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Joseph Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki were married in 1819 at the Catholic church located in Wigry. Natasha was the 
daughter of Adam Buchowiecki and Teresa Masiewicz. The parents of Joseph were Gregory Muracki and Elizabeth Kozicki. 

Joseph was born about 1790. At the time of the marriage, he was living in the nearby settlement of Huta. The location of his birth 
is unknown. Natasha was born about 1794 and was baptized in the Wigry church. She and her parents were living in Leszczewek 
within the Wigry parish at the time of the marriage. While the location of her birth was not listed, her baptism took place at the 
Wigry church. 

There is an interesting comment in the marriage record that requires further research. Natasha’s identity was confirmed through 
her baptism record. However, Joseph’s identity appears to have been verified through a document issued by the head of the Huta 
settlement. This suggests that Joseph’s parents may not have been parishioners of any church, the family lived within a settlement 
outside religious traditions, or that he was not from the area and requesting a written baptism record was not practical.  

The Muracki surname was also spelled Muradzki, Muraczewski, and Moraczewski. Michael E. Byczek has determined that 
Muracki is the most accurate variation of the surname. The surname variation could have an origin in the Huta settlement. Natasha 
Buchowiecki appears to be an uncommon name. Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude that these documents are from the same 
family versus multiple individuals with similar names.  

The 1819 marriage record spelled their names as Jozef Moraczewski and Nastazja Buchowiecka. The village of Leszczewek was 
listed on the document. Therefore, this particular document is presumed to be accurate versus a coincidence. 

The index for the marriage record spelled their names as Jozef Muraczewski and Anastazja Buchowiecka. The banns appear to list 
the bride’s name as Konstanzy.  

The exact number of children born to Joseph and Natasha is unclear, since the surname was spelled differently in the documents:  

Child (as written) 	 Birth	 	 	 Location	 	 	 Spelling of Father’s Surnam 

Joseph Benedict		 1820	 	 	 Leszczewo (Wigry Parish)	 Moraczewski 
Casimir 	 	 About 1822	 	 Not verified	 	 	 Muraczewski (marriage, as baptism not found)	  
John	  	 	 1824	 	 	 Leszczewek (Wigry Parish)	 Muradzki (Muracki on his marriage record) 
Marianna	 	 1827	 	 	 illegible (Wigry Parish)	 	 Muracki (illegible) 
Louis	 	 	 1830	 	 	 Leszczewek (Wigry Parish)	 Muraczewski 
Anthony	 	 1833	 	 	 illegible (Wigry Parish)	 	 Muracki (illegible) 

Their son John Muracki married Marcella Zaskiewicz in 1845 at the Wigry church. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-
grandparents.  

The death records for Joseph Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki have not been verified.  
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1819 Marriage of Joseph Muracki and Nastasha Buchowiecki 
Wigry Parish (Marriage listed under Leszczewek) 

Joseph’s name was written as Moraczewski (slightly illegible) 
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Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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Banns for the Marriage 
This record identifies Joseph’s parents as Gregory Muraczewski and Elizabeth Kozicki 
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1820 Baptism of Joseph Benedict 
Leszczewo (Wigry) 

Unclear whether there was a difference between Leszczewo and Leszczewek 
Parents spelled as Jozef Muraczewski (illegible) and Anastazy Buchowieckich 
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1842 Marriage of Casimir Muraczewski 
Wigry Parish 

Parents spelled as Jozef Muraczewski and Nastazy Buchowieckich 

Page  of 6 11



 

1824 Baptism of John 
Leszczewek (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name spelled as Muradzki 
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1827 Baptism of Marianna 
Village illegible (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name spelled Muradzki (slightly illegible) 
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1830 Baptism of Louis 
Village looks like Leszczewek, but is illegible (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name spelled Muraczewski 

 

1830 Death of Louis 
Village looks like Leszczewek (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name spelled Muraczewski 
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1833 Baptism of Anthony  
Village illegible (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name appears to be Muracki (illegible) 
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Additional Information 

Joseph Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. Their son John Muracki (3x-great-
grandfather) married Marcella Zaskiewicz in 1845 in Wigry. Their daughter Josephine Muracki (2x-great-grandmother) married 
Peter Murzyn in 1870 in Wigry. Their son Frank Murzyn (great-grandfather) married Rose Sidor in 1897 in Sejny. Their daughter 
Antoinette Murzynowicz (grandmother) was born in Chicago, IL in 1912. The Frank and Rose Murzyn family settled in Chicago 
on a permanent basis in 1908. Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn arrived in Chicago in 1910. The family interchanged the surnames 
Murzynowicz and Marynowski through the 1940s until formally adopting the latter. Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski 
married Roman Bykowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski 
(mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children,  
Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Podlaskie Voivodeship in north-eastern Poland):  

• Wigry is a small village in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County 
• Leszczewo and Leszczewek are neighboring villages in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County 
• Huta is a settlement in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County [there are multiple Huta references 

in the Suwalki area, but this particular location is very near Leszczewo and Leszczewek] 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Wigry Catholic church over the past ten or more years through direct 
messages to diocese archives, access to digitized microfilm, and online resources (i.e. digitalized records from Polish archives). 
He has gathered an extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy for Joseph 
Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 
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