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Patrick J. Flanagan and Anna Kane were married at Sacred Heart Catholic church in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago on 
9/2/1886.  

Patrick was the son of James Flanagan and Bridget Gaharn. The Flanagan family settled in Port Huron, MI around 1865 from 
Ireland. On balance of probabilities, it is more likely than not, and highly plausible that Patrick was born in Collinstown, County 
Westmeath (Ireland) in 1856. Refer to the James Flanagan and Bridget Gaharn documentary for detailed analysis of these 
documents. Patrick was baptized at the Collinstown Catholic church on 11/23/1856. The church did not list date of birth.  

Anna Kane was the daughter of Patrick Kane and Bridget Rochford. She was born in 1861 in Claremorris, County Mayo (Ireland) 
and baptized at the Kilcolman Catholic church on 9/15/1861. The church did not list the date of birth. Anna settled in Chicago, IL 
from Claremorris around 1881 along with her two brothers Martin and John Kane. 

Patrick relocated to Chicago from Port Huron around 1884. His sisters Catherine and Mary and brother John also lived in 
Chicago, at least on a temporary basis. Patrick remained in Chicago for the rest of his life while his siblings relocated elsewhere. 

The Flanagan surname was also spelled with a variety of phonetic versions, such as Flannigan, Flanigan, and Flannagan. The 
Kane surname was also spelled Keane. Anna was also written as Ann, Anne, and Annie. 

Patrick Flanagan and Anna Kane had a total of nine children, all born in Chicago:  

Child    Born  Church       Notes    

James Patrick Flanagan  6/13/1887 St. Pius V (Pilsen) 
Martin John Flanagan  11/7/1888 Holy Family (Near West Side) 
Anna A. Flanagan  8/12/1890 Sacred Heart (Pilsen) 
Mary Flanagan   12/19/1891 Sacred Heart (Pilsen) 
Catherine M. Flanagan  1/18/1895 St. Agnes (Brighton Park) 
Margaret Mary Flanagan 1/14/1897 St. Agnes (Brighton Park) 
John Flanagan   9/1/1899 Baptism not found      Died when 11 days old 
Bridget Agnes Flanagan  7/21/1901 St. Agnes (Brighton Park) 
Celia C. Flanagan  7/31/1903 Our Lady of Good Counsel (McKinley Park) 

Their son Martin J. Flanagan, a World War I veteran, married Marie T. Talbot (granddaughter of William and Julia Rooney, 
prominent Old Settlers of Chicago), at Holy Name Cathedral in 1922. They are Michael E. Byczek’s great-grandparents. 

Patrick Flanagan primarily worked as a laborer. This included jobs in construction and as a watchman. 

Anna (Kane) Flanagan was listed in 1938 as five foot and two inches tall. 

Patrick Flanagan passed away on 11/11/1908 at the age of 51 while living at 3525 S. Paulina in the McKinley Park neighborhood 
of Chicago. His funeral was held at Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic church on 35th and Hermitage, near the Flanagan family 
home.  

Anna (Kane) Flanagan passed away on 1/21/1941 at the age of 79 while living at 1749 W. 59th St in the West Englewood 
neighborhood of Chicago. Her funeral was held at St. Theodore on 62nd and Paulina, near her home.  

Patrick and Anna Flanagan are buried together in their family plot at Olivet Cemetery in Chicago, IL along with their children 
Martin, Margaret, and John.  

Page  of 1 40



 

1856 Patrick Flanagan Baptism 
Collinstown, County Westmeath (Ireland) 

A baptism took place in Collinstown on November 23, 1856 that is a near perfect match for the Flanagan family. The record is 
somewhat illegible. The baby’s name is Patrick. 

The father’s name is Jacob Flanagan. Jacob is a formal variation of James used for Catholic records. In fact, James was called 
Jacob in Port Huron for his son John’s baptism in 1867. 

The mother’s first name is Bridget. Her maiden name appears to start the with the letters “Gagh” followed by two or three letters. 

 

1861 Anna Kane Baptism 
Kilcolman Catholic Parish - Claremorris, Co. Mayo (Ireland) 

 
1856 Baptism for Patrick Flanagan.  

James is written as Jacob. Bridget’s maiden name is hard to read. 
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1886 Marriage License of Patrick Flanagan and Anna Kane 
Below: Chicago Inter Ocean list of newly issued marriage licenses (8/29/1886) 
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1886 Marriage of Patrick Flanagan and Anna Kane 
Church record (Sacred Heart) 
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Patrick Flanagan’s Death 

 

1908 Death Certificate - Version I 
Chicago, IL 
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1908 Death Certificate - Version I 
Chicago, IL 
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Patrick Flanagan 
Chicago Obituary - Chicago Daily News (11/11/1908) 

Below: Port Huron Times Herald (11/16/1908) 
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The Flanagan family and United States Citizenship 

A strict interpretation of the law would conclude that James Flanagan, his wife Bridget, and their Irish born children (Patrick, 
Mary, and Catherine) were not citizens of the United States.  

