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Bartholomew (Bartłomiej) Zawadzki and Eva (Ewa) Kadysz lived in the adjacent villages of Rudawka and Smolany in 
northeastern Poland. At the time, villages were not always within fixed parish boundaries. Their family was associated with four 
different Catholic churches/parishes: Puńsk, Krasnopol, Sejny, and Kaletnik. 

There is uncertainty about Eva’s maiden name, since there are two periods in the family timeline with different spellings for her 
surname. All known baptism records for their children use the maiden name Kadysz, while all known marriage records for their 
adult children use Gierwiłło. 

Both surnames include various phonetic and spelling variations. An important clue involves their son Anthony Zawadzki. His 
baptism used the maiden name Kadysz while his marriage record used Gierwiłło. Furthermore, the baptism for their youngest 
known child listed the mother as Rozalia Kadysz compared to all other known baptism records with Ewa Kadysz.  

Michael E. Byczek has concluded that Kadysz is probably Eva’s biological name at birth. The basis for this conclusion is that all 
known baptism records used the same surname. Since all known marriage records for her adult children consistently use the 
surname Gierwiłło, the most likely explanation is that Eva’s mother may have remarried and that was the surname used to identify 
her, the step-daughter, later in life. More documents are needed to fully understand why two different surnames were used on such 
a consistent basis. This uncertainty does not appear to involve two separate families with the same names because of the high 
probability that the baptism and marriage records for Anthony Zawadzki accurately reflect the same individual.  

Bartholomew Zawadzki and Eva Kadysz had nine known children:  

Child   Birth    Maiden Name    Maiden Name 
       (At time of Baptism)  (At time of Marriage) 

Paul (Paweł)  1795 - Puńsk Parish  Not Found   Gierwiłło (1820 - Kaletnik Parish) 
Christina (Krystyna) 1796 - Smolany   Not Found   Gierwiłło (1818 - Puńsk Parish) 
Stanley (Stanisław) 1801 - Smolany   Not Found   Gierwiłło (1824 - Sejny Parish) 
Jacob (Jakub)  1802    Not Found   Not Found 
Catherine (Katarzyna) 1806    Kadysz (1809 Death)  N/A 
Elizabeth (Elżbieta) 1810 - Smolany (Puńsk)  Kadysz    N/A 
Vincent (Wincenty) 1813 - Smolany (Puńsk)  Kadysz    Not Found 
Anthony (Antoni) 1814 - Smolany (Puńsk)  Kadysz    Gierwiłło (1834 - Krasnopol Parish) 
Agatha (Agata)  1818 - Rudawka (Puńsk) Kadysz (Rozalia)  Not Found 

Notes  

1. Anthony’s marriage listed Rudawka as place of birth whereas the most likely baptism was Smolany. 
2. The witness for Stanley’s marriage in 1824 was his brother Jacob.  
3. Elizabeth and Catherine both died as children. Their death records use the maiden name of Kadysz. 
4. Eva’s maiden name was listed as Kadysz for Agatha’s baptism in August 1818 and as Gierwiłło just three months later for 

Christina’s marriage.  

Their son Paul married Christina (Krystyna) Leszczewski in 1820 at the church located in Kaletnik. They are Michael E. Byczek’s 
4x-great-grandparents.  

The death records for Bartholomew Zawadzki and Eva (Kadysz) Zawadzki have not been found. 

The Zawadzki surname was also spelled as Zawacki. Records suggest that Bartholomew Zawadzki may have had a brother 
George (Jerzy) who died in 1817.  
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Uncertainty about when Bartholomew Zawadzki and Eva Kadysz were born 

Exact translations of relevant documents for Bartholomew Zawadzki and Eva Kadysz are unreliable at present. A more precise 
translation is necessary to determine their accurate ages. 

Document  Year of Document Bartholomew Zawadzki  Eva Kadysz 

Catherine death  1809   43    30 
Elizabeth birth   1810   40    30 
Elizabeth death   1811   48    35 
Vincent birth   1813   30    20 
Anthony birth   1814   40    30 
Agatha birth   1818   50    40 

Since the earliest verified document available is from 1809, that is most likely the most accurate source for their ages. There are 
consistent indications that Bartholomew was about ten years older than Eva. The latest available document is probably also 
accurate, since Eva would have been in her mid-40s, at most, at the time her youngest child was born. About ten years passed from 
1809 through 1818, which accurately matches their listed ages. Therefore, the most accurate year of birth for Bartholomew 
Zawadzki was about 1766 and Eva Kadysz was about 1779. 

As a comparison, the 1817 death record for George Zawadzki listed him with an estimated year of birth as 1767.  

