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Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents were Paul (Paweł) Zaparucha and Bridget Orlowski (Brygida Orlowska) who were 
married in 1825 at the Catholic Church located in Dąbie Kujawski. They raised their family in Kąkowa Wola within the parish. 
Bridget was born about 1797 and her parents were Paul (Paweł) and Ursula (Urszula) Orlowski. Ursula’s maiden name was not 
written in any known document pertaining to her daughter Bridget. Her most likely maiden name was Dennicki. 

The Orlowski surname is relatively rare in the Dąbie Kujawski Parish. It appears that there was only one Paul Orlowski who lived 
in the parish during this period. All references to the wife of Paul Orlowski in the parish corroborate that her name was Ursula.  
Online access to digitized church records for Dąbie Kujawski start with the year 1808. Therefore, it is not possible to reconstruct 
the entire Orlowski family until more records are available for review.  

There are only two known and verified documents that listed Ursula’s maiden name. Some documents for her children only 
identified the father as Paul Orlowski without any mention of the mother’s name. Multiple records omitted her maiden name. 

Paul Orlowski passed away in Kąkowa Wola in 1826. The death record identified his wife as Ursula Kopec. Neither witness 
appears to have been a family member, so the source of the Kopec surname is uncertain. It is possible that the name was reported 
incorrectly. Ursula’s death record has not been found. A marriage record for one of their daughters in 1808 identified the parents as 
Paul Orlowski and Ursula Danicka. Between these two possible maiden names, “Danicka” is more likely to be correct because the 
bride’s mother would have been present and the marriage record was most likely prepared with assistance from the family.  

An indexed marriage record for Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki was found in the nearby Bronislaw Parish in 1784. The 
Orlowski surname was also relatively rare in that parish. Online access to digitized church records for Bronislaw is not available 
for this period for complete review. There were multiple Dennicki families in the parish. “Danicki” or “Danicka” is probably a 
phonetic variation of “Dennicki” or “Dennicka”. This particular Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki had several children who 
were born in the Bronislaw Parish. The names and ages are a near perfect match to the known children of Paul and Ursula 
Orlowski who lived in the Dąbie Kujawski Parish. The “Bronislaw” Orlowski family appears to have vanished from the church 
records at the same time that the “Dąbie Kujawski” family began to appear in that location. This would suggest that the records 
pertain to a single family who relocated from the Bronislaw Parish to the Dąbie Kujawski Parish around 1794.  

There is an indexed baptism record for Ursula Dennicki in the Bronislaw Parish for 1762. If this is the correct baptism record, 
Ursula would have been 22 when she was married in 1784. This is a reasonable age, but it is unknown whether it is the correct 
record for Bridget (Orlowski) Zaparucha’s mother. The “Dennicki” surname has multiple phonetic variations, such as Danicki, 
Danicka, Dennicka, and Daniecki. The spelling of “Dennicki” is accurate for genealogical purposes because that is the spelling for 
most records from the Bronislaw Parish. 

Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki had at least seven children, but none of the actual baptism records have been obtained: 

Child   Birth    Notes 

Hedwig (Jadwiga) 1784 - Bronislaw Parish 
Margaret (Małgorzata) 1786 - Bronislaw Parish 
Catherine (Katarzyna) 1789 - Bronislaw Parish  Marriage record referred to a baptism extract, but not a parish name 
Marianna  1791 - Bronislaw Parish  Died in 1791 (Bronislaw Parish) 
Marianna   1794 - Dąbie Kujawski Parish Marriage record referred to a baptism extract from Dąbie Kujawski 
Bridget (Brygida) About 1797 - Kąkowa Wola Marriage record referred to a baptism extract from Dąbie Kujawski 
Frank (Franciszek) About 1802   Died in 1820 (Dąbie Kujawski) 

Their daughter Bridget Orlowski married Paul Zaparucha in 1825 at the church in Dąbie Kujawski. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 
4x-great-grandparents. 
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Transcribed index of a 1784 marriage between Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki 
Bronislaw Parish 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 

Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 2 31



 

