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Martin J. Flanagan was the son of Patrick J. Flanagan and Anna Kane. He was born in Chicago, IL on 11/7/1888 and was baptized at Holy Family Church in the Near West 
Side neighborhood. The Flanagan family lived in the McKinley neighborhood for most of Martin’s life prior to World War I. Martin spent most of his career working as a 
brick maker. He primarily lived with his mother Anna (Kane) Flanagan until his marriage in 1922, but probably had briefly resided near his employment.  

Martin served with the 23rd Engineers (Wagon Company 1) in France during World War I. The 23rd Engineers were known as the road builders of the American 
Expeditionary Forces (AEF). He was promoted from Private to Private 1st Class at the end of the war while still in France. 

He enlisted at the Jackson Barracks near St. Louis, Missouri on 12/7/1917, at the age of 29, and formally joined Wagon Company 1 of the 23rd Engineers on 1/12/1918. 
Discharge took place at Camp Grant in Rockford, Illinois on 6/20/1919. 

Martin J. Flanagan married Marie T. Talbot on 5/22/1922 at Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago (the same church where Marie’s parents Edward H. Talbot and  
Kittie A. Rooney were married in 1880). Marie Talbot was the granddaughter of prominent early Chicago settlers William Rooney and Julia Phelan who date back to 1835. 
Martin was 33 and Marie was 31 years old. After their marriage, Martin and Marie lived in the Brighton Park and Gage Park neighborhoods before returning to Bridgeport 
in the late 1920s. They remained in Bridgeport for the remainder of their lives. Their daughter Marie C. Flanagan married Michael S. Byczek at St. Bridget’s in  
Bridgeport in 1950. They are Michael E. Byczek’s grandparents.  

Martin J. Flanagan passed away on 10/22/1947 while the family lived at 2888 S. Archer. He was buried with his parents in the Patrick and Anna Flanagan family plot at 
Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Chicago. Marie (Talbot) Flanagan passed away on 2/14/1957 while living with her daughter Marie Byczek at 2520 S. Stark in Bridgeport. She was 
buried with her daughter Anna, parents, and paternal grandparents in the Thomas and Hannah Talbot family plot at Calvary Cemetery in Evanston, IL. 

Michael E. Byczek, great-grandson of Martin J. Flanagan, compiled a comprehensive HTML-based World War I online archive with documents, videos, photographs, and 
books. The archive was originally compiled in November 2022 to commemorate Veteran’s Day: 

https://michaelbyczek.pro/genealogy/worldwar1/martinflanagan.html 

Martin J. Flanagan’s son-in-law Michael S. Byczek served with the 81st Division Infantry (321st Regiment), known as the “Wildcats” during World War II in the Pacific. 
His grandson Michael M. Byczek is an honorably discharged Naval Air Reservist (Vietnam Era). 

From Marie (Flanagan) Byczek’s perspective, her father, husband, and eldest son all served in the military. 

Martin’s mother Anna (Kane) Flanagan used her son’s service during World War I as a crucial fact to fix a naturalization mistake that originated from Martin’s grandfather 
James Flanagan in Port Huron, Michigan in the 1860s. 
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Veteran Index Card 
Veteran’s Index Card 

Page  of 34 106
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.            

World War I Regimental Roster for the 23rd Engineers 
(compiled using the Flanagan family’s address at the beginning of the war) 

Actual item from the Michael E. Byczek Genealogy Collection 
Copyright 2025. Michael E. Byczek. 
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Entry for Martin Flanagan in the 23rd Engineers Regimental Roster 
Photograph of the actual page from the physical item 

Copyright 2025. Michael E. Byczek. 
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World War I Draft Card World War I Draft Card 
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World War II Draft Card - Part 1 
 

World War II Draft Card - Part A 

Page  of 40 106
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  World War II Draft Card - Part 2 
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World War II Draft Card - Part B 
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World War I Outgoing Ship Manifest 
 

World War I Departure Manifest - Version 1 

Page  of 30 106
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World War I Incoming Ship Manifest World War I Arrival Manifest - Version 1 

Page  of 32 106Martin J. Flanagan and World War I - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 10 37



 

 

Hoboken Embarkation Personnel File 
Jefferson Barracks listed as point of enlistment 
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Final Payment Roll  

Martin Flanagan was discharged at Camp Grant (Rockford, IL) on 6/20/1919. The ship arrived at Hoboken, NJ on 6/4/1919. It appears that Martin was part of a segment of 
the 23rd Engineers that were demobilized at Camp Mills, NY on 6/19/1919. When Martin Flanagan was discharged at Camp Grant, he was listed as part of a 
demobilization unit.  

