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Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski were married at the Catholic church located in Witowo (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north-central Poland) on 
9/17/1907.  

Joseph was the son of Lawrence Bykowski and Martha Januszewski. He was born in Miałkie within the Świerczyn Catholic parish on 3/12/1882. At the time of the 
marriage, Joseph was living with his mother, who had remarried as a widow, in Niegibalice within the Byton Catholic parish. 

Margaret was the daughter of Joseph Piotrowski and Victoria Nowakowski. She was born in Kolonia Opatowice within the Radziejów Catholic parish on 6/9/1887. At the 
time of the marriage, Margaret was living with her parents in Pscinno, within the Witowo parish. 

Joseph Bykowski had served in the Russian infantry for three years between 1904-1907, as the area in Poland was under Russian geopolitical governance.  

Their son Roman Bykowski (Michael E. Byczek’s grandfather) was born in Czarnotki within the Piotrkow Kujawski Catholic parish on 7/23/1908. Shortly after Roman’s 
birth, Joseph Bykowski traveled to Chicago, IL to join his brother-in-law Felix Piotrowksi in the Bucktown neighborhood on Damen and Webster. In 1911, when Roman 
was three years old, he and his mother, along with Margaret’s sister Charlotte Piotrowski, joined Joseph in Chicago passing through Ellis Island in New York. 

Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski had four children: 

Child    Birth   Place of Birth  Baptism    Notes: 

Roman Joseph Bykowski 7/23/1908  Czarnotki (Poland) Piotrkow Kujawski 
Mary Bykowski   8/4/1912  Chicago, IL  St. Hedwig (Bucktown)   Baptism illegible for date of birth 
Anna Bykowski   7/27/1914  Chicago, IL  St. Hedwig (Bucktown) 
Leonard Bykowski  9/21/1922  Chicago, IL  St. Hedwig (Bucktown) 

Joseph Bykowski is best remembered as the proprietor of a small neighborhood grocery store in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago located on the corner of Hoyne 
and Charleston during, at least, the 1920s and 1930s.  

Tragedy struck the Bykowski family in 1919 when seven year old Mary Bykowski was killed by a truck as she played outside near the family home in Bucktown. Margaret 
witnessed her daughter being struck and dragged down the street by the truck. She desperately ran after the truck because the driver did not stop with Mary trapped 
underneath. Margaret never recovered from the trauma. Her sister Charlotte had recently passed away during the Spanish Flu. The double tragedy left Margaret with a 
mental health crisis.  

Margaret’s great-grandson Michael E. Byczek is an attorney and is very familiar with medical technology and how treatments have advanced through the years. 
Unfortunately, mental health treatment during this time period was extremely ineffective and did not adequately treat the patient. As a result, Margaret’s condition 

Page  of 1 74



worsened. She became a patient at the Elgin State Hospital (Elgin, IL) as early as the 1920s. She eventually became a permanent resident of the facility and was diagnosed 
with insanity by doctors. She remained at the facility through her death in 1970. Michael E. Byczek pays tribute to his great-grandmother as a woman who just a few years 
prior to the 1919 tragedy was able to bring her three year old son Roman (grandfather) from Poland to Chicago accompanied only by her younger sister Charlotte. 
Margaret was quite capable of international travel with a young child (with their belongings) and raised a family in the Bucktown neighborhood through the 1920s. Grief 
eventually became too much for Margaret to cope. She did not receive the proper mental health treatment that is available in modern times.  

Joseph Bykowski passed away on 10/30/1963 in Chicago. He was living with his daughter at 3117 N. New England in the Montclare neighborhood at the time of his death. 
However, he maintained a phone number at 1852 N. Damen in Bucktown through his death. Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski passed away on 5/26/1970 in Elgin, IL at the 
Elgin State Hospital. She had been known as “Maggie” as a patient at the facility. Her funeral was held at St. William Catholic church in the Montclare neighborhood of 
Chicago. Joseph and Margaret are buried together at St. Adalbert Cemetery in Niles, IL.  
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1882 Baptism for Joseph Bykowski 
Mialkie (Swierczyn Parish) 

Page  of 3 74



 

Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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1887 Baptism for Margaret Piotrowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 
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Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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  1907 Marriage of Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski 
  Listed for the Village of Pscinno (Witowo Parish) 
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Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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1963 Death Certificate for Joseph Bykowski - Chicago, IL 
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   1970 Death Certificate for  
   Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski 
   Elgin, IL (Kane County) 
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     Obituary - Dziennik Chicagoski 
     Margaret (Piotrowski) Bykowski 
     5/27/1970 
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St. Adalbert (Niles, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2016. 
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St. Adalbert (Niles, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2016. 
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St. Adalbert (Niles, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2016. 
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Burial Index Cards (St. Adalbert - Niles, IL) 
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Federal Documents 

It is unclear whether Joseph and Margaret were formally naturalized as American citizens. Both of them, and their son Roman, registered as non-citizen Aliens during 
World War II in accordance with federal law. The documents suggest that neither Joseph nor Margaret had filed for citizenship. Roman was in the process of naturalization 
and completed his citizenship shortly afterwards. 

