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Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents were Adalbert (Wojciech) Malek and Agnes (Agnieszka) Pawełkiewicz who were 
married at the Brdów Catholic Church in 1813. The parents of Agnes were not identified in any known record. There is a gap of 
online access to digitized baptism records from between about 1740 and 1808, which is when Agnes and her siblings were born.  

On the balance of probabilities, Agnes Pawełkiewicz was the daughter of Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki (Jadwiga 
Kostecka). This conclusion is based on cross-references between multiple Pawełkiewicz families to reconstruct the relationship of 
brothers and sisters. However, the same church records that support this conclusion also introduce uncertainties that prevent exact 
verification.  

Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki were married in 1769 at the Brdów Church. The wedding was listed for the village 
of Psary.  

The following observations are crucial to analysis of the Pawełkiewicz families in the Brdów Parish:  

1. Agnes Pawełkiewicz had a son Thomas Gradomski. His marriage record from 1853 identified his mother as “Agnes Romal”. 
That surname is extremely unusual. Analysis of the “Romal” surname suggests that it was an interpretation of the first name 
“Romuald”. Therefore, the otherwise unexplained use of “Romal” instead of “Pawełkiewicz” may be significant. If “Romal” 
was an attempt to identify Agnes through her father’s first name, it could provide an important clue that her father was 
Romuald Pawełkiewicz. 

2. There was a Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki family who lived in the village of Brdów. This is where Agnes 
Pawełkiewicz lived when she got married in 1799. Romuald is a very rare first name in the entire Parish.  

3. The marriage record for Jacob Gradomski, another son, identified the witness John Pawełkiewicz as his maternal uncle. 
Romuald Pawełkiewicz is documented as having had a son named John. 

4. The 1812 death record for Ignatius Pawełkiewicz expressly identified him as the son of Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig 
Kostecki. Furthermore, the two witnesses were his brother John Pawełkiewicz and brother-in-law Frank Kolasinski. 

5. There was a John Pawełkiewicz and Margaret Zawadzka family in the Brdów Parish. Frank Kolasinski was expressly 
identified as this particular John Pawełkiewicz’s brother-in-law.  

6. Agnes Pawełkiewicz was married twice. Her first husband was Jasper Gradomski and second was Adalbert Malek. Jasper 
Gradomski was a witness to the marriage of John Pawełkiewicz and Margaret Zawadzka. Adalbert Malek was the godfather to 
one of their children. Lucy Pawełkiewicz, daughter of John and Margaret, asked Stanley Bykowski to serve as godfather to 
one of her children. Stanley Bykowski was Agnes (Pawełkiewicz) Małek’s son-in-law.  

7. Frank Kolasinski’s wife was Bridget Pawełkiewicz. Jasper Gradomski was a witness for Bridget’s death record and was 
identified as her brother-in-law. He was also godfather to one of their children. 

8. Frank Kolasinski was the godfather to Agnes Pawełkiewicz’s daughter Margaret Gradomski in 1812.  

Despite the substantial body of documentation that supports a connection between Agnes (Pawełkiewicz) Malek and the Romuald 
Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki family, there are two important documents that apparently contradict this conclusion.  

1. When Romuald Pawełkiewicz passed away in 1807, his death record expressly identified his children as John, Ignatius, and 
Rosalie. Agnes and Bridget were not mentioned as daughters. There are three reasonable explanations: (1) there were 
additional children who were mistakenly omitted from the death record; (2) Agnes and Bridget were specifically omitted 
because they were married women; or (3) Agnes and Bridget were not his daughters. One possible explanation is that married 
daughters were omitted from the list of children in this type of death record. 

2. The death record for Hedwig Pawełkiewicz in 1812 was a consecutive entry alongside Bridget (Pawełkiewicz) Kolasinski. 
Both deaths occurred in the same year as Ignatius Pawełkiewicz. The two witnesses for Hedwig’s death record were John 
Pawełkiewicz and Frank Kolasinski. However, both witnesses were identified as Hedwig’s son-in-laws. Furthermore, 
Hedwig’s deceased husband was identified as John Pawełkiewicz, not Romuald. The consecutive death records, together with 
Frank Kolasinski’s identification as a “son-in-law,” suggest that the identification of John as a “son-in-law” and the 
identification of Hedwig’s deceased husband as John rather than Romuald may have been recording errors.  
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The possibility that Agnes and Bridget were not Romuald’s daughters cannot be completely excluded, but it is difficult to 
reconcile with the numerous cross-references connecting them to the same Pawełkiewicz family. 

These facts reveal a network of relationships among Agnes, John, Bridget, Ignatius, Frank Kolasinski, Jasper Gradomski, Adalbert 
Malek, and their descendants. Hopefully the baptism records from the 1770s still exist and will provide more definitive 
information.  