Martin received $77.82 cash in hand as final pay. 

 

Final Pay 
Cover Sheet 
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Final Pay - Page 1 
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Final Pay - Page 2 
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Morning Reports 

Wagon Company 1 of the 23rd Engineers, as did other units, maintained a daily log called the “Morning Reports”. This crucial source of military history detailed an outline 
what the 23rd Engineers did every day from the first to the last day of the war. This is the only known daily chronology of events for the 23rd Engineers.  

Martin Flanagan is mentioned 14 times and these documents are the only source of information to know exactly what he did on a daily basis in France: 

January 1918 - Assigned to Wagon Co 1 
May 1918 - Special duty to construct new camp 
May 1918 - Restored from special duty 
September 1918 - Special duty with Company C 23rd Engineers 
September 1918 - Restored from special duty with Company C 
November 1918 - Special duty at Bernecourt 
November 1918 - Restored from special duty at Bernecourt 
November 1918 - Special duty at “Woinville” 
November 1918 - Restored from special duty at “Vernville” 
December 1918 - On Leave in Aix-les-Bains 
January 1919 - Returned from Leave 
February 1919 - Sick in Hospital 
March 1919 - Returned to duty from hospital 
May 1919 - Promotion 

Generally, a wagoner was responsible for driving and maintaining horse-drawn wagons in the AEF, carrying supplies and equipment close to front-line operations. 

Martin J. Flanagan and World War I - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 15 37



 

January 12, 1918 - Assigned to Wagon Co 1 
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May 5, 1918 - Special duty to construct new camp 
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May 14, 1918 - Restored from special duty 

Note: There is a general remark about those on special duty having been restored to the company 
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September 13, 1918 - Special duty with Company C 23rd Engineers 
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September 15, 1918 - Restored from special duty with Company C 
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November 11, 1918 - Special duty at Bernecourt 
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November 13, 1918 - Restored from special duty at Bernecourt 
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November 16, 1918 - Special duty at “Woinville” 
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November 18, 1918 - Restored from special duty at “Vernville” 
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December 20, 1918 - On Leave in Aix-les-Bains 

Note: The exact date is not entirely clear, but appears to be the 20th 
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January 4, 1919 - Returned from Leave 
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February 19, 1919 - Sick in Hospital 
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March 11, 1919 - Returned to duty from hospital 
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May 8, 1919 - Promotion from Private to Private 1st Class 
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Chronology of Martin Flanagan's Service — Based on Unit Morning Reports 

The following locations as a collective show Martin Flanagan's timeline in France. The logbooks are often written with phonetic spelling. Not all towns have been 
identified on a present-day map.  

It appears that Wagon Company 1 stayed within the Meuse and Meurthe-et-Moselle "Departments".  

All the known locations are near St. Mihiel and Nancy. The identified towns are in the same general area. It is presumed that the others that have not been found are 
nearby. Some towns are based on similarity in phonetic spelling and close proximity. The only location outside this area was Aix-les-Bains where Martin Flanagan was on 
leave. Some pages from the logbooks are unreadable due to LQ scans and faded ink.  

Where original logbook entries are unclear or spelled phonetically, conclusions about locations are based on the closest plausible modern place-name within documented 
unit movements. 

Chronology 

1/12/1918 - Martin Flanagan assigned to company from Detach 23rd Engineers at Camp Meade. Earlier that same day, company moved from Camp Meade to Camp Laurel  

1/20/1918 - Wagon Co #1 consisted of 102 enlisted men and 1 captain. Left station with 1st Batt 23rd Engineers (Companies A, B, and C with Truck #1 and #2). Appears 
also had a detached Wagon Company #2 with 18 enlisted without officers.  

1/21/1918 - Arrived at Jersey City, NJ. Boarded ship Huron in Hoboken, NJ.  

1/24/1918 - Ship left Hoboken.  

2/6/1918 - Arrived at Brest, France  

2/7/1918 - Left ship Huron.  

2/8/1918 - Boarded train. Arrived at Saint Nazoire.  

