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Simon Pojawis and Anna Wolyniec lived in Oszkinie within the Punsk Catholic Parish.
Simon was born about 1743. Anna was born about 1753. It appears that Anna was born in Oszkinie.

Their death records, with translations, reveal inconsistencies about their ages.

There are three known children:

Child Birth Location Notes

Regina Pojawis 1776 Oszkinie (Punsk Parish) Baptism verified through an extract
John Pojawis About 1788

George Pojawis About 1792 Married in 1818

Their daughter Regina Pojawis married Andrew Staskiewicz. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents.

Simon Pojawis passed away in 1815 while living in Oszkinie. He was listed as 70 years old (1743) and his wife Anna Wolyniec
was 60 years old (1753). These ages accurately reflect their oldest known child, Regina, born in 1776. Simon would have been 33
and Anna 23 years old.

Anna (Wolyniec) Pojawis passed away in 1825, also in Oszkinie. She was listed as 89 years old. Her two sons John (38 years old)
and George (33 years old) were witnesses. This age range is not realistic, as Anna would have been 56 years old when George was

born.

John Pojawis was a witness for both his mother and father’s death. In 1815, he was listed as 27 years old. In 1825, he was listed as
38 years old, which is accurate for the two deaths taking place 10 years apart.

Based upon these records, it is reasonable to conclude that the ages in Simon’s death record are the most accurate.
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1815 Death of Simon Pojawis
Oszkinie (Punsk Parish)

John Pojawis was a witness

Page 2 of 7



Death Record of Szymon (Simon) Pojawis

Date and Place of Record:
Recorded on the 14th of February, 1815, in the village of Burbiszki, Punsk parish, Suwatki region (formerly

part of the komza department, under Russian partition at the time).

Witnesses:
Jan Bojavis (aged 21) and Szymon Maciun (aged 30), both neighbors from the village of Oszkinie.

Statement:
The witnesses declared that on the 13th of February of the current year (1815), at 8 o'clock in the
evening, Szymon Pojawis died. He was 52 years old and the husband of Anna née Wolyniec

Pojawisowa, aged 49. They lived in the same village, Oszkinie, in the home of the declarant Jan Bojavis.

Cause of Death:

Not stated (common for this time period).

Conclusion:
After verifying the identity and confirming the death, the record was read aloud and signed by the official
(Mateusz Zaleski, civil registrar of the Punsk commune). The declarants (witnesses) could not sign as

they were illiterate.

Translation by ChatGPT (artificial intelligence)
There are obvious translation errors, but the general outline is accurate.
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1825 Death of Anna (Wolyniec) Pojawis
Oszkinie (Punsk Parish)
John and George Pojawis were witnesses

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com

Oszkinie
73

It happened on the 15th day of May 1825 at 1 p.m. In front of Us, Punsk parish parson, serving as Civil registrar in Puisk commune,
located in Sejny county in Augustéw voivodeship sppeared: Jan Pojawis, 38 years old and Jerzy Pojawis, 33 years old, both
deceased's sons, peasants living on the farm in the village Oszkinie and they declared that on the 14th day of the current month and
year, at 11 a.m., died Anna Pojawis nee Wotyniec, widow, 89 years old, she died in the house humber 1. She was born there.*

This death act was read to the illiterate declarants and signed by Us.

priest Benedykt Beniaszewicz, Punisk parish parson, serving as Civil Registrar.
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1776 Baptism Extract for Regina Pojawis
Attached to Regina’s 1814 marriage record
Oszkinie (Punsk Parish)
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1818 Marriage of George Pojawis
Punsk Parish

First of two pages
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Additional Information

Simon Pojawis and Anna Wolyniec are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Regina Pojawis (4x-great-
grandmother) married Andrew Staskiewicz. Their daughter Helena Staskiewicz (3x-great-grandmother) married Ambrose
Gryszkiewicz in 1824 in Punsk. Their daughter Agnes Gryszkiewicz (2x-great-grandmother) married Frank Sidor in 1857 in
Sejny. Their daughter Rose Sidor (great-grandmother) married Frank Murzyn in 1897 in Sejny. Their daughter Antoinette
Murzynowicz (grandmother) was born in Chicago, IL in 1912. The Frank and Rose Murzyn family settled in Chicago, IL on a
permanent basis in 1908. The family interchanged Murzynowicz and Marynowski through the 1940s until formally adopting the
latter. Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski married Roman Bykowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park
neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and
Oakley in Chicago. They have two children, Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport
neighborhood.

Google Maps (Podlaskie Voivodeship in north-eastern Poland):

 Punsk is a village and seat of the Gmina Punsk in the Sejny County. It is located only 5 km from the border with Lithuania
* Oszkinie is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Punsk, within Sejny County

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Punsk Catholic church over the past ten or more years through direct
messages to diocese archives, access to digitized microfilm, and online resources (i.e. digitalized records from Polish archives).
He has gathered an extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy for Simon
Pojawis and Anna Wolyniec.

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration.

Michael E. Byczek

[llinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker

Chicago, IL (United States)
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michael@byczek.pro
https://michaelbyczek.pro
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