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Paul (Paweł) Zaparucha and Bridget Orlowski (Brygida Orlowska) were married in 1825 at the Catholic Church located in  
Dąbie Kujawski. 

Paul Zaparucha was born in 1800 in Stary Brześć within the Brześć Kujawski Parish. His parents were Thaddeus (Tadeusz) 
Zaparucha and Catherine (Katarzyna) Byczek. The Zaparucha surname was also spelled as Zaparuszewski. The Zaparucha 
variation is accurate for genealogical purposes. Catherine Byczek, who married Thaddeus Zaparucha, has a special place in family 
genealogy. The author of this documentary, Michael E. Byczek, is a direct descendant of maternal and paternal Byczek bloodlines. 
His mother Betty Bykowski, whose married name is Byczek, is Catherine Byczek’s 4x-great-granddaughter. The two Byczek 
lineages originated in different Polish Voivodeships and are probably unrelated. 

Bridget Orlowski, born about 1797, was the daughter of Paul (Paweł) Orlowski and Ursula (Urszula) Dennicki. She was born 
within the Dąbie Kujawski Parish. The village of her birth is unknown, but her baptism extract from the Dąbie Kujawski Parish 
was referenced in later church records. Her mother Ursula’s maiden name of Dennicki is inferred from the available evidence. 
Bridget was living in Kąkowa Wola when she married Paul Zaparucha as a widow in 1825. She was living with her parents in 
Wola at the time her first marriage in 1816. It is unclear whether Wola and Kąkowa Wola refer to the same village or to different 
places. 

Paul Zaparucha and Bridget Orlowski had six known children, all born in Kąkowa Wola (also written Wola Kąkowa): 

Child    Birth   

Jacob (Jakub)   1826 
Marciana (Marcjanna)  1829   
Peter (Piotr)   1832 
Lawrence (Wawrzyniec) 1834  
Josephine (Józefa)  1836 
Blaise (Błażej)   1839 

Their daughter Marciana Zaparucha married Ignatius (Ignacy) Piotrowski in 1845, also at the church in Dąbie Kujawski. They are 
Michael E. Byczek’s 3x-great-grandparents. 

Bridget Orlowski was a widow when she married Paul Zaparucha in 1825. She married Simon (Szymon) Smykowski in 1816, also 
in Dąbie Kujawski. Simon passed away in 1824. The family surname was also written as Smyk, but Smykowski is accurate for 
genealogy. The Symkowski family was from Szostka within the Broniewo Catholic Parish. Simon was born about 1792.   

Simon Symkowski and Bridget Orlowski had four known children, all born in Wola or Kąkowa Wola (could be the same village):  

Child    Birth  

Vincent (Wincenty)  1817 
Lawrence (Wawrzyniec) 1819 
John Joachim (Jan)  1821  
Adalbert (Wojciech)  1824 

Paul Zaparucha passed away in 1855 and Bridget (Orlowski) Zaparucha in 1880. They both were living in Kąkowa Wola at the 
time of their deaths. 
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1825 Marriage of Paul Zaparucha and Bridget (Orlowski) Smykowski 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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AI analysis (Google Gemini) of Catherine (Byczek) Zaparucha’s occupation as a tradeswoman 
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1800 Baptism of Paul Zaparucha 
(His twin brother was Prokop) 

Stary Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 
Below: AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1855 Death of Paul Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1880 Death record of Bridget (Orlowski) Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Dąbie Kujawskie 

Świętej Trójcy 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Present-day Catholic Church in Brześć Kujawski 

Świętego Stanisława Biskupa i Męczennika 
Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Paul Zaparucha and Bridget Orlowski 

Representative documents are shown below. 
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Jacob 

 

 

1826 Baptism of Jacob Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1853 Marriage of Jacob Zaparucha and Marianna Pszeniczka 
Kłobia Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1903 Death of Jacob Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Marciana 

 

