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Joseph (Józef) Mordel and Margaret (Małgorzata) Mikolaj raised their family in and near the Radziejów Catholic Parish. Their 
eldest verified child, Hedwig, was born in 1807 in Bodzanowo within the nearby Byczyna Parish. The family moved between four 
different parishes (Byczyna, Sędzin, Gniewkowo, and Krzywosądz) before settling in Radziejów in the late 1820s. The location of 
their marriage and whether they had children born prior to 1807 are unknown.  

Joseph Mordel was born in 1779 in Płowki within the Chełmce Catholic Parish. The church boundaries changed over time and the 
village was also served by the Broniewo Parish. His parents were Frank (Franciszek) Mordel and Barbara Kosmider. Analysis of 
church records support the conclusion that his mother’s maiden name was Kosmider, even though it is not entirely verified.  

The location of Margaret Mikolaj’s birth and identity of her parents are unknown. The maiden name of Mikolaj was not recorded 
in any verified document attributed to Michael E. Byczek’s direct lineage. Analysis of the collective records that span multiple 
generations of the same family supports the conclusion that “Mikolaj" is the correct maiden name. Church records from this 
period did not always include useful genealogical information, such as ages. Those documents that did include ages were fairly 
consistent that Joseph Mordel was born about 1781 and was ten years older than his wife Margaret Mikolaj. Therefore, a 
reasonable estimated year of birth for Margaret is 1789 on the basis that she was about ten years younger than Joseph, who was 
born in 1779.  

Given these estimated ages, Margaret was about 18 years old in 1807 when her daughter Hedwig was born. This is a reasonable 
estimation and implies that Hedwig was most likely her first child. This further implies that their marriage took place around 1806. 
Joseph Mordel, being ten years older, may have been married more than once with other children. 

For genealogy purposes, the family surname is spelled “Mordel”. Multiple variations appear in church records that include 
Mordylewski, Morelewski, Mordyk, Mordela, Mordelecka, and Motylewska. Margaret’s maiden name was written as both 
Mikolaj and Mikolajczak along with other similar variations. The spelling of “Mikolaj” is used for genealogy purposes. 

Church records from this time period did not always include a maiden name. In fact, very few documents listed Margaret’s maiden 
name at all. There is a sequential chronology of baptism records where the parents were Joseph and Margaret Mordel. It is 
reasonable to conclude that these records all refer to a single family versus a coincidence of a mother and father with the same 
names. There are also references to children whose baptism records have not been found. Based upon this analysis, Joseph Mordel 
and Margaret Mikolaj appear to have had at least eleven children: 

Children    Birth   Location and Baptism                                            Notes 

Paul (Paweł)   About 1807  Bodzanowo (Byczyna)                                            Baptism not found 
Hedwig (Jadwiga)   1807   Bodzanowo (Byczyna)   
Marianna    1810   Sędzin (Sędzin)                                             Died in 1812 - Suszetowo (Gniewkowo) 
Nicholas (Mikołaj)  About 1811  Unknown                                              Baptism not found 
Agnes (Agnieszka)  1813   Suszetowo (Gniewkowo)   
Marianna    1815   Suszetowo (Gniewkowo)   
Bartholomew (Bartłomiej) 1817   Przysiek (Krzywosądz)                                            Died in 1831 - Radziejów (Radziejów) 
Agatha (Agata)   1820    Czalpin (Krzywosądz)   
Andrew (Andrzej)   1822   Bodzanowo  (Byczyna)    
Marciana (Marcjanna)  1825   Czalpin (Krzywosądz)   
Josephine (Józefina)  Unknown  Unknown                                              Baptism not found 

Their daughter Hedwig Mordel married Vincent (Wincenty) Nowakowski in 1827 at the church located in Radziejów. They are 
Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. 
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The Mordel family lived within the Prussian Empire prior to settling in Radziejów. The 1834 marriage record for their daughter 
Marianna specifically stated that she had been born in Suszetowo which was part of Prussia at that time. This may help explain 
why they eventually relocated to Radziejów, which became part of Congress Poland after 1815. 

Margaret (Mikolaj) Mordel passed away in 1831 while the family lived in Radziejów. The parish and town were both named 
Radziejów. Her maiden name was not listed on the death record. Her son Bartholomew died shortly afterwards of cholera. 

Joseph Mordel remarried in 1837 to Apolonia Jakubowski at the church in Radziejów. Her parents were Andrew (Andrzej) and 
Catherine (Katarzyna) Jakubowski. She had been previously married twice. At the time of the 1837 marriage, she was the widow 
of John (Jan) Kurowski. They were married in 1831 in Radziejów when Apolonia was the widow of Jacob (Jakub) 
Miecznikowski. He had died in 1830 in Radziejów. They were married in 1806 in Radziejów. 

