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Michael S. Byczek was the son of Martin Byczek and Maryanna Dudek. He was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood of Chicago, IL on August 3, 1917 and was baptized 
at St. Barbara Catholic Church. The Byczek surname is known as among the earliest Polish settlers in Bridgeport. Prior to World War II, Michael had various jobs, such as 
a “hustler” for a printing company. Martin and Maryanna Byczek owned a farm in Roselawn, Indiana during the 1940s. The family, including Michael, divided their time 
between Bridgeport and the farm in Indiana. 

On June 18, 1942, at the age of 24, Michael S. Byczek joined the Army during World War II as a Private First Class with the 81st Division Wildcats. He was discharged on 
January 18, 1946 when he was 28 years old.  

Upon returning home to Chicago, he worked for the State of Illinois as a grain inspector and remained in that position through retirement. Michael S. Byczek (33) and 
Marie Flanagan (27) were married at St. Bridget’s in Bridgeport on November 4, 1950. Marie Flanagan was the great-granddaughter of William and Julia Rooney who 
were prominent early settlers of Chicago dating back to 1835. During the 1960s and early 1970s, Michael S. and Marie Byczek owned and operated a tavern with banquet 
hall on Lyman and Farrell.  

Michael S. and Marie Byczek spent most of their life in the Bridgeport neighborhood. Their son and eldest child Michael M. Byczek married Betty A. Bykowski in 1974 at 
St. Helen’s in the Ukrainian Village neighborhood. They are Michael E. Byczek’s parents. Michael S. Byczek’s father-in-law Martin J. Flanagan, had served with the  
23rd Engineers in France during World War I. The 23rd Engineers were known as the “Road Builders” of the American Expeditionary Forces. His son Michael M. Byczek 
is an honorably discharged Naval Air Reservist (Vietnam Era). 

Michael S. Byczek passed away in Oak Lawn, IL on December 17, 1992 at the age of 75. Marie (Flanagan) Byczek passed away on March 5, 1996, also in Oak Lawn. She 
was 72 years old. Both of their funerals were held at St. Barbara in Bridgeport. They are buried together at Resurrection Cemetery in Justice, IL in the Martin and 
Maryanna Byczek family plot. 

Michael S. Byczek and the Wildcats 

The 81st Division (Army Infantry) consisted of the 321st, 322nd, and 323rd Regiments, collectively called the “Wildcats” attributed to a World War I unit that earned a 
fierce fighting reputation. The Wildcats were activated on 6/15/1942 at Camp Rucker (Dale County, AL). 

Michael S. Byczek entered the Army on 6/18/1942. He joined the 321st Regiment and was part of Company M in the 3rd Battalion (formally written as Company M,  
321st Infantry Regiment, 81st Infantry Division). It was a “Heavy Weapons” company. Michael operated a machine gun.  

Michael’s older brother George and younger brother John also served in the Army during World War II, as did multiple cousins. Raymond Byczek, first cousin and son of 
Jacob Byczek, died in the Philippines.  

The Wildcats received extensive and specialized training. The 81st Division first went into combat in the Pacific during September 1944 after initially having prepared for 
action in Europe. The Wildcats launched an amphibious invasion of Angaur in the Palau (Pelew) nation of islands. The 3rd Battalion of the 321st Regiment was kept in 
reserves and were among the last to depart the ships and land on the beach.  

The Wildcat invasion of Angaur was part of a joint operation with the Marines who launched their own amphibious invasion of the neighboring island of Peleliu. The 
Marines went into Peleliu first while the Wildcats were ready in reserve. Once the Marine operation was underway, the Wildcats began their own objectives in Angaur.  
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The military campaign in Peleliu was worse than expected. Angaur was a relatively smooth campaign for the Wildcats. As a result, the 321st Regiment was quickly 
deployed to Peleliu to assist the Marines. The remainder of the Wildcats, the 322nd and 323rd Regiments, stayed behind to finish their activities on Angaur and other 
smaller islands in the region. The 321st Wildcats played a significant role in what started as a Marine operation. The Wildcats would eventually assume full responsibility 
for Peleliu with several landmarks on the Island named for them, such as “Wildcat Bowl”. The contributions of the 321st Regiment to these efforts are memorialized in a 
monument dedicated to them on Peleliu. 

After the military operations on Angaur and Peleliu were over, the Wildcats were potential reserves for the invasion of Okinawa in Japan. Ultimately, they were not needed. 
Instead, the Wildcats spent time in New Caledonia to rest and continue their training for the next assignment in the Philippines. 

Michael S. Byczek injured his left hand during an amphibious training maneuver aboard the USS Leedstown that took place between April 16th and 19th in 1945.  
While Michael recovered in the hospital in New Caledonia, the Wildcats were sent to Leyte in the Philippines. In May, he was formally transferred from the Wildcats to the 
medical facility located in Noumea, New Caledonia. 

Michael S. Byczek returned to duty upon discharge from the hospital on August 6, 1945, four months later. He was transferred to the 4th Replacement Depot, which was 
also stationed in Leyte in the Philippines. The 4th Replacement Depot was used as a transition to civilian life. Combat soldiers were transferred to this unit to begin the 
process of returning home. The Wildcats and 4th Replacement Depot were reassigned from the Philippines to Japan in September 1945 during the occupation phase at the 
end of the war. The Wildcats were sent to Amori while the 4th Replacement Depot was assigned to Tokyo. 