The fact that all three filed these federal forms (Alien Registration) is evidence that the entire family was in full compliance with immigration laws. However, 
naturalization papers have not been found for Joseph or Margaret. It’s possible that neither finished the process, which is why the initial documents have not been indexed.  

Joseph requested and was granted a social security number four years prior to the Alien Registration Act, but his death certificate listed that he was a citizen of Poland. 
Margaret’s death certificate showed that she was using her husband’s social security number, but that she was an American citizen.  

Joseph Bykowski registered for the military draft during World War II, also in compliance with federal procedure.  

Michael E. Byczek has reviewed these documents and has concluded that his great-grandparents both probably filed, at least, an initial petition but may not have completed 
the paperwork. The 1919 tragedy may have altered the family’s priorities. 

The Bykowski family suffered unimaginable tragedy shortly after arriving in the United States. They complied with federal law, as evidenced by the Alien Registration Act 
and World War II military draft, but may not have completed all necessary steps that a family without such catastrophic grief would have fulfilled. Michael E. Byczek has 
determined that it is proper to pay tribute to both Joseph and Margaret as Americans, even through they may not have finalized their naturalization papers. 
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1940 Alien Registration Act 
Joseph Bykowski - Page 1/2 
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1940 Alien Registration Act 
Joseph Bykowski - Page 2/2 
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1940 Alien Registration Act 
Margaret Bykowski - Page 1/2 
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1940 Alien Registration Act 
Margaret Bykowski - Page 2/2 
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1936 Social Security Application 
Joseph Bykowski 
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World War II Draft Card - Page 1 
(Page 2 below) 
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Immigration 

Joseph 

Hamburg (Departure) - 12/11/1908 
Ellis Island (New York) - 12/22/1908 

Arrival Contact: Felix Piotrowski at 1120 N. Robey (Chicago, IL) 

Margaret and Roman Bykowski with Charlotte Piotrowski 

Hamburg (Departure) - 11/18/1911 
Ellis Island (New York) - 12/1/1911 

Arrival Contact: Joseph Bykowski at 2365 Lister (Chicago, IL) 
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Joseph - Hamburg Departure 
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Joseph - Ellis Island Arrival (Page 1) 
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Joseph - Ellis Island Arrival (Page 2) 
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Margaret, Roman, and Charlotte - Hamburg Departure 
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Margaret, Roman, and Charlotte - Ellis Island Arrival (Page 1) 
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Margaret, Roman, and Charlotte - Ellis Island Arrival (Page 2) 
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Children of Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski 

Representative documents are explained below. 
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Roman 

 

1908 Baptism for Roman Bykowski 
Czarnotki (Piotrkow Kujawski Parish) 

Godmother is Charlotte Piotrowski (Margaret’s sister) 
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Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 

Page  of 33 74



Mary 

 

1912 Baptism 
St. Hedwig (Bucktown) 
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1919 Death Certificate 
(cause of death briefly explains the tragedy) 
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St. Adalbert can only determine the section of the cemetery where Mary Bykowski was buried, not the individual grave 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2018. 
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Burial Index Card - St. Adalbert (Niles, IL) 
Grave refers to a temporary location, as Mary Bykowski was never relocated to a permanent site 
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Anna 

 

1914 Birth Certificate for Anna Bykowski 
Chicago, IL 
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Baptism  
St. Hedwig (Bucktown) 
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Leonard 

 

1922 Birth Certificate for Leonard Bykowski 
Chicago, IL 
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Baptism - St. Hedwig (Bucktown) 
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Employment Chronology 

1908 Ellis Island passenger list:   Farm Laborer 
1910 Census (presumed):   Laborer at Foundry 
1913 (Directory):   Laborer 
1914 (Anna Birth):   Illegible 
1917 (Directory):   Laborer 
1920 Census:     Moulder at Foundry 
1922 (Leonard Birth):   “Has” Grocery Store 
1923 (Directory):   Grocer 
1928 (Directory):   Grocer 
1930 Census:     "Grocer Man" - Proprietor 
1936 Social Security:   Illinois Malleable Iron Co (1801 Diversey) 
1940 Census:     Molder at what appears to be some type of pipe manufacturing company 
1940 Alien Registration:  Foundry (1801 Diversey) 
1942 WW II Draft Card:   Illinois Malleable at 1801 Diversey 
1950 Census:     Iron moulder at foundry 
1963 Death Certificate:   Molder at a pipe fitting company 
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Census 

1910 - Joseph at 2216 Hamilton (unconfirmed) 

1920 - 2112 Carolina 

1930 - 2100 N. Hoyne 

1940 - 1852 N. Damen (Margaret is listed) 
1940 - Margaret at the Elgin State Hospital 

