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Valentine (Walenty) Kocinski and Elizabeth (Elżbieta) Lasocki were married in 1828 at the Catholic Church located in Piotrków 
Kujawski. Parish church records show that Valentine Kocinski served as the village head of Stary Radziejów, where he was born, 
within the Radziejów Catholic Parish, at least, between 1844 and 1845. There appears to have been only one Valentine Kocinski in 
the entire parish during this period.  

Valentine was the son of Benedict (Benedykt) Kocinski and Agnes (Agnieszka) Kapelak. He was living in Stary Radziejów at the 
time of 1828 wedding. The best candidate baptism record is from 1808.  

Elizabeth was the daughter of Ignatius (Ignacy) Lasocki and Catherine (Katarzyna) Gorzycki. She was born in Lubsin within the 
Piotrków Kujawski Parish where the family was living in 1828. The best candidate baptism record is from 1810.  

The maiden names Kapelak and Gorzycki appear to be correct, although neither has been fully verified. The surname Kocinski 
was also spelled with multiple phonetic variations. 

Valentine Kocinski and Elizabeth Lasocki had twelve known children, all born in Stary Radziejów. Some records were for 
Kolonia Stary Radziejów, but it appears that the terms refer to the same village. 
  
Child     Birth    Notes 

Andrew (Andrzej)   1829    
Antonia (Antonina)   1833 
Catherine (Katarzyna)   1836    Died in 1836 
Philip (Filip)   1837     
Catherine (Katarzyna)  1839    
Marianna     1842 
Marciana (Marcjanna)  1844  | twins 
Rosalie (Rozalia)    1844  |   Died in 1845 
Anthony (Antoni)   1846    Died in 1849 
Joseph (Józef)   1849 
Ignatius (Ignacy)   1852    Died in 1859 
Agnes (Agnieszka)  1854     

Their daughter Catherine Kocinski, born in 1839, married John (Jan) Nowakowski in 1857 at the church in Radziejów. They are 
Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandparents.  

Valentine Kocinski passed away in 1874 while the family lived in Stary Radziejów. The death record for Elizabeth (Lasocki) 
Kocinski has not been found. It appears that she survived her husband. 
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1808 Baptism of Valentine Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Nepomucena Kocinski was the godmother 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Best candidate for the 1810 Baptism of Elizabeth Lasocki 
Lubsin (Piotrków Kujawski) 

Refer to the Ignatius Lasocki and Catherine Gorzycki Documentary for more information. 

Elizabeth Lasocki was born about 1810 in Lubsin as she was listed as 18 years old in 1828. 

This is the best candidate baptism because the father was Ignatius Lasocki. 
There appears to have been only one Ignatius Lasocki in the entire parish. 

The record identifies the mother as Elizabeth Gorzycki and the child as Catherine.  

It is possible that the names were inadvertently reversed in the record, and that the mother was  
Catherine Gorzycki and the child Elizabeth Lasocki.  
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1828 Marriage of Valentine Kocinski and Elizabeth Lasocki 
Lubsin (Piotrków Kujawski) 
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1874 Death of Valentine Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Radziejów 

Wniebowzięcia Najświętszej Maryi Panny 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) that Stary Radziejów and Kolonia Stary Radziejów  
most likely referred to the same village 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Piotrków Kujawski 

Source: Google Maps Street View 
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Valentine Kocinski - Village Head of Stary Radziejów 

Church records show that Valentine Kocinski held the status of “Village Head” of Stary Radziejów from at least the end of 1844 
through early 1845. The exact start and end dates of his tenure are unknown.  

The 1844 baptism record of his twin daughters also referred to Valentine Kocinski as the village head.  

 

AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) of how to accurately describe Valentine Kocinski’s status as “village head” 
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Random 1844 baptism record that showed Valentine Kocinski served as a witness with the status of village head 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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Random 1845 baptism record that showed Valentine Kocinski served as a witness with the status of village head 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) of how Valentine Kocinski may have become the village head of Stary Radziejów 
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AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) of multiple references to Valentine Kocinski’s status as village head 
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AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) of why Valentine Kocinski’s status of “village head” 
was probably specific to Stary Radziejów and not a larger area 
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Children of Valentine Kocinski and Elizabeth Lasocki 

Representative documents are shown below: 
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Andrew 

 

1829 Baptism of Andrew Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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1851 Marriage of Andrew Kocinski and Agnes Graczyk 

Witowo (Witowo) 
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Antonia 

 

1833 Baptism of Antonia Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

The witnesses were Paul Kocinski and Michael Gorzycki 
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Valentine Kocinski and Elizabeth Lasocki - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 26 63



 

1849 Marriage of Antonia Kocinski and Jakub Marciniak 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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Catherine 

 

1836 Baptism of Catherine Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

The witness and godfather was Edward Kocinski who was an estate official 
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1836 Death of Catherine Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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Philip 

 

1837 Baptism of Philip Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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1859 Marriage of Filip Kocinski and Agnieszka Debowska 
(Byton Parish) 
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Catherine 

 

1839 Baptism of Catherine Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

The godmother was Josephine Kocinski 
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1857 Marriage of John Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Frank Kocinski, identified as the bride’s uncle, was a witness 
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Marianna 

 

1842 Baptism of Marianna Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

The witness and godfather was Clemens Kapelinski. It is unclear whether this was a variation of the surname Kapelak.  
The godmother appears to have been Marianna Kocinski, but the surname is slightly illegible. 
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1858 Marriage of Marianna Kocinski and Filip Gorzycki 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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Marciana 

 

1844 Baptism of twins Marciana and Rosalie Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Valentine Kocinski was identified as the village head 
Nicholas Kocinski was a witness and godfather 
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Rosalie 

 

1845 Death of Rosalie Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Rosalie was a twin of Marciana. Their joint baptism record is shown above.  
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Anthony 

 

1846 Baptism of Anthony Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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1849 Death of Anthony Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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Joseph 

 

1849 Baptism of Joseph Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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Ignatius 

 

1852 Baptism of Ignatius Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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1859 Death of Ignatius Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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Agnes 

 

1854 Baptism of Agnes Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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1870 Marriage of Agnes Kocinski and Marcin Ziemniewicz 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Valentine Kocinski and Elizabeth Lasocki are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Catherine Kocinski  
(3x-great-grandmother) married John Nowakowski in 1857 in Radziejów. Their daughter Victoria Nowakowski (2x-great-
grandmother) married Joseph Piotrowski in 1876, also in Radziejów. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) 
married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in 
the United States when he was three years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago. Roman married 
Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter  
Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley. They have two children. 
Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in central Poland: 

• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Stary Radziejów is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów, within Radziejów County 
• Piotrków Kujawski is a town in Radziejów County 
• Lubsin is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Piotrków Kujawski, within Radziejów County [It is presumed that 

Lubsin and Lupsin are the same village] 
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