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Valentine (Walenty) Maziarka and Clara (Klara) Przybyło were married in Pilzno on 11/20/1821. At the time of the wedding, Valentine was 32 years old (listed as 32 in  
the banns and 34 in the marriage record) and lived in Dęborzyn within the Przeczyca Catholic Parish. His parents were John (Jan) Maziarka and Eva Czarnawski  
(Ewa Czarnawska). Clara was 17 years old (listed as 18) and lived in Bielowy within the Pilzno Catholic Parish. Her parents were Frank (Franciszek) Przybyło and 
Barbara Bochenski (Bochenska). 

Valentine Maziarka had just been discharged from military service with the Württemberg Regiment on August 10, 1820, as noted in the 1821 marriage record. Research is 
ongoing to reconstruct the exact timeline of his military service, but it is unknown what records still exist. Men were commonly subject to military service around age 20, 
which was 1809 for Valentine. That was the same year that Austria went to war with Napoleon. Valentine would have initially been associated with the Austrian  
Imperial-Royal Army (Kaiserliche-Königliche Armee). It appears that the Austrian Infantry Regiment No. 40 (IR 40) recruited heavily from the Rzeszów/Tarnów/Sanok 
regions. In summary, Valentine appears to have entered service with a Württemberg regiment sometime between 1809 and 1813 during the Napoleonic Wars. If he served 
continuously until his discharge in 1820, he likely experienced some of the major campaigns associated with the Württemberg army and remained in service during the 
post-war period. In 1809, the Kingdom of Württemberg fought against Austria as an ally of Napoleon (i.e. major battles like Aspern-Essling and Wagram). One possible 
explanation is that Valentine entered Württemberg service after being captured during the 1809 campaign. It was standard practice to give healthy, captured foreign 
prisoners a choice to join the victor's army. If he entered service through this route, regiments such as No. 2 (Herzog Wilhelm) or No. 4 (Franquemont) are plausible 
candidates because they absorbed large numbers of foreign recruits. If Valentine was in those units, he marched into Russia in 1812. After the near-total destruction of the 
Württemberg army on the retreat from Moscow, he would have been part of the tiny percentage of veterans who made it back. He also would have been in the army 
through the final campaigns of 1813-1815. In 1817, the King of Württemberg heavily downsized and consolidated the army. Some online sources indicate that the 
Württemberg army directly conscripted Polish men after suffering heavy losses as part of the 1812 invasion of Russia. Therefore, it remains unclear whether Valentine 
Maziarka joined the Württemberg Regiment in 1809 as a captured Austrian soldier or in 1812 as a fresh conscript in Poland.  

Valentine Maziarka and Clara Przybyło had three known children, all born at House #12 Dęborzyn: 

Child   Date of Birth  Godparents        Notes 

Sophia (Zofia)   5/3/1824  John Przybyło and Helen Mariakczyca (?)    Date of baptism versus date of birth 
Simon (Szymon) 10/22/1826  Paul Maziarka and Marianna (last name illegible, wife of Mathias) 
Agnes (Agnieszka) 1/16/1829  Paul Maziarka and Marianna Poslasek (wife of Adalbert) 

Their daughter Sophia Maziarka married Martin (Marcin) Krul in 1860 at the church in Przeczyca. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandparents. 

Valentine Maziaraka passed away in 1830 while the family lived at House #12 in Dęborzyn. 
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Clara (Przybyło) Maziarka married Jacob (Jakub) Maziarka, who was most likely a close relative of Valentine, on 5/2/1831 in Przeczyca. Both of them were living in 
Dęborzyn. Jacob was born in 1801 and was the son of Michael (Michał) Maziarka and Marianna Kotek. The family had been living at House #8 Dęborzyn at the time of 
his birth. Valentine Maziarka was born in 1789, also at House #8. This suggests a very close relationship between their fathers John and Michael, possibly brothers or 
cousins living on the same farm. 

Jacob Maziarka and Clara Przybyło had eight known children, all born at House #12 Dęborzyn (except one, which may have been a mistake): 

Child   Date of Birth  Godparents        Notes 

Catherine (Katarzyna) 4/27/1832  Gaspar Maziarka and Marianna Maziarka 
Andrew (Andrzej)  11/11/1833  Thomas Drzak (?) and Marianna Maziarka (wife of John) 
Joseph (Józef)   2/3/1836  Both illegible        Died when 7 days old 
Stillborn  11/27/1836            Stillborn 
John (Jan)   6/17/1838  Stanislaus Maziarka and the other is illegible    Date of baptism, not birth / Died at 18 years old 
Adalbert (Wojciech) 4/20/1840  Paul Maziarka and Anna Figura (wife of John) 
Anthony (Antoni)   5/24/1842  John Figura and Regina Maziarka (wife of Paul) 
Thomas (Tomasz)  12/8/1845  Jacob (last name illegible) and Marianna Kolman (wife of Adalbert) Died when 10 years old 

Clara’s 2nd husband Jacob Maziarka passed away in 1852 while the family was still living at House #12 in Dęborzyn.  