Michael E. Byczek, 3x-great-grandson of James Flanagan, is an Illinois attorney and has reviewed family documents from 
Chicago and Port Huron regarding their citizenship status. He has concluded that it is proper to pay tribute to the Flanagan family 
as if they were American citizens as of 1866 while residents of Port Huron, MI.  

The misinterpretation originates in 1865 when James Flanagan filed his first papers followed by a duplicate one year later instead 
of the final papers required to become a citizen. Michael E. Byczek has concluded this was not the fault of his 3x-great-
grandfather. 

Documents show that James Flanagan may not have been able to read or write. Court records suggest that he did not understand 
the intricacy of legal documents, the complexity of law, or government-imposed procedures. 

A fictional, but plausible, chronology of events are described as follows:  

1865: James Flanagan walked into a government office and announced his intentions to become an American citizen. The 
government official instructed James to fill out a form and return in one year to complete another document. 

1866: After waiting one year, James Flanagan returned to the government office and again announced that he wanted to become a 
citizen. The government official told him to fill out a document and go home. James Flanagan did so, and told his entire family 
that they had become American citizens. 

In such a scenario, James Flanagan had the sincere intention of becoming an American citizen, followed the procedures to the best 
of his ability, and lived the rest of his life proud to be a citizen of the United States, despite the lack of a final review of his 
paperwork or administration of an oath. James Flanagan would not have understood these requirements or procedure. 

Both James and Bridget Flanagan passed away in Port Huron believing they were American citizens. Patrick Flanagan told Anna 
Kane that when they were married, she would become a citizen through marriage. He spent the rest of his life believing that he 
was an American citizen. 

Anna (Kane) Flanagan spent her entire widowhood proud to be an American citizen until her sister-in-law discovered that her 
father did not file final papers. Anna Flanagan immediately proceeded to become a citizen in her own right in 1938. She passed 
away just three years later. 

In her naturalization documents, Anna (Kane) Flanagan stated: 

Given the question “I was informed by the following-named person or persons that I was a citizen of the United States”, Anna 
answered:  

 About Sept. 1886, from about the time we were married, my husband told me he was a citizen of the U.S. by naturalization 
 of his father James Flanagan in Pt. Huron, Mich. In about March 1919 when women were starting to vote I registered to   
 vote being as I thought my husband had been a citizen. 

With regard to the question of “I continued as above indicated until the date shown below when I became apprised under the 
following circumstances that my impression was erroneous”, Anna replied: 

 About Sept. 1937 my sister-in-law Cather Hogwood, sent me her father’s papers and I found that they were only 1st   
 papers and that he had never taken final papers.  

Anna further explained, given the question “I have exercised the following rights and duties of a citizen of the United States”, that: 

 I have voted since March 1919. I had one son, Martin Flanagan, in the World War. 

For these reasons, Michael E. Byczek pays tribute to his 2x-great-grandparents Patrick Flanagan and Anna Kane along with his 
3x-great-grandparents James Flanagan and Bridget Gaharn as if they were American citizens. Refer to the James and Bridget 
Flanagan documents for analysis of the documents from Port Huron, MI. 
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Probable Immigration List for Anna Keane 
19 years old (born about 1862) 

Arrived in New York on April 2, 1881 
Departed from Queenstown, Ireland 

Anna (Kane) Flanagan stated in her 1938 naturalization documents that  
she arrived in New York in April 1881 from Queenstown under the name Ann Keane. 
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Zoom View 
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Anna (Kane) Flanagan Naturalization Documents 
Page 1/3 

Page  of 10 40



 

Anna (Kane) Flanagan Naturalization Documents 
Page 2/3 
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Anna (Kane) Flanagan Naturalization Documents 
Page 3/3 
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Anna (Kane) Flanagan’s Death 

 

1941 Anna (Kane) Flanagan Death Certificate 
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1941 Anna (Kane) Flanagan Obituary 
Chicago Daily News (1/22/1941) 
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Children of Patrick Flanagan and Anna Kane 
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1887 Baptism of James Flanagan 
St. Pius V (Pilsen) 

Godparents are William Hogwood (Patrick’s brother-in-law) and Annie Hastings (Patrick’s sister was Minnie Hastings) 
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1887 Birth Certificate of James Patrick Flanagan 
Filed in 1939 

Page 1/2 
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1887 Birth Certificate of James Patrick Flanagan 
Filed in 1939 

