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Colonel Roosevelt and Company "A"
Sergeant Don Neely, "A" Company, in a letter to his

father, Dr. John R. Neely of Spokane, Washington, described
his visit to the grave of Lieutenant Quentin Roosevelt dur-
ing the Chateau-Thierry drive. His father, a friend of the
late Colonel and himself the father of four sons in the Serv-
ice, forwarded the letter to Colonel Roosevelt and received
the following reply

:

THE KANSAS CITi' STAR
Office of

Theodore Roosevelt
New York Office

347 Madison Avenue

September 16, 1918.

My Dear Dr. Neely:

I thank you for your letter and I appreciate what your
son Donald said of Quentin's grave. I heartily congratulate
you on what your four sons are doing. I send them my re-

gards and the expression of my admiration.

With high regard,

Faithfully yours,

THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

N. B.—One of the Neelys was later killed while

frying.
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DEDICATION

To Our Buddies:

Members of the American Ex-

peditionary Forces, who gave their

lives that civilization might live,

this volume is respectfully dedicated.

t
<4l«h.

An Unknown Buddie's Grave
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MISS NEYSA /ll'fJIt y^ Y. M. C. A.. A. E. F.

Cover Designer of the Saturday Evening Post



AND BUDDIES
On the Road, France, Sept. 24, 1918.

Company "A" 23rd Engrs.,

Late of Camp Snelling,

And our favorite audience:

Hello, all you old dears.

We've been picking up the thread of your recent history from any
number of sources, after weeks of hearing nothing from or about you,

we suddenly began running into members and friends of your outfit at

every turn. In the last town we were stationed at, who should come to

"call" on us but McKee recently detailed, as you know, to some head-
quarters company effect. It was really quite amusing. We had a lovely

little French garden behind the house we were billeted in, and I ambled
home that day with a hopeful young captain who had volunteered to

carry my bundles up from the Y. We trailed out into the garden and
there sat Neysa and two privates, who turned out to be McKee and a
youngster named Cody from another Engineer outfit. Our delight at

hearing about you all was not feigned, and the captain, after watching
the situation for about five minutes, turned and beat it. He was a nice

captain, in his way, too.

Next thing we give a show in a large and splendiferous hut, and just

as I am well launched, going my strongest, a voice howls forth from the
back of the house, "Hit me and take it." That turned out to be an
itinerant member of Company "B." But how ones little sins do haunt
one. Is that episode of the Sergeant's tent going to dog my footsteps
now through my whole life. Me eye.

Next, after a long jaunt all over France in a machine, we arrive
here to make our headquarters for another circuit. We pull up at our
Y headquarters looking for mail, and there stands a motorcycle and side

car containing some. Cody and Corporal Jones (late of Black-Jack fame).
We had a good talk, though there was too much going on in the way of
hunting billets, seeing Y directors, etc., to have much peace of mind.
However, we expect to play a camp where we'll see all that detail some-
time this week. I hear that Sergt. Murphy now describes Company 'A"
as "Shock troops," * * * what do you think of that? Oh Murphy,
and that before twelve o'clock noon. * * » What is our pet com-
pany coming to? If I hear any more tales like that, I shall begin to
believe that I am personally responsible for having started Black-Jack
and the Devil careering through Company "A." "Oh list, while I tell

you of the blighter that blighted my life," you'll sing with a new meaning.
I must relate our history for a bit, too. We've taken on another

girl who is a whiz. She sketches, too, and does a number of surprising
things. In fact, we almost have a real true show now. I wish we could
do it for you toot sweet. That wish is not such a wild possibility, either.

We have a fairly accurate idea of where you now are and it is not impos-
sible that our next circuit will be in that vicinity. Mud has set in, as
you may have noticed, and we've collected a fine lot of it. On Sunday
afternoon we took a half holiday and went horseback riding, which was
great, but as we hadn't any of us ridden for ages, we've had to have our
meals served on a mantlepiece ever since. Seriously, though, I guess
life has had its ups and downs for you all lately—perhaps principally
downs. But this thing isn't going to last forever. Whatever else you
may do, don't for goodness sake lose the splendid morale your outfit had
when we visited it. You were one of the corkingest crowds we have ever
met, and we want to go on being proud of you, as long as we're over
here. Miss McMein sends her best. Au revoir—soon.

