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John (Jan) Nowakowski and Bridget (Brygida) Mętlewicz raised their family in Opatowice within the Radziejów Catholic Parish.  

John was the son of Frank (Franciszek) and Rosalie (Rozalia) Nowakowski. His mother’s maiden name is unknown. The best 
candidate baptism record for John is from Opatowice in 1770. The baby’s name was Cantius (Kanty) Nowakowski. On the 
balance of probabilities, the baptism record was probably intended as “John Cantius” instead of just “Cantius” based on  
Polish-Catholic naming traditions. John, the subject of this documentary, is believed to have been born in Opatowice around 1768, 
but a birth record for “John” has not been found. Bridget’s parents and place of birth are unknown. It appears that she was about 
ten years younger than her husband, but analysis of records suggests that she may have been about five years younger than him.  

There are serious inconsistencies about Bridget’s maiden name that cannot be resolved at present. It is possible that two families 
with the same names lived in Opatowice or that John Nowakowski was married twice to women both named Bridget. Church 
records from this period did not always include useful genealogical information, such as maiden names or ages. The following 
facts support the conclusion that Bridget’s maiden name was Mętlewicz/Miętkiewicz, Gralik/Grzalek, or Szymon/Szymczak with 
a strong emphasis on Mętlewicz. It is possible that all three surnames actually referred to her family in ways that caused confusion  
(i.e. prior marriages, a step-father, or half-siblings). 

1. Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents were Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel. Their marriage record did not 
include Bridget’s maiden name (Vincent’s mother). The record for Vincent’s second marriage identified his mother as Bridget 
Miętkiewicz. A baptism record was found for a child named Vincent whose mother was Bridget Mętlewicz. The godfather was 
Bartholomew Mętlewicz. For this reason, Bridget’s maiden name, at least for genealogy purposes, was Mętlewicz. 

2. Twelve children have been identified with parents as John and Bridget Nowakowski from Opatowice. The sequential records 
(1795-1817), or estimated years of birth for those not found, supports the conclusion that these collective records are for a 
single family instead of two sets of parents with the same names in the same village. Unfortunately, Vincent’s baptism was the 
only known birth record where Bridget’s maiden name was included (Mętlewicz).  

3. The 1840 death record of John Nowakowski, Bridget’s husband, identified his widow as Bridget Gralik. Bridget’s death 
record did not include her maiden name. John and Bridget Nowakowski had a son John. His 1863 death record also identified 
the mother as Bridget Gralik. A witness to John’s death record, the son, was Adalbert Mikolajczak. Vincent Nowakowski’s 
mother-in-law was Margaret Mikolaj/Mikolajczak. Vincent and his wife Hedwig were associated with Adalbert Mikolajczak. 
The other witness was Casimir Gardys, who was Vincent Nowakowski’s son-in-law (the husband of John’s niece). 

4. The first known child born to John and Bridget was Sebastian in 1795. A marriage record was found for 1793 in Opatowice 
between John Nowak and Bridget Szymkowna. It appears that there was only one, possibly two, adults named John 
Nowakowski in the entire Radziejów Parish during this period. Furthermore, Bridget was a relatively rare first name for a 
woman. A witness to the marriage was Andrew Grzelak. Marianna Szymczakowa was the godmother at Sebastian’s baptism. 

5. Sebastian Nowakowski’s baptism record identified his mother as Gertrude, while the death record correctly used the name 
Bridget. There was a married woman named Gertrude Szymansczak who lived in Opatowice. Gertruda Dudynszwlonka and 
Marcin Szymansczak were married in 1784. Frank Nowakowski (probably John’s father and Bridget’s father-in-law) was the 
godfather to their son Philip in 1785. Andrew Grzelak was a witness to the marriage. 

6. Gregory Gralik was the godfather to Ignatius Nowakowski in 1801 and Lawrence Nowakowski in 1813. He was also a 
witness to the 1812 marriage of Marianna and 1820 marriage of John. Gregory Gralik married Petronela Miętkiewicz in 1798. 
John Nowakowski was a witness to the marriage and also Gregory’s death in 1840. The godparents for their son Matthew in 
1809 were John Nowakowski and Salomea Miętkiewicz. John Nowakowski was also godfather to Teofil in 1812. 

