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John (Jan) Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski (Katarzyna Kocinska) were married in 1857 at the Catholic Church located in 
Radziejów.  

John was the son of Vincent (Wincenty) Nowakowski and Hedwig (Jadwiga) Mordel. He was born in 1838 in Stary Radziejów. At 
the time of his 1857 marriage, the Nowakowski family lived in Opatowice. Both locations are within Radziejów Parish 

Catherine was the daughter of Valentine (Walenty) Kocinski and Elizabeth (Elżbieta) Lasocki. She was born in 1839, also in Stary 
Radziejów, where the Kocinski family was living in 1857. Her father Valentine Kocinski held the status of “village head” of  
Stary Radziejów, at least between 1844 and 1845.  

John Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski had twelve known children, all born in Kolonia Opatowice: 

Child     Birth     Notes 

Victoria (Wiktoria)  1858   
Joseph (Józef)   1861     Died in 1863 
Frank (Franciszek)   1863 
Valentine (Walenty)  1866 
Ignatius (Ignacy)   1868         
Elizabeth (Elżbieta)  1870         
Antonia (Antonina)  1873         
Walter (Władysław)  1876     Died in 1895 
Andrew (Andrzej)   1878 
Anthony (Antoni)   1881     Died in 1883 
Vincent (Wincenty)  1884 
Anthony (Antoni)   About 1885    Died in 1886  

Their daughter Victoria Nowakowski married Joseph (Józef) Piotrowski in 1876, also at the Radziejów Church. They are  
Michael E. Byczek’s 2x-great-grandparents. 

There is uncertainty about their son Anthony’s name who died in 1886. The death record listed his age as one year old, but the 
baptism record has not been found. The latest verified baptism record was for Vincent who was born in 1884. It is possible that the 
1886 death record for Anthony actually refers to Vincent, whose baptism was recorded in 1884. However, the available records do 
not establish whether this was a mistaken name in the death record or a separate child whose baptism has not been found. 

The death records for John Nowakowski and Catherine (Kocinski) Nowakowski have not been found. They are believed to have 
died within Radziejów Parish. Their daughter Antonia died in 1914 in the nearby Połajewo Parish. The AI translation indicates 
that John and Catherine Nowakowski were still living as of 1914. If the translation is accurate, John would have been about 76 
and Catherine about 75. 
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1838 Baptism of John Nowakowski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1839 Baptism of Catherine Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

The godmother was Josephine Kocinski 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1857 Marriage of John Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Frank Kocinski, identified as the bride’s uncle, was a witness.  
However, he may also have been the groom’s uncle by marriage. 

John Nowakowski’s maternal aunt Marianna Mordel married Franciszek Kocyński. 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Radziejów 

Wniebowzięcia Najświętszej Maryi Panny 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 

John Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 6 48



Children of John Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Victoria 

 

1858 Baptism of Victoria Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Adalbert Mikolajczak was a witness 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1876 Marriage of Joseph Piotrowski and Victoria Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

It is unclear from this translation whether Joseph and Victoria had a prenuptial agreement because some details are missing. 

This translation suggests that there was an Indult from the local Bishop. 
It would appear that a dispensation was issued to skip two of the three banns. The reason is unclear. 
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Joseph 

 

1861 Baptism of Joseph Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

The witnesses were Adalbert Mikolajczak and Philip Gorzycki 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1863 Death of Joseph Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

One witness was Adalbert Mikolajczak 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Frank 

 

1863 Baptism of Frank Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Valentine 

 

1866 Baptism of Valentine Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

The godmother was Marianna Gardys. She was probably John Nowakowski’s paternal aunt. 
Marianna (Nowakowski) Gardys was married to Casimir Gardys. That name appears as a witness to other Nowakowski baptisms. 

John Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 18 48



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Ignatius 

 

1868 Baptism of Ignatius Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1901 Marriage of Ignatius Nowakowski and Catherine (Katarzyna) Kępska 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Elizabeth 

 

1870 Baptism of Elizabeth Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

The godfather was Andrew Kocinski 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1890 Marriage of Elizabeth Nowakowski and Michał Gutral 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Antonia 

 

1873 Baptism of Antonia Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

The witness and godfather was Philip Kocinski. The godmother was Hedwig Kocinski. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1894 Marriage of Antonia Nowakowski and Michael (Michał) Grabowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

The groom’s mother was Francisca Mikolajczak 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1914 Death of Antonia (Nowakowski) Grabowski 
Połajewek (Połajewo) 

John Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 32 48



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 

This translation indicates that John and Catherine Nowakowski were still living as of 1914 
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Walter 

 

1876 Baptism of Walter Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

One witness was Valentine Kocinski 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1895 Death of Walter Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Andrew 

 

1878 Baptism of Andrew Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Anthony 

 

1881 Baptism of Anthony Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1883 Death of Anthony Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Vincent 

 

1884 Baptism of Vincent Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

John Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 44 48



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Anthony 

 

1886 Death of Anthony Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Valentine Kocinski was a witness 
A baptism record with the name Anthony has not been found that matches this particular death record. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

John Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski are Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Victoria Nowakowski 
(2x-great-grandmother) married Joseph Piotrowski in 1876 in Radziejów. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) 
married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived  
in the United States when he was three years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago. Roman married 
Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter  
Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have 
two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in central Poland: 

• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Opatowice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów, within Radziejów County [Kolonia Opatowice is not 

visible on a current map] 
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