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Peter Murzyn and Josephine Muracki were married in 1870 at the Catholic church located in Wigry (Podlaskie Voivodeship of 
Poland).  

Peter was the son of Anthony Murzyn and Elizabeth Zawadzki. He was born in 1845 in Rudawka within the Sejny Parish. At the 
time of the marriage, the Murzyn family was living in Zubronajcie within the Krasnopol Catholic Parish. 

Josephine was the daughter of John Muracki and Marcella Zaskiewicz. She was born in 1847 in Nowa Wies within the Wigry 
Parish, where the Muracki family was still living at the time of the marriage.  

The Muracki surname was spelled with multiple variations. Refer to the documentary about John Muracki and Marcella 
Zaskiewicz for detailed information. Michael E. Byczek has determined that Muracki is an accurate spelling of the family 
surname. 

Peter Murzyn and Josephine Muracki had seven known children, all born in Zubronajcie: 

Children  Birth   Notes 

Frank Murzyn  1871 
Adam Murzyn  1873 
Walter Murzyn  1879 
Ursula Murzyn  1882 
Emily Murzyn  About 1884  Baptism not verified (she may not have been born in Zubronajcie) 
Antonia Murzyn 1886   Died in 1893 
Casimira Murzyn 1891   Died in 1891 

Their son Frank Murzyn married Rose Sidor in 1897 in Sejny. They are Michael E. Byczek’s great-grandparents.  

All of the surviving Murzyn children traveled to Chicago, IL during the 1890s-1910s and began interchanging the surnames 
Murzynowicz and Marynowski until formally adopting the latter by the 1940s.  

Frank, Adam, and Walter were the first to travel to Chicago. Several members of the family, including Frank and Rose, traveled 
back and forth between Chicago and Zubronajcie in the early years.  

Peter Murzyn passed away in 1906 in Zubronajcie. It is presumed that he was buried in the Krasnopol parish cemetery. His death 
was a pivotal reason why the entire family shortly afterward permanently relocated to Chicago.   

Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn traveled to Chicago in 1910 to join all five of her surviving children who had already established 
permanent residence. She was blind in one eye upon entry into the United States at Ellis Island. Her granddaughter Antoinette 
(Murzynowicz/Marynowski) Bykowski, grandmother of Michael E. Byczek, remembered her grandmother as blind in both eyes 
later in life.  

Josephine passed away in 1931 while living with her family in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. She was a parishioner at  
St. Stanislaus Kostka Church and was buried at St. Adalbert Cemetery in Niles, IL. Her grave cannot be located, as she was buried 
in a temporary location. Her remains were meant to be relocated, but her children did not complete the procedure. The cemetery 
only knows the section that she had been buried in, not the individual grave. 

Peter Murzyn and Josephine Muracki - Michael E. Byczek (2nd Ed) Page  of 1 39



 

1845 Baptism of Peter Murzyn 
Rudawka (Sejny Parish) 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
Note: The maiden name of Peter’s mother is wrong. 
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1847 Baptism of Josephine Muracki  
Nowa Wies (Wigry Parish) 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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1870 Marriage of Peter Murzyn and Josephine Muracki 
Wigry Parish 
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Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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1906 Death of Peter Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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1931 Death Certificate of Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn/Marynowski 
Chicago, IL 
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Obituary for Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn/Marynowski 
Dziennik Chicagoski - 3/18/1931 

The obituary suggests that her brother Frank was living in Chicago 
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St. Stanislaus Kostka Church (Pulaski Park - Chicago, IL) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2014. 

Selected Murzynowicz/Marynowski Family Events: 

1912 - Antoinette Murzynowicz baptism (Josephine’s granddaughter) 
1931 - Josephine (Muracki) Marynowski’s funeral 

1936 - Antoinette Murzynowicz and Roman Bykowski’s marriage 
1943 - Frank Murzyn/Marynowski’s funeral (Josephine’s son) 

1949 - Betty A. Bykowski’s baptism (Josephine’s great-granddaughter) 
1954 - Rose (Sidor) Marynowski’s funeral (Josephine’s daughter-in-law) 
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Burial Index Card 
St. Adalbert (Niles, IL) 

Note: Location refers to the original temporary grave, not present-day 
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Letter from St. Adalbert Cemetery regarding the location of Josephine (Muracki) Marynowski’s grave 
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Section at St. Adalbert Cemetery (Niles, IL) where Josephine (Muracki) Marynowski is buried 
Photo Credit: Copyright 2008. Michael E. Byczek. 
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Children of Peter Murzyn and Josephine Muracki 

