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Vincent (Wincenty) Nowakowski and Hedwig (Jadwiga) Mordel were married in 1827 at the Catholic Church located in 
Radziejów.  

Vincent was the son of John (Jan) Nowakowski and Bridget (Brygida) Mętlewicz. He was born in 1808 in Opatowice, within 
Radziejów Parish. The Nowakowski family was living there when he married Hedwig in 1827. Bridget’s surname, Mętlewicz, 
also appears with phonetic variations. Hedwig’s parents were Joseph (Józef) Mordel and Margaret (Małgorzata) Mikolaj/
Mikolajczak. She was born in 1807 in Bodzanowo within the Byczyna Parish. The Mordel family was living in Radziejów in 
1827. Their family surname was spelled several different ways, but “Mordel” is used for genealogy purposes. 

Vincent and Hedwig Nowakowski had ten known children, all born within the Radziejów Parish: 

Child     Birth  Location                             Notes 

Catherine (Katarzyna)  1828  Opatowice                             Died in 1832 
Francisca (Franciszka)  1830  Opatowice  
John (Jan)    1833  Opatowice                              Died in 1834 
Marianna    1834  Kolonia Radziejów 
John (Jan)     1838  Stary Radziejów              
Marciana (Marcjanna)  1840  Stary Radziejów 
Anastasia (Anastazja)  1843  Opatowice                              Died in 1846 
Victoria (Wiktoria)  1845  Opatowice                              Died in 1847 
Catherine (Katarzyna)  1848  Kolonia Opatowice                            Died in 1851 
Rosalie (Rozalia)   1850  Kolonia Opatowice                            Died in 1856 

Their son John Nowakowski married Catherine Kocinski (Katarzyna Kocinska) in 1857, also at the church in Radziejów. They are 
Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandparents. Catherine Kocinski’s father was Valentine (Walenty) Kocinski. That name appears 
multiple times in the church records for the Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel family. This suggests that the two families 
had a connection prior to the 1857 marriage of John and Catherine. Valentine Kocinski had served as the “village head” of  
Stary Radziejów at least between 1844 and 1845. 

Vincent and Hedwig Nowakowski’s daughter Marianna married Casimir (Kazimierz) Gardys in 1853. The record indicates that 
Casimir acquired exclusive possession of the Nowakowski farm through an oral agreement at the time of the wedding. Church 
records show a close relationship (i.e. godparents) between the Casimir Gardys and Marianna Nowakowski and John Nowakowski 
and Catherine Kocinski families.  

Hedwig (Mordel) Nowakowski passed away in 1864 while living in Opatowice. 

Vincent Nowakowski remarried in 1865 to Kunegunda Petyk in Radziejów. She was the widow of Stanley (Stanislaw) Piotrzak, 
who passed away in 1859. Kunegunda was born in 1810 in the Byczyna Parish. She married Stanley Piotrzak in 1824. The 
marriage record listed her age as 17, but the baptism appears to be correct. They had several children. The 1865 marriage record 
listed Vincent Nowakowski as 56 years old and Kunegunda as 50. It is unlikely that they had any children together given the ages.  

Vincent Nowakowski passed away in 1881 while living in Kolonia Opatowice. Kunegunda (Petyk) Nowakowski passed away 
shortly after, also in 1881, while living in the Byczyna Parish. There are uncertainties about Vincent's 1881 death record, written in 
Russian. Three different AI models transcribed the same death record with different results. Gemini interpreted the wife’s name as 
Kunegunda. ChatGPT determined the widow’s name was Constance and Grok concluded the name was Josephine. All three 
models showed consensus that the witnesses were John Nowakowski and Joseph Molenda. Vincent Nowakowski had a son John 
who had a close relationship with Joseph Molenda. There appears to have only been one Vincent Nowakowski in the entire parish 
who was about the right age during this period. On the balance of probabilities, this is the correct death record.  

Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 1 65



 

1808 Baptism of Vincent Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Short Version 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1808 Baptism of Vincent Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Long Version 

One of the witnesses was Bartholomew Metkiewicz 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 4 65



 

1807 Baptism of Hedwig Mordel 
Bodzanowo (Byczyna) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1827 Marriage of Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1864 Death of Hedwig (Mordel) Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 9 65



 

1881 Death of Vincent Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

 

 

AI translation (ChatGPT) 
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AI translation (Grok) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Radziejów 

Wniebowzięcia Najświętszej Maryi Panny 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Byczyna 

Świętej Jadwigi Śląskiej 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Catherine 

 

1828 Baptism of Catherine Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1832 Death of Catherine Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Francisca 

 

 

1830 Baptism of Francisca Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Paul Mordel was a witness and godfather. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1851 Marriage of Franciszka Nowakowski and Marcin Sobieraj 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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John 

 

1833 Baptism of John Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1834 Death of John Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna 

 

1834 Baptism of Marianna Nowakowski 
Kolonia Radziejów (Radziejów) 

The godmother was Thecla Nowakowski. 
The witness was John Nowakowski. While unconfirmed, he was old enough to be the baby’s grandfather. 
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1853 Marriage of Marianna Nowakowski and Kazimierz Gardys 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

One witness was Frank Kocinski. 
Casimir Gardys agreed to acquire exclusive possession of the Nowakowski family farm 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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John 

 

1838 Baptism of John Nowakowski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1857 Marriage of John Nowakowski and Catherine Kocinski 
Stary Radziejów (Radziejów) 

Frank Kocinski, identified as the bride’s uncle, was a witness 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marciana 

 

1840 Baptism of Marciana Nowakowski 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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1862 Marriage of Marianna Nowakowski and Józef Kopaczewski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

One of the witnesses was Valentine Kocinski 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1894 Death of Marciana (Nowakowski) Kopaczewski 
Radziejów (Radziejów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Anastasia 

 

 Baptism of Anastasia Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

The baptism record for Anastasia identified the mother as Agnes Motylak. 
However, the death record showed the name Hedwig. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1846 Death of Anastasia Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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Victoria 

 

1845 Baptism of Victoria Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Valentine Kocinski was a witness and godfather 
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1847 Death of Victoria Nowakowski 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Adalbert Mikolajczak was a witness 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Catherine 

 

1851 Death of Catherine Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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Rosalie 

 

 

1850 Baptism of Rosalie Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Frank Kocinski was the godfather 
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1856 Death of Rosalie Nowakowski 
Kolonia Opatowice (Radziejów) 

Adalbert Mikolajczak was a witness 
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Vincent Nowakowski’s 2nd Marriage 

 

1865 Marriage of Vincent Nowakowski and Kunegunda Petyk 
Opatowice (Radziejów) 
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1810 Baptism of Kunegunda Petyk 
Byczyna (Byczyna) 

This appears to be the correct baptism record. 
However, this would mean that she was 14 years old, not 17, when she was married in 1824. 
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1881 Death of Kunegunda (Petyk) Nowakowski 
Byczyna (Byczyna) 
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1824 Marriage of Stanley Piotrzak and Kunegunda Petyk 
Byczyna (Byczyna) 

(part 1/2) 
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1824 Marriage of Stanley Piotrzak and Kunegunda Petyk 
Byczyna (Byczyna) 

(part 2/2) 

Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 63 65



.      

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Vincent Nowakowski and Hedwig Mordel are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. Their son John Nowakowski (3x-great-
grandfather) married Catherine Kocinski in 1857 in Radziejów. Their daughter Victoria Nowakowski (2x-great-grandmother) 
married Joseph Piotrowski in 1876 in Radziejów. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) married Joseph 
Bykowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United 
States when he was three years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago. Roman married Antoinette 
Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski 
(mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children.  
Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in central Poland: 

• Radziejów is a town and capital of Radziejów County 
• Stary Radziejów is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów within Radziejów County [Kolonia Radziejów is 

not visible on a current map] 
• Opatowice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Radziejów within Radziejów County [Kolonia Opatowice is not 

visible on a current map] 
• Bodzanowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre within Radziejów County 
• Byczyna is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre within Radziejów County 
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