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Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents were Joseph (Józef) Mordel and Margaret (Małgorzata) Mikolaj. Joseph’s parents 
were Frank (Franciszek) and Barbara Mordel, who lived in Płowki. He was born in 1779 when the village was served by the 
Chełmce Catholic Parish. Płowki became part of the Broniewo Parish shortly afterward.  

There appears to have been only one Frank and Barbara Mordel family in the records of both parishes. They were from Płowki. 
Barbara had a brother named Thomas (Tomasz) Kosmider. It is presumed that they were full siblings, rather than half-siblings 
with different paternal surnames. Therefore, for genealogy purposes, Barbara’s maiden name was Kosmider.  

Frank Mordel and Barbara Kosmider had three known children, all born in Płowki. 

Child    Birth 

Marianna   1775 
Joseph (Józef)  1779 
Barbara   1781 

Their son Joseph married Margaret (Małgorzata) Mikolaj around 1806. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents.  

Barbara (Kosmider) Mordel passed away in 1790 while living in Płowki (Broniewo). The death record appears to indicate 
accidental drowning, although it does not provide enough information to fully understand what happened. The language of the 
death record suggests that Barbara Mordel was rescued from the water and lived long enough to receive the sacraments. The death 
record provided an estimated year of birth as 1740. Barbara’s brother Thomas Kosmider was a witness to the death record. 
Hopefully, he conducted his own inquiries to determine what happened to his sister. It appears that Barbara Mordel was buried in a 
brick crypt, which may have indicated she or her family held a prominent status in the parish. 

Frank Mordel passed away in 1815, also in Płowki (Broniewo). It is unknown whether he remarried after Barbara’s death. The 
death record provided an estimated year of birth as 1745.  
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1790 Death record of Barbara Mordel 
Płowki (Broniewo) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Frank Mordel and Barbara Kosmider - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 3 33



 

 

AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) of specific terminology in Barbara Mordel’s death record. 
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AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) about the “brick crypt” used for Barbara’s burial 
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1815 Death record of Frank Mordel 
Płowki (Broniewo) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Chełmce 
Church of St. Catherine of Alexandria 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Broniewo 
Roman Catholic Parish of St. Adalbert 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Płowki is in the middle of the image left of Radziejow 
Chełmce is in the lower left corner 

Broniewo is above Płowki 

Source: Google Maps 
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Children of Frank Mordel and Barbara Kosmider 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Marianna 

 

1775 Baptism of Marianna Mordel 
Płowki (Broniewo) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Joseph 

 

1779 Baptism of Joseph Mordel 
Płowki (Chełmce) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1837 Marriage of Joseph Mordel and Apolonia Jakubowski 
Radziejów Parish 

The village where the marriage was listed is illegible 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1847 Death of Joseph Mordel 
Pscininek (Witowo) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Barbara 

 

1781 Baptism of Barbara Mordel 
Płowki (Chełmce) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Kosmider Families of the Broniewo and Chełmce Parishes 

Barbara Mordel’s death record identified her brother as Thomas (Tomasz) Kosmider. Church records confirm that there was a 
Thomas Kosmider household in Płowki. This appears to be the only person with that name in either parish. Therefore, it is 
presumed to have been Barbara Mordel’s brother. Representative documents are shown below to cross-reference members of their 
family. 
 
The godmother for one of Thomas Kosmider’s children was Marianna Kosmider from Szostka (Broniewo). It remains unclear 
how many women (married and unmarried) were named Marianna who were old enough to serve as a godmother. One set of 
representative records are shown below. There was a Stanley (Stanisław) and Marianna Kosmider family who lived in Szostka.  

Analysis of records for the Stanley and Marianna Kosmider family show that one of the godmothers of their children was Agnes 
(Agnieszka) Kosmider. Likewise, it is unclear how many women had that name. There was a Casimir (Kazimierz) and Agnes 
Kosmider family from Płowki. Representative records about their family are shown below. 

It is unknown whether or how Stanley and Casimir Kosmider were related to Barbara (Kosmider) Mordel and her brother Thomas, 
but their documented connections to Płowki is a strong indication that they were probably relatives.  

The estimated years of birth for these Kosmider families, derived from death records, is listed below.  

Thomas  1739 
Barbara  1740 
Stanley  1745 
Casimir  1759 
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Thomas Kosmider 

 

1799 Death of Tomasz Kosmider 
Płowki (Broniewo) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Index of the 1793 Marriage of Tomasz Kosmider and Justyna (maiden name not provided) 
(Broniewo) 

Thomas Kosmider’s first wife Salomea Kosmider probably died between 1790 and 1793. 
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Sophia 

 

1779 Baptism of Zofia Kosmider 
Płowki (Chełmce) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Agnes 

 

1780 Baptism of Agnieszka Kosmider 
Płowki (Chełmce) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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John 

 

1783 Baptism of Jan Kosmider 
Płowki (Chełmce) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Adalbert 

 

1795 Baptism of Wojciech Kosmider 
Płowki (Broniewo) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Andrew 

 

1796 Baptism of Andrzej Kosmider 
Płowki (Broniewo) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Joseph 

 

1799 Baptism of Józef Kosmider 
Płowki (Broniewo) 

It looks like the godmother is Marianna Kosmider (slightly illegible) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Stanley Kosmider 

 

1805 Death of Stanley Kosmider 
Szostka (Broniewo) 

  

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Index of the 1778 Marriage of Stanley Kosmider and Marianna (maiden name slightly illegible) 
(Broniewo) 
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Casimir 

 

1796 Baptism of Kazimierz Kosmider 
Szostka (Broniewo) 

The godmother was Agnes Kosmider 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Casimir Kosmider 

 

1829 Death of Casimir Błaszak with an alias of Kosmider 
Płowki (Broniewo) 

This death record is not verified, given the presence of an alias.  
There appears to have been only one Casimir and Rosalie Kosmider family in the parish.  
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna 

 

1796 Baptism of Marianna Kosmider 
Płowki (Broniewo) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Agnes 

 

1805 baptism of Agnieszka Kosmider 
Płowki (Broniewo) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Frank Mordel and Barbara Kosmider are Michael E. Byczek’s 6x-great-grandparents. Their son Joseph Mordel (5x-great-
grandfather) married Margaret Mikolaj in about 1806. Their daughter Hedwig Mordel (4x-great-grandmother) married Vincent 
Nowakowski in 1827 in Radziejow. Their son John Nowakowski (3x-great-grandfather) married Catherine Kocinski in 1857, also 
in Radziejow. Their daughter Victoria Nowakowski (2x-great-grandmother) married Joseph Piotrowski in 1876, also in Radziejow. 
Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling in 
Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three years old. The family lived 
in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka 
in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s 
on Augusta and Oakley. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north central Poland (Radziejów County): 

• Broniewo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów 
• Stare Płowki is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów [It is presumed that Stare Płowki and Płowki are the 

same village] 
• Chełmce is a village within Inowrocław County and Gmina Kruszwica 
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