1950 - Margaret at the Elgin State Hospital 
1950 - 1852 N. Damen (Joseph with children Leonard and Anna along with granddaughter Margaret) 
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1910 
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1920 
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1930 
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1940 - Joseph (Chicago, IL) 
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1940 - Margaret (Elgin, IL) 
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1950 - Joseph (Chicago, IL) 
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1950 - Margaret (Elgin, IL) 
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Chicago Address Chronology 

  Address       Neighborhood  Source 

1908:   2209 N. Damen Ave (Formerly 1120 N. Robey)   Bucktown  [Passenger List - Felix Piotrowski's address] 
1910:   2216 N. Hamilton Ave      Bucktown  [1910 census - unconfirmed] 
1911:   2365 N. Lister Ave      Bucktown  [Passenger List for Margaret and Roman - Joseph Bykowski's address] 
1913:   2217 N. Damen Ave      Bucktown  [Chicago Directory] [Charlotte Piotrowski lived with them] 
1914:   2058 N. Leavitt St      Bucktown  [Ann's birth certificate] 
1917:   2064 N. Hoyne Ave      Bucktown  [unconfirmed - Chicago Directory] 
1919-20:  2112 W. Dickens Ave (Formerly 2112 Carolina)   Bucktown  [Mary's death; 1920 census] 
1922-23:  1436 N. Paulina St.      Wicker Park  [Leonard's birth certificate; Chicago Directory] 
1928-30:  2100 N. Hoyne Ave      Bucktown  [1928 Chicago Directory; 1930 Census - Grocery Business] 
1936-63:  1852 N. Damen Ave      Bucktown  [1940 and 1950 census; Chicago Whitepages] 

Elgin State Hospital (Elgin, IL) - Margaret was a patient-resident of the hospital as early as the 1930s through her death in 1970. 

Page  of 56 74



 

1914 Sanborn Insurance Map 

2209 N. Damen Ave (Formerly 1120 N. Robey) and 2217 N. Damen Ave - Bucktown 
(Damen is horizontal street on top / Webster is the vertical street on left) 

Entire block torn down 
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2216 N. Hamilton Ave 
Bucktown 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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1914 Sanborn Insurance Map 
2216 N. Hamilton was directly across the street from St. Hedwig 
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2365 N. Lister Ave 
Bucktown 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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1914 Sanborn Insurance Map 

It would appear that the same building 
exists on the corner of Damen and Lister 
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2058 N. Leavitt St 
Bucktown 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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2112 W. Dickens Ave (Formerly 2112 Carolina) 
Bucktown 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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1914 Sanborn Insurance Map 
2112 Dickens (formerly Lubeck and Carolina) 

2064 N. Hoyne was located alongside the house across the alley 
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1436 N. Paulina St. 
Wicker Park 

Photo Credit: Cook County Assessor Website 
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2100 N. Hoyne Ave  
Bucktown 

Joseph Bykowski Grocery Store and family residence 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 1996. 
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Michael E. Byczek at the Joseph Bykowski Grocery Store 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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1852 N. Damen Ave 
Bucktown 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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St. Hedwig 
(Bucktown - Chicago, IL) 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2023. 
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Chicago Directories 

 

1913 
Joseph Bykowski at 2217 N. Robey (Damen) 

 

1917 
Joseph Bykowski at 2064 N. Hoyne 
Presumed to be the correct Joseph 

 

1923 
Joseph Bykowski listed as grocer at 1436 N. Paulina without clear indication where business is located 
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1928 
Joseph and Roman Bykowski both listed at 2100 N. Hoyne.  

Joseph is listed with grocery store and residence at same address 
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1946 Chicago Whitepages 
First year that Joseph Bykowski is listed with a phone number 

 

1954 Chicago Whitepages 
First year that Joseph (1852 N. Damen) and Roman (946 N. Winchester) are both listed with a phone number 
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1964 Chicago Whitepages 
Joseph died in 1964, but is still listed at 1852 N. Damen 

First year that Roman is listed at 3541 W. Hirsch 
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Additional Information 

Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski are Michael E. Byczek’s great-grandparents. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) married Antoinette Murzynowicz in 
1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta 
and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children, Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north-central Poland):  

• Świerczyn is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Topólka, within Radziejów County 
• Miałkie is located near Świerczyn 
• Bytoń is a village in Radziejów County. It is the seat of the gmina called Gmina Bytoń 
• Niegibalice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 
• Czarnotka is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Piotrków Kujawski, within Radziejów County (Czarnotki is most likely an earlier spelling of Czarnotka) 
• Piotrków Kujawski is a town in Radziejów County 
• Opatowice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów, within Radziejów County (Kolonia Opatowice is near Opatowice) 
• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Pścinno is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 
• Witowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Bykowski and Piotrowski families for over 30 years. He has gathered an extensive collection of documents. 
This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy for Joseph Bykowski and Margaret Piotrowski. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 

8/11/2025 

michael@byczek.pro 
https://michaelbyczek.pro 
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