2/9/1918 - Marched to American base (3 miles)  

2/13/1918 - "Moved Camp"  

2/21/1918 - Left Camp and marched to Saint Nazoire (possibly to board train)  

2/23/1918 - "Laying at Toule" ?  

2/24/1918 - Marched to Menil La Tour (?). Company divided. Smaller group (possibly 31 pvts) marched to Gerard Sas. Remainder marched to Burkey (Camp Burly?)  

4/6/1918 - Moved camp from Camp Burly to Minilalauer (?)  

5/5/1918 - Martin Flanagan (and others) placed on special duty to construct new camp at Rangeval  
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5/14/1918 - Moved camp from Minilateur (?) to Rangeval. Another entry shows moved camp from Ouebec to Rangeval. Those on special duty restored to regular duty.  

9/13/1918 - Martin Flanagan (and others) on special duty with Company C 23rd Engineers. Returned to regular duty with strange notation. Entered on 9/15 with comment 
"Sept 14/18".  

9/19/1918 - Moved camp from Flirey (?) to Arrecourt (Bernecourt?) via Camp La Reine  

10/1/1918 - Moved camp from La Reine to Flirey.  

10/16/1918 - Moved camp from Flirey to Essey (6 kilometers).  

10/31/1918 - Left Essey for Weinville (12 kilometers) [Varneville ?]  

11/11/1918 - Martin Flanagan on special duty (with others) at Bernecourt. Returned to regular duty on 13th.  

11/16/1918 - Looks like Martin Flanagan something with Varneville D or SD from/to  

11/18/1918 - Martin Flanagan (and others) D from SD at Varneville (can't make everything out)  

12/20/1918 - Martin Flanagan (and others) on leave at Aix Les Bains (some illegible)  

1/4/1919 - Martin Flanagan returned to duty from leave at Ais Les Bains  

1/5/1919 - Moved camp from Wainville (Meuse) enroute to Belleville (Bellville) (Meurehe et Moselle?). Stopped at Demevre-en-Haye for night - Left on 6th. Appears 28 
kilometers total first stage. Another 20 kilometers 2nd phase.  

2/19/1919 - Martin Flanagan duty to sick in hospital  

3/1-10/1919 - Hauling from Dieuloward (dievlovord) quarry (while at Belleville (M+M)  

3/10/1919 - Martin Flanagan from sick in hospital to duty with company  

4/22/1919 - Left Belleville for Sovilly (Meuse). Appears arrived at St. Mihiel (Meuse) (49 kilometers). Left St. Mihiel on 23rd and arrived at Sovilly (Meuse) , which was 
28.9 kilometers.  

5/8/1919 - Pvt Martin Flanagan promoted to Private 1st Class.  

5/15/1919 - Train at Souilly for Le Mans (arrived 17th). Appears to be an embarkation center.  

5/1919 (date illegible) - Left Le Mans railroad for Brest  

5/31/1919 - Boarded ship Finisterre at Brest  
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6/1/1919 - Sailed for US  

6/10/1919 - Arrived at Hoboken 
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Actual Video Footage from the National Archives 

The U.S. National Archives have several digitized videos that show, or at least reference, the 23rd Engineers during World War I in France. 

Video 1 

1280 - Occupation of Lucey Sector (Lorraine, 8/10/1918 - 9/11/1918) 

Scenes 13-15: 23rd Engineers directing the 508th Engineers. Appears to start at 3:05.  

Video 2 

1327 - The St Mihiel Offensive, 9/10/1918 - 9/25/1918) 

Scene 35: 23rd Engineers tearing down building for material to repair roads. Appears to start at 7:39. Probably includes subsequent scenes, which appear continuous.  

Video 3 

1462 - March into Germany (Nov-Dec 1918) 

It appears that this collection includes the scenes from #1280. The video clip itself does not show anything about the 23rd Engineers.  

Video 4 

1495: Part I, Part II - - Engineer Corps, Road Building (1918-1919) 

Reel 1:  

Scenes #10-16 are mostly 23rd Engineers Company C. It appears Scene #10 starts at 2:38. Scene #17 starts at 4:08.  

Reel 2:  

Scene #42: 23rd and 111th Engineers with 53rd Pioneers build road. Starts at 2:36.  

Scenes #51, 53: 23rd Engineer stone crushers: Starts at 4:25.  