7. Frank Nowakowski, who was probably John’s father, was a witness to the marriage of Andrew Gralik/Grzelak and Marianna 
Chelmicka in 1782. He was also the godfather to their daughter Kunegunda in 1782. John Nowakowski was godfather to their 
son Stanley in 1793. 

8. Adalbert Nowakowski, identified as a cousin, was a witness to Marianna Nowakowski’s marriage in 1812. The best candidate 
baptism record suggests that Adalbert was the son of Joseph and Hedwig Nowakowski. Gertrude Szyczynska was the 
godmother to that Adalbert in 1785. There are also multiple cross-references involving Joseph and Hedwig’s other children. 
John Nowakowski and Agnes Miętkiewicz were the godparents for Stanley in 1799. Joseph Metlewicz was godfather to 
Victoria in 1790. Marianna Grzelak was the godmother to Marciana in 1796. Andrew Grzelak was godfather to Frank in 1780. 
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The numerous cross-references between the Nowak/Nowakowski, Mętlewicz/Miętkiewicz, Szymon/Szymczak/Szymkowna, and  
Gralik/Grzelak families in Opatowice support the conclusion that the 1793 marriage record is probably correct for John and 
Bridget Nowakowski. There are a few records in Opatowice with the name “John Nowak” instead of “John Nowakowski”.  

The “Nowak” scenario raises another uncertainty that cannot be resolved at present. There appears to have been only one John and 
Bridget Nowakowski family in the entire Radziejów Parish. However, transcribed indexes reveal that there was a John and Bridget 
Nowak who had a daughter Apolonia in the nearby Catholic Parish of Bronislaw. She was born in 1813 and died in 1814. The 
original records are not available online in digital format for review. The maiden name of this particular Bridget Nowak is 
unknown. It is unclear whether John and Bridget Nowakowski from Opatowice temporarily relocated to another parish. It is also 
possible, but speculative, that there were two families with the same names in Opatowice and one of those families temporarily 
relocated to Bronislaw. It is possible that these two families were “John and Bridget Nowakowski” and “John and Bridget 
Nowak”. There was also a John and Catherine Nowak family in the Radziejów Parish with one known child born in 1777. 
However, they were not from Opatowice and this particular baptism took place almost 20 years prior to Sebastian’s birth in 1795. 

Vincent’s baptism in 1808 recorded his father John’s estimated year of birth as 1768 and Bridget’s as 1778 (derived from an  
AI translation). This baptism is probably the most accurate estimate, since it was the earliest known document that included their 
ages. The estimate of 1768 is further circumstantial evidence that the 1770 baptism for “Cantius” was actually “John Cantius” 
because it was just two years apart. Bridget appears to have been about ten years younger than John. That would suggest she was 
born about 1780. However, if the 1793 marriage record is correct, she would have been only 13 years old. Such an age would 
require unquestionable verified proof. Therefore, a more reasonable estimated year of birth for Bridget is about 1775. This would 
mean she was about 18 years old at the time of the 1793 marriage. This suggests that Bridget was about five years younger than 
her husband, not ten. A baptism record was found for a girl named Bridget without a surname who was born in 1774 in 
Opatowice. This representative baptism is only included as an example of difficulties with older records that did not include useful 
genealogical information. However, the record is a very close match to the estimated year of birth for Bridget in 1775. 

John and Bridget Nowakowski appear to have had at least twelve children. They were all apparently born in Opatowice, even 
though not all of the baptism records have been found. 

Child     Birth     Notes 

Sebastian    1795     Died in 1795 
Marianna    About 1796    Possible baptism found, but not verified 
Luke (Łukasz)   1798 
Catherine (Katarzyna)  About 1801    Baptism not found 
Ignatius (Ignacy)   1801     Died in 1801 
John (Jan)    1802 
Martin (Marcin)   1804 
Vincent (Wincenty)  1808 
Stillborn daughter   1812     Stillborn 
Lawrence (Wawrzyniec)  1813     Died in 1813 (Both baptism and death records used “Nowak”) 
Thecla (Tekla)   1814 
Francisca (Franciszka)  1817     Died in 1833 

Their son Vincent Nowakowski married Hedwig (Jadwiga) Mordel in 1827, also at the Radziejów Church. They are  
Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents.  