Joseph Mordel passed away in 1847 while living in Pscininek within the nearby Witowo Parish. Apolonia (Jakubowski) Mordel 
died in 1853 while living in Radziejów. 

The death record for Joseph Mordel listed his children as Paul, Andrew, Marianna, Agatha, Marciana, Hedwig, and Josephine in 
that order. This is the only reference to a daughter named Josephine. Furthermore, Nicholas Mordel was a witness to the 1831 
death record of Bartholomew Mordel and was identified as the brother. This is the only reference to Nicholas. However, he was 
not listed in the father’s death record. This implies that Nicholas died before his father. Also, the daughter Agnes was not listed in 
Joseph’s death record. This implies that she had also already passed away. Neither death record has been found. Otherwise, the list 
of children matches the partial reconstruction of church records for Joseph and Margaret Mordel.  
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1779 Baptism of Joseph Mordel 
Płowki (Chełmce) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1831 Death of Margaret (Mikolaj) Mordel 
Radziejów Parish 

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1847 Death of Joseph Mordel 
Pscininek (Witowo Parish) 

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Chełmce 
Church of St. Catherine of Alexandria 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 

Joseph Mordel and Margaret Mikolaj - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 6 65



 

Present-day Catholic Church in Radziejów 
Wniebowzięcia Najświętszej Maryi Panny 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Witowo 
Kościół Rzymskokatolicki Pw. św. Andrzeja Apostoła 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Byczyna 
Świętej Jadwigi Śląskiej 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Sędzin 
Kościół św. Mateusza Apostoła w Sędzinie 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Gniewkowo 
Kościół św. Mikołaja i św. Konstancji w Gniewkowie 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Krzywosądz 
Parafia Rzymskokatolicka pw. Wniebowzięcia NMP 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Suchatówka (red marker) appears to be the former Suszetowo of the Gniewkowo (lower left corner) Catholic Parish 

Source: Google Maps 
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Suchatówka is at the top center (just below “Hotels”) 
Radziejów is at the bottom center (just above “Maps”) 

Bodzanowo in the Byczyna Catholic Parish is above and to the right of Radziejów 
Sędzin is just above to the left of Bodzanowo 

Source: Google Maps 
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Krzywosądz is top-left of center 
Przysiek is left of center 

Czołpin is near the top center (just below “Museums”) 
Byczyna-Kolonia is near the bottom center (the church icon is Byczyna) 

Bodzanowo is just right of center 

Source: Google Maps 
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Radziejów is in the top left of image 
Witowo is lower right of center 

Pścinek is left of Witowo 

Source: Google Maps 
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AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) of the international borders of the Prussian, Russian, and Congress Kingdom of Poland. 
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Children of Joseph Mordel and Margaret Mikolaj 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Paul 

 

1837 Marriage of Paul Mordel and Antonina Miętkiewicz 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 

The marriage records for Paul and his father Joseph were numbered acts 2 and 4, respectively.  
Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Hedwig 

 

1807 Baptism of Hedwig Mordel 
Bodzanowo (Byczyna) 

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1827 Marriage of Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1864 Death of Hedwig (Mordel) Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna 

 

1810 Baptism of Marianna Mordel 
Sędzin (Sędzin) 

The original record has not been obtained yet. 
Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 
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1812 Death of Marianna Mordel 
Suszetowo (Gniewkowo) 

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Nicholas 

The only known reference to Nicholas Mordel was his status as a witness to his brother Bartholomew’s death in 1831. His age was 
listed as 20 years old. 
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Agnes 

 

1813 Baptism of Agnes Mordel  
Suszetowo (Gniewkowo)  

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna 

 

1815 Baptism of Marianna Mordel 
Suszetowo (Gniewkowo)  

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1834 Marriage of Marianna Mordel and Franciszek Kocyński 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Vincent Nowakowski was a witness 
Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1855 Death of Marianna (Mordel) Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Bartholomew 

 

1817 Baptism of Bartholomew Mordel 
Przysiek (Krzywosądz) 

The original record has not been obtained yet. 
Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 
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1831 Death of Bartholomew Mordel 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Agatha 

 

1820 Baptism of Agatha Mordel 
Czalpin (Krzywosądz) 

The original record has not been obtained yet. 
Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 
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1849 Marriage of Agatha Mordel and Jan Paliwoda 
Płowce (Witowo) 

Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Andrew 

 

1822 Baptism of Andrew Mordel 
Bodzanowo (Byczyna) 

This is the earliest known document that included Margaret’s maiden name (Mikolaj) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1858 Marriage of Andrew Mordel and Margaret (Malgorzata) Bykowska 
(Radziejów Parish) 

Margaret’s maiden name was listed as Mikolaj. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marciana 

 

1825 Baptism of Marciana Mordel 
Czalpin (Krzywosądz) 

Margaret’s maiden name was listed as Mikolaj. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1858 Marriage of Maryanna Mordel and Jan Grzelak 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Adalbert Mikolajczak was the witness, but Margaret’s maiden name was not listed. 

