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Joseph Mordel and Margaret Mikolaj raised their family in proximity of the Radziejow Catholic parish. They were probably 
married around 1805. It is unknown where either Joseph or Margaret were born, or where they were married. 

Joseph was the son of Frank and Barbara Mordel. Barbara’s maiden name is unknown. The family surname was spelled with 
multiple variations over the years. These include Mordel, Mordylewski, and Morelewski. Michael E. Byczek has determined that 
Mordel is an accurate spelling of their surname until more documents have been found. The best estimate for Joseph’s birth is 
1782. 

Margaret’s parents are unknown. Records from this time period do not always include a maiden name. There are multiple 
references to a Joseph and Margaret Mordel family in the area with a maiden name of Mikolaj and Mikolajczak. On balance of 
probabilities, these documents refer to a single family versus the coincidence of multiple families with the same names. The best 
estimate for Margaret’s birth is 1792. Michael E. Byczek has determined that Mikolaj is an accurate spelling until more documents 
have been verified. 

Joseph and Margaret Mordel appear to have had at least ten children. The birth and baptisms took place at several different 
locations (in close proximity), but several of the names have been verified as their children:  

Children	 	 	 	 Birth		 Location and Baptism	 	 Identity of Parents on Baptism Records 

Paul Mordelewski		 	 N/A	 	 N/A	 	 	 	 	 N/A 
Hedwig Mordel	 	 	 1807	 	 Bodzanowo (Byczyna)	 	 N/A 
Marianna Mordel	 	 	 1810	 	 Sędzin (Sędzin)	 	 	 Jozef and Malgorzata Malkowska 
Agnes Mordel	 	 	 1813	 	 Suszetowo (Gniewkowo)		 Jozef and Malgorzata 
Marianna Mordel	 	 	 1815	 	 Suszetowo (Gniewkowo)		 Jozef and Malgorzata 
Bartholomew Mordeleski	 1817	 	 Przysiek (Krzywosądz)	 	 Jozef and Margaritta Mikolajczak 
Agatha Mordelewska	 	 1820 		 Czalpin (Krzywosądz)	 	 Jozef and Margaritta 
Andrew Mordylewski	 	 1822	 	 Bodzanowo  (Byczyna) 	 	 Jozef and Malgorzata Mikolaj 
Maryanna Mordel	 	 	 1825	 	 (Krzywosądz Parish)	 	 	Jozef and Malgorzata Mikolajczak 
Josephine Mordelewski	 	 N/A	 	 N/A	 	 	 	 	 N/A 

Their daughter Hedwig Mordel married Vincent Nowakowski in 1827 at the Radziejow church. They are Michael E. Byczek’s  
4x-great-grandparents. The record listed that Hedwig was born in Bodzanowo, but did not provide her mother’s maiden name. 

Most of the Mordel baptism records are not available online. The only actual baptism that has been acquired is for Andrew in 
1822. The above list is mostly derived from third-party transcriptions, which are not always accurate. Andrew was also born in 
Bodzanowo and listed the mother’s name as Margaret Mikolaj. Therefore, the two documents, collectively highly suggest that it is 
more likely than not, that the maiden name of Hedwig (Mordel) Nowakowski’s mother was Mikolaj/Mikolajczak.  

Margaret (Mikolaj) Mordel passed away in 1831 while the family lived in the Radziejow parish. Her maiden name was not listed 
on the death record. The village has not yet been located on a present-day map. The village may have been Radziejow itself. 

Joseph Mordel remarried in 1837 to Apolonia Jakubowski at the church in Radziejow. Her parents were Andrew and Catherine 
Jakubowski. She had been twice previously married. At the time of the 1837 marriage, she was the widow of John Kurowski. 
They had been married in 1831 in Radziejow. At the time, it appears that Apolonia had been the widow of Jacob Miecznikowski 
who died in 1830 in Radziejow. They appear to have been married in 1806 in Radziejow. 

Joseph Mordel passed away in 1847 while living in Pscininek within the Witowo parish. The death record listed the names of his 
children and referred to both marriages to Margaret and Apolonia.  
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Apolonia’s death record has not been verified. 

Joseph’s children were listed in his death record as Paul, Andrew, Marianna, Agatha, Marciana, Hedwig, and Josephine. This list is 
presumed to refer to only those children still living. The distinction between Marianna and Marciana could involve an 
interpretation of the three baptism transcriptions for Marianna/Maryanna. The baptisms for Paul and Josephine have not been 
found, actual or transcription.  
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1831 Death of Margaret (Mikolaj) Mordel 
Radziejow Parish 
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Transcription generated using AI tools on (https://www.transkribus.org) and Google Translate (https://translate.google.com) 
(the translation is not 100% word-for-word accurate) 
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1847 Death for Joseph Mordel 
Pscininek (Witowo Parish) 
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Transcription generated using AI tools on (https://www.transkribus.org) and Google Translate (https://translate.google.com) 
(the translation is not 100% word-for-word accurate) 

Joseph Mordel and Margaret Mikolaj - Michael E. Byczek (2nd Ed) Page  of 6 14



Children of Joseph Mordel and Margaret Mikolaj 

Representative documents are included below. 
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1822 Baptism of Andrew Mordel 
Byczyna Parish 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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Joseph Mordel’s 2nd Marriage 

Representative documents are included below. 
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1837 Marriage of Joseph Mordel and Apolonia Jakubowski 
Radziejow Parish 
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Transcription generated using AI tools on (https://www.transkribus.org) and Google Translate (https://translate.google.com) 
(the translation is not 100% word-for-word accurate) 
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1831 Marriage of John Kurowski and Apolonia Jakubowski 
Radziejow Parish 
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Transcription generated using AI tools on (https://www.transkribus.org) and Google Translate (https://translate.google.com) 
(the translation is not 100% word-for-word accurate) 
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Additional Information 

Joseph Mordel and Margaret Mikolaj are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Hedwig Mordel (4x-great-
grandmother) married Vincent Nowakowski in 1827 in Radziejow. Their son John Nowakowski (3x-great-grandfather) married 
Catherine Kocinski in 1857, also in Radziejow. Their daughter Victoria Nowakowski (2x-great-grandmother) married Joseph 
Piotrowski in 1876, also in Radziejow. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 
in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was 
three years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/
Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) 
married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley. They have two children, Michael E. Byczek (the 
eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood of Chicago. 

Google Maps 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in central Poland (Radziejów County, unless otherwise noted): 

• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Byczyna is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre 
• Bodzanowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre 
• Sędzin is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Zakrzewo, within Aleksandrów County 
• Gniewkowo is not clearly visible on a present-day map and could be a transcription mistake 
• Suszetowo is not clearly visible on a present-day map and could be a transcription mistake 
• Krzywosądz is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre 
• Przysiek is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre 
• Czalpin is probably a transcription mistake for Czołpin (a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre) 
• Witowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń 
• Pścinek is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Mordel family through Catholic church records in Poland for over 
the past ten or more years with direct messages to diocese archives and access to digitized microfilm. He has gathered an 
extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy for Joseph Mordel and 
Margaret Mikolaj. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 
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