John Nowakowski passed away in 1840 while living in Opatowice. Bridget Nowakowski passed away in 1842, also in Opatowice. 
Their death records provided an estimated year of birth for John as 1763 and for Bridget as 1776. These ages are probably an  
unreliable estimation. 
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1770 Baptism of Cantius Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) that a baptism from 1770 with the name “Cantius” most likely was “John Cantius” 
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1793 Marriage of John Nowak and Bridget Symkowski/Szymkowna 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1840 Death of John Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów)  
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1842 Death of Bridget Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Version I 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
Version I 
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1842 Death of Bridget Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Version II 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
Version II 
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AI-assisted analysis (Google Gemini) of why the location of Suliecin may have been referenced in Bridget’s death record 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Radziejów 

Wniebowzięcia Najświętszej Maryi Panny 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of John Nowakowski and Bridget Mętlewicz 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Marianna 

 

1796 Baptism of a baby named Marianna with an illegible surname 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

The parents were John and Bridget from Opatowice.  

This is the only known baptism record in the entire Radziejów Parish with parents named John and Bridget 
with a surname other than Nowakowski.  

A baptism has not been found for a child named Marianna Nowakowski,  
even though her marriage record in 1812 indicated that proof was provided that she was born in the Radziejów Parish. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1812 Marriage of Marianna Nowakowski and Kacper Potrzebowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Short version 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1812 Marriage of Marianna Nowakowski and Kacper Potrzebowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Long version - Part 1/2 
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1812 Marriage of Marianna Nowakowski and Kacper Potrzebowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Long version - Part 2/2 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
Long Version 
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Sebastian 

 

1795 baptism of Sebastian Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Parents were recorded as John and Gertrude Nowakowski 
Sebastian and John are rare first names for Nowakowski families during this period in the Radziejów Parish 

It is presumed that the mother was Bridget, not Gertrude. 
Sebastian’s death record used the name of Bridget for the mother 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1795 Death of Sebastian Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Luke 

 

1798 Baptism of Luke Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów Parish) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Ignatius 

 

1801 Baptism of Ignatius Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1801 Death of Ignatius Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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John 

 

1802 Baptism of John Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1820 Marriage of John Nowakowski and Kunegunda Marciniak 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Part 1/2 
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Part 2/2 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1863 Death of John Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Martin 

 

1804 Baptism of Martin Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Vincent 

 

1808 Baptism of Vincent Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Short Version 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1808 Baptism of Vincent Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Long Version 

One of the witnesses was Bartholomew Metkiewicz 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1827 Marriage of Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1865 Marriage of Vincent Nowakowski and Kunegunda Petyk 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

John Nowakowski and Bridget Mętlewicz - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 37 92



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1881 Death of Vincent Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

 

 

AI translation (ChatGPT) 
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AI translation (Grok) 
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Catherine 

 

1826 Marriage of Catherine Nowakowski and Jan Jozwiak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Part 1/3 
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1826 Marriage of Catherine Nowakowski and Jan Jozwiak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Part 2/3 
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1826 Marriage of Catherine Nowakowski and Jan Jozwiak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Part 3/3 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Baby 

 

1812 birth record of a female baby that was crossed out 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Lawrence 

 

1813 Baptism of Lawrence Nowak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

The family surname was written as “Nowak” compared to the other baptisms with the full spelling of “Nowakowski” 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1813 Death of Lawrence Nowak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Thecla 

 

 

1814 Baptism of Thecla Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1835 Marriage of Thecla Nowakowski and Wojciech Bącal 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

John Nowakowski and Bridget Mętlewicz - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 51 92



 

AI Translation (Google Gemini) 
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1883 Death of Thecla (Nowakowski) Bącal 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Francisca 

 

1817 Baptism of Francisca Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1833 Death of Francisca Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Vincent Nowakowski was a witness 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Possible Baptism of Bridget Mętlewicz 

 

1774 Baptism of a baby named Bridget without a surname 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

This baptism record is only included as a representative example of documents that did not include useful information. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Uncertainties in the Bronislaw Parish 

It is possible that there were two John and Bridget Nowakowski families in and near the Radziejów Catholic Parish. A set of 
baptism and death records from the nearby Bronislaw Parish are a singular outlier when compared to Opatowice in Radziejów. 
These particular records used the “Nowak” surname.  

See the birth and death records for Lawrence, shown above, from 1813 that also used the names of John and Bridget Nowak from 
Opatowice.  