Yours always devotedly,

JANE.
Letter of Miss Jane Bulley, Y. M. C. A. Worker, A. E. F.
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An Appreciation

—Men—Shake Hands with a Regular Skipper

We thought we knew him and we knew we liked him ; but we never
could seem to know what he actually thought of us. In Burley we knew
his lot was hard, his trials many, we now know what his speech at

Snelling meant. He put his own advancement aside and our "misguided"
desires to the fore. And you all know now, how we lived to regret that
change. Had we a man of his caliber and capabilities at our head we
could have all "reaped the harvest" First Army Engineers Headquarters
offered us at Ussy, nor would the confusion above the Marne or the blun-

ders of the Argonne craters have occurred—but that's all History now.
We were enabled to have him back and believe us the change meant no
regret this time.

And now—while we, the History committee, were getting grey figur-

ing out a finance scheme, the following postcard, silently but "you can't

tell 'em" how gratefully, dropped in

—

306 Whitney Bldg., N. 0., La., Jan. 7, 1920.

My dear Stack:

Yours of the fourth just received and am glad to hear from
you. Sorry about the delay with Co. History.

If you haven't yet succeeded in financing the proposition let me
know "toot sweet" and I will try to arrange same. Best regards.

Yours in haste,

A. S. HACKETT.

Men—Read our Effort and thank the Skipper—All MAN and a
Regular Fellow.

THE COMMITTEE.
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OUR SKIPPER

CAPTAIN A. S. HACKETT, C. of E.

Comroanding Officer "A" Company, 23rd Engineers, A. E. F.
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The Engineers

When the convoy crawls on a long white road,

Straight to the blazing line,

While the drivers nod as they guide their load

On where the star shells shine.

If a "two-ten" drops with a roaring crash,

The big trucks cease to roll,

And the C. 0. growls as he views the smash
And swears at the ten-foot hole

!

"Job for the Engineers

—

Bring up the wrecking crew,

Shovel and pick will do the trick.

Then we can go on through."
They're on the spot, you bet:

Soon, with a clash of gears.

We're on the way, for the road's 0. K.,

Fixed by the Engineers!

When the storm troops wait at the river banks.
And each stone bridge is blown.

And the stream's too deep for the fat old tanks.

And pontoons must be thrown
Where the water boils with the shell and shot.

It's "Engineers, 'toot sweet,'
"

They will lose one-half of the men they've got.

But build that bridge, complete.

"Job for the Engineers

—

Never you mind the loss.

Fritz has a hate, but the troops can't wait:

See that they get across.

You won't get no rewards.
Hear any shouts or cheers,

Bring up your mob, for here's a job

—

Job for the Engineers."

Oh, they mend the wire where it guards the front

;

They dig the dugouts deep.

And to tunnel mines is their steady stunt

—

Like moles that get no sleep.

They take their chance where the gas clouds lurk.

And I'll say it appears
That darn small glory and beaucoup work
Comes to the Engineers.

"Job for the Engineers

—

Something that 'can't be done,'
"

Nevertheless they'll do it, yes;
That's how they get their fun.

Armed with a kit of tools.

Careless of hopes or fears,

Big jobs or small, you simply call

—

Call for the Engineers.

—By Berton Braley.
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PREFACE
This book is written expressly for the members of Company "A,"

23rd Engineers (Highway), who volunteered their services to the gov-

ernment upon its call for men of skill in Engineering Work for early

service Overseas, during the Great World War—1914-19.

It follows the Company in all its undertakings from its official organ-
ization, through France and then back to the States, until the time of

being mustered out.

The story is based on actual facts, and happenings as they actually

occurred and as observed by us in our own way. No endeavor is made
to fill the reader with cock and bull stories. It is our own. If perchance
the reader should not be identified with our little command, we trust

that you may view the related experiences with as much zeal as we
heartily engaged in them.

The cartoons exhibited are creations of two of our talented men ; the
photographs were made by our own photographers, the engravings are

a product of our engraver; many stories and saying are of our own
origination and in each article or write-up is displayed a characteristic

individuality of the writer.

The Diary will furnish a chronological record of happenings, and
will probably call back to mind many thoughts of scenes in France.