Baptism records are explained below. 
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1871 Baptism of Frank Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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1873 Baptism of Adam Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 

 

Peter Murzyn and Josephine Muracki - Michael E. Byczek (2nd Ed) Page  of 15 39



 

1879 Baptism of Walter Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 

Note: This is the only known document where Peter Murzyn used the surname Murzynowicz.  
This could be the reason why his children started using that name upon arrival in the United States.  
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1882 Baptism of Ursula Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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1886 Baptism of Antonia Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 

 

Peter Murzyn and Josephine Muracki - Michael E. Byczek (2nd Ed) Page  of 18 39



 

1893 Death for Antonia Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 
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1891 Baptism of Casimira Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 
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1891 Death of Casimira Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 
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Immigration 

Josephine (Josefa Murzynowicz) arrived at Ellis Island on 9/13/1910 (line 5).  

She listed employment as a cook.  
Departed from Bremen on 9/6/1910.  
From Zubronajcie.  
Going to Chicago to see her son-in-law Walenty at 1362 Dickson.  
Closest relative in Poland was her brother-in-law Piotr (last name illegible, but ends in wicz).  
Blind in right eye. 

.   
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Census 

1920 

1451 Cleaver with daughter Ursula Kowalczyk (spelled Lucy Gawalsczyk), while Josephine’s name is spelled Marinoska. 

The 1920 census lists that Josephine had petitioned for citizenship. Nothing further is known. The 1930 census shows that she was 
an alien. 

1930 

1451 Cleaver with daughter Ursula Kowalczyk 
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1920 Census 
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1920 Census (Zoom) 
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1930 Census 
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1930 Census (Zoom) 
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Real Estate Chronology 

1910:   1362 Dickson [Passenger List - Emily's address] 
1914:   1328 Holt  [Unconfirmed - Chicago Directory] 
1920-31:  1451 Cleaver  [1920 and 1930 census, Death] 

All three addresses are located in the Pulaski Park neighborhood of Chicago.  

Note: Josephine’s son Frank lived next door at 1449 Cleaver from 1918-1919. Josephine’s granddaughter Antoinette Bykowski 
(Michael E. Byczek’s grandmother) remembers “living with” her grandmother during this time.  
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1362 N. Bosworth (Pulaski Park) 
Formerly 1362 Dickson 
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Present-day 1328 N. Greenview (Pulaski Park) 
Formerly 1328 Holt 

Original building torn down 
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1914 Sanborn Insurance Map 
1328 Holt 
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Michael E. Byczek at the former site of 1449-1451 N. Cleaver (Pulaski Park) 
Photo Credit: Michael E. Byczek. Copyright 2016. 

Both houses were torn down. 1445 Cleaver is the empty lot adjacent to the alley (right of alley in this image). 1443 Cleaver is the 
brick house next to the empty lot (right of image). Therefore, 1449 Cleaver (Frank Marynowski) would have been the present-day 
alley. 1451 Cleaver (Josephine Marynowski) would be adjacent to the alley towards the boundary of the expressway (left of 
image).  
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1914 Sanborn Insurance Map 
1449-1451 N. Cleaver were multiple buildings situated on double width lot 
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Additional Information 

Peter Murzyn and Josephine Muracki are Michael E. Byczek’s 2x-great-grandparents. Their son Frank Murzyn (great-grandfather) 
married Rose Sidor in 1897 in Sejny. Their daughter Antoinette Murzynowicz (grandmother) was born in Chicago, IL in 1912. 
The Frank and Rose Murzyn family settled in Chicago, IL on a permanent basis in 1908. Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn arrived in 
Chicago in 1910. The family interchanged their surname between Murzynowicz and Marynowski through the 1940s until formally 
adopting the latter. Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski married Roman Bykowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the 
Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on 
Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children, Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in 
the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Podlaskie Voivodeship in northeastern Poland):  

• Wigry is a small village in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County 
• Nowa Wieś is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Suwałki, within Suwałki County 
• Krasnopol is a village in Sejny County. It is the seat of the gmina called Gmina Krasnopol. 
• Żubronajcie is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Krasnopol, within Sejny County 
• Sejny is a town in northeastern Poland and the capital of Sejny County, close to the northern border with Lithuania and Belarus 
• Rudawka is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Krasnopol, within Sejny County 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Sejny, Wigry, and Krasnopol Catholic churches over the past ten or 
more years through direct messages to diocese archives, access to digitized microfilm, and online resources (i.e. digitalized 
records from Polish archives). He has gathered an extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate 
source of genealogy for Peter Murzyn and Josephine Muracki. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 
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