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Lawrence (Wawrzyniec) Sidor and Marianna Winikaytys were married in 1820 at the Catholic Church located in Sejny (Poland). 
Both were living in Klejwy at the time. 

Marianna was born in 1801 in present-day Lithuania near Sejny in a village that was spelled in documents as Meyszymy. The 
church where she was baptized was formerly called Urdomin. The present-day name is Rudamina within Alytus County. There is a 
present-day village very near Rudamina called Maišymai, which is presumed to be the present-day equivalent of Meyszymy. 

Michael E. Byczek has recognized the spelling of Winikaytys as an accurate version of the family surname, which has been 
spelled several different ways. These include Winikajtis, Winikajtys, Winikajec, Winikajn, and Winikajci. Marianna’s parents were 
John (Jan) Winikaytys and Catherine (Katarzyna) Mituk.  

Lawrence was born about 1793. His place of birth is unknown, but he was baptized at the Sejny Church. His parents were 
Dominick (Dominik) Sidor and Christina (Krystyna) Pawlan. His mother’s name was written different ways (first and last names), 
but Christina Pawlan is the spelling that was used in a baptism extract for his marriage in 1820. The original baptism record has 
not been found. 

Lawrence Sidor and Marianna Winikaytys had seven known children, all born in Klejwy or Klejwy Wies (unclear if they are the 
same location):  

Child     Birth   Notes 

Anthony (Antoni) Sidor   1823   Died in 1823 
Lawrence (Wawrzyniec) Sidor  1824   Married in 1848 
Frances (Franciszka) Sidor  1827   Died in 1861 (unmarried) 
Agatha (Agata) Sidor   1829   Married in 1849 
Marianna Sidor    1831   Died in 1856 (unmarried) 
Catherine (Katarzyna) Sidor  1834 
Frank (Franciszek) Sidor  1836   Married in 1857 

Their youngest child, Frank, married Agnes (Agnieszka) Gryszkiewicz in Sejny in 1857. They are Michael E. Byczek’s  
2x-great-grandparents. 

Lawrence Sidor passed away in 1837 in Klejwy when Frank was an infant.  

Marianna (Winikaytys) Sidor married George (Jerzy) Masianis in 1838 at the Sejny Church. George had been previously married 
to Agatha Krakowski, who recently passed away. He was living in Rejsztokiemie, but was born in Pelele. His parents were 
Anthony Masianis and Eva (Ewa) Markiewicz. His baptism and prior marriage records have not been verified.  

George Masianis and Marianna Winikaytys had two known children, both born in Klejwy or Klejwy Wies: 

Child   Birth   Notes 

George Masianis 1839   Married in 1859 
Anthony Masianis 1842   Married in 1861 

George Masianis, husband of Marianna Winikaytys, passed away in Romanowce in 1854. 

The death record of Marianna (Winikaytys) Sidor/Masianis has not been found.
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1801 Baptism of Marianna Winikaytys
Meyszymy (Urdomin Parish) - Lithuania 
The godfather was Andrew Winikaytys

Source: Obtained by Michael E. Byczek through direct correspondence with diocesan archives

Lawrence Sidor and Marianna Winikaytys - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 2 55



AI translation (Google Gemini)
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Present-day Catholic Church located in Rudamina (Lithuania)

Source: Google Maps (Street View)
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1820 Marriage of Lawrence Sidor and Marianna Winikaytys - Page 1
Sejny Parish
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Page 2
It appears that one of the witnesses was Frank Sidor

Lawrence Sidor and Marianna Winikaytys - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 6 55



 

                             

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Sejny (Poland) 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Klejwy in Poland and Maišymai in Lithuania are equidistant across the border between the two counties.

Maišymai is the red box in the top portion of the image. 
Klejwy and Sejny are in the lower left quarter of the map 

The border between Poland and Lithuania did not exist during the lifetime of Lawrence Sidor and Marianna Winikaytys.  
They and their families are best understood as Polish-Lithuanian rather than as natives of separate countries. 