The original records from Bronislaw have not been obtained.  
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Transcribed index of the 1813 Baptism of Apolonia Nowak 
Parents were listed as John and Bridget Nowak 

(Bronislaw Parish) 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 

John Nowakowski and Bridget Mętlewicz - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 61 92



 

Transcribed index of the 1814 Death of Apolonia Nowak 
Parents were listed as John and Bridget Nowak 

(Bronislaw Parish) 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 
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Bronislaw is shown with the dotted red boundaries (top center) 
Radziejów is located in the bottom center of the image 

Opatowice is below and to the right of Radziejów (not shown) 
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Joseph Nowakowski from Opatowice 

It appears that John Nowakowski, husband of Bridget Mętlewicz, had a nephew named Adalbert Nowakowski who was born 
about 1785. It appears that there was only one Adalbert Nowakowski who was the correct age. This particular Adalbert was born 
in Opatowice in 1785. His parents were Joseph and Jadwiga Nowakowski. It is reasonable to conclude, but speculative, that John 
and Joseph were brothers.  

Representative documents for the Joseph and Jadwiga Nowakowski family are shown below.  
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Frank 

 

1780 Baptism of Frank (Franciszek) Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Antonia 

 

1782 Baptism of Antonia (Antonina) Nowakowski 
Obory (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marciana 

 

1784 Baptism of Marciana (Marcjanna) Nowakowski 
Obory (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Adalbert 

 

1785 Baptism of Adalbert (Wojciech) Nowakowski 
Obory (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1826 Marriage of Adalbert Nowakowski and Marianna Kruczyńska 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Victoria 

 

1790 Baptism of Victoria (Wiktoria) Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marciana  

 

1796 Baptism of Marciana (Marcjanna) Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Stanley 

 

1799 Baptism of Stanley (Stanislaw) Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Gregory Gralik in Opatowice 

It is reasonable to conclude that Gregory Gralik was related to Bridget (Mętlewicz) Nowakowski due to his numerous appearances 
as a godfather and witness to Nowakowski family events.  

 

1798 Marriage of Gregory Gralik and Petronela Miętkiewicz  
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

John Nowakowski was a witness 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1840 Death of Gregory Gralik 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marciana 

 

1787 Baptism of Marcjanna Grzelak 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Parents were Gregory and Agatha 
This implies that Gregory was married more than once, but this has not been verified.  

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Matthew 

 

1809 Baptism of Mateusz Gralik  
Czolowek (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Teofila 

  

 

1812 Baptism of Teofila Gralik  
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Andrew Gralik/Grzelak 

It is reasonable to conclude that Andrew Gralik/Grzelak was related to Bridget (Mętlewicz) Nowakowski due to his numerous 
appearances as a godfather and witness to Nowakowski family events. 

 

1782 Marriage of Andrew Gralik/Grzelak and Marianna Chelmicka 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1821 Death of Andrew Gralik/Grzelak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Kunegunda 

 

1782 Baptism of Kunegunda Gralik/Grzelak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Jacob 

 

1784 Baptism of Jakub Gralik/Grzelak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Petronela 

 

1787 Baptism of Petronela Gralik/Grzelak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Stanley 

 

1793 Baptism of Stanislaw Gralik/Grzelak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Martin 

 

1796 Baptism of Marcin Gralik/Grzelak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Theodore 

 

1801 Baptism of Teodor Gralik/Grzelak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 

This translation shows that Andrew Grzelak was the village magistrate, which probably refers to Opatowice 
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Gertrude Szymansczak 

Bridget (Mętlewicz) Nowakowski was mistakenly identified as Gertrude Nowakowski at least once. A married woman named 
Gertrude Szymansczak lived in Opatowice. That name appears more than once in church records that are associated with the 
Nowakowski family.  

 

1784 Marriage of Gertruda Dudynszwlonka and Marcin Szymansczak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Philip 

 

1785 Baptism of Filip Szymansczak 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

John Nowakowski and Bridget Mętlewicz are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their son Vincent Nowakowski  
(4x-great-grandfather) married Hedwig Mordel in 1827 in Radziejów. Their son John Nowakowski (3x-great-grandfather) married 
Catherine Kocinski in 1857, also in Radziejów. Their daughter Victoria Nowakowski (2x-great-grandmother) married Joseph 
Piotrowski in 1876, also in Radziejów. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski in  
1907 in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he 
was three years old. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park 
neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and 
Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north central Poland: 

• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Opatowice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów, within Radziejów County 
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