Between August 16th and October 22nd in 1945, Michael S. Byczek became associated with the 5th Camp Battalion, which appears to have been located in Manila 
(Philippines). This unit handled his transfer from the 4th Replacement Depot to the Headquarters Company of the Western Pacific Army Forces in Manila. He remained in 
Manila through the end of the war. At the time of his transfer on October 22nd, the 4th Replacement Depot was located in Japan (moved from Leyte to Tokyo on 9/4/1945). 
On December 6, 1945 Michael was transferred to the 693rd Replacement Company of the 29th Replacement Depot for transportation back to the United States.  

Michael S. Byczek was officially discharged from the military on 1/18/1946 at Camp McCoy in Wisconsin. However, the 29th Replacement Depot indicated that he was 
given special translation accommodations for return to the family farm in Roselawn, Indiana instead of Chicago. As a result, Michael S. Byczek passed through  
Camp Grant in Rockford, IL. It was the same location where his father-in-law Martin Flanagan was discharged in 1919 after service in World War I.  

Michael E. Byczek, grandson, compiled a comprehensive HTML-based World War II online archive with documents, videos, photographs, and books. The archive was 
originally compiled in May 2021 to commemorate Memorial Day and is available at: 

https://michaelbyczek.pro/genealogy/worldwar2/michaelbyczek.html 
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Michael E. Byczek obtained his grandfather’s medical file in about 2008 
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World War II Draft Card 
(Front) 
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World War II Draft Card 
(Back) 
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Company M - 321st 
Morning Reports (1/8/1945) 

Members of Company M, listed on an attached sheet, were temporary associated with another Wildcat unit 
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Michael S. Byczek was among those in Company M who were the subject of this Special Order 
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8th General Hospital 
Morning Reports - August 6, 1945 

Transferred to the 4th Replacement Depot 

 

 

New Caledonia Personnel Center 
Morning Reports - 8/16/1945 

Departed for the Philippines 
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Headquarters Company AFWESPAC (Army Forces, Western Pacific) 
Morning Reports - 10/26/1945 

Transferred from the 4th Replacement Depot to the AFWESPAC in Manila 
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29th Replacement Depot Roster List 
Morning Reports 

Roselawn, IN was listed as the final destination 
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Freedom of Information Request 

Obtained by Michael E. Byczek around 2006. 
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The National Archives have a transcription of Michael S. Byczek’s enlistment data on their website. 
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Wildcat Training and Preparation 

Trained throughout Alabama and Tennessee, including Conecuh National Forest in Alabama 
Camp Horn, Arizona (Hyder near Yuma) - Desert Training 
Prepared for Europe, but reassigned to Pacific (appears while in Arizona) 
California (three bases) - Camp San Luis Obispo (in San Luis Obispo, CA) - March 1944 
    Camp Beale (Marysville, CA) 
    Camp Stoneman (Pittsburg, CA) 
Departed through San Francisco Harbor 
June through July 1944 - Oahu, Hawaii (passed through Honolulu and Pearl Harbor) 
August 1944 - Guadalcanal (Solomon Islands) [used as rehearsal area to launch invasion of Angaur] 

Type of Training 

Extensive desert training, corps level exercises stressing attack of fortified defense positions 
California and Hawaii - Amphibious 
Guadalcanal - Jungle training, acclimatization, and rugged terrain training 

81st Division Organization 

Based on “triangular” organization, online resources, and books (statistics are approximate): 

81st Infantry Division (“Wildcats”) with 9,000 combat troops 

 Combat Units: 321st, 322nd, and 323rd Infantry Regiments 

 Each Regiment:  3 infantry battalions 
    service company 
    medical detachment 
    antitank company 
    cannon company 

 Each Battalion:  3 rifle companies 
    1 heavy weapons company with 81 mm mortars and heavy .30-caliber machines guns 

    1st Battalion: A, B, and C (rifle) and D (heavy weapons) 
    2nd Battalion: E, F, and G (rifle) and H (heavy weapons) 
    3rd Battalion: I, K, and L (rifle) and M (heavy weapons) 
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Resources 

The National Archives has numerous digitized videos and photographs of military operations in Angaur and Peleliu. Compete operational reports are available through 
several websites that detail minute-by-minute activities. Various sources have photographs and information about the Wildcats that are available online. 

Michael E. Byczek has copies of the three most important books about the Wildcats in World War II: 

1. An official Wildcat historical book from their own perspective (1948) 
2. An official account through the perspective of the Marines at Peleliu with extensive reference to the Wildcats (1950) 
3. A present-day documentary about the Wildcats with emphasis on Peleliu, but covers the entire war (2011) 
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The official Wildcat perspective of World War II 
Actual Item from the Michael E. Byczek Genealogy Collection 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2025. 
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The official Marine perspective of the Peleliu Operation 
Actual Item from the Michael E. Byczek Genealogy Collection 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2025. 

Michael S. Byczek and World War II - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 19 21



 

Present-day documentary about the Wildcats with emphasis on Peleliu 
Actual Item from the Michael E. Byczek Genealogy Collection 

Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2025. 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. Research and analysis have been 
published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in 
September 2024 for accurate online genealogy.  

Michael S. Byczek and Marie C. Flanagan are Michael E. Byczek’s grandparents. Their eldest child, a son, Michael M. Byczek (father) married Betty A. Bykowski in  
1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Their son Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood.  
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