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Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz lived in Strozewo within the Byton Catholic Parish.  

Records from this time period did not always list a surname. One scenario is that Anthony and Marianna were married in 1778 in 
Byton with the wedding listed under Strozewo. However, the record does not have last names. If correct, Marianna was a widow. 
There was a marriage, two years prior and listed as Strozewo, where the bride was named Marianna. Without more information, it 
is not possible to determine whether or not these records are for Anthony and Marianna’s marriage.  

The Sawienski surname was also spelled as Sawinski, Sawa, Sawiak, and Sawinas. Michael E. Byczek has determined that 
Sawienski is the most accurate spelling of the surname until more research is done to determine the family’s origin. It is important 
to note that the documents that most frequently refer to the Sawa spelling are the early Latin records from the 18th century. The 
Polish records routinely used the spelling Sawinski or Sawienski with the occasional Sawa. It was common for the church to refer 
to baptism records for subsequent marriage and death entries. It’s possible that the church was using Sawa from the earlier Latin 
records, even though that name was not being used at the time. It is also important to note that it was the priest who wrote and 
spelled the names. It’s possible that one priest applied his personal discretion to use Sawa in Latin, which did not reflect the 
family. Records from the 1770s and 1780s show several discrepancies in how names were written. Another clue is Marianna’s 
maiden name of Przybysz, which means a “newcomer”. It’s possible that the church didn’t know how to spell the surname until 
later years because the family had origins outside the parish boundaries. 

Anthony Sawienski and Marianna Przybysz had at least four children, all born in Strozewo: 

Child	 	 	 	 Birth	 	 	 Notes 

Andrew	 Sawienski	 	 1779 
Frank Sawienski	 	 1783	 	 	 Died in 1788 
Frances Sawienski	 	 1787	 	 	 Died in 1788 
Vincent Sawienski	 	 1789 

Their son Vincent Sawienski married Margaret Zielinski in 1815 in Byton. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. 

The best candidate for Vincent’s baptism lists the mother’s name as Regina. It is reasonable to conclude that this was a mistake for 
Marianna because there is not any Regina Sawienski individuals in the parish other than this baptism.  

Marianna’s death record lists that she had two surviving sons, Vincent and John (without surnames). While a baptism has not been 
found for a son John, it is possible that there were more children, or John may have been born to her earlier marriage.  

There is a potential issue with Marianna’s death record, as it lists her age as 110 compared to Anthony as 60 at their relative 
deaths. Vincent Sawienski was a witness to Marianna’s death and was 40 years old. It is not possible that his mother was 70 years 
old when her son was born. There is a possibility that this particular death record is Vincent’s grandmother and not his mother. 
However, analysis of records only reveal one Marianna Sawienski death record that could be Vincent’s mother. It is reasonable to 
conclude that the age of 110 years was a mistake, or a translation error. 

Anthony Sawineski passed away in Strozewo in 1815. Marianna also died in Strozewo in 1827.  

It is reasonable to assume that both were born around 1758, but their exact ages and place of birth have not been verified.  

The surname Przybysz only appears in Anthony Sawienski’s death record. Therefore, the exact spelling has not been determined 
with conclusive documentation. 
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1778 Marriage between Anthony and Marianna, a widow, without surnames 
Marriage was listed as Strozewo (Byton Parish) 

This marriage record is reflective that not all documents during this time period contained surnames. 
It is not possible to determine, whether or not, this is the correct marriage due to the absence of family information. 
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1776 Marriage for a bride named Marianna (without surnames) 
Strozewo (Byton Parish) 

This record is reflective of documents that do not clearly state surnames. 
This is the best possible marriage record that could be Marianna, since she was a widow in 1778. 

It is not possible to determine, whether or not, this is the correct marriage in the absence of family details.  
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1815 Death for Anthony Sawienski  
Strozewo (Byton Parish) 

The witnesses were his two sons Vincent and Andrew 
His wife was listed as Marianna Przybysz 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com 

The age of 60 years is probably accurate (compared to his wife being listed as 110 years old when she died) 
If the 1778 marriage record is correct, it is reasonable to conclude that Anthony was born about 1758.  

If so, he would have been about 57 years old, which matches this translation 
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1827 Death for Maryanna (Przybysz) Sawienski 
Strozewo (Byton Parish) 

Surname listed as Sawina 
Vincent Sawinski was a witness 

Below: Translation by volunteer translators on the website polishorigins.com (two versions) 
Note: The age of 110 years old is probably wrong. 
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1779 Baptism for Andrew Sawa (son of Anthony and Marianna) 
Strozewo (Byton Parish) 
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1783 Baptism for Frank Sawa (son of Anthony and Marianna) 
Strozewo (Byton Parish) 
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1787 Baptism for Frances Sawa (daughter of Anthony and Marianna) 
Strozewo (Byton Parish) 
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1788 Death for Frank Sawinow 
Son of Anthony and Marianna 

Strozewo (Byton Parish) 

 

1788 Death for Frances Sawinow 
Daughter of Anthony and Marianna 

Strozewo (Byton Parish) 

Note: Both deaths took place in 1788 (32 entries apart) 
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1789 Baptism for Vincent Sawienski 
Strozewo (Byton Parish) 

Note: Even though the mother is listed as Regina, all other Sawienski baptisms where the father was Anthony 
listed the mother as Maryanna. It is presumed to be the correct baptism with an error for the mother’s name. 

There does not seem to be any woman named Regina Sawienski in the entire Byton Parish at the time.  
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Additional Information 

Anthony Sawienski and Catherine Przybysz are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their son Vincent Sawienski (4x-
great-grandfather) married Margaret Zielinski in 1815 in Byton. Their daughter Sophia Sawienski (3x-great-grandmother) married 
Frank Januszewski in 1834 in Byton. Their daughter Martha Januszewski (2x-great-grandmother) married Lawrence Bykowski in 
1871 in Swierczyn. Their son Joseph Bykowski (great-grandfather) married Margaret Piotrowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to 
settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three years old. The 
family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus 
Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at  
St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children, Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, 
both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship in north-central Poland):  

• Stróżewo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Bytoń, within Radziejów County 
• Bytoń is a village in Radziejów County. It is the seat of the gmina called Gmina Bytoń. 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Byton Catholic Church over the past ten or more years through 
direct messages to diocese archives, access to digitized microfilm, and online resources (i.e. digitalized records from Polish 
archives). He has gathered an extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate source of genealogy 
for Anthony Sawienski and Catherine Przybysz. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 
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