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John and Bridget Nowakowski raised their family in Opatowice within the Radziejow Catholic parish.  

There is uncertainty about Bridget’s maiden name: 

1. There is a marriage from Radziejow in 1793 between Jan Nowak and Brygida Szymkowna. The marriage is listed under 
Opatowice. This is the best candidate for their marriage, but that surname does not appear in any other document. It is possible 
that Bridget was a widow (Szymkowna/Szymkowski was her married name), or that these are two different families. 

2. Their son Vincent’s baptism record in 1808 listed his mother’s maiden name as Mętlewicz. Given the time period of baptism 
records for Radziejow, this may have been the first baptism where the mother’s maiden name was identified. The witness and 
godfather for Vincent had the same surname. 

3. John Nowakowski’s death record appears to list a surname similar to Gralikwicz. However, this surname does not appear in 
any other document.  

Vincent Nowakowski is verified to have been the son of John and Bridget Nowakowski (without a maiden name listed) from 
Opatowice and was born about 1808. 

Therefore, based on balance of probabilities, Bridget’s maiden name was Mętlewicz pending further review of documents for the 
Radziejow parish. 

It’s possible that John Nowakowski’s surname may have been Nowak in earlier times, but the 1793 marriage would be one of the 
only documents that did not use Nowakowski.  

Based on Vincent’s baptism record in 1808, it would appear that John was born around 1768 and Bridget in 1778. These numbers 
are close to their death records. The best candidate death record for John shows an estimated birth of 1763 and Bridget as 1776.  

It appears, from the presumed death record of John Nowakowski, that his parents were Frank and Rosalie Nowakowski. Rosalie’s 
maiden name was not listed.  

John and Bridget Nowakowski had at least seven children, all born in Opatowice (Radziejow parish): 

Child     Birth    

Luke Nowakowski   1798 
Ignatius Nowakowski  1801 
John Nowakowski   1802 
Martin Nowakowski  1804 
Vincent Nowakowski  1808 
Thecla Nowakowski  1814 
Francisca Nowakowski  1817 

Their son Vincent Nowakowski married Hedwig Mordel in 1827 at the Radziejow church. They are Michael E. Byczek’s  
4x-great-grandparents. 

The best candidate death records for John Nowakowski is 1840 and Bridget in 1842. Both were living in Opatowice (Radziejow 
parish).  
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1793 Marriage of John Nowak and Bridget Symkowski 
Radziejow Parish 
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1840 Death for John Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish)  
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(the translation is not 100% word-for-word accurate) 
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1842 Death for Bridget Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 

Version I 
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1842 Death for Bridget Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 

Version II 
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Children of John and Bridget Nowakowski 

Representative documents are included below. 
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1798 Baptism of Luke Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 
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1801 Baptism of Ignatius Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 
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1802 Baptism of John Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 

John Nowakowski and Bridget Mętlewicz - Michael E. Byczek (2nd Ed) Page  of 11 18



 

1804 Baptism of Martin Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 
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1808 Baptism of Vincent Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 

Version I 

Note: It is unclear why there are two sets of godparents, unless one of the ledger entries was an error. 
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1808 Baptism of Vincent Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 

Version II 
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1814 Baptism of Thecla Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 
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1817 Baptism of Francisca Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejow Parish) 
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Additional Information 

John Nowakowski and Bridget Mętlewicz are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their son Vincent Nowakowski (4x-
great-grandfather) married Hedwig Mordel in 1827 in Radziejow. Their son John Nowakowski (3x-great-grandfather) married 
Catherine Kocinski in 1857 in Radziejow. Their daughter Victoria Nowakowski (2x-great-grandmother) married Joseph 
Piotrowski in 1876 in Radziejow. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 in 
Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three 
years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 
1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married  
Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children, Michael E. Byczek  
(the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in central Poland: 

• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Opatowice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów, within Radziejów County 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Nowakowski family through Catholic church records in Poland for 
over the past ten or more years with direct messages to diocese archives and access to digitized microfilm. He has gathered an 
extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy for John Nowakowski and 
Bridget Mętlewicz. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
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