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Analysis of church records for the Brześć Kujawski Catholic Parish shows that Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents were John and Marianna Surdinski who lived in 
Pikutkowo. On the balance of probabilities, Balthazar (Baltazar) and Marianna Surdinski are the most likely parents of John. This conclusion is based on the rarity of the 
Surdinski surname in the Brześć Kujawski Parish, available baptism records, and a pattern of interior church burials for what appears to be three generations of the same 
family. Therefore, it is reasonable to identify Balthazar and Marianna Surdinski as Michael E. Byczek’s 6x-great-grandparents. However, this lineage is not verified. It is 
possible that the necessary records needed to establish the lineage with certainty may not exist.  

The Surdinski surname was also written with numerous variations, including some that are more than mere phonetic alternatives. These include Surdynski, Surdika, 
Surdikow, Sordcka, Sordyk, Surdyk, Surdik, and Surdyka. For genealogical purposes, the spelling of “Surdinski” is accurate. That was the spelling in a few of the most 
important documents (highest priority) regarding the family. 

Church records during this period did not always include surnames, maiden names, ages, parents, or identity of a spouse. It is not possible to fully reconstruct the entire 
Surdinski family from these records. Furthermore, online access to digitized baptism records is not available for the Brześć Kujawski Parish between 1753 and 1787 or 
death records prior to 1753. As a result, there are multiple inconsistencies and uncertainties that cannot be resolved. Due to lack of useful information from church records 
during the 1700s, it may not be possible to fully reconstruct the entire Surdinski family with absolute certainty. 

John Surdinski’s parents and age were not listed in any known document. Since his daughter Agnes was born in 1780, John and his wife may have been approximately  
30 years old at the time, although this is only a general estimate. A baptism record for a John born in 1741 is therefore somewhat earlier than expected, but the combination 
of his name, parents, location, and the apparent uniqueness of the John Surdinski family makes it the strongest candidate. The most likely death record for Marianna 
Surdinski’s (John’s wife) was in 1793 that showed an estimated year of birth as 1741. This is the same year as the presumed baptism for John Surdinski. 

Among the available Brześć Kujawski Parish records, there appears to have been only one John Surdinski from the 1740s through the early 1800s. Furthermore, among the 
available records, there appears to have been only one Surdinski family in the parish that regularly appears in church records and that could be John’s parents. This was the 
Balthazar and Marianna Surdinski family who lived in Pikutkowo. Marianna’s maiden name is unknown. There is only one known Balthazar and Marianna family from the 
parish, which suggests that records without a surname most likely refer to the correct family. The name Balthazar itself is rare. A baptism record was found for a baby 
named John, without a surname, who was born in Pikutkowo in 1741. His parents were Balthazar and Marianna. On the balance of probabilities, this is the correct baptism 
record for the father of Agnes (Surdinski) Piotrowski. The 1741 baptism is particularly compelling because the name, location, parents, and subsequent appearance of John 
Surdinski in Pikutkowo are consistent with the available evidence. 

The death record of Balthazar Surdinski, for Pikutkowo, listed him as 76 years old. This provides an estimated year of birth as 1698. There are multiple death records for a 
woman named Marianna without a surname who died in Pikutkowo during this period. The best candidate, which is highly probable to be correct, was from 1773 in 
Pikutkowo. This particular Marianna was buried inside the church just one year before Balthazar Surdinski. This unique common factor is highly suggestive that these two 
burials represent a husband and wife. Furthermore, the best candidate for their daughter-in-law Marianna Surdinski’s death record (John’s wife) is from 1793, also in 
Pikutkowo. That particular Marianna Surdinski was also buried inside the church. 
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The 1773 death record for Marianna, who is presumed to be Balthazar Surdinski’s wife, listed her age as 50. This provides an estimated year of birth as 1723. If this 
particular death record is correct for Balthazar’s wife, it’s possible that Balthazar may have been married multiple times. It is also possible that the age of 50 years was a 
mistake or was underestimated. 

A marriage record was found in Pikutkowo for Balthazar Surdinski in 1725. The bride’s name was Marianna without a maiden name. The record did not provide an age for 
either groom or bride. Since the name Balthazar is rare in the parish, and he would have been about 27 years old in 1725, this marriage record is highly likely to be correct. 
The earliest baptism records that are available online in digital format start with 1735. It is not possible to determine whether children were born between 1725 and 1735.  

However, a second marriage record was found in 1735 for Balthazar and Marianna without surnames or ages. The marriage was listed for the village of Rzadka Wola in the 
Brześć Kujawski Parish. It is possible that Balthazar’s first wife passed away and his second wife’s name was also Marianna. If the age listed in the 1773 death record is 
correct, that Marianna would have been about 12 years old in 1735 at the time of that marriage. If the age of 50 was an estimate, it is very reasonable to conclude that she 
may have been at least 52 years old, not 50 as written. This would mean that she was at least 14 years old in 1735, which could indicate these were the same women. Death 
records prior to 1735 are not available online in digital format. It is not possible, at present, to determine whether Balthazar’s wife from the 1725 marriage may have 
passed away prior to the 1735 marriage.  