Clara (Przybyło) Maziarka passed away in 1883, also at House #12 in Dęborzyn. 

Analysis of records from the Przeczyca Catholic Parish suggest that the baptism for Valentine Maziarka included in this documentary is the correct record for  
Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandfather. However, unlike other church records, the names of Valentine’s parents do not appear on his marriage record or the baptisms for 
his three children. The most likely death record for Valentine Maziarka’s father John is from House #12 Dęborzyn, the same farm where Valentine lived his entire married 
life. His widow Clara remained at House #12 throughout her entire 2nd marriage until her own death. This further suggests that Valentine Maziarka’s father was John. 
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Baptism for Valentine Maziarka (Przeczyca Parish) - House #8 Dęborzyn 
Baptized on 2/6/1789 (Date of birth not listed) 

Godparents: John Kurek and Francisca (wife of Bartholomew Figura) 
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Baptism for Clara Przybyło (Pilzno Parish) - House #17 Bielowy 
Baptized on 8/8/1804 (Date of Birth not listed) 

Godparents: Sebastian Przybyło and Regina Bochenska  
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Marriage for Valentine Maziarka and Clara Przybyło on 11/20/1821 (Pilzno Parish) - Clara was living in Bielowy and Valentine in Dęborzyn 
Witnesses: Appears to be John Przybyło and an illegible Maziarka  
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2nd Version of the Valentine Maziarka and Clara Przybyło marriage record 
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1821 Marriage Banns 
(Pilzno Parish) 
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Death for Valentine Maziarka 
(Przeczyca Parish) - House #12 Dęborzyn 

Died on 8/28/1830 

 

Death for Clara (Przybyło) Maziarka  
(Przeczyca Parish) - House #12 Dęborzyn 

Died on 4/18/1883 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Przeczyca  
Parafia rzymskokatolicka pw. Najświętszej Maryi Panny Wniebowziętej - Cemetery is located in the background 

(Source: https://przeczyca.org/) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Pilzno 
Kościół św. Jana Chrzciciela w Pilźnie 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Valentine Maziarka and Clara Przybyło 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Sophia 

 

Baptism for Sophia Maziarka 
#12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Baptized on 5/3/1824 
Date of birth not listed 
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Marriage for Valentine Drzak and Sophia Maziarka 
11/12/1839 (Przeczyca Parish) 

Witnesses: Paul Maziarka (Dęborzyn) and Mathias Szynal (Zagorze) 
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Marriage for Martin Krul and Sophia (Maziarka) Drzak (widow) 
2/9/1860 (Przeczyca Parish) 

Sophia was living at #13 Zagorze at the time 

Witnesses: Martin Maziarka and John Rolak 
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Death record for Sophia (Maziarka) Król - House #13 Zagorze (Przeczyca) 
Died on 4/9/1904 
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Simon 

 

Baptism for Simon Maziarka 
#12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Born on 10/22/1826 
Clara was listed as Salomea Przybyło 
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1854 Marriage of Simon Maziarka - Version I 
Przeczyca Parish (listed under Dęborzyn House #12) 
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1854 Marriage of Simon Maziarka - Version II 
Przeczyca Parish 
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1858 Death of Simon Maziarka 
House #12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 
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Agnes 

 

Baptism for Agnes Maziarka 
#12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Born on 1/16/1829 

1829 Baptism for Agnes Maziarka 
Godfather is Paul Maziarka

House #12 Deborzyn (confirmed)

 of 20 43
Valentine Maziarka and Clara Przybyło - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 20 41



 

1848 Marriage of Agnes Maziarka 
Przeczyca Parish (listed as Dęborzyn House #12) 

Valentine Maziarka and Clara Przybyło - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 21 41



Clara Przybyło’s Second Marriage to Jacob Maziarka  

Representative documents are shown below. 

Valentine Maziarka and Clara Przybyło - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 22 41



 

Marriage for Jacob Maziarka and Clara (Przybyło) Maziarka on 5/2/1831 (Przeczyca Parish) 
Both lived in Dęborzyn 

House #12 is listed as one of their addresses, probably Clara 
Witnesses: Gaspar Maziarka and Laurentis Urbankowicz 
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Baptism for Jacob Maziarka (Przeczyca Parish) - Appears to be House #8 Dęborzyn 
Baptized on what appears to be 7/7/1801 (Date of Birth not listed) 

Godparents: Lucas Kotek and Anna Kolman (?) 

