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Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents were Matthew (Mateusz) Murzyn and Cristina (Krystyna) Stanialis from Kompocie in 
the Puńsk Catholic Parish of northeast Poland. There are only a few records about their family that have been verified at present.  

Online access to digitized records for Puńsk start at 1808 with several years, or segments, missing through the 1830s. This 
prevents a year-by-year chronology for each Murzyn family in Kompocie. Detailed analysis of representative records for each 
known Murzyn family in Kompocie reveals that they were living within the same adjacent farms (i.e. House 2, 7, 8, 10, and 12).  

On balance of probabilities, it is more likely than not and highly plausible to be true, that Matthew’s parents were Martin (Marcin) 
and Christina Murzyn (maiden name not verified). Furthermore, it is highly likely that families discussed in this documentary are 
Martin Murzyn’s other children, siblings, aunts/uncles, and possibly even his parents.  

There are several Murzyn families in Kompocie and nearby villages during the time period when Matthew and Christina Murzyn’s 
children were born. Without a doubt, the Murzyn lineage extends at least two generations further back in Kompocie, possibly 
dating back to the 1600s.  

However, there are multiple instances of men and women with the same or similar names. To further complicate matters, the 
church did not use precise terminology to enter birth, marriage, and death records. For example, a father and son have almost the 
same ages along with interpretive language to describe family relationships. This includes the term “grandfather” to also mean a 
village or family elder, not the actual biological lineage. 

While Matthew Murzyn is a rare name in Kompocie (there is only one), there are multiple married women named Christina 
Murzyn in the area. Furthermore, there were both “Maciej and Krystyna Murzyn” and “Mateusz and Krystyna Murzyn” families.  
While Mateusz and Maciej are very similar names and could be the same person, the two names are distinct enough to raise 
uncertainty. It’s even possible that the same woman was described as both Christina and Catherine.  

The 1809 baptism for Matthew and Christina Murzyn’s daughter Maryanna (Marianna) listed Martin Murzyn as the baby’s 
grandfather. He was 53 years old (born about 1756). When Maryanna passed away as an infant, Adam Murzyn and Martin Murzyn 
were listed as the baby’s uncles. Adam was 51 years old (born about 1758) and Martin was 40 years old (born about 1769). The 
problem with the two records, both written in the same year, is that these three witnesses cannot be a father and two sons based on 
their ages. Either the ages are wrong, or the terms “uncle” and “grandfather” may not translate into exact genetic relationships. 
Adam and Martin (the uncles) are old enough to be the grandfather’s brothers. Martin (the younger) and Martin (the elder) cannot 
be brothers. While Adam Murzyn could be a great-uncle, the baby cannot have both a grandfather and great-uncle named Martin 
Murzyn. One possibility is that Martin Murzyn (the elder) was much older than 53 and/or the two sons were younger than listed. 

The 1811 baptism for Matthew and Christina Murzyn’s daughter Christina also listed Martin Murzyn as the grandfather. This 
document listed him as 52 years old (born about 1759). When the baby passed away the following year, another grandfather was 
listed with the name Dominick (Dominik) Gumiński. He was 60 years old (born about 1752). Another witness was the baby’s 
uncle George (Jerzy) Murzyn. He was 26 years old (born about 1786). The two ages for Martin Murzyn, the grandfather, and 
George Murzyn, the uncle, are realistic for a father and son.  

Dominick Gumiński’s wife was Rosalie (Rozalia/Róża) Murzyn. Matthew Murzyn was expressly described as “uncle” to their 
children. There appears to only be one Matthew Murzyn in the entire parish (written as Mateusz), let alone Kompocie. Records for 
the Gumiński family support the conclusion that Dominick Gumiński was much older than his wife. It’s possible that the word 
“grandfather” translates into an “elder” status and not a family relationship. The only way for Dominick Gumiński to be the baby’s 
grandfather would be if Christina (Stanialis) Murzyn was his step-daughter. For instance, Christina’s father may have been 
deceased and her mother remarried. This is possible since Dominick Gumiński was old enough to be Christina’s father. It’s 
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possible that Christina’s mother had passed away and Dominick Gumiński remarried to Matthew Murzyn’s sister. This could 
create a scenario where Dominick Gumiński, in theory, could be loosely described as the baby’s “grandfather”. 

