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Matthew (Mateusz) Murzyn and Christina (Krystyna) Stanialis lived in Kompocie within the Puńsk Catholic parish. Their eldest 
known child was born in 1809 when both Matthew and Christina were in their early 20s. Therefore, they were most likely married 
within a few years earlier than 1809.  

Only a few records have been verified for the Matthew Murzyn and Christina Stanialis family. Unfortunately, these documents 
provide numerous inconsistencies and uncertainties about their ages and relatives. For instance, there were multiple women 
(married and single) named Christina Murzyn in Kompocie that spanned multiple generations. There is an unknown distinction 
between two families: (1) Mateusz and Krystyna Murzyn; and (2) Maciej and Krystyna Murzyn. Both families had children born 
in Kompocie about the same time. The names Mateusz and Maciej, while distinct, both translate to Matthew. There are two 
baptisms where the father was Maciej and four with Mateusz. All four “Mateusz” baptisms show the mother was Krystyna 
Stanialis (or a close variation of the maiden name). However, the two “Maciej” baptisms have a different maiden name for the 
mother named Krystyna. It is unclear whether these were the same or different families. It is presumed that the two sets of baptism 
records reflect two different families and serve as an example that it is not possible, at present, to fully identify each Murzyn 
family in Kompocie.  

Ages for both Matthew Murzyn and Christina Stanialis vary across different documents, including those in consecutive years. The 
most accurate ages are derived from records for their eldest known daughter Maryanna who was both born and passed away in 
1809. Both the baptism and death records describe Matthew as 25 and Christina as 24 years old. This implies that Matthew was 
born about 1784 and Christina about 1785. 

Records support the conclusion that Matthew’s parents were Martin (Marcin) and Christina Murzyn from Kompocie. Refer to a 
separate documentary for analysis. 

The four known children of Matthew Murzyn and Christina Stanialis, all born in Kompocie, are: 

Child    Birth  Notes 

Maryanna (Marianna)  1809  Died in 1809 (Kompocie) 
Christina (Krystyna)  1811  Died in 1812 (Kompocie) 
Catherine (Katarzyna)  1814   
Anthony (Antoni)  1816   

Their son Anthony Murzyn married Elizabeth (Elżbieta) Zawadzki in 1839 at the church located in Krasnopol. They are  
Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandparents. 

The most accurate spelling of Christina’s maiden name, at present, is Stanialis. That particular spelling has Lithuanian origins. 
Kompocie is very near the border with Lithuania and has been described as a border village between the two countries. 

The death records for both Matthew Murzyn and Christina (Stanialis) Murzyn have not been found. 

The marriage and death records for Anthony Murzyn show his mother’s maiden name was similar to Stawalski. He was living in 
Romanowce in the Sejny Catholic parish in 1839 when he was married at the church located in Krasnopol. Murzyn is not a 
common name in the Sejny parish. Catherine Murzyn, the verified daughter of Matthew Murzyn and Christina Stanialis, born in 
Kompocie, was married at the Sejny church in 1836. She was also living in Romanowce at the time of her marriage.  

The fact that Anthony Murzyn and Catherine Murzyn both had parents named Matthew and Christina Murzyn and were living in 
Romanowce during a three-year time span is highly conclusive that they were brother and sister. The surnames Stanialis and 
Stawalski are similar enough to be considered a mistake. Furthermore, an 1816 baptism for a son named Anthony was found for 
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Kompocie whose mother’s maiden name was Stanialis. Anthony from Romanowce was listed as 23 years old in the 1839 marriage 
record, with an estimated birth year of 1816. 

The fact that two siblings, both unmarried, from Kompocie were living in Romanowce is highly suggestive that their mother was 
also living in Romanowce with or near them. Matthew Murzyn passed away prior to 1836, according to Catherine’s marriage 
record.  

Therefore, the most likely scenarios are: (1) Christina remarried; (2) Christina was from the Sejny parish and returned home or 
otherwise was living with relatives as a widow with young children; or (3) the two siblings voluntarily relocated to another parish 
seeking employment opportunities.  

The best estimate for Matthew Murzyn’s death is 1816-1836 in Kompocie. Christina would have been between 31 and 51, which 
suggests she probably remarried. Matthew’s age at the time of his death could have been about 32-52 years old.  
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Present-day Catholic Church in Puńsk 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 

 

Catholic Church in Puńsk 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Sejny 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 

  

 

Sejny Catholic Church 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Matthew Murzyn and Christina Stanialis 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Maryanna 

 

1809 Baptism of Maryanna Murzyn 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1809 Death of Maryanna Murzyn 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 

Adam and Martin Murzyn were the witnesses 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Christina 

 

1811 Baptism of Christina Murzyn  
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 

Martin Murzyn was a witness/godparent 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1812 Death of Christina Murzyn 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 

George (Jerzy) Murzyn was a witness 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Catherine 

 

1814 Baptism of Catherine Murzyn 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 

Vincent (Wincenty) and Adam Murzyn were witnesses/godparents 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1836 Marriage of Catherine Murzyn 
Sejny Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Anthony 

 

 

1816 Baptism of Anthony Murzyn 
Kompocie (Puńsk Parish) 

One of the witnesses/godparents was Martin Murzyn 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1839 Marriage of Anthony Murzyn 
Krasnopol Parish (Listed under Rudawka) 

 

1839 Marriage of Anthony Murzyn and Elizabeth Zawadzki 
Krasnopol Parish (Listed under Rudawka) 

Stanley Zawadzki was a witness 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

 

AI translation using Google Gemini 
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1881 Death of Anthony Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 

 

  
1881 Death of Anthony Murzyn 
Zubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

 

 

AI translation using Google Gemini 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Matthew Murzyn and Christina Stanialis are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. Their son Anthony Murzyn (3x-great-
grandfather) married Elizabeth Zawadzki in 1839 in Krasnopol. Their son Peter Murzyn (2x-great-grandfather) married  
Josephine Muracki in 1870 in Wigry. Their son Frank Murzyn (great-grandfather) married Rose Sidor in 1897 in Sejny. Their 
daughter Antoinette Murzynowicz (grandmother) was born in Chicago, IL in 1912. The Frank and Rose Murzyn family settled in 
Chicago, IL on a permanent basis in 1908. Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn arrived in Chicago in 1910. The family interchanged the 
surname between Murzynowicz and Marynowski through the 1940s. Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski married Roman 
Bykowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married 
Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the 
eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Podlaskie Voivodeship in northeastern Poland):  

• Kompocie is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Puńsk, within Sejny County 
• Puńsk is a village and seat of the Gmina Puńsk in the Sejny County. It is located only 5 km from the border with Lithuania. 
• Krasnopol is a village in Sejny County. It is the seat of the gmina called Gmina Krasnopol. 
• Sejny is a town in north-eastern Poland and the capital of Sejny County, close to the northern border with Lithuania and Belarus 
• Romanowce is near Klejwy, which is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Sejny, within Sejny County 
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