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John (Jan) Muracki and Marcella (Marcela) Zaskiewicz were married in 1845 at the Catholic Church located in Wigry. Both were living in the village of Nowa at the time. 
It is unclear whether Nowa and Nowa Wieś were the same village. 

John was the son of Joseph (Józef) Muracki and Natasha (Nastazja) Buchowiecki. He was born in 1824 in Leszczewek within the Wigry parish.  

Marcella was the daughter of Stanley (Stanisław) Zaskiewicz and Victoria Izbicki (Wiktoria Izbicka). She was born about 1825, but her baptism has not been verified. 
There is a baptism record for Maryanna Zaskiewicz with the right parents from 1825. Marcella (Zackiewicz) Muracki was mistakenly identified as Maryanna Zaskiewicz 
at least once. It is possible that the 1825 baptism for Maryanna Zaskiewicz was Marcella. The names Maryanna and Marcella may have been confused in the records. It’s 
also possible that the baptism record itself was a mistake where Marianna was written instead of Marcella. However, there is a gap in the online access to baptism records 
for Wigry after 1825 which prevents a year-by-year analysis to determine if there was a baptism for Marcella Zaskiewicz after Maryanna was born. 

The Muracki surname was also spelled Muradzki, Muraczewski, and Moraczewski. Michael E. Byczek has determined that Muracki is the most accurate variation of the 
surname. For consistency, the surname Muracki is used throughout this documentary except when quoting records directly. 

The eight known children of John Muracki and Marcella Zaskiewicz, all born in Nowa Wieś, are: 

Child   Birth   Father’s Surname (as written)    Notes 

Josephine (Józefa) 1847   Muracki 
Frances (Franciszka) 1849   Moraczewski      Died in 1851 (Muraczewski) 
Maryanna (Marianna) 1852   Moraczewski      Mother written as Maryanna Zaskiewicz 
John (Jan)  1856   Moraczewski 
Anna    1859   Muraczewski 
Antonia  (Antonina) 1861   Muraczewski      Mother written as Marcella Kuczynski 
Frank (Franciszek) 1866    Muraczewski (corrected as Muradzki in margin)  Mother written as Marcella Gorlewski (corrected in margin) 
Monica (Monika) 1872    Muracki 

Josephine Muracki married Peter (Piotr) Murzyn in 1870 at the Wigry Church. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 2x-great-grandparents. After Peter’s death, Josephine settled 
in Chicago, IL with their surviving children. Josephine’s brother Frank Muracki appears to have also settled in Chicago, as he was named in Josephine’s obituary. 

The available death records for the Wigry Parish suggests that John Muracki passed away in 1879 while living in Nowa Wieś. Marcella (Zaskiewicz) Muracki died in 
1899, also in Nowa Wieś. The documents were written in Russian. Translation of these documents have resulted in uncertainty about whether these are the correct death 
records. On balance of probabilities, it is more likely than not and highly plausible to be true that these are the correct death records for John and Marcella Muracki.  
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1824 Baptism of John Muracki 
Leszczewek (Wigry Parish) 

Father’s name spelled Muradzki 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1825 Baptism of Maryanna Zaskiewicz 
Sobolewo (Suwałki Parish) 

It’s possible this baptism record is actually Marcella, but was mistakenly written as Maryanna. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1845 Marriage of John Muracki and Marcella Zaskiewicz 
Wigry Parish 

Marriage listed under Nowa Wieś 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Note: There are some translation errors with first and last names. 
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Wigry Catholic Church 
https://parafia.wigry.pro 

John Muracki and Marcella Zaskiewicz - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 8 46



Uncertainty about the death records for John and Marcella Muracki 

Death records have been found for John Muracki in 1879 and Marcella Muracki in 1899. The records are written in Russian and have been difficult to translate. These are 
the best known candidates for their death records. However, there are discrepancies in the documents that require further review. 
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John Muracki 

There is a death record for John Muracki in 1879 written in Russian. AI tools have generated various translations with different results.  

There are important points of consensus: 

• The name of his wife varies, but is similar or identical to Marcella Zaskiewicz. 
• He lived in Nowa Wieś (Wigry), which is correct.  
• He was listed as between 41 and 51 years old. John Muracki was born in 1824, which means he was 55 years old in 1879. At least one translation showed 51 years of 

age, which is a reasonable approximation.  
• His parents were consistently listed as variants of Casimir Muracki and Rosalie Gorlewski. His parents were actually Joseph Muracki and Natasha Buchowiecki. 

However, two points are important. First, John Muracki had a brother Casimir whose wife was Rosalie Gorlewski. Second, Marcella Zaskiewicz was mistakenly 
identified as Marcella Gorlewski at least once and was corrected in the margins of the document.  