Scenes #61-63: Company B 23rd Engineers working on roads. Starts at 6:31.  

Note: Film 1495 is wrong about reel numbers. Reel 1 is actually Reel 2. Use above notation for proper links (Reel 1 is Part I).  
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Video 5 

1497 - Engineer Corps, Standard Gauge Railway Activities (1918)  

Scene #29: 23rd Engineers using steam roller (scene not all 23rd). Appears to start at 9:04.  

Video 6 

1498: Part I, Part II - Engineer Corps, Light Railway Activities (1918) 

This film is more difficult to itemize which scenes are the 23rd Engineers. The opening statement appears to suggest that the 23rd Engineers are featured in numerous 
scenes without explicit reference. 
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Photographs and Detailed Reports from the National Archives and other Sources 

There are numerous photographs of the 23rd Engineers available from the U.S. National Archives and other online sources.  

At least three books commemorate the 23rd Engineers, but not specifically Wagon Company 1. These books contain photographs. 

History of Engineer Wagon Company 5, 23rd Engineers (1920) 
Company A, 23rd Engineers (1920) 
Company C, 23rd Engineers (1922) 

The website fold3.com also has digitized copies of Officer reports and cablegrams that portray daily activities of the 23rd Engineers. 
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General Information about the 23rd Engineers 

The 23rd Engineers were activated on 9/5/1917 at Camp Meade, Maryland. 

It appears that 23rd Engineers consisted of Companies A-M, Wagon Companies 1-5, and Truck Companies 1-10 

Wagon Company 1 appears to have been attached to the 1st Battalion (Companies A, B, C) 

However, it also appears that there were detachments of Wagon Company 1 dispersed to different areas with different groups. Therefore, it is unknown exactly where each 
member of Wagon Company 1 was most associated during their entire time in France. 

The 23rd Engineers were called the “Road Builders of the American Expeditionary Forces” and also “The Highwayman”. 

They are credited with participating in three battles:  Lorraine 
       Saint Michiel 
       Meuse-Argonne 

Generally, the 23rd Engineers were involved with the following activities:  

- Build and maintain highways destroyed by shell fire 
- Operated Quarries 
- Transported crushed stone 
- Built, repaired, widened roads, bridges, and rail road tracks 
- Buried the dead 
- Rehabilitate areas contaminated by chemical warfare 
- Disposed ordinances 

The 23rd Engineers published a form for men to apply and join based on their road building experience. Sources seem to say this is how the 23rd filled their ranks. Any 
American man between 18 and 40 who hadn’t been called by a local board in the draft was eligible for these “special battalions”. All men must enlist as privates with rate 
of pay $33 per month plus expenses. The application form asked to “state briefly your road-building or other construction experience” and “what machinery can you 
operate”. 

Ad discussed modern road building machinery of rock-crushing plants, steam shovels, road rollers, tractors, graders, motor trucks, and pumps. Also have dump wagons, 
wheel and drag scrapers, and similar dirt-moving equipment. 

They were looking for enlisted personnel with following skills: surveyors, draftsmen, clerks, stenographers, axmen, blacksmiths, machinists, gas-engine operators, repair, 
crusher operators, hand drill, air drills, quarrymen, powdermen, masons, teamsters, pile-driver operators, concrete, road and bridge men, tractor operators, grader operators, 
bridge carpenters, motor truck drivers, chauffeurs, cooks, auto repair, pipe fitters, electricians, horseshoers, tailors, shoemakers, musicians, mechanics, telephone operators, 
steamfitters, tool sharpeners, ditchers, boatmen, shovel runners, barbers, veterinarians, French interpreters, bituminous road men, iron workers, riggers, automobile drivers, 
and operators of gasoline machinery. 

World War I ended on 11/11/1918. The 23rd Engineers remained in Europe through June 1919 for standard post-war clean up and repair. 

Martin J. Flanagan and World War I - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 36 37



Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. Research and analysis have been 
published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in 
September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Martin J. Flanagan and Marie T. Talbot are Michael E. Byczek’s great-grandparents. Their eldest child, a daughter, Marie C. Flanagan (grandmother) married  
Michael S. Byczek at St. Bridget’s in the Bridgeport neighborhood in 1950. Their eldest child, a son, Michael M. Byczek (father) married Betty A. Bykowski in 1974  
at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood.  

Revision History: 
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