Transcribed index of a 1762 baptism record of Ursula Dennicki 
Bronislaw Parish 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 
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1826 Death record of Paul Orlowski 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 

His wife’s name is listed as Ursula with a maiden name similar to Kopeinska 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Bronislaw is shown near the upper left corner with the red outline 
Kąkowa Wola is near the lower right corner 

Dąbie Kujawski is below and to the left of Kąkowa Wola 

Source: Google Maps 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Bronislaw 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Dąbie Kujawskie 

Świętej Trójcy 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Hedwig 

 

Transcribed index of a 1784 baptism record of Hedwig Orlowski 
Bronislaw Parish 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 

No reference to Hedwig Orlowski has been found in the Dąbie Kujawski records that have been reviewed. 
It is possible that her death record has not been found or indexed. 
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Margaret 

 

Transcribed index of a 1786 baptism of Margaret Orlowski 
Bronislaw Parish 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 

The Paul and Ursula Orlowski family from the Dąbie Kujawski Parish had a daughter Margaret. 
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1809 Baptism of Lucy (Łucja) Błasiak 
Daughter of John (Jan) Blasiak and Margaret Orlowski 

Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 

Margaret Orlowski was listed as 22 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1787.  
The baptism of an unverified Margaret Orlowski from the Bronislaw Parish was from 1786. 

See Marianna Orlowski’s marriage record which identified John Blasiak as her brother-in-law 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1846 Death of Margaret Blasiak 
Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 15 31



Catherine 

 

Transcribed index of a 1789 baptism of Catherine Orlowski 
Bronislaw Parish 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 

The Paul and Ursula Orlowski family from the Dąbie Kujawski Parish had a daughter Catherine. 
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1808 Marriage record of Catherine Orlowski and Gregory (Grzegorz) Grabski 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 

Parents are listed as Paul Orlowski and Ursula Danicka 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Gemini presumed that the baptism extract was from the Dąbie Kujawski Parish, but the parish name was not explicitly written. 
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Marianna 

 

Transcribed index of a 1791 baptism record for Marianna Orlowski 
Bronislaw Parish 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 

The Paul and Ursula Orlowski family from the Dąbie Kujawski Parish had a daughter Marianna. 
This particular Marianna Orlowski passed away as an infant.  

A second baptism for a daughter Marianna has not been found.  
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Transcribed index of a 1791 death record of Marianna Orlowski 
This is presumed to be the correct death record 

Bronislaw Parish 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 

Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 20 31



Marianna 

 

1813 Marriage record of Marianna Orlowski and Matthias (Maciej) Krzewiniak/Krzewina 
Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 

Marianna’s mother was not identified. 
A witness John Blasiak was identified as the bride’s brother-in-law 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Frank 

 

1820 Death of Frank Orlowski 
Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 

Lived in Wola (unclear whether the same as Kąkowa Wola) 
Parents listed as Paul and Ursula, without a maiden name 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Bridget 

 

 

1816 Marriage of Simon Smyk and Bridget Orlowski 
Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 

Parents are listed as Paul and Ursula Orlowski without a maiden name 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 26 31



 

1825 Marriage of Paul Zaparucha and Bridget (Orlowski) Smykowski 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 

The bride’s father was Paul Orlowski. Her mother was not identified. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 28 31



 

1880 Death record of Bridget (Orlowski) Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Paul Orlowski and Ursula Dennicki are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Bridget Orlowski (4x-great-
grandmother) married Paul Zaparucha in 1825 in Dąbie Kujawski. Their daughter Marciana Zaparucha (3x-great-grandmother) 
married Ignatius Piotrowski in 1845 in Dąbie Kujawski. Their son Joseph Piotrowski (2x-great-grandfather) married Victoria 
Nowakowski in 1876 in Radziejow. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski in 1907  
in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was 
three years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at 
St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek 
in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born 
in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north-central Poland: 

• Kąkowa Wola is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski within Włocławek County 
• Dąbie Kujawskie is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Lubraniec within Włocławek County 
• Bronisław is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Dobre within Radziejów County 
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