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Thaddeus (Tadeusz) Zaparucha and Catherine (Katarzyna) Byczek were married in 1781 at the Catholic Church located in Brześć Kujawski. The wedding was listed for 
the village Miechowice. When Thaddeus Zaparucha passed away in 1807, his death record provided an estimated year of birth as 1759. A marriage record from 1823 listed 
the bride’s mother, Catherine Zaparucha, as 60 years old. That provides an estimated year of birth for Catherine as 1763. This suggests that Thaddeus was 22 and Catherine 
was 18 when they were married in 1781, which is a reasonable estimate. It appears that the entire Zaparucha family was living in Stary Brześć in 1781. It is presumed that 
in 1781 Catherine was living in Miechowice, where the marriage was listed. There were other Byczek families in that village at the time who were probably her relatives. 

Church records during this period did not always include surnames, maiden names, ages, parents, or identity of a spouse. It is not possible to fully reconstruct each 
Zaparucha and Byczek family in the Brześć Kujawski Parish from these documents. Furthermore, online access to digitized baptism records is not available for the parish 
between 1753 and 1787 or death records prior to 1753. 

The Zaparucha surname was also spelled Zaparuszewski, along with similar phonetic variations. “Zaparucha” is used as the primary spelling in this documentary because 
it predominates in the earlier records associated with this family. Almost all records prior to the death of Thaddeus Zaparucha in 1807 were spelled “Zaparucha”. The 
surname was consistently written as “Zaparuszewski” in records beginning shortly after 1807. It is possible that Thaddeus Zaparucha was the son of Frank (Franciszek) 
and Sophia (Zofia) Zaparucha who relocated to Stary Brześć from a nearby parish. Catherine’s parents may have been Adalbert (Wojciech) and Hedwig (Jadwiga) Byczek 
who lived in Miechowice. Both the Zaparucha and Zaparuszewski surnames were extremely rare throughout Poland, including in the present day. The surname is so rare 
that online genealogical indexes show it was nearly exclusive to Stary Brześć. It is reasonable to conclude that when Thaddeus Zaparucha married Catherine Byczek in 
1781, he was one of the only people in the entire country with that surname. If his father was Frank Zaparucha, it is possible that the surname was unique to that single 
family.  

Ten children of Thaddeus Zaparucha and Catherine Byczek have been identified, although there were probably additional children. Baptism records are not available 
online for the years 1781-1787. The children identified below were all probably born in Stary Brześć. 

Child    Birth   Notes 

Rosalie (Rozalia)  1790   Died in 1808 
Peter (Piotr)   About 1791  Died in 1804 when 13 years old (baptism has not been found) 
Adam    1792    
Marianna   1795   Most likely died between 1795 and 1797 
Marianna   1797   Appears to have died in 1802 
Paul (Paweł)   1800   | twins   
Procopius (Prokop)  1800   |   Died in 1801 
Josephine (Józefa)  About 1803  Baptism has not been found 
Catherine (Katarzyna)  1805   A three year old Catherine died in 1810, which suggests there may have been more than one daughter Catherine 
Joseph (Józef)   Unknown  Baptism has not been found. 
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Their son Paul Zaparucha married Bridget Orlowski (Brygida Orlowska) in 1825 in Dabie Kujawski. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. 

Thaddeus Zaparucha passed away in 1807 while living in Stary Brześć. He was listed as 48 years old. The death record for Catherine (Byczek) Zaparucha has not been 
found. It is presumed that she died within the Brześć Kujawski Parish where she appears to have lived through the 1820s.  
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1781 Marriage of Thaddeus Zaparucha and Catherine Byczek 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1807 Death of Thaddeus Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 48 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1759 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Brześć Kujawski 

Świętego Stanisława Biskupa i Męczennika 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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AI analysis (Google Gemini) of Catherine (Byczek) Zaparucha’s occupation as a tradeswoman as referenced in her son Paul’s marriage record from 1825 
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Children of Thaddeus Zaparucha and Catherine Byczek 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Rosalie 

 

1790 Baptism of Rosalie Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Godfather was Peter Byczek 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1808 Death of Rosalie Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as the 14 year old daughter of the widow Catherine Zaparucha without mention of the father’s name. 
 Rosalie should have been 18 years old. The age was either an estimate, or an indication that there was an older daughter with the same name. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Peter 

 

1804 Death of Peter Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski Parish) 

Listed as 13 years old (born about 1791) 
Baptism has not been found 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Adam 

 

1792 Baptism of Adam Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Godmother was Catherine Byczek 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marianna 

 

1795 Baptism of Marianna Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Note: It is unclear whether the marginal note was intended for this or the prior entry 
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Marianna 

 

1797 Baptism of Marianna Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1802 Death of Marianna Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Paul 

 

1800 Baptism of twins Paul and Procopius Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1825 Marriage of Paul Zaparucha and Bridget (Orlowski) Smykowski 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1855 Death of Paul Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Procopius 

 

1800 Baptism of twins Paul and Procopius Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1801 Death of Procopius Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Josephine 

.    

