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Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents were Adalbert (Wojciech) Dudek and Apollonia (Apolonia) Gil. They were married in 1810 at the Catholic Church located in 
Przeczyca. The marriage record was listed under Zagórze for House #11, which appears to have been indexed based on the groom’s residence. As a result, the Gil family 
farm cannot be identified from the marriage record alone. It is verified that Apollonia Gil’s father was Valentine (Walenty) Gil. However, her mother’s name was not 
written down in any known document. Apollonia was listed as 24 years old in 1810, which gives an estimated year of birth as 1786. Online access to digitized baptism 
records for the Przeczyca Parish begins with the year 1784. However, Apollonia’s baptism has not been found. It’s possible that she was older than 24 when she got 
married, or the family was not living in Zagórze or the Przeczyca Parish at the time. 

Marriage and baptism records show that Adalbert Dudek and Apollonia Gil maintained close associations with several Gil families in Zagórze. The Gil surname itself is 
rare in Zagórze and the Dudek family was associated with most of these individuals. For example:  

1810:  Nicholas (Mikołaj) Gil was a witness to the marriage of Apollonia Gil and Adalbert Dudek 
1820:  Mathias (Maciej) Gil and Marianna (wife of Martin/Marcin) Podlasek were the godparents at Gregory (Grzegorz) Dudek’s baptism 
1820: Thecla (Tekla) Woytowicz (wife of Valentine/Walenty) was Michael (Michał) Dudek’s godmother 
1827:  Thomas (Tomasz) Gil and Marianna Podlasek were the godparents at Marianna Dudek’s baptism 

The common link among these Gil families is House #35 Zagórze. That was the Valentine Gil and Marianna Chebda family farm. Their verified children are: 

Child   Birth    Notes 

Thecla   About 1777   Married Valentine Woytowicz/Wójtowicz 
Nicholas  About 1782-1786  Relocated to Dęborzyn within the Przeczyca Parish 
Mathias   1792     Born at House #35 Zagórze 

Furthermore, analysis of records show that Marianna Gil’s marriage to Martin Podlasek in 1795 was listed for House #35 without any known reference to her parents.  
John (Jan) Gil was born at House #35 in 1786. His parents were Valentine and Marianna Gil without a maiden name. It is reasonable to conclude that Marianna Gil was 
Valentine Gil and Marianna Chebda’s daughter and that John was their son.  

The Valentine Gil and Marianna Chebda family was also associated with House #25 in Zagórze, which is confirmed through their son Nicholas. A death record for an  
80-year old Marianna Gil was registered at House #25 Zagórze in 1812. It is reasonable to conclude that this was the mother of Nicholas. Apollonia (Gil) Dudek’s son 
Gregory Dudek married Marianna Król in 1844 from House #25. They acquired ownership of the farm through their marriage. Marianna Król was the granddaughter of 
Philip (Filip) Król and his first wife Sophia (Zofia) Lacki. Margaret (Małgorzata) Woytowicz, a granddaughter of Valentine Gil and Marianna Chebda, married Mathias 
(Maciej) Król, the son of Philip Król and his second wife Agnes (Agnieszka) Woytowicz from House #25. Members of the Valentine Gil and Marianna Chebda family 
were also associated with House #24 Zagórze. Marianna Król was briefly living at House #24 when she married Gregory Dudek in 1844. Philip Król’s second wife Agnes 
Woytowicz was from House #24. Baptism records also show that the Philip Król and Valentine Gil families were associated with each other as godparents. 
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The only known death record for a man named Valentine Gil in Zagórze was recorded in 1819 at House #19, a farm with no otherwise known connection to the family. He 
was listed as 80 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1739.  

On the balance of probabilities, it is more likely than not and highly plausible to be true that Apollonia (Gil) Dudek’s mother was Marianna Chebda. Marianna’s maiden 
name was written as Chebdzionka. The most accurate version of the surname, at least for genealogy, is Chebda. It is reasonable to exclude the possibility that Marianna 
Chebda was Apollonia Gil’s stepmother since she (Marianna) and Valentine Gil had children who were older and younger than Apollonia. 

There is uncertainty with the 1812 death record for Marianna Gil at House #25. Her estimated year of birth was 1732. Marianna’s youngest known child was born in 1792. 
This implies that Marianna Chebda was 60 years old in 1792, which is not possible. Two explanations are possible. The first is that Marianna (Chebda) Gil’s age of 80 at 
the time of her death was a large overestimation. She should have been closer to 65 years old to have been about 45 in 1792. Another possibility is that the Marianna Gil 
who died in 1812 was actually Valentine’s mother, not his wife.  
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Present-day Catholic Church in Przeczyca  
Parafia rzymskokatolicka pw. Najświętszej Maryi Panny Wniebowziętej 

Cemetery is located in the background 
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Apollonia (Gil) Dudek 

 

Marriage of Adalbert Dudek and Apollonia Gil on 8/19/1810 (Przeczyca Parish) 
Witnesses: Peter Woytowicz and Nicolas Gil 
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Baptism of Gregory and Michael Dudek (twins) 
Born on 3/8/1820 

