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Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents were Adalbert (Wojciech) Malek and Agnes (Agnieszka) Pawelkiewicz who were 
married in 1813 at the Catholic Church located in Brdów within the Greater Poland Voivodeship of Poland. The identity of 
Adalbert Malek’s parents was not listed in his marriage or death record. The 1813 marriage record indicated that he was from 
Skaszyn within the Izbica Kujawski Catholic Parish in the Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship. His age was recorded as 36 years 
old with an estimated year of birth as 1777.  

A baptism record was found in Skaszyn for a baby named Adalbert Malek who was born in 1778. His parents were Stanley 
(Stanisław) and Apolonia Malek. This appears to be the only baptism in the entire parish for an Adalbert Malek born around 1777. 
One of the witnesses to the 1813 marriage was Joseph Malek. Stanley and Apolonia Malek from Skaszyn had a son named Joseph. 
There appears to only be one Apolonia Malek in the Izbica Parish who was the right age. A marriage record was found for Stanley 
Malek and Apolonia Kowal from 1767. Adalbert Malek, who was born in 1778, was a twin. The godmother of his twin brother 
George was Maryanna Kowal. Therefore, on the balance of probabilities, Adalbert Malek was the son of Stanley Malek and 
Apolonia Kowal.  

The 1767 marriage record indicated that Stanley Malek was from Skaszyn and Apolonia Kowal was from Bierzyn. The marriage 
may have been indexed for Skaszyn, but the notation is unclear. Records from the time period also used the spelling “Kaszyn”. It 
is presumed that these two villages are the same with the spelling having changed over time. The Malek surname was also 
recorded as Malczak and Malkow, along with other similar phonetic variations. 

Online access to digitized church records for the Izbica Kujawski Parish has large gaps in availability, in particular death records. 
While the surname Malek is not uncommon in the parish, the names Stanley and Apolonia are relatively rare. Reconstruction of 
the available records provides a highly probable chronology of their family: 

Year  Events          Records 

1767:   Marriage of Stanley Malek and Apolonia Kowal     Actual (Stanley from Skaszyn) 
1771-1778: Five known baptisms for the children of Stanley and Apolonia Malek  Actual (all for Skaszyn) 
1778:   Death of Apolonia Malek       Index (name only) 
1779:  Marriage of Stanley Malek and Agnes Wojciech      Index (names only) 
1780-1794: Seven known baptisms for the children of Stanley and Agnes Malek  Actual (all for Skaszyn) 
1808:  Death of Stanley Malek        Index (name only) 

Analysis has revealed that the Apolonia Malek who lived in Skaszyn disappeared from the church records in 1778. Somebody 
named Stanley Malek from Skaszyn got married shortly afterwards. These collective records suggest that Stanley Malek’s first 
wife Apolonia Kowal passed away in 1778 and that he remarried the following year to Agnes (Agnieszka) Wojciech. Because 
Stanley's marriage to Agnes Wojciech was recorded in 1779, the seven baptisms from 1780 through 1794 are attributed to Stanley 
and his second wife, Agnes, rather than Apolonia. 

Five children have been identified as the probable children of Stanley Malek and Apolonia Kowal: 

Child      Year  Notes 

Joseph (Józef)      1771  Surname was not recorded in the baptism 
Benedict (Benedykt)     1774  
Blaise (Blažej)     1777  
Adalbert Cajetan (Wojciech Kajetan)   1778  | Twins 
George (Jerzy)     1778  | 

Their son Adalbert Malek married Agnes (Agnieszka) Pawelkiewicz in 1813 in Brdów. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-
grandparents. 
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Seven children have been identified as the probable children of Stanley Malek and Agnes Wojciech: 

Child    Year 

Joseph (Józef)   1780  
Valentine (Walenty)  1782  
Andrew  (Andrzej)  1783  
Blaise (Blažej)   1785  
Thecla (Tekla)   1787  
Sophia (Zofia)   1790  
Bartholomew (Bartłomiej) 1794  

An additional baptism has been found from Skaszyn that raises an uncertainty about whether there may have been two Stanley 
Malek families at the same time. Jacob Malek was born in 1786, which falls within the range of 1780-1794 for the children of 
Stanley and Agnes Malek. This particular baptism for Jacob showed the mother’s name was Agatha. Analysis of church records 
throughout Poland has revealed multiple instances with other families where a woman’s name was interchanged between Agnes 
and Agatha, even though these are two different names. Since this is an isolated baptism without any further reference to a woman 
named Agatha who was married to Stanley Malek, it is reasonable to consider this as a possible discrepancy versus two different 
families. This baptism took place in the middle of the seven known children of Stanley Malek and Agnes Wojciech, which 
increases the likelihood that the name Agatha was a recording error for Agnes. 