1823 Marriage of Anastazy Józef Wojciechowski and Josephine Zaparucha 
(Brześć Kujawski Parish) - It looks like the village was Brześć 

Thaddeus Zaparucha and Catherine Byczek - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 29 83



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1885 Death of Josephine (Zaparucha) Wojciechowski 
Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Catherine 

 

1805 Baptism of Catherine Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 
Godfather was John Zaparucha 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1810 Death of Catherine Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Both parents are listed, compared to the 1808 death for Rosalie which only listed the mother’s name 
Appears to be listed as 3 years old, when she should be 5 years old (this could be a mistake or indication of an older daughter also named Catherine) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Joseph 

 

Index of 1835 Marriage of Joseph Zaparucha and Marianna Jonas 
Osięciny Parish 

Source: https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl 
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The Zaparucha Families of Stary Brześć 

The Zaparucha surname is extremely rare throughout Poland. A search on the website https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl, which is one of the largest online Polish genealogy 
platforms, revealed that the surname is almost exclusive to the Brześć Kujawski Parish. The vast majority of all indexed records with the surname spelled as “Zaparucha” 
are prior to the 1810s and primarily from the village of Stary Brześć. There are only a few instances where the surname has been found anywhere else in the country. 
Indexed records from other Voivodeships could be relatives who relocated to other regions of Poland in later years. The Zaparuszewski surname is just as rare as 
Zaparucha. A search on https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl also revealed that Zaparuszewski is primarily found in the Brześć Kujawski Parish with very few records from 
anywhere else in Poland. A global search, on 9/1/2026, of indexed historical records on familysearch.org returned only 115 instances of the surname “Zaparucha” 
compared with 9,549 for “Byczek”. The surname “Zaparuszewski” returned zero results anywhere in the world. These search results reinforce the conclusion that the 
Zaparucha surname is extremely rare. 

There is a death record for Sophia Zaparucha in Stary Brześć for 1791. Her age was recorded as 80 with an estimated year of birth as 1711. It is reasonable to conclude that 
she would have been about 20 years old when she got married. This provides an estimate of 1732, as a starting point, for a prospective marriage record. Analysis of 
indexed church records for nearby parishes shows that a wedding took place in 1739 between Frank Zaparucha and Sophia Kosmala at the church located in Wieniec. The 
Brześć Kujawski and Wieniec Catholic Parishes appear to be adjacent. Sophia Kosmala was the daughter of John (Jan). This is the only known marriage in all Poland 
during this time period where the husband’s surname was Zaparucha. The fact that his wife was named Sophia and a death record has been verified in Stary Brześć for the 
name Sophia Zaparucha is a strong indication that these records are for the same family. 

It is very possible that Thaddeus Zaparucha was the son of Frank and Sophia Zaparucha. It is also possible that the Zaparucha surname was unique to Frank, the father of 
Thaddeus. Frank Zaparucha may have been the first, or only, person with that surname. The 1739 marriage of Frank Zaparucha and Sophia Kosmala is the earliest 
currently identified Polish record of the surname in this research. This provides a plausible starting point for tracing the Zaparucha family in the Stary Brześć region. There 
is an interesting collection of records that have been found in Ukraine. The Zaparucha surname has a possible, or similar, Ukrainian origin. The name has been found in 
Ukrainian church records from the 1820s at what appears to be a Greek Catholic parish. This does not prove that Thaddeus Zaparucha had Ukrainian heritage. It’s possible 
that the surname was so rare and unique that only a few families in Europe had that name, which could have independently originated through different languages.  

Indexed records show that Frank and Sophia Zaparucha had at least three children: 

Name   Birth   Location     Notes 

Blaise (Błażej)  1743   Karczma Grubczyki (Kruszyn)   Died in Kruszyn (1743) 
Anthony (Antoni) 1744   Grupczyki Gasienie (Kruszyn) 
Frank (Franciszek) 1752   Siedlimin (Wieniec) 

The Catholic Parishes of Brześć Kujawski, Wieniec, and Kruszyn appear to all be adjacent, or are otherwise very close, to each other. Given the rarity of the Zaparucha 
surname and proximity between parishes, it is reasonable to conclude that the Frank and Sophia Zaparucha family relocated to Stary Brześć. The family may have moved 
between parishes until settling in Stary Brześć between 1752 and 1781. Thaddeus was born about 1759. 