Bartholomew Zawadzki and Eva Kadysz - Michael E. Byczek (1st Ed) Page  of 2 46



 

Google Maps 

The red marker is Smolany 
Rudawka is adjacent (beneath) 

Żubronajcie (location of Paul’s death) is in the lower left corner 
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Kaletnik Catholic Church 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Sejny Catholic Church 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Krasnopol Catholic Church 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Catholic Church in Puńsk 

Source: Google Maps (Street View) 
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Children of Bartholomew Zawadzki and Eva Kadysz 

Representative documents are described below. 
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Paul 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1820 Marriage of Paul Zawadzki 
Kaletnik Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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1860 Death of Paul Zawadzki 
Żubronajcie (Krasnopol Parish) 

Anthony Murzynowicz was a witness  
(Murzyn and Murzynowicz were used interchangeably when later generations settled in Chicago, IL) 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Stanley 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1824 Marriage of Stanley Zawadzki 
Sejny Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Christina 

Representative documents are described below. 

Bartholomew Zawadzki and Eva Kadysz - Michael E. Byczek (1st Ed) Page  of 17 46



 

1818 Marriage of Christina Zawadzki - Part 1/2 
Puńsk Parish 
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1818 Marriage of Christina Zawadzki - Part 2/2 
Puńsk Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
Note: The groom’s name appears to be incorrect in this translation (first and last name) 
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Anthony 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1814 Baptism of Anthony Zawadzki 
Puńsk Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 

Bartholomew Zawadzki and Eva Kadysz - Michael E. Byczek (1st Ed) Page  of 23 46



 

1834 Marriage of Anthony Zawadzki 
Krasnopol Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Catherine 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1809 Death of Catherine Zawadzki 
Puńsk Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Elizabeth 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1810 Baptism for Elizabeth Zawadzki 
Puńsk Parish 
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1811 Death of Elizabeth Zawadzki 
Puńsk Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Vincent 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1813 Baptism of Vincent Zawadzki 
Puńsk Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Agatha 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1818 Baptism of Agatha Zawadzki 
Puńsk Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Analysis of Eva Zawadzki’s Maiden Name 

Only a small amount of information has been verified at present that involves the Gierwiłło surname. 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1868 Death of Catherine Sakowicz 
Kaletnik Parish 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Zawadzki Family 

Representative documents are described below. 
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1817 Death of George Zawadzki 
Kaletnik Parish 

Bartholomew Zawadzki listed as “brother”, based on the following translation. 
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AI translation (Google Gemini) 
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Additional Information 

Bartholomew Zawadzki and Eva Kadysz are Michael E. Byczek’s 5x-great-grandparents. Their son Paul Zawadzki (4x-great-
grandfather) married Christina Leszczewski in 1820 in Kaletnik. Their daughter Elizabeth Zawadzki (3x-great-grandmother) 
married Anthony Murzyn in 1839 in Krasnopol. Their son Peter Murzyn (2x-great-grandfather) married Josephine Muracki in 
1870 in Wigry. Their son Frank Murzyn (great-grandfather) married Rose Sidor in 1897 in Sejny. Their daughter Antoinette 
Murzynowicz (grandmother) was born in Chicago, IL in 1912. The Frank and Rose Murzyn family settled in Chicago, IL on a 
permanent basis in 1908. Josephine (Muracki) Murzyn arrived in Chicago in 1910. The family interchanged the surname between 
Murzynowicz and Marynowski through the 1940s until formally adopting the latter. Antoinette Murzynowicz/Marynowski 
married Roman Bykowski in 1936 at St. Stanislaus Kostka in the Pulaski Park neighborhood. Their daughter Betty A. Bykowski 
(mother) married Michael M. Byczek in 1974 at St. Helen’s on Augusta and Oakley in Chicago. They have two children,  
Michael E. Byczek (the eldest) and Katherine S. Byczek, both born in the Bridgeport neighborhood. 

Google Maps (Podlaskie Voivodeship in north-eastern Poland):  

• Puńsk is a village and seat of the Gmina Puńsk in the Sejny County. It is located only 5 km from the border with Lithuania. 
• Krasnopol is a village in Sejny County. It is the seat of the gmina called Gmina Krasnopol. 
• Kaletnik is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Szypliszki, within Suwałki County 
• Sejny is a town in north-eastern Poland and the capital of Sejny County, close to the northern border with Lithuania and Belarus 
• Rudawka is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Krasnopol, within Sejny County 
• Smolany is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Puńsk, within Sejny County 
• Żubronajcie is a village in the administrative district of Gmina Krasnopol, within Sejny County 

Michael E. Byczek has been compiling actual records for the Puńsk, Krasnopol, Sejny, and Kaletnik Catholic churches over the 
past ten or more years through direct messages to diocese archives, access to digitized microfilm, and online resources (i.e. 
records from Polish archives). He has gathered an extensive collection of documents. This compiled documentary is an accurate 
source of genealogy for Bartholomew Zawadzki and Eva Kadysz. 

Feel free to send a message for more information or genealogy collaboration. 

Michael E. Byczek 
Illinois Attorney and Real Estate Broker 
Chicago, IL (United States) 

1st Edition: 4/25/2026 

michael@byczek.pro 
https://michaelbyczek.pro 
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