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Joseph (Józef) Muracki and Natasha (Nastazja/Anastazja) Buchowiecki were married in 1819 at the Catholic Church located in 
Wigry (northeast Poland).  

Joseph was born in 1790 based on his age in 1819. The location of his birth is unknown. His parents were Gregory Muracki and 
Elizabeth Kozicki. He was living in the nearby settlement of Huta at the time of the marriage. Joseph Muracki was unable to 
provide proof of his baptism or birth to the Wigry Church. Instead, the Church accepted witness statements that he was 29 years 
old through a procedure similar to a modern-day affidavit derived from in-person testimony. The basis of this procedure was that 
Joseph was from a place too far away to send a message. He appears to have been working in economic trade. Witnesses from the 
community had known him for three years. This procedure suggests that Joseph Muracki was born in a location far enough away 
that it was not practical to obtain documentation from his home parish. It is reasonable to conclude that the location of his birth 
was much farther than just a few churches away. The location may not have been within the present-day boundaries of the 
Podlaskie Voivodeship or Poland. Despite multiple opportunities to do so, the location of his birth was never written down in any 
known document.  

Natasha was born in Leszczewek within the Wigry Parish in 1794. She provided a baptism extract for the marriage. Her parents 
were Adam Buchowiecki and Teresa Masiewicz. 

The Muracki surname was also spelled Muradzki, Muraczewski, and Moraczewski. The spelling of Moraczewski and similar 
phonetic variations were the most common version during the early years of their marriage. They appear to have alternated 
between variations of Moraczewski and Muracki for the next few decades with some of their descendants using different versions.  

Michael E. Byczek has determined that Muracki is the most accurate variation of the surname for genealogy purposes. The shift 
from Moraczewski to Muracki may have been due to Joseph’s status as an outsider who joined the Wigry community. A review of 
indexed records throughout Poland reveals that the Moraczewski spelling is somewhat common in the Masovian Voivodeship. 

It is possible that two different families with very similar names existed. The exact number of children born to Joseph and Natasha 
is unclear since the surname appears with multiple spellings in the documents: 

Child    Birth   Location   Spelling of Father’s Surname 

Joseph (Józef)  1820   Leszczewo (Wigry Parish) Moraczewski 
Casimir (Kazimierz) About 1822  Not verified   Muraczewski (marriage, as baptism not found)  
John (Jan)   1824   Leszczewek (Wigry Parish) Muradzki (Muracki on his marriage record) 
Marianna  1827   illegible (Wigry Parish)  Muracki (illegible) 
Louis (Ludwik)  1830   Leszczewek (Wigry Parish) Muraczewski 
Anthony (Antoni) 1833   illegible (Wigry Parish)  Muracki (illegible) 

Their son John Muracki married Marcella (Marcela) Zaskiewicz in 1845 at the Wigry Church. They are Michael E. Byczek’s  
3x-great-grandparents.  

The best analysis of death records for the Wigry Parish shows that Natasha (Buchowiecki) Muracki passed away in 1848 while 
living in Nowa Wieś within the Wigry Parish. Joseph Muracki died in 1855, also in Nowa Wieś.  
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Joseph Muracki - Certificate of Age (Page 1/2) 
Part of 1819 Marriage record 
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Joseph Muracki - Certificate of Age (Page 2/2) 
Part of 1819 Marriage record 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Baptism Extract for Natasha Buchowiecki 
1794 - Leszczewek (Wigry Parish) 

Part of 1819 Marriage record 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1819 Marriage of Joseph Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki 
Wigry Parish (Marriage listed under Leszczewek) 

Joseph’s name was written as Moraczewski (slightly illegible) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Note: Joseph Muracki’s age may not be accurate in this translation. 
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Banns for the Marriage 
This record identifies Joseph’s parents as Gregory Muraczewski and Elizabeth Kozicki 

Joseph Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki - Michael E. Byczek (3rd Ed) Page  of 9 40



 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1848 Death of Natasha Muracki 
Wieś Nowa (Wigry) 

On balance of probabilities, this is the correct death record 
There appears to be only one Joseph and Natasha Muracki family in the entire Wigry Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Based on this translation, the husband’s name appears as John Joseph Muracki.  
It is unclear whether this is a translation error or a mistake in the record itself.  