There are very few records for any individual with the Zaparucha surname during the lifetime of Thaddeus Zaparucha. Most of these records are for the Simon (Szymon) 
Zaparucha family from Stary Brześć. Both Thaddeus and Simon were married in 1781 with their weddings listed as Miechowice. Even though it was Simon’s second 
marriage, it is reasonable to conclude that they were about the same age. Taken together, these records provide strong circumstantial evidence that Simon and Thaddeus 
were brothers, although no surviving record has been found that explicitly identifies their parents. Sophia Zaparucha, who died in 1791, was the only currently identified 
Zaparucha woman in the available records whose age would be consistent with being their mother. Both Simon and his first wife Julianna were buried inside the church 
rather than in the outside cemetery. This may indicate that they or their family had a status or connection to the parish that permitted or was associated with burial inside 
the church. 
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1791 Death of Sophia Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 80 years old 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Search query submitted to google.com about the Zaparucha surname.  
The “AI Overview” revealed that the surname was extremely rare. 

Thaddeus Zaparucha and Catherine Byczek, from Brześć Kujawski, were identified by Google as the earliest known family with that surname. 
This AI-generated result is included as a research reference rather than as primary genealogical evidence with regard to rarity of the Zaparucha surname. 
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Stary Brześć and Brześć Kujawski are shown on the left center of this image. 
Wieniec is at the top below the “Hotels” tab. 

Kryszyn is located along the bottom, just left of the yellow 265 geographic marker. 

Source: maps.google.com 
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Query on google.com about whether the Zaparucha surname has any Ukrainian origin 
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Query on google.com about whether the Zaparucha surname is Ukrainian 
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Search results on https://geneteka.genealodzy.pl that show the surname “Zaparuch” was found in Ukraine 
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Query on google.com that explained the Zaparucha surname could have independently originated in Poland and Ukraine 
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1783 Death of Marianna Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Appears to have been about one year old. Her parents were not identified. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1787 Death of Marianna Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Appears to have been about 6 months old. Her parents were not identified. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1789 Death of Marianna Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Appears to have been about five years old. Her parents were not identified.  
She was buried inside the church, which may indicate a connection to Simon Zaparucha 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1789 Death of Joseph Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Appears to have been one year old. His parents were not identified.  
He was buried inside the church, which may indicate a connection to Simon Zaparucha 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1773 Marriage of Simon Zaparucha and Julianna Jacobow 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

It is presumed that this particular Julianna Zaparucha was the woman whose death occurred in 1781 (shown below) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1781 Death of Julianna Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 30 years old 

She was buried inside the church 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1781 Marriage of Simon Zaparucha and Franciszka Grzelak 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Thaddeus Zaparucha and Catherine Byczek were also married in 1781. Both weddings were listed for Miechowice. 
This marriage record further suggests that the 1781 death record of Julianna Zaparucha was Simon’s first wife. 

Adalbert Byczek was a witness. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1791 Death of Simon Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

He was buried inside the church. 

Age was listed as 30 (not 50 as the following AI translation suggests) with an estimated year of birth as 1761.  
Thaddeus Zaparucha’s estimated year of birth was 1759, which suggests he and Simon may have been brothers or at least cousins. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1791 Marriage of Apolinary Jagodzinski and Francisca Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

It is presumed that this particular Francisca Zaparucha was the widow of Simon Zaparucha from the 1781 marriage record 
It is further presumed that Simon Zaparucha, Francisca’s deceased husband, is the 1791 death record shown above. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1789 Baptism of Jan Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Son of Simon and Francisca Zaparucha 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1795 Death of John Zaparucha 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

It appears that John was 6 years old, which corresponds to the 1789 baptism shown above 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Possible Byczek Relatives in Stary Brześć and Miechowice 

Thaddeus Zaparucha and Catherine Byczek were associated with Peter (Piotr) Byczek and Catherine (Katarzyna) Byczek while living in Stary Brześć. There appears to be 
only one Peter Byczek in the Brześć Kujawski Parish. He lived in Stary Brześć. One of Peter Byczek’s wives was named Catherine who could be the godmother in the 
records. The available evidence strongly suggests that Catherine (Byczek) Zaparucha and Peter Byczek were closely related, possibly siblings. Peter's reported ages differ 
substantially between his 1800 marriage record and 1807 death record, suggesting that at least one of the ages was inaccurate. 

The 1781 marriage record of Thaddeus Zaparucha and Catherine Byczek was listed for Miechowice within the Brześć Kujawski Parish. Since the Zaparucha family 
appears to have been from Stary Brześć, it is presumed that it was Catherine Byczek who was from Miechowice. 