For these reasons, on balance of probabilities, it is more likely than not and highly plausible to be true, that this is the correct death record for John Muracki.  
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1879 Death of John Muracki 
Nowa Wieś (Wigry) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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AI translation (ChatGPT) 

John Muracki and Marcella Zaskiewicz - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 13 46



 

AI translation (https://www.transkribus.org and Google Translate) 
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AI translation (Grok) 
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Marcella (Zaskiewicz) Muracki 

Polish records written in Russian often had a note with the subject name written in Polish. There is an 1899 death record for a woman named Marcella with a surname very 
similar to Muracki. The surname is slightly illegible because the edge of the record was not scanned properly.  

AI translations of this document have resulted in various conclusions. However, the following points are important: 

1. There is consensus that Marcella was the daughter of Stanley Zaskiewicz and Victoria Izbicki, which is correct. Some of the translations show names that are similar to 
these surnames even though the output was not exact.  

2. Marcella’s married name was very similar to Muracki.  
3. She lived in Nowa Wieś (Wigry), which is correct.  
4. Three of the translations generated an age of 76 years old. Marcella’s baptism has not been found, but she is estimated to have been born in 1825. She should have 

been 74 years old, which is a good match to the AI translations. 

For these reasons, on balance of probabilities, it is more likely than not and highly plausible to be true, that this is the correct death record for Marcella (Zaskiewicz) 
Muracki. 
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1899 Death record of a woman named Marcella with a surname similar to Muracki 
Wigry Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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AI translation (ChatGPT) 
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AI translation (https://www.transkribus.org and Google Translate) 
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AI translation (Grok) 
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Children of John Muracki and Marcella Zaskiewicz 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Josephine 

 

1847 Baptism of Josephine Muracki  
Nowa Wieś (Wigry Parish) 

The witness and godfather was Bartholomew Buchowiecki 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1870 Marriage of Peter Murzyn and Josephine Muracki 
Wigry Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Note: Josephine’s mother was Marcella Zaskiewicz 
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1931 Death Certificate of Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn/Marynowski 
Chicago, IL 
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Obituary of Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn/Marynowski 
Dziennik Chicagoski - 3/18/1931 

The record suggests that her brother Frank was living in Chicago since he was mentioned in the obituary  
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Frances 

 

Unconfirmed 1849 Baptism of Frances Muraczewski 
Nowa Wieś (Wigry Parish) 

The father is John, but the mother’s name was not Marcella Zaskiewicz (partially illegible) 
This is the best candidate for the correct baptism, since the father’s name is correct. 

It’s possible that the mother’s name was written in error. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1851 Death of Frances Moraczewski 
Nowa Wieś (Wigry Parish) 

Witness was Bartholomew Buchowiecki 
 

Marcella’s maiden name was not listed 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Maryanna 

 

1852 Baptism of Maryanna Moraczewski 
Nowa Wieś (Wigry Parish) 

Mother’s name written as Maryanna Zaskiewicz 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

John Muracki and Marcella Zaskiewicz - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 35 46



John 

 

1856 Baptism of John Moraczewski  
Nowa Wieś (Wigry Parish) 

The witness and godfather was Casimir Moraczewski 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Anna 

 

1859 Baptism of Anna Muraczewski 
Nowa Wieś (Wigry Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Antonina 

 

1861 Baptism of Antonia Muraczewski  
Nowa Wieś (Wigry Parish) 

Mother’s name was written as Marcella Kuczynski  
[refer to Victoria (Izbicki) Zaskiewicz documentary for possible explanation] 

Godmother was Marianna Muraczewski 
John Muracki and Marcella Zaskiewicz - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 40 46



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Frank 

 

1866 Baptism of Frank Muraczewski 
Nowa Wieś (Wigry Parish) 

Mother’s name was spelled Marcella Gorlewski with a note in the margins correcting her name to Zaskiewicz 
Father’s surname was also corrected in the margins to Muradzki 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Monica 

 

1872 Baptism of Monica Muracki  
Nowa Wieś (Wigry Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. Research and analysis have been 
published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in 
September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

John Muracki and Marcella Zaskiewicz are Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Josephine Muracki (2x-great-grandmother) married Peter Murzyn 
in 1870 in Wigry. Their son Frank Murzyn (great-grandfather) married Rose Sidor in 1897 in Sejny. Their daughter Antoinette Murzynowicz (grandmother) was born in 
Chicago, IL in 1912. The Frank and Rose Murzyn family settled in Chicago, IL on a permanent basis in 1908. Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn arrived in Chicago in 1910. 
The family interchanged their surname between Murzynowicz and Marynowski through the 1940s until formally adopting the latter. Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski 
married Roman Bykowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 
1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Podlaskie Voivodeship in north-eastern Poland):  

• Wigry is a small village in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County 
• Nowa Wieś is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County 
• Leszczewo and Leszczewek are neighboring villages in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County 
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