Source: Google Maps 
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1837 Death of Lawrence Sidor
Klejwy (Sejny Parish)

Lawrence’s mother was listed as Catherine (reason is unclear)
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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Children of Lawrence Sidor and Marianna Winikaytys

Representative documents are shown below.
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Anthony

1823 Baptism of Anthony Sidor
Klejwy (Sejny Parish)
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1823 Death of Anthony Sidor
Klejwy (Sejny Parish)
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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Lawrence

1824 Baptism of Lawrence Sidor
Klejwy Wies (Sejny Parish) - Unclear if this refers to the same location as Klejwy
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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1848 Marriage of Lawrence Sidor
Sejny Parish
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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Frances

1827 Baptism of Frances Sidor
Klejwy (Sejny Parish)
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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1861 Death of Frances Sidor
Romanowce (Sejny Parish)
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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Agatha

1829 Baptism of Agatha Sidor
Klejwy (Sejny Parish)
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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1849 Marriage of Agatha Sidor
Sejny Parish
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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Marianna

1831 Baptism of Marianna Sidor
Klejwy (Sejny Parish)

Lawrence Winikaytys served as a witness and godfather. 
The godmother was Eva Sidor
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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1856 Death of Marianna Sidor
Romanowce (Sejny Parish)
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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Catherine

1834 Baptism of Catherine Sidor
Klejwy (Sejny Parish)

Paul Winikaytys served as a witness and godfather
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Frank

1836 Baptism of Frank Sidor

Klejwy (Sejny Parish)
It appears that the godfather was Karl Mituk
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1857 Marriage of Frank Sidor and Agnes Gryszkiewicz 
Sejny Parish 

Lawrence Sidor (brother of Frank) and Jan Gryszkiewicz (brother of Agnes) were the two witnesses 
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1897 Death of Frank Sidor 
Klejwy (Sejny Parish) 
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Second Marriage of Marianna Winikaytys to George Masianis 

Representative documents are shown below.
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1838 Marriage of Marianna (Winikaytys) Sidor and George Masianis
Sejny Parish

Joseph Winikaytys was a witness
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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1854 Death of George Masianis
Romanowce (Sejny Parish)

Paul Winikaytys was a witness
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AI translation (Google Gemini)
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Children of Marianna Winikaytys and George Masianis

Representative documents are shown below.
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George

1839 Baptism of George Masianis
Klejwy Wies (Sejny Parish) - Unclear if this refers to the same location as Klejwy

Matthew Winikaytys served as a witness and godfather
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1859 Marriage of George Masianis
Sejny Parish
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Anthony

1842 Baptism of Anthony Masianis
Klejwy (Sejny Parish)

Paul Winikaytys served as a witness and godfather
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1861 Marriage of Anthony Masianis
Sejny Parish
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Additional Information

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Lawrence Sidor and Marianna Winikaytys are Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandparents. Their son Frank Sidor (2x-great-
grandfather) married Agnes Gryszkiewicz in Sejny in 1857. Their daughter Rose Sidor (great-grandmother) married Frank 
Murzyn in Sejny in 1897. Their daughter Antoinette Murzynowicz (grandmother) was born in Chicago, IL. The Murzyn family 
permanently settled in Chicago, IL in 1908 after traveling back and forth between Poland. They interchanged the surnames 
Murzyn, Murzynowicz, and Marynowski until the entire family adopted Marynowski by the 1940s. Antoinette married Roman 
Bykowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married 
Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the 
eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Sejny County, Podlaskie Voivodeship, in north-eastern Poland: 

• Klejwy is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Sejny 
• Romanowce is near Klejwy 
• Sejny is a town in north-eastern Poland and the capital of Sejny County 

Rudamina is a small town in Alytus County in southern Lithuania. 

• There is a village named Maišymai very near Rudamina 
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