The bride was identified as Maryanna Mordel. 
It is unclear whether this marriage record is the correct document for Marciana (Marcjanna).  

It is possible that there was another Marianna Mordel whose baptism has not been found. 
There is a fairly common mistake found in church records to confuse the names Marianna/Maryanna and Marciana/Marcjanna. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Josephine 

The only reference to a daughter named Josephine was inclusion of that name in the list of Joseph Mordel’s children recorded in 
his death record.  
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Joseph Mordel’s 2nd Marriage 

 

1837 Marriage of Joseph Mordel and Apolonia Jakubowski 
Radziejów Parish 

The village where the marriage was listed is illegible. The location of Joseph Mordel’s birth is also slightly illegible.  
An AI translation (Google Gemini) concluded that the village was Piotrkow.  

A visual inspection revealed that Płowki is more reasonable. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Top: Joseph Mordel’s 1837 marriage record 
Bottom: The 1815 death record of Joseph Mordel’s father Frank Mordel 

The village written in the 1837 marriage record is more like a variation of “Płowki” than “Piotrkow”.  

There appears to have only been one Frank and Barbara Mordel family in the vicinity of Radziejow.  
That family was from Płowki and they had a son named Joseph Mordel who was the right age.  
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1853 Death of Apolonia (Jakubowski) Mordel 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1831 Marriage of John Kurowski and Apolonia Jakubowski 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Joseph Mordel and Margaret Mikolaj - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 55 65



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1806 Marriage of Jacob Miecznikowski and Apolonia Jakubowski 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1830 Death of Jacob (Jakub) Miecznikowski 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Possible Reference to Josephine Mordel 

Nikodem Kacprzak and Josephine Mordel were married in Byczyna in 1818. Josephine’s parents were not named in the marriage 
record. This family subsequently lived in the Krzywosądz Parish in 1824. The Joseph and Margaret Mordel family lived in the 
same parish in 1817, 1820, and 1825. Furthermore, Nikodem and Josephine Kacprzak were living in the Radziejów Parish in 
1828. Joseph and Margaret Mordel lived in the same parish as early as 1827. Joseph and Margaret Mordel had lived in the 
Byczyna Parish in 1822.  

This particular Josephine Mordel was listed as 16 years old in the 1818 marriage record. This provides an estimated year of birth 
as 1802. The oldest known child of Joseph Mordel and Margaret Mikolaj was Hedwig who was born in 1807 in the Byczyna 
Parish. Margaret Mikolaj could not have been this particular Josephine’s mother if the estimated ages are correct. If Margaret 
Mikolaj was born in 1789, she would have been 13 years old in 1802.  

This particular Josephine Mordel is the best candidate for the missing daughter of Joseph Mordel. The biggest clue is that she and 
her husband moved between the same villages as Joseph Mordel and Margaret Mikolaj at about the same time. However, it 
remains unverified and could be a coincidence. It is reasonable to conclude that this particular Josephine was a relative, but it 
cannot be determined that she was Joseph’s daughter. 

 

1818 Marriage of Josephine Mordel and Nikodem Kacprzak 
Ułomie (Byczyna) 

It is unclear whether the groom’s surname was Kacprzak or Pawlikowski. 
Subsequent baptism records suggest it was Pawlikowski, even though Kacprzak was written as a correction in the marriage record. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

This translation mistakenly identified the parish as Witowo instead of Byczyna.  
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1824 Baptism of Josephine Pawlikowski, daughter of Josephine Mordel 
Dobre (Krzywosądz) 

The original record has not been obtained yet. 
Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 
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1828 Baptism of Maryanna Pawlikowska 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Joseph Mordel and Margaret Mikolaj are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Hedwig Mordel (4x-great-
grandmother) married Vincent Nowakowski in 1827 in Radziejów. Their son John Nowakowski (3x-great-grandfather) married 
Catherine Kocinski in 1857, also in Radziejów. Their daughter Victoria Nowakowski (2x-great-grandmother) married Joseph 
Piotrowski in 1876, also in Radziejów. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 
in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was 
three years old. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park 
neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and 
Oakley. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north central Poland (Radziejów County, unless otherwise noted): 

• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Byczyna is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre 
• Bodzanowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre 
• Sędzin is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Zakrzewo within Aleksandrów County 
• Gniewkowo is a town in Inowrocław County 
• Suchatówka is a village located in the Gmina Gniewkowo of Inowrocław County (formerly Suszetowo) 
• Krzywosądz is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre 
• Przysiek is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre 
• Czołpin is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre (probably the former Czalpin) 
• Witowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń 
• Pścinek is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń 
• Broniewo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów 
• Stare Płowki is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów [It is presumed that Stare Płowki and Płowki are the 

same village] 
• Chełmce is a village within Inowrocław County and Gmina Kruszwica 
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