The available evidence strongly suggests that Apolonia (Kowal) Malek died in 1778 and Stanley Malek died in 1808, probably 
while both were living in Skaszyn. The death record for Agnes (Wojciech) Malek has not been found.  

A baptism was found for a Stanley Malek in 1726 who was born in Grochowiska (Izbica Kujawski). This particular Stanley Malek 
would have been 41 years old in 1767 at the time of the marriage to Apolonia Kowal. This could be the correct record for Stanley 
Malek, but the baptism was not from Skaszyn. While the Malek family could have relocated from Grochowiska to Skaszyn, it is 
not possible to verify whether this is the correct baptism without more information. This particular Stanley Malek was the son of 
Martin and Catherine Malek.  
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1767 Marriage of Stanley Malek and Apolonia Kowal 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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The original records corresponding to the following indexes have not been found. Therefore, it is not possible to determine 
whether these are the correct records for the Stanley Malek and Apolonia Kowal family. 

 

Index of the 1778 Death of Apolonia Malek 
Izbica Kujawski Parish 

 

Index of the 1779 Marriage of Stanley Malek and Agnes Wojciech 
Izbica Kujawski Parish 

 

Index of the 1808 Death of Stanley Malek 
Izbica Kujawski Parish 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Izbica Kujawska 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Stanley Malek and Apolonia Kowal 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Joseph 

 

This baptism from 1771 did not show surnames 
The parents were Stanley and Apolonia from Skaszyn 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Benedict 

 

1774 Baptism of Benedict Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Blaise 

 

1777 Baptism of Blaise Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Adalbert 

 

1778 Baptism of twins Adalbert Cajetan and George Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1813 Marriage of Adalbert Malek and Agnes (Pawelkiewicz) Gradomski 
Świętosławice (Brdów) 

Adalbert was living in Kaszyn in the Izbica Parish 
Agnes was living in Świętosławice 

One of the witnesses was Joseph Malek 
The surnames of Adalbert and Joseph were written as Malczak 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1841 Death of Adalbert Malek 
Świętosławice (Brdów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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George 

The only known record for George Malek was the baptism shown above.  
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Children of Stanley Malek and Agnes Wojciech 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Joseph 

 

1780 baptism of Joseph Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1860 Death of Joseph Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

The death record appears to be correct, but the mother’s maiden name was not recorded. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Valentine 

 

1782 baptism of Valentine Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Andrew 

 

1783 baptism of Andrew Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

   

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Blaise 

 

1785 baptism of Blaise Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Thecla 

 

1787 baptism of Thecla Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Sophia 

 

1790 baptism of Sophia Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Bartholomew 

 

1794 baptism of Bartholomew Malek 
Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Uncertainty about Jacob Malek 

 

1786 baptism of Jacob Malek 
Parents are Stanley and Agatha Malek 

Skaszyn (Izbica Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Possible Malek Origins 

 

1726 baptism of Stanley Malek 
Son of Martin and Catherine Malek 

Grochowiska (Izbica Kujawski) 

This particular Stanley Malek would have been 41 years old in 1767. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Stanley Malek and Apolonia Kowal are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their son Adalbert Malek (4x-great-
grandfather) married Agnes Pawelkiewicz in Brdów in 1813. Their daughter Anna Malek (3x-great-grandmother) married Stanley 
Bykowski in Brdów in 1837. Their son Lawrence Bykowski (2x-great-grandfather) married Martha Januszewski in 1871 in 
Swierczyn. Their son Joseph Bykowski (great-grandfather) married Margaret Piotrowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling in 
Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three years old. The family lived 
in the Bucktown neighborhood. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the 
Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on 
Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport 
neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north-central Poland):  

• Skaszyn is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Lubraniec within Włocławek County 
• Izbica Kujawski is a town in central Poland in the Włocławek County 
• Grochowiska is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Izbica Kujawska within Włocławek County 
• Bierzyn is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Boniewo within Włocławek County 
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