carolina) 
Bucktown 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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1914 Sanborn Insurance Map 
2112 Dickens (formerly Lubeck and Carolina) 

2064 N. Hoyne was located alongside the house across the alley 
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1436 N. Paulina St. (two-flat with basement and peaked roof in center of image) 
Wicker Park 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2026. 
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2100 N. Hoyne Ave  
Bucktown 

Joseph Bykowski Grocery Store and family residence 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 1996. 
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1852 N. Damen Ave 
Bucktown 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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St. Hedwig 
(Bucktown - Chicago, IL) 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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Elgin State Hospital - Elgin, IL 

 

Elgin State Hospital (Elgin, IL) - 1950 Sanborn Insurance Map 
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1939 Aerial Photograph 
The diagonal buildings in the left-center are visible on the 1950 Insurance Map as a reference point 

Source: https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/data/imagery/1937-1947-illinois-historical-aerial-photography 
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Elgin State Hospital - Main Building 
Image identified as created in 1890 

Source: https://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/newgailbord01/id/1752/rec/2 
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Elgin State Hospital - Annex 
Image identified as created in 1890 

Source: https://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/newgailbord01/id/1011/rec/4 
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Present-day aerial view the Elgin Mental Health Center 

Source: Google Maps 
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Chicago Directories 

 

1913 
Joseph Bykowski at 2217 N. Robey (Damen) 

 

1917 
Joseph Bykowski at 2064 N. Hoyne 
Presumed to be the correct Joseph 

 

1923 
Joseph Bykowski listed as grocer at 1436 N. Paulina without clear indication where business is located 
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1928 
Joseph and Roman Bykowski both listed at 2100 N. Hoyne.  

Joseph is listed with grocery store and residence at same address 
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1946 Chicago Whitepages 
First year that Joseph Bykowski is listed with a phone number 

 

1954 Chicago Whitepages 
First year that Joseph (1852 N. Damen) and Roman (946 N. Winchester) are both listed with a phone number 
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1964 Chicago Whitepages 
Joseph died in 1964, but is still listed at 1852 N. Damen 

First year that Roman is listed at 3541 W. Hirsch 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. Research and analysis have been 
published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in 
September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski are Michael E. Byczek’s great-grandparents. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) married Antoinette Murzynowicz in 
1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta 
and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north-central Poland):  

• Świerczyn is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Topólka, within Radziejów County 
• Miałkie is located near Świerczyn 
• Bytoń is a village in Radziejów County. It is the seat of the gmina called Gmina Bytoń 
• Niegibalice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 
• Czarnotka is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Piotrków Kujawski, within Radziejów County (Czarnotki is most likely an earlier spelling of Czarnotka) 
• Piotrków Kujawski is a town in Radziejów County 
• Opatowice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów, within Radziejów County (Kolonia Opatowice is near Opatowice) 
• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Pścinno is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 
• Witowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 
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