In particular, there was a John Pawełkiewicz of the correct age, living in the correct parish, connected by marriage to Bridget, 
connected (social/family) to Jasper, and explicitly identified as Ignatius's brother. Furthermore, Agnes's son identified John as his 
maternal uncle. A similar network of evidence exists for Bridget Pawełkiewicz. If Agnes were unrelated to this family, it would be 
difficult to explain an extraordinary number of coincidental relationships. 

Analysis of publicly accessible church records indicates that Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki had at least six 
children: 

Child    Approximate Birth 

Marianna   1769 
John (Jan)   1775 
Bridget (Brygida)  1777 
Agnes (Agnieszka)  1778 
Ignatius (Ignacy)  1785 
Rosalie (Rozalia)  Unknown 

As already mentioned, their daughter Agnes Pawełkiewicz married Adalbert Malek in 1813. They are Michael E. Byczek’s  
4x-great-grandparents. 

There is reason to suspect a family relationship with the Ursula Pawełkiewicz and John (Jan) Pieczątkiewicz family in the Brdów 
Parish. John Pieczątkiewicz was the witness to Agnes Pawełkiewicz’s first marriage. It is uncertain whether it was the same John 
Pieczątkiewicz as Ursula’s husband. When Ursula died in 1808, she was listed with an estimated year of birth as 1760. She was 
married in 1783. If Ursula was about 18 years old in 1783, she would have been born about 1765. The estimated range of 
1760-1765 is before the 1769 marriage of Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki. However, Romuald was about 32 years 
old in 1769. If Hedwig was his second wife, it is possible that Ursula may have been a daughter from an earlier marriage. 
Furthermore, based upon their ages in each death record, there was about a 25 year age difference between Romuald and Ursula. 
This would appear to discount the possibility that Ursula was a younger sister, even though it is a possibility. If so, that could 
explain why Ursula’s husband was a witness to her niece’s first marriage.  

Romuald Pawełkiewicz passed away in 1807 while living in Brdów. He was listed as 70 years old with an estimated year of birth 
as 1737. Hedwig (Kostecki) Pawełkiewicz passed away in 1812, also in Brdów. She was listed as 72 years old with an estimated 
year of birth as 1740.  
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1769 Marriage of Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki 
Psary (Brdów) 

Blaise Pawełkiewicz was a witness (first name is slightly illegible) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1807 Death of Romuald Pawełkiewicz 
Brdów (Brdów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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AI-based analysis of Romuald Pawełkiewicz’s death record by Google Gemini regarding the possibility  
that married daughters (i.e. Agnes and Bridget) may have been intentionally omitted from the list of children.  
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1812 Death of Hedwig (Kostecki) Pawełkiewicz 
Brdów (Brdów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Brdów 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Marianna 

There appears to have been a double entry for Marianna’s death in 1785 with two otherwise identical entries in the church records. 
The only difference is that one record listed the age of 16 while the other 17. One possibility is that last rites and burial were 
recorded as two distinct events.  

 

1785 Death of Marianna Pawełkiewicz 
Brdów (Brdów) 

Version I 
Listed as 17 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1768 
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1785 Death of Marianna Pawełkiewicz 
Brdów (Brdów) 

Version II 
Listed as 16 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1769 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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John 

Records show that Agnes (Pawełkiewicz) Malek had a brother John (Jan) Pawełkiewicz. There is one strong candidate for this 
particular John Pawełkiewicz with multiple cross-references to the Bykowski, Malek, and Gradomski families. Unfortunately, the 
records do not identify John Pawełkiewicz’s parents.  

There is some uncertainty about multiple daughters who were named Marianna. Furthermore, their daughter Lucy was mistakenly 
identified as Marianna in her own marriage record. These uncertainties are beyond the scope of this documentary. 

John Pawełkiewicz’s marriage record listed that he was 35 years old. His age was verified with a baptism extract from the Brdów 
Parish. This provides an estimated year of birth as 1775. The best estimated year of birth for Agnes (Pawełkiewicz) Malek is 1778.  
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1810 Marriage of John Pawełkiewicz and Margaret Zawadzka 
Brdów (Brdów)  
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1841 Death of John Pawełkiewicz 
Grochowiska (Izbica Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Bridget 

One of the records for John Pawełkiewicz listed Frank Kolasinski as his brother-in-law. Records show a Frank Kolasinski and 
Bridget Pawełkiewicz family who lived in the Brdów Parish. Jasper Gradomski was expressly identified as Bridget 
(Pawełkiewicz) Kolasinski’s brother-in-law. It appears that Bridget Pawełkiewicz was born about 1777 in Brdów. The best 
estimated year of birth for John is 1775 and Agnes is 1778.  
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1793 Marriage of Frank (Franciszek) Kolaszewicz and Bridget Pawełkiewicz 
Brdów (Brdów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1812 Death of Bridget (Pawełkiewicz) Kolasinski 
Brdów (Brdów) 