Page 2/2 
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1888 Baptism of Martin John Flanagan 
Holy Family (Near West Side) 

Godfather is J. Kane (most likely Anna’s brother John) 
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1890 Baptism of Anna Flanagan 
Sacred Heart (Pilsen) 

Godfather was Martin Kane (Anna’s brother) 
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1891 Baptism of Mary Flanagan  
Sacred Heart (Pilsen) 

Godparents are John and Catherine Flanagan (Patrick’s brother and sister-in-law) 
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1895 Baptism of Catherine Flanagan 
St. Agnes (Brighton Park) 

Below: Birth Certificate filed at time of birth 
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1897 Baptism of Margaret Flanagan 
St. Agnes (Brighton Park) 
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1899 Death Certificate of John Flanagan 
Below: Obituary (Chicago Daily News - 9/12/1899) 
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1901 Baptism of Bridget Agnes Flanagan 
St. Agnes (Brighton Park) 

Godparents are James Flanagan (most likely the baby’s brother) and Mary Kane (most likely Anna’s sister-in-law) 
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1903 Baptism of Celia Flanagan 
Our Lady of Good Counsel (McKinley Park) 

Godmother is Mary McManus (possibly a Kane relative from Claremorris) 
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Flanagan Family Plot at Mt. Olivet Cemetery (Chicago, IL) 

 

Flanagan Family Burial Plot 
Mt. Olivet Cemetery - Chicago, IL 
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Flanagan Family Headstone 
Photo: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 1993. 
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Census Records 

1900  

3809 Lincoln 

Patrick listed as laborer. Patrick lists 1867 and Anna 1881 as year of immigration. 

1910  

3525 Paulina 

Patrick died in 1908. Anna not working (lists that she immigrated in 1882). 

1920  

7331 Racine 

Anna not working. Lists 1882 as year of immigration. 

1930  

1749 W. 59th Street 

Anna listed as owner of the house with value of $7,000. She lists 1882 as year of immigration. 

1940  

1749 W. 59th Street 

Anna not working (lists 6th grade as highest education) 

More Information 

Refer to the James Flanagan and Bridget Gaharn Family documentary for the Port Huron census records that show Patrick 
Flanagan prior to his marriage to Anna Kane in Chicago. 
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1900 Census 
Chicago, IL 

Right half shown below 
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1910 Census 
Chicago, IL 
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1920 Census 
Chicago, IL 
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1930 Census 
Chicago, IL 
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1940 Census 
Chicago, IL 
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Address Chronology 

1886:   Marriage at Sacred Heart (19th and Peoria in the Pilsen neighborhood) 

  The church is most likely where Anna, at minimum, was a parishioner.  

1887:   1330 W. 18th Street 

  James was baptized at St. Pius (19th and Ashland in Pilsen). The address listed on the delayed birth certificate   
  filed in 1939 may not have been accurate, but most likely was near the church. 

1888:   Martin baptized at Holy Family (Roosevelt and Racine in the Near West Side). 

  The family most likely lived near the church. 

1890-1891:  Anna and Mary baptized at Sacred Heart, thus the family most likely lived near the church. 

1893:   166 W. Jackson Blvd. (present-day 741 W. Jackson) in the West Loop. 

  Not verified, but highly likely. It appears that Patrick’s brother and both sisters were associated with the same   
  building. 

1894-1907  3809 S. Lincoln (now Wolcott Ave) in McKinley Park 

1908-1918  3525 S. Paulina St. in McKinley Park 

1919:   5623 S. Ashland Ave in West Englewood 

1920:   7331 S. Racine Ave in Englewood 

1923-1941  1749 W. 59th Street in West Englewood 
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3525 S. Paulina - Chicago, IL 
McKinley Park neighborhood 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2008. 
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Our Lady of Good Counsel 
35th and Hermitage - Chicago, IL (McKinley Park) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2008. 
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Present-day 3809 S. Wolcott - Chicago, IL 
McKinley Park neighborhood 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek, Copyright 2008. 
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Additional Information 

Patrick Flanagan and Anna Kane are Michael E. Byczek’s 2x-great-grandparents. Their son Martin J. Flanagan (great-grandfather) 
married Marie T. Talbot at Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago in 1922. Their daughter Marie C. Flanagan (grandmother) married 
Michael S. Byczek at St. Bridget’s in the Bridgeport neighborhood in 1950. Their son Michael M. Byczek (father) married  
Betty A. Bykowski in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children, Michael E. Byczek (the 
eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Flanagan family from Chicago, Port Huron, and Ireland for over  
30 years. He has gathered an extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy 
for Patrick Flanagan and Anna Kane. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 

6/24/2025 

michael@byczek.pro 
https://michaelbyczek.pro 
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