Seven children have been identified as the children of Balthazar and Marianna Surdinski, all apparently born in Pikutkowo: 

Child    Birth  Notes 

Rose (Róża)   1738 
Sophia (Zofia)   1740 
John (Jan)   1741 
Paul (Paweł)   1744  A baptism note was added that Paul died, probably as an infant. The baptism also refers to a twin (possibly stillborn). 
Constance (Konstancja)  1746  The baptism refers to a twin, who is presumed to have been stillborn. 
Maria     1748 
Agnes (Agnieszka)  1750  A note was added to the baptism that Agnes died, probably as an infant. 

Their son John Surdinski married a woman named Marianna. Her maiden name has not been verified. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. 

The Surdinski Family of Pikutkowo 

On the balance of probabilities, John Surdinski was the son of Balthazar and Marianna Surdinski. They were an established family in the Brześć Kujawski Catholic Parish. 
Balthazar Surdinski was buried inside the physical church building in 1774, which indicates he held a prominent status in the community. The best candidate death record 
for his wife, Marianna, also shows that she was buried inside the church, the year before, in 1773.  

The 1793 death record of a married woman named Marianna Surdinski from Pikutkowo is the best candidate for the wife of John Surdinski and daughter-in-law of 
Balthazar and Marianna Surdinski. She was also buried inside the church. It appears that interior church burials ended in the 1790s. This means that Marianna Surdinski 
may have been amongst the last burials inside the church. Multiple children of John and Marianna Surdinski, who passed away prior to the 1790s, were also buried inside 
the church.  

The common factor of interior church burials, a practice apparently associated with higher-status members of the community, provides additional circumstantial support for 
the conclusion that these death records concern members of the same extended family of three generations. 

The following analysis of church records preserves the surname variations used in the original documents. 
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1774 Death record of Balthazar Surdyka 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

Below: AI Translation (Google Gemini) 
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1773 Death of a woman named Marianna without a surname 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

Below: AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1725 Marriage of Balthazar Surdicka and Marianna without a maiden name 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1735 Marriage of Balthazar and Marianna without surnames 
Rzadka Wola (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Brześć Kujawski 

Świętego Stanisława Biskupa i Męczennika 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 

It would appear that Balthazar Surdinski, his wife Marianna, and daughter-in-law Marianna are buried inside this building. 
Analysis of the possible interior burial locations, with AI-assistance from Google Gemini, is shown on the next page. 

Balthazar and Marianna Surdinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 9 34



 

    

 

Balthazar and Marianna Surdinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 10 34



 

AI analysis (Google Gemini) of multiple burial records for additional insight into Balthazar Surdinski’s burial inside the church. 
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AI analysis (Google Gemini) of what happened to the remains of those buried inside the church 
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Children of Balthazar and Marianna Surdinski 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Rose 

 

1738 Baptism of Rose Surdyka 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Sophia 

 

1740 Baptism of Sophia Surdicka 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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John 

 

1741 Baptism of a child named John without a surname 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Death record of Marianna Surdynska 
Died 10/8/1793 

Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski)  

Listed as 52 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1741 

Below: AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1801 Marriage between John Surdynski and Agnes Sieczkowska 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

John Surdynski was listed as a widower.  
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1803 Death record of John Surdinski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

Died on 8/30/1803 (age not listed) 

Below: AI translation (Google Gemini) 

 

Balthazar and Marianna Surdinski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 23 34



Paul 

 

1744 Baptism of Paul Sordika 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Constance 

 

1746 Baptism of Constance Sordyk 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation 
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Maria 

 

1748 Baptism of Maria Magdalena Sordyk 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Agnes 

 

1750 Baptism of Agnes Sordyk 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Unknown Surdinski Records 

 

1787 Marriage of Simon (Szymon) Kuran/Kuranciak and Josephine (Józefa) Surdynski 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

Below: AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1808 Death of Josephine (Surdyk) Kurant 
Pikutkowo (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 40 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1768 

Below: AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. Research and analysis have been 
published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in 
September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Balthazar and Marianna Surdinski are Michael E. Byczek’s 6x-great-grandparents. Their son John Surdinski (5x-great-grandfather) and his wife Marianna had a daughter 
Agnes (4x-great-grandmother). She married Rocco Piotrowski in 1801 in Brześć Kujawski. Their son Ignatius Piotrowski (3x-great-grandfather) married Marciana 
Zaparucha in 1845 in Dabie. Their son Joseph Piotrowski (2x-great-grandfather) married Victoria Nowakowski in 1876 in Radziejow. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski 
(great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States 
when he was three years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood of Chicago. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus 
Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in 
Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood.  

Google Maps (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship, in north-central Poland) 

• Pikutkowo is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski, within Włocławek County 
• Brześć Kujawski is a town in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski, within Włocławek County 
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