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Frank (Franciszek) and Rosalie (Rozalia) Nowakowski raised their family in Opatowice within the Radziejów Catholic Parish. 
Rosalie’s maiden name is unknown. The best estimate for Frank’s birth is 1722 and Rosalie is 1736. The locations of their birth 
are also unknown.  

Frank and Rosalie Nowakowski had at least four children. It is unknown whether they were all born in Opatowice and whether 
there were more children.  

Child      Birth    Notes 
   
Nicholas (Mikołaj)   1767    
Matthias (Maciej)     About 1768   Died in 1768 as an “infant” (baptism not found) 
John Cantius (Jan Kanty)   1770    Baptized as “Cantius”, but presumed to have been “John Cantius” 
Casimir (Kazimierz)   1773     Died in 1773 

Their son John Nowakowski married Bridget (Brygida) Mętlewicz in 1793 in Radziejów. They are Michael E. Byczek’s  
5x-great-grandparents. It is presumed, but not verified, that the 1770 baptism of “Cantius Nowakowski” was shorthand for  
“John Cantius Nowakowski”. The 1770 baptism listed above is for “Cantius”. It is possible that there was another son who was 
specifically named “John” and whose baptism record has not been found.  

John Nowakowski appears to have had a nephew Adalbert (Wojciech) Nowakowski who was born about 1785. The best candidate 
baptism record suggests that Adalbert was the son of Joseph and Hedwig Nowakowski. This would imply that Frank and Rosalie 
Nowakowski also had a son Joseph whose baptism record has not been found.  

Therefore, it is possible that Frank and Rosalie Nowakowski had at least one (Joseph) or two (Joseph and John) more children. 
Refer to the John Nowakowski and Bridget Mętlewicz Documentary for more information about the “Cantius” baptism record and 
representative documents for Joseph Nowakowski. 

Rosalie Nowakowski passed away in 1796 and Frank Nowakowski in 1802, both while living in Opatowice. There appears to 
have been only one Frank and Rosalie Nowakowski family in the entire Radziejów Parish during this period.  
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1796 Death of Rosalie Nowakowski (Rozalia Nowakowska) 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1802 Death of Frank Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Radziejów 

Wniebowzięcia Najświętszej Maryi Panny 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Frank and Rosalie Nowakowski 

Representative documents are shown below: 

Frank and Rosalie Nowakowski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 5 14



Nicholas 

 

1767 Baptism of Nicholas Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Matthias 

 

1768 Death of Matthias Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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John Cantius 

 

1770 Baptism of John Cantius Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

It is presumed, but not verified, that this baptism record for “Cantius” was actually “John Cantius”. 
This conclusion is based on Polish-Catholic naming traditions.  

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) that a baptism from 1770 with the name “Cantius” was most likely “John Cantius”. 
However, the conclusion that this particular baptism was actually “John Cantius” remains speculative. 
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1840 Death of John Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów)  
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Casimir 

 

1773 Baptism of Casimir Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1773 Death of Casimir Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Frank and Rosalie Nowakowski are Michael E. Byczek’s 6x-great-grandparents. Their son John Nowakowski (5x-great-
grandfather) married Bridget Mętlewicz in 1793 in Radziejów. Their son Vincent Nowakowski (4x-great-grandfather) married 
Hedwig Mordel in 1827, also in Radziejów. Their son John Nowakowski (3x-great-grandfather) married Catherine Kocinski in 
1857, also in Radziejów. Their daughter Victoria Nowakowski (2x-great-grandmother) married Joseph Piotrowski in 1876, also in 
Radziejów. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling 
in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three years old. The family 
lived in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus 
Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at  
St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the 
Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north central Poland: 

• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Opatowice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów within Radziejów County 
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