Jasper Gradomski was a witness and was identified as Bridget’s brother-in-law 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Agnes 

 

1799 Marriage of Jasper Gradomski and Agnes Pawełkiewicz 
Świętosławice (Brdów) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1813 Marriage of Adalbert Malek and Agnes (Pawełkiewicz) Gradomski 
Świętosławice (Brdów) 

Adalbert was living in Kaszyn in the Izbica Parish 
Agnes was living in Świętosławice 

One of the witnesses was Joseph Malek 
The surnames of Adalbert and Joseph were written as Malczak 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1851 Death of Agnes (Pawelkewicz) Malek 
Świętosławice (Brdów) 

This death record is presumed accurate, but does not include any useful family information 
One witness appears to be Catherine Gradomski’s husband Melchior Klemens (son-in-law of Agnes) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Ignatius 

 

1812 Death of Ignatius Pawełkiewicz 
Brdów (Brdów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Further Analysis of the John Pawełkiewicz Family 

 

1851 Death of Margaret Pawełkiewicz 
Grochowiska (Izbica Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Jadwiga 

 

1813 Baptism of Jadwiga Pawełkiewicz 
Brdów (Brdów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna #1 

 

1817 Baptism of Marianna Pawełkiewicz 
Świętosławice (Brdów) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1818 Death of Marianna Pawełkiewicz 
Świętosławice (Brdów) 

The witness name of Frank Kolasinski is slightly illegible, but he appears to be the same Frank Kolasinski  
who was John Pawełkiewicz’s brother-in-law. 
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Marianna #2 

 

1819 Baptism of Marianna Pawełkiewicz 
Świętosławice (Brdów) 

The godfather’s name is slightly illegible, but could be Adalbert Malek 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1858 Death of Marianna Pawełkiewicz 
Świętosławice (Brdów) 
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Lucy 

 

1822 Baptism of Lucy Pawełkiewicz 
Grochowiska (Izbica Kujawski) 

The godfather was Adalbert Malek 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1837 Marriage of Lucy Pawełkiewicz and Wawrzyniec Bazelewski 
Grochowiska (Izbica Kujawski) 
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1839 Baptism of Catherine Bazelewski 
Grochowiska (Izbica Kujawski) 

This baptism is included as a representative document that shows the mother’s name was Lucy Pawełkiewicz, not Marianna. 
Stanley Bykowski was the witness and godfather 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna #3 

 

1826 Death of Marianna Pawełkiewicz 
Grochowiska (Izbica Kujawski) 

It is unknown whether this particular John Pawełkiewicz (the father) is the correct individual or a coincidence 
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Further Analysis of the Bridget Pawełkiewicz Family 

 

1811 Baptism of Barbara Kolasinski 
Brdów (Brdów) 

The godfather’s name is somewhat illegible, but appears to be Jasper Gradomski 
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Further Analysis of the Ursula Pawełkiewicz Family 

 

1783 Marriage of John Pieczątkiewicz and Ursula Pawełkiewicz 
Brdów (Brdów) 
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1808 Death of Ursula (Pawełkiewicz) Pieczątkiewicz 
Brdów (Brdów) 

This is the most likely death record for Ursula 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Conclusion 

No surviving record directly identifies Agnes Pawełkiewicz as the daughter of Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki. 
Nevertheless, the available evidence provides a strong circumstantial case. Agnes's son identified John Pawełkiewicz as his 
maternal uncle; John was the documented brother of Ignatius Pawełkiewicz, who was explicitly identified as the son of Romuald 
and Hedwig. John also had a close relationship with the Kolasinski family, which was connected to Bridget Pawełkiewicz and 
Agnes's first husband, Jasper Gradomski. Additional records connect Agnes's second husband, Adalbert Malek, and her son-in-
law, Stanley Bykowski, to the John Pawełkiewicz family. 

These overlapping relationships are difficult to explain as independent coincidences and provide the principal basis for identifying 
Agnes as a probable daughter of Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki. The contradictory death records of Romuald and 
Hedwig prevent the relationship from being established with absolute documentary certainty, but they do not outweigh the broader 
network of evidence. 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Romuald Pawełkiewicz and Hedwig Kostecki are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Agnes 
Pawełkiewicz (4x-great-grandmother) married Adalbert Malek in Brdów in 1813. Their daughter Anna Malek (3x-great-
grandmother) married Stanley Bykowski in Brdów in 1837. Their son Lawrence Bykowski (2x-great-grandfather) married Martha 
Januszewski in 1871 in Swierczyn. Their son Joseph Bykowski (great-grandfather) married  Margaret Piotrowski in 1907 in 
Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three 
years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at  
St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek 
in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born 
in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Greater Poland Voivodeship in west-central Poland): 

• Brdów is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Babiak within Koło County 
• Psary is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Babiak, within Koło County 
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