While there are Byczek families throughout Brześć Kujawski, the surname is relatively rare in Miechowice in 1781. There is a death record for Hedwig Byczek, who lived 
in Miechowice, from 1774. Her estimated year of birth was 1721. The best estimate for Catherine (Byczek) Zaparucha’s birth is 1763. This particular Hedwig Byczek 
would have been about 42 years old in 1763, which is a reasonable age for Catherine’s mother at the time of her birth.  

There appears to only be one Adalbert Byczek in the Brześć Parish. There is a marriage record listed for Miechowice the year after Hedwig Byczek passed away. Adalbert 
Byczek was listed as a widower. He died in 1790. The death record, for Miechowice, provided an estimated year of birth as 1711. It is reasonable to conclude that Adalbert 
and Hedwig Byczek were Catherine (Byczek) Zaparucha’s parents, but this conclusion remains unverified. It is also unknown whether there may have been a younger 
Adalbert Byczek in the village. 

It is highly probable that Simon and Thaddeus Zaparucha were brothers. Simon Zaparucha was a witness to Peter Byczek’s marriage in 1784. Furthermore, Adalbert 
Byczek was a witness to Simon Zaparucha’s marriage in 1781. This suggests a close relationship between the Zaparucha and Byczek families.  
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Adalbert and Hedwig Byczek from Miechowice 

 

1774 Death of Hedwig Byczek 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 53 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1721 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1774 Marriage of Adalbert Byczek and Agnes Marcinowna 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1775 Death of Agnes Byczek 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 20 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1755 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1776 Marriage of Adalbert Byczek and Marianna Wiatrowa 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1781 Death of Marianna Byczek 
Daughter of Adalbert and Marianna Byczek 

Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1781 Death of an unnamed baby, who was the child of Adalbert and Marianna Byczek 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1786 Death of Marianna Byczek 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 

Parents were not identified 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1790 Death of Adalbert Byczek 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 80 years old (slightly illegible) with an estimated year of birth as 1710.  

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Peter Byczek from Stary Brześć 

 

1784 Marriage of Peter Byczek and Catherine Matuszowna (slightly illegible maiden name) 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski)  

One witness was Simon Zaparucha 
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1790 Baptism of Catherine Byczek 
Daughter of Peter and Catherine Byczek 

Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 
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1791 Death of Catherine Byczek 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 24 years old without any family identification. 
The AI translation shown below suggests that this woman was unmarried. 

It is presumed that Catherine (Byczek) Zaparucha was Peter’s sister. This death record could suggest these families might be cousins instead of siblings. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1798 Baptism of a baby named Anna 
The parents were Peter and Catherine 

It appears that the family surname was crossed out with Byczek written as a correction 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1799 Death of Catherine Byczek, wife of Peter 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 36 years old 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1800 Marriage of Peter Byczek and Marianna Wiakowna 
Kuczyna (Brześć Kujawski) 

Peter Byczek was listed as 34 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1766 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1800 Baptism of Andrew Byczek 
Son of Peter and Marianna Byczek 

Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1801 Baptism of Thomas Byczek 
Son of Peter and Marianna Byczek 

Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1804 Baptism of Michael Byczek 
Son of Peter and Marianna Byczek 

Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1806 Death of Marianna Byczek 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 30 years old.  
It is possible she was Peter’s wife, since he was a widower when he died the following year. 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1807 Death of Peter Byczek 
Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 50 years old with an estimated year of birth as 1757 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Martin Byczek from Miechowice 

 

1798 Death of Catherine Byczek 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 

Listed as 3 years old 
Parents are not identified 

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1799 Baptism of Valentine Byczek 
Son of Martin and Agnes Byczek 
Miechowice (Brześć Kujawski) 

The godmother was Hedwig Byczek.  

 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Thaddeus Zaparucha and Catherine Byczek - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 82 83



Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. Research and analysis have been 
published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in 
September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Thaddeus Zaparucha and Catherine Byczek are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their son Paul Zaparucha (4x-great-grandfather) married Bridget Orlowski in 
1825 in Dabie Kujawski. Their daughter Marciana Zaparucha (3x-great-grandmother) married Ignatius Piotrowski in 1845 in Dabie Kujawski. Their son Joseph Piotrowski 
(2x-great-grandfather) married Victoria Nowakowski in 1876 in Radziejow. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 in 
Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in the United States when he was three years old. The family lived in the 
Bucktown neighborhood. Roman married Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter  
Betty A. Bykowski (mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children. Michael E. Byczek is the 
eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Włocławek County, Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship, in north-central Poland: 

• Brześć Kujawski is a town in the Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship 
• Stary Brześć is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski 
• Miechowice is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski 
• Kruszyn is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Włocławek 
• Wieniec is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski 
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