Natasha Buchowiecki was born in 1794. The estimated age of 50 is reasonable.  
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1855 Death of Joseph Moraczewski 
Nowa Wieś (Wigry) 

On balance of probabilities, this is the correct death record 

This is a common variation of the surname, especially as used by Joseph and his immediate family. 
Joseph was born in 1790. According to the translation below, this death record shows a birth year of 1795, which is reasonable. 

Joseph and Natasha Muracki had a son Casimir who was born about 1822.  
He would have been about 33 years old in 1855. Casimir Moraczewski, a witness, was listed as 34 years old.  
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Wigry Catholic Church 
https://parafia.wigry.pro 
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Children of Joseph Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki 

Representative documents are described below. 
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Joseph 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1820 Baptism of Joseph Benedict 
Leszczewo (Wigry) 

Unclear whether there was a difference between Leszczewo and Leszczewek 
Parents spelled as Jozef Muraczewski (illegible) and Anastazy Buchowieckich 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Casimir 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1842 Marriage of Casimir Muraczewski 
Wigry Parish 

Parents spelled as Jozef Muraczewski and Nastazy Buchowieckich 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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John 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1824 Baptism of John 
Leszczewek (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name spelled as Muradzki 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1845 Marriage of John Muracki and Marcella Zaskiewicz 
Wigry Parish 

Marriage listed under Nowa Wieś 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Note: There are some translation errors with first and last names. 
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There is a death record for John Muracki in 1879 written in Russian. AI tools have generated various translations with different 
results.  

There are important points of consensus: 

• The name of his wife varies, but is similar or identical to Marcella Zaskiewicz. 
• He lived in Nowa Wies (Wigry), which is correct.  
• He was listed as between 41 and 51 years old. John Muracki was born in 1824, which means he was 55 years old in 1879. At 

least one translation showed 51 years of age, which is a reasonable approximation.  
• His parents were consistently listed as variants of Casimir Muracki and Rosalie Gorlewski. His parents were actually Joseph 

Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki. However, two points are important. First, John Muracki had a brother Casimir whose wife 
was Rosalie Gorlewski. Second, Marcella Zaskiewicz was mistakenly identified as Marcella Gorlewski at least once and was 
corrected in the margins of the document.  

For these reasons, on balance of probabilities, it is more likely than not and highly plausible to be true, that this is the correct death 
record for John Muracki.  

 

1879 Death of John Muracki 
Nowa Wieś (Wigry) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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AI translation (ChatGPT) 
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AI translation (https://www.transkribus.org and Google Translate) 
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AI translation (Grok) 
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Marianna 

Representative documents are described below. 

Joseph Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki - Michael E. Byczek (3rd Ed) Page  of 33 40



 

1827 Baptism of Marianna 
Village illegible (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name spelled Muradzki (slightly illegible) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Louis 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1830 Baptism of Louis 
Village looks like Leszczewek, but is illegible (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name spelled Muraczewski 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1830 Death of Louis 
Village looks like Leszczewek (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name spelled Muraczewski 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Anthony 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1833 Baptism of Anthony  
Village illegible (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name appears to be Muracki (illegible) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Note: This record is almost entirely illegible. Gemini had a very difficult time translating a word-for-word result. 
Several attempts were made with detailed information entered through queries that may have influenced the final translation. 
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Additional Information 

Joseph Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. Their son John Muracki (3x-great-
grandfather) married Marcella Zaskiewicz in 1845 in Wigry. Their daughter Josephine Muracki (2x-great-grandmother) married 
Peter Murzyn in 1870 in Wigry. Their son Frank Murzyn (great-grandfather) married Rose Sidor in 1897 in Sejny. Their daughter 
Antoinette Murzynowicz (grandmother) was born in Chicago, IL in 1912. The Frank and Rose Murzyn family settled in Chicago 
on a permanent basis in 1908. Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn arrived in Chicago in 1910. The family interchanged the surnames 
Murzynowicz and Marynowski through the 1940s until formally adopting the latter. Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski 
married Roman Bykowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski 
(mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children,  
Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Podlaskie Voivodeship in north-eastern Poland):  

• Wigry is a small village in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County 
• Leszczewo and Leszczewek are neighboring villages in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County 
• Huta is a settlement in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County [there are multiple Huta references 

in the Suwalki area, but this particular location is very near Leszczewo and Leszczewek] 
• Nowa Wieś is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Wigry Catholic Church over the past ten or more years through 
direct messages to diocese archives, access to digitized microfilm, and online resources (i.e. records from Polish archives). He has 
gathered an extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy for Joseph Muracki 
and Natasha Buchowiecki. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 
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