 

Death for Jacob Maziarka, Clara’s 2nd husband (Przeczyca Parish) 
Died on 1/21/1852 - House #12 Dęborzyn 
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Children of Clara Przybyło and Jacob Maziarka 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Catherine 

 

Baptism of Catherine Maziarka 
#12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Born on 4/27/1832 

1832 Baptism for Catherine Maziarka
Godparents are Gasper Maziarka (presume Jacob’s brother) and Mariana Maziarka (wife of John). Not sure who this is.
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1850 Marriage of Catherine Maziarka 
House #12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca) 
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Andrew 

 

Baptism for Andrew Maziarka 
#12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Born on 11/11/1833 

1833 Baptism for Andrew Maziarka
Godmother is Mariana Maziarka (wife of John), not sure who it is.

The godfather looks like Thomas Drzak (who could be Sophia Maziarka’s future brother-in-law)
Note: Clara’s mother is listed as Sophia instead of Barbara

House #12 Deborzyn
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1857 Marriage of Andrew Maziarka 
Banns  

Przeczyca Parish 
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Joseph 

 

Baptism for Joseph Maziarka 
#11 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Born on 2/3/1836 

Note: This birth was listed as House #11, but it could have been a mistake 

1836 Baptism for Joseph Maziarka
Note: Clara’s mother is listed as Sophia again
House #11 Deborzyn (unless it’s a mistake)

1836 Death for Joseph Maziarka
House #11 Deborzyn
Listed as 7 days old
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1836 Death of Joseph Maziarka 
7 days old 

House #11 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 
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Stillborn Child 

 

1836 death of stillborn child 
#12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Died on 11/27/1836 

Note: The baby did not have a name 

1836 Death for what appears to be a stillborn baby.
House #12 Deborzyn. 

See notes above.

 of 29 43
Valentine Maziarka and Clara Przybyło - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 32 41



John 

 

Baptism for John Maziarka 
#12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Baptized on 6/17/1838 
Date of birth illegible 

1838 Baptism for John Maziarka
Date of birth not visible. Baptism is the 17th, but not necessarily the birth

House #12 Deborzyn
Godfather is Stanislaus Maziarka (not sure who he is)

Note: Clara’s mother is not listed, but there is an unknown amount of text in place of mother’s name

1856 Death for John Maziarka
House #12 Deborzyn
Listed as 18 years old

 of 30 43
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1856 Death of John Maziarka 
House #12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 
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Adalbert 

 

Baptism for Adalbert Maziarka 
#12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Born on 4/20/1840 

1840 Baptism for Adalbert Maziarka
House #12 Deborzyn

Godfather is Paul Maziarka
Again, Clara’s mother is not named, but there is alot of unknown text.

 of 31 43
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1862 Marriage of Adalbert Maziarka 
House #12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 
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1862 Marriage Banns 
Przeczyca Parish 
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Anthony 

 

Baptism for Anthony Maziarka 
#12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Born on 5/24/1842 

1843 Baptism for Anthony Maziarka
House #12 Deborzyn

Godmother is Regina Maziarka (wife of Paul)
Clara’s mother appears for the first time with an illegible maiden name: Bocheniszoznka?
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Thomas 

 

Baptism for Thomas Maziarka 
#12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 

Born on 12/8/1845 

1845 Baptism for Thomas Maziarka
House #12 Deborzyn

Clara’s mother is listed as Dorothy Bochenszozonka?

1855 Death for Thomas Maziarka
House #12 Deborzyn
Listed as 10 years old
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1855 Death of Thomas Maziarka 
House #12 Dęborzyn (Przeczyca Parish) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. Research and analysis have been 
published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in 
September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Valentine Maziarka and Clara Przybyło are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Sophia Maziarka (3x-great-grandmother) married Martin Krul in 
1860. Their daughter Victoria Król (2x-great-grandmother) married Adalbert Dudek in 1886. Their daughter Maryanna Dudek (great-grandmother) married Martin Byczek 
in Chicago, IL at St. Mary of Perpetual Help in the Bridgeport neighborhood in 1907. Their son Michael S. Byczek (grandfather) married Marie Flanagan in 1950 at St. 
Bridget’s in Bridgeport. Their eldest child Michael M. Byczek (father) married Betty A. Bykowski in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have 
two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in Bridgeport. 

Google Maps: 

Southeast Poland - Dębica County, Subcarpathian Voivodeship: 

• Przeczyca is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brzostek 
• Dęborzyn is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Jodłowa 
• Pilzno is a town in the administrative district of Gmina Pilzno 
• Bielowy is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Pilzno 
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