We feel that the work we have done has been very essential in this

war or movement, for much has depended upon the condition of roads
over which motorized and horse-drawn transports could function the
better toward the ultimate end.

During our sojourn in France, we were in the Zone of Advance, near
the Fighting Front, until the signing of the Armistice, and have seen
the operations of many of the divisions that were actually engaged in

Front-line work. Here we may quote Major Wm. M. Acheson, formerly
Division Engineer and Chief of Road Service of the Advance Section of

American Army, speaking before the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Major Wm. M. Acheson was formerly Division Engineer and Chief
of Road Service of the Advance Section of American Armies.

"The work of the American Engineers was as great a revelation as

the American soldier in France. The stone crushers and steam shovels

had them hypnotized. It would sound like a fairy tale if I told you how
much was accomplished by young American manhood over there. You
know the Engineers don't get half the credit they deserve.

"The Engineers are the boys who are up in front laying barbed-
wire, staking out trenches and other advance work that has to be done
before the doughboys get in. And the Engineers certainly saw action."

"The first American technical troops to get to the front were Com-
panies "A" and "C", 23rd Engineers. They arrived in France last Janu-
ary and were on the front ten days after their arrival.

The particular work we did was the surface work for air fields,

building tank centers and constructing motor transportation parks, be-

sides keeping the roads in shape to the Base and Camp Hospitals and
keeping the line of communication open.

"The importance of our work can be best realized by the quotation
from a note written to the Commanding Officer, Lines of Communica-
tions, Advance Section, by the General of the First Division of the Amer-
ican Expeditionary Forces, behind which the road-builders were at work,
as follows:

" 'I was very hard pressed in the Sector (Toul) on account of the
terrible roads, daily growing worse under hard usage. It was necessary
to act quickly and directly with G. H. Q. Your men are doing good
work. They are really saving the situation.'

"

Also we re-constructed and repaired the roads over
which the Army of Occupation marched through toward the Rhine, and
maintained their lines of communication.

We, therefore, feel justified in relating our story, in our own way,
as we have observed the happenings. LT. GEO. P. TRAX.
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Only a Volunteer

Why didn't I wait to be drafted,

And led to the train by a band,

Or put in a claim for exemption

;

Oh, why did I hold up my hand?

Why didn't I wait for the banquet?
Why didn't I wait to be cheered?

For the drafted men get all the credit,

While I only volunteered.

And nobody gave me a banquet,
Nobody gave me a kind word.

The puff of the engine, the grind of the wheels,

Was all the good-by that I heard.

Then off to the training camp I hustled

To be trained for the next half year.

And in the shuffle forgotten

—

I was only a volunteer.

But perhaps some day in the future.

When my little boy sits on my knee
And asks what I did in the struggle,

And his little eyes look up at me,

I will have to look into those eyes,

That at me so trustfully peer.

And say that I wasn't drafted
BUT THAT I WAS A VOLUNTEER.

—Author Unknown.
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Co. *'A'' 23rd Engineers, A. E. F.

Its Formation and Growth on This Side

The 23rd Regiment of Engineers was or-

ganized by special order of the War Depart-

ment to function as a Highway unit on con-

struction, reconstruction, repair and main-

tenance of Highways. Men of Engineering
skill and experience were demanded. Adver-
tisements were inserted in many technical

journals of the U. S. In fact many personal

letters were written to the technical organ-

izations of the different States, asking for

such. This brought forth many men of high
caliber from every State in the Union, who
more or less had been connected with High-
way construction.

On October 5th, 1917, a small body of re-

cruits arrived at Camp Meade, Md., and
were assigned to Company "A," 23rd En-
gineers, with Lieut. Thomas Hampton in

charge and C. S. Wilson, acting Top Ser-

geant. The men were quartered in Barrack
P. 19. The end of that day of organization

found Company "A" composed of one First

Lieutenant, one acting Top Sergeant and 35
men.
The following few days men were coming

in and soon our company numbered 150
strong. Mess was furnished by Conrpany
"D," of our regiment, until the civilian cooks
could whip a few of our men into shape, so

that we could open up our own mess.
Passes were granted to one-third the com-

pany for Saturday and Sundays, which
proved a great treat for the boys, who had
never before been under military discipline.