House #11 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

Apollonia Gil was listed as the daughter of Valentine Gil 

Michael’s godmother was Thecla (Gil) Woytowicz 
Gregory’s godfather was Mathias Gil 

Note: This baptism is shown as one example where Apollonia’s father name was written in a verified record. 
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Death record of Apollonia (Gil) Dudek - House #11 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 
Died on 1/16/1849 
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Possible Death of Valentine Gil  

 

1819 Death of Valentine Gil 
House #19 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

Listed as 80 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1739 
Died on 2/21/1819 
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Possible Death of Marianna Gil  

 

Death of Marianna Gil 
House #25 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

Listed as 80 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1732 
Died on 12/15/1812 
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Children of Valentine Gil and Marianna Chebda 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Thomas 

 

Unverified marriage of Thomas Gil 
1811 - Przeczyca (Przeczyca Parish) 

Listed as 40 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1771 

One of the witnesses was Nicholas Gil 
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Marianna 

 

1795 Marriage of Marianna Gil 
Listed as 18 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1777 

Listed for House #35 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

One of the witnesses was Adalbert Dudek 
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1801 Baptism of Lawrence Podlasek 
House #28 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 
Lawrence Gil was the godfather 
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1813 Baptism of Frank Podlasek 
House #22 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

The godmother was Apolonia Gil. However, she married Adalbert Dudek in 1810. 
It appears that the wife of Adalbert Dudek was the only Apolonia Gil in the entire Przeczyca parish, so the use of her maiden versus married name is probably an error.  

Valentine Gil and Marianna Chebda - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 13 30



 

1831 Death of Marianna (Gil) Podlasek 
House #18 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

This is presumed to be the correct record based on her husband’s name 
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Thecla 

 

1801 Marriage of Thecla Gil 
She was listed as 18 years old with an estimated year of birth of 1783 

Husband was Valentine Woytowicz 
The marriage is listed for house #29, but could refer to the groom 

One witness was Peter Woytowicz, who may have been the same person who served as a witness to Apollonia Gil’s wedding 
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1821 Baptism of Jacob Woytowicz 
House is #35 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

Thecla's father is Valentine Gil.  
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1805 Baptism of Marianna Woytowicz 
House #24 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

Witnesses were Nicholas Gil and Agnes Król  
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1809 Baptism of Marianna Woytowicz 
House #24 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 
The godfather was Philip Król 
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1812 Baptism of Mathias Woytowicz 
House #24 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

Godparents were Peter Woytowicz and Apollonia Dudek 
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1815 Baptism of Victoria Woytowicz 
House #15 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

Godmother was Apollonia Dudek 
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1830 Marriage of Matthew Król and Margaret Podlasek 
Listed under Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

Margaret was listed as the granddaughter of Valentine Gil and Matthew as the son of Philip Król 
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Nicholas 

 

1804 Marriage of Nicholas Gil 
Listed as 20 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1784 

Wife was Catherine Zimma (surname slightly illegible) 
Listed under Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

House #25 
One of the witnesses was Valentine Woytowicz 
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1806 Death of Catherine Gil 
House #2 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

There is not enough family information about this death record to determine her exact identity 
It is presumed to have been the wife of Nicholas, who remarried in 1808 as a widower 
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1808 Marriage of Nicholas Gil, a widower 
Listed as 26 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1782 

Listed under House #20 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca) 

This is presumed to be the correct Nicholas Gil 
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1821 Marriage of Nicholas Gil 
Listed as 35 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1786 

Parents are listed as Valentine Gil and Marianna Chebda  
Listed under House #27 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca) 
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1847 Death of Nicholas Gil 
House #4 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca) 

 
This is presumed to be the correct death record 
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John 

 

1786 Baptism of John Gil 
House #35 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

This is the earliest baptism for a child of Valentine and Marianna Gil after 1784, which is when the available digitized church records begin. 
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1813 Marriage of John Gil 
Listed under House #35 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

Valentine Woytowicz was a witness 
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Mathias 

 

1792 Baptism of Mathias Gil 
House #35 Zagórze (Przeczyca) 

The mother’s full name of Marianna Chebdzionka was included in this record. 
The godmother was Agnes Dudek, who was the wife of Adalbert who later married Apollonia Gil. 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. Research and analysis have been 
published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in 
September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Valentine Gil and Marianna Chebda are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Apollonia Gil (4x-great-grandmother) married Adalbert Dudek in  
1810 in Przeczyca. Their son Gregory Dudek (3x-great-grandfather) married Marianna Król in 1844, also in Przeczyca. Their son Adalbert Dudek (2x-great-grandfather) 
married Victoria Król in 1886, also in Przeczyca. Their daughter Maryanna Dudek (great-grandmother) married Martin Byczek in Chicago, IL at St. Mary of Perpetual 
Help in the Bridgeport neighborhood in 1907. Their son Michael S. Byczek (grandfather) married Marie Flanagan in 1950 at St. Bridget’s in Bridgeport. Their eldest child 
Michael M. Byczek (father) married Betty A. Bykowski in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest 
and was born in Bridgeport. 

Southeast Poland - Dębica County, Subcarpathian Voivodeship: 

• Przeczyca is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brzostek 
• Zagórze is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Jodłowa 
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