To further complicate matters, Jacob (Jakub) Murzyn was listed as the “grandfather” to Dominick and Rosalie Gumiński’s son 
Bartholomew (Bartłomiej) in the 1810 death record. This particular Jacob Murzyn was listed as 65 (born about 1745) from 
Kompocie. This creates an inconsistency that (1) Martin Murzyn was twice listed as “grandfather” to Matthew Murzyn’s children; 
(2) Matthew Murzyn was listed multiple times as “uncle” to Rosalie (Murzyn) Gumiński’s children; and (3) Jacob Murzyn was the 
“grandfather” to one child of Rosalie (Murzyn) Gumiński. While there could be complicated family relationships where a husband 
and wife could both have the Murzyn surname combined with multiple marriages, it seems more likely than not that one of these 
two Murzyn “grandfathers” is an elder status and one is biological. On balance of probabilities, the biological “grandfather” was 
Martin Murzyn, not Jacob.  

Given the few documents that are available, it’s reasonable to conclude that Matthew Murzyn’s father was Martin Murzyn who 
was born about 1756-1759. It’s possible that Martin Murzyn had three daughters named Rosalie, Agnes (Agnieszka), and Helen 
(Helena) along with four sons named Matthew, Martin, Adam, and George. This would require that the sons Martin and Adam 
were younger than listed or that Martin, the father, was older than shown in the documents.  

Only one death record for Martin Murzyn has been found at present. This particular Martin Murzyn passed away in 1836 while 
living in Kompocie at the age of 40 (born about 1796). His wife was Christina Mikelewicz. Records show two known children of 
Martin Murzyn and Christina Mikelewicz. Agnes Murzyn was born about 1803 and Helen Murzyn about 1806. Both Helen and 
Agnes were specifically listed as the daughters of Martin Murzyn and Christina Mikelewicz from Kompocie. Unless there were 
two families with those exact same maiden names, it’s more likely than not, that Martin Murzyn, who passed away in 1836, was 
much older than described. In order for Agnes to have been born in 1803, her father had to at least have been 18 years old (born 
about 1785 or earlier). Martin Murzyn, Matthew’s grandfather, was born 1756-1759, which means he would have been about  
45 years old in 1803. This is a reasonable age for the 1836 death record to have been a mistake. 

There are two death records for Jacob Murzyn, but only one in Kompocie. That particular Jacob Murzyn passed away in 1823 at 
the age of 90 (born about 1733). The Martin Murzyn who was listed as “grandfather” to Matthew Murzyn’s children was born 
about 1756. If taken as true, Jacob Murzyn could actually be Martin Murzyn’s father.  

There is a marriage record for George Murzyn in Kompocie whose parents were Martin Murzyn and Christina Klim/Klisz. He was 
born about 1792, The George Murzyn listed as an “uncle” was born about 1786. These ages create a scenario that is reasonable to 
be the same person. However, his mother’s maiden name was not Mikelewicz. Unless the maiden name, similar to Klim/Klisz, 
was wrong, this implies two families in Kompocie: (1) Martin Murzyn and Christina Klisz; and (2) Martin Murzyn and Christina 
Mikelewicz. It’s possible, given the ages, that it was the same Martin Murzyn with two marriages. Christina Klisz may have 
passed away after Matthew and George were born. Christina Mikelewicz could be a subsequent marriage. 

Since Matthew Murzyn was a few years older than his brother George, it’s reasonable to conclude that they had the same mother. 
Matthew’s mother may have been Christina Klim/Klimsz. It is possible that Christina (Klim) Murzyn and Christina (Mikelewicz) 
Murzyn are the same woman. 

Since there was an “uncle” Martin Murzyn who was about the same age as the “grandfather” Martin Murzyn, it’s also possible 
that one was married to Christina Klim and the other to Christina Mikelewicz.  

For these reasons, a definitive conclusion as to Matthew Murzyn’s mother is not possible at present. There is a very strong 
likelihood that Matthew Murzyn’s father was Martin Murzyn. It is possible that his grandfather was Jacob Murzyn. Both 
conclusions are the subject of ongoing research. 