Capt. Beyers on October 12th, 1917, as-

sumed command of Company "A." All passes

were stopped and the company settled down
to long hours of drills and hikes.

Ashley, acting Top Sergeant, was soon
transferred to Company "C" and Grymes,
Jr., took his place, and on November 1st,

1917, was made Top Sergeant. C. J. Cooper
was made acting Mess Sergeant and from
that time on our mess fund accumulated.
On October 23rd, 1917, our company, num-

bering 160 men, assembled at Regimental
Headquarters and were reclassified. Com-
pany "A" coming out of the melee with 78
men, 14 of them new.
The company was issued new Springfields

on October 25th and on the 27th had our
first inspection by Capt. Beyers, who not

only inspected our guns but showed us how
to wear our campaign hats in a military
style.

Our course of training was not as long as
the majority of other organizations, for

about the time we had learned how to be a
soldier, what was meant by discipline and
how to handle the rifle and fire we left for

overseas.

Many of us, however, will remember those

first days when we discarded our civilian

clothes and dressed up in "0. D.'s." On
the drill field we were forever forgetting our
right foot from our left nor could we tell a
"buck" from an oft'icer, but, nevertheless, we
were then one of the "volunteer outfits" and
had resigned ourselves to meet the condi-
tions as we found them. Also we were con-
tinuously bothered with the Medical Depart-
ment, who were attempting to give us in-

numerable "shots in the arm" for typhoid,
measles, scarlet fever and many other dis-

eases that are expected of children in gram-
mar school ; in fact, we were in quarantine
for measles and mumps 75 per cent of our
stay at Camp Meade and Laurel.

While those never-to-be-forgotten inspec-

tions and battalion reviews, the long hours
of standing in the snow with heavy packs,

in fact we stood until several of the boys
would drop to the ground from sheer cold

and fatigue—the long hikes through mud
and rain—any and every possible method be-

ing used to put us into shape for the time
when we would be overseas.

This hard and active training soon weeded
out those who could not endure the strain,

and when our company appeared before the
Medical Department at Jersey City they re-

marked that without doubt this company
was in better shape than any other outfit

that had heretofore appeared.

Just a glance over the enlisted personnel of

our company shows we have 40 per cent who
are graduated from technical colleges 30 per

cent who pursued other college courses, 20
per cent who were practical highway engi-

neers with 4 to 14 years' practical experi-

ence, and the remaining 10 per cent were
more than proficient in their selected voca-

tions. These 260 men covered 60 profes-

sions and each in his line of work, when
called upon, could make good and finish the

work that was required of him. This is the

type of men who answered the "No Pick

and Shovel Ads" of the 23rd Engineers

—

and Our Diary which follows tells the rest.
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THE DIARY
Nov. 11—Cool and Fair. The first detach-

ment left for the rifle range. They reached
the half way point at 7:30 P. M. and
made camp. They slept on the ground,
having no tents. All were terribly tired.

While on the way a woman gave them
apples and the boys cheered her. Ten
recruits were assigned to the company.
Company "A" starts a mess for all re-

cruits.

Nov. 12—Cold and Fair. The bunch on the
way to the rifle range continuerd their

hike this morning. They received apples
and other fruit at two places along the
way from kindly women. Cheers. We
marched through Annapolis at "Atten-
tion" and shortly reached an arm of the
Chesapeake Bay, where the company was
halted and everybody washed their feet.

While marching through Annapolis, a

baker gave the boys some bread. It sure
was good. At first the water felt good,
but soon after their feet began to swell

and that made matters worse. They ar-

rived at the range about noon, all tired

out. The Naval authorities at the range
gave us a meal and apologized for it tell-

ing us the mess would get better from
day to day. Immediately after mess the
bunch went out to the range to begm
their practice. One detail was left in

camp to erect tents.

Nov. 13—Cool and Fair. At the range.
Part of the boys were put on the firing

line, while the others were sent to the
butt3 to operate the targets. Nobody
likes «nis detail, as it is very cold in the
butts with nothing more exciting to do
than listen to the bullets tearing through
the targets. The boys at Camp Meade
drilled all day. A roadmaster of the B.
& 0. railroad got away with a lot of booze
from the incoming recruits.

Nov. 14—Fair and Cold. At the range. A
pie wagon visited camp and did a rush-