1829 Baptism of Marciana Zaparucha  
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1845 Marriage of Ignatius Piotrowski and Marciana Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1890 Death of Marciana (Zaparucha) Piotrowski 
Brześć (Brześć Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Peter 

 

 

1832 Baptism of Peter Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1851 Marriage of Peter Zaparucha and Franciszka Pawlak 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1912 Death of Peter Zaparucha 
Brześć Kujawski Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Lawrence 

 

1834 Baptism of Lawrence Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Josephine 

 

1836 Baptism of Josephine Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 

The godfather was Joseph Zaparucha with a similar trade as Catherine (Byczek) Zaparucha 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1855 Marriage of Szczepan Dorsz and Josephine Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 

Paul Zaparucha and Bridget Orlowski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 35 66



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Blaise 

 

1839 Baptism of Blaise Zaparucha 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1868 Marriage of Blaise Zaparucha and Josephine (Józefa) Winiarska 
Brześć Kujawski Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1906 Death of Blaise Zaparucha 
Brześć Kujawski Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Bridget Orlowski’s First Marriage 

Representative documents are shown below. 

The 1816 marriage record identified one of the witnesses, John (Jan) Błasiak, as the bride’s brother-in-law. The godmother of 
Peter Zaparucha in 1832 was Lucy (Łucja) Błasiak. There was a John Błasiak and Margaret Orlowski family who lived in Wola. 
They had a daughter named Lucy who was born in 1809. It is presumed that Bridget and Margaret were sisters and that Lucy 
Błasiak was Bridget (Orlowski) Zaparucha’s niece. 
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1816 Marriage of Simon Smyk and Bridget Orlowski 
Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1824 Death record of Simon Symkowski 
Kąkowa Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Vincent 

 

1817 Baptism of Vincent Smykowski 
Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1855 Marriage of Vincent Smykowski and Sophia (Zofia) Kwiatkowska 
Chodecz Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1871 Death of Vincent Smykowski 
Holendry Pyszkowskie (Chodecz) 

Paul Zaparucha and Bridget Orlowski - Michael E. Byczek Page  of 52 66



 

AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Lawrence 

 

1819 Baptism of Lawrence Smykowski 
Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1841 Marriage of Lawrence Smykowski and Marianna Jankowska 
Włocławek Parish 
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1867 Death of Lawrence Smykowski 
Brześć Kujawski Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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John 

 

1821 Baptism of John Joachim Smykowski 
Wola (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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1839 Marriage of John Smykowski and Marianna Wiśniewska 
Brześć Kujawski Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Adalbert 

 

1824 Baptism of Adalbert Symkowski 
Kąkowa Wola  (Dąbie Kujawski) 
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Additional Information 

Michael E. Byczek, an Illinois attorney and managing real estate broker, has compiled original records for genealogy since 1992. 
Research and analysis have been published on family websites for over 30 years. A project to compile comprehensive digital, 
print, and video documentaries for every direct blood ancestor began in September 2024 for accurate online genealogy. 

Paul Zaparucha and Bridget Orlowski are Michael E. Byczek’s 4x-great-grandparents. Their daughter Marciana Zaparucha  
(3x-great-grandmother) married Ignatius Piotrowski in 1845 in Dąbie Kujawski. Their son Joseph Piotrowski (2x-great-
grandfather) married Victoria Nowakowski in 1876 in Radziejów. Their daughter Margaret Piotrowski (great-grandmother) 
married Joseph Bykowski in 1907 in Witowo prior to settling in Chicago, IL. Their son Roman Bykowski (grandfather) arrived in 
the United States when he was three years old. The family lived in the Bucktown neighborhood. Roman married Antoinette 
Murzynowicz/Marynowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski 
(mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children.  
Michael E. Byczek is the eldest and was born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Włocławek County (Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship) in north-central Poland: 

• Kąkowa Wola is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski 
• Dąbie Kujawskie is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Lubraniec 
• Stary Brześć is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Brześć Kujawski 
• Brześć Kujawski is a town in the Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship 
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