The Murzyn surname has an uncertain Polish origin. The most common translation of the surname refers to a dark-skinned person. 
One conclusion is that those with the Murzyn surname are African descendants. There are other translations of Murzyn that 
include the color black as a generic word and serfdom (farm labor). Research is ongoing to determine the most accurate origin of 
the Murzyn surname. Records may not exist to verify the exact origin of the surname or lineage of Matthew Murzyn from 
Kompocie. 
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Relevant Records for Matthew Murzyn 

Documents suggest that Matthew’s father was Martin and that he had three brothers named Martin, Adam, and George who were 
identified as “uncles” to the children. Furthermore, the documents show that Dominick Gumiński was a “grandfather”.  

Representative documents are described below.  
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1809 Baptism of Maryanna Murzyn 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 
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AI translation using Google Gemini 
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1809 Death of Maryanna Murzyn 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 

Adam and Martin Murzyn were the witnesses 
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1811 Baptism of Christina Murzyn  
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 

Martin Murzyn was a witness/godparent 
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1812 Death of Christina Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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Possible Death Records for Martin and Christina Murzyn 

Representative documents are described below. 

Martin and Christina Murzyn - Michael E. Byczek (1st Ed) Page  of 12 113



 

Martin Murzyn Death (1836) 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 

 

AI translation using Google Gemini 

Note: The second witness appears to be Vincent Murzyn 
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1839 Death of Christina Murzyn 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 

 

AI translation using Google Gemini 
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Possible Children of Martin and Christina Murzyn 

These representative documents, shown below, suggest that Matthew Murzyn had a brother George and three sisters named 
Rosalie, Helen, and Agnes (in addition to brothers Adam and Martin). 
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George Murzyn 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1818 George Murzyn Marriage Part 1/2 
Puńsk Parish 
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1818 George Murzyn Marriage Part 2/2 
Puńsk Parish 
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1826 Death of George Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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1823 Death of Martin Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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1823 Birth for Marciana (Marcianna) Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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1825 Death of Adam Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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1834 Death of Lawrence (Wawrzyniec) Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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1832 Baptism of Maryanna Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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Helen Murzyn 

Helen Murzyn married Simon (Szymon) Tumialis, whose sister Marianna married Vincent (Wincenty) Murzyn. Since there are 
multiple Murzyn families in Kompocie, it might just be a coincidence that two Tumialis siblings both married spouses with the 
Murzyn surname. 

Representative documents are described below. 

Martin and Christina Murzyn - Michael E. Byczek (1st Ed) Page  of 32 113



 

1824 Helen Murzyn Marriage 
Puńsk Parish 
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1826 Baptism of Agatha (Agata) Tumialis 
Puńsk Parish 
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1832 Baptism for John (Jan) Tumialis 
Puńsk Parish 
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Agnes Murzyn 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1825 Agnes Murzyn Marriage 
Puńsk Parish 
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Rosalie Murzyn 

Records show that Dominick Gumiński’s wife was Rosalie Murzyn and that Matthew Murzyn from Kompocie was identified as 
“uncle” to their children. Furthermore, Jacob Murzyn was identified as a “grandfather”.  

Representative documents are described below. 
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1818 Death of Dominick Gumiński 
Puńsk Parish 
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1812 Death of Stephen (Stefan/Szczepan) Gumiński 
Puńsk Parish 
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1810 Baptism of Bartholomew Gumiński 
Puńsk Parish 

Martin and Christina Murzyn - Michael E. Byczek (1st Ed) Page  of 47 113



 

                        

AI translation using Google Gemini 

Martin and Christina Murzyn - Michael E. Byczek (1st Ed) Page  of 48 113



 

1810 Death of Bartholomew Gumiński 
Puńsk Parish 
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1811 Baptism of Andrew (Andrzej) Gumiński 
Puńsk Parish 
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1816 Baptism of George Gumiński 
Puńsk Parish 
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1818 Baptism of Dominick Gumiński 
Puńsk Parish 
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1832 Death for Dominick Gumiński 
Puńsk Parish 
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Jacob Murzyn - The “Grandfather” 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1823 Death of Jacob Murzyn 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 
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1810 Death of Jacob Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 

Note: 

This is a second Jacob Murzyn who was from a different village. 
However, he was described as the “brother-in-law” of Martin Murzyn from Kompocie. 
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1809 Marriage of Jacob Murzyn - Part 1/2 
Puńsk Parish 

“The other Jacob” 
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1809 Marriage of Jacob Murzyn - Part 2/2 
Puńsk Parish 
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1808 Death of Christina Murzyn (wife of Jacob) 
Puńsk Parish 

“The other Jacob” 
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Other Murzyn Families in Kompocie 

Representative documents are described below. 
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Vincent Murzyn 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1817 Marriage of Vincent Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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1818 Baptism of Andrew Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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1823 Marriage of Vincent Murzyn - Part 1/2 
Puńsk Parish 
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1823 Marriage of Vincent Murzyn - Part 2/2 
Puńsk Parish 
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1824 Baptism of Eva (Ewa) Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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Note: The mother’s maiden name looks like Tumialis 
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1828 Double death records for Lawrence and Helen Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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Adam Murzyn 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1828 Death for Adam Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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Roza (Murzyn) Gryguć 

George Gryguć, from Kompocie, was a witness to Murzyn events. His wife was Roza Murzyn from a different village within the 
Puńsk parish. It might be a coincidence that George Gryguć was involved with the Murzyn families in Kompocie. 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1817 Marriage of Rose Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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1843 Death of Rose (Murzyn) Gryguć 
Puńsk Parish 
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1833 Baptism of Catherine (Katarzyna) Gryguć 
Puńsk Parish 
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John Murzyn 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1813 Death of John Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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1819 Death of Regina Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 

Martin and Christina Murzyn - Michael E. Byczek (1st Ed) Page  of 94 113



 

AI translation using Google Gemini 

Martin and Christina Murzyn - Michael E. Byczek (1st Ed) Page  of 95 113



Maciej Murzyn 

There were at least two Maciej Murzyn families in Kompocie at the same time, a name that also translates to Matthew. One was 
married to Catherine and the other Krystyna. Since Maciej and Mateusz both translate to Matthew, it’s possible that the Maciej 
and Krystyna Murzyn family refers to Matthew Murzyn and Christina Stanialis. However, the two names are distinct enough to 
create uncertainty. It’s possible that Catherine and Krystyna are the same person and there is only one Maciej Murzyn. 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1809 Baptism of Frances (Franciszka) Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 

“Maciej and Katarzyna Murzyn” 
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1818 Marriage of Elizabeth (Elżbieta) Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish (listed under Kompocie) 

“Maciej and Krystyna Murzyn” 
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1813 Death of Frances Murzyn 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 

“Maciej and Krystyna Murzyn” 
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Bartholomew Murzyn 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1841 Death record for Bartholomew Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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1832 Death of John Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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George Murzyn 

There were at least two George Murzyn families in Kompocie. Representative documents are described below. 
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1817 Baptism of George Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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Peter (Piotr) Murzyn 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1820 Baptism of Regina Murzyn 
Puńsk Parish 
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Additional Information 

Martin and Christina Murzyn are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their son Matthew Murzyn (4x-great-grandfather) 
married Christina Stanialis and raised a family in the Puńsk Parish. Their son Anthony Murzyn (3x-great-grandfather) married 
Elizabeth Zawadzki in 1839 in Krasnopol. Their son Peter Murzyn (2x-great-grandfather) married Josephine Muracki in 1870 in 
Wigry. Their son Frank Murzyn (great-grandfather) married Rose Sidor in 1897 in Sejny. Their daughter Antoinette Murzynowicz 
(grandmother) was born in Chicago, IL in 1912. The Frank and Rose Murzyn family settled in Chicago, IL on a permanent basis 
in 1908. Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn arrived in Chicago in 1910. The family interchanged the surname between Murzynowicz 
and Marynowski through the 1940s until formally adopting the latter. Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski married Roman 
Bykowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married 
Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children, Michael E. Byczek (the 
eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Podlaskie Voivodeship in north-eastern Poland):  

• Kompocie is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Puńsk, within Sejny County 
• Puńsk is a village and seat of the Gmina Puńsk in the Sejny County. It is located only 5 km from the border with Lithuania. 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Puńsk Catholic church over the past ten or more years through direct 
messages to diocese archives, access to digitized microfilm, and online resources (i.e. records from Polish archives). He has 
gathered an extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy for the Murzyn 
families of Puńsk Parish. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 
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michael@byczek.pro 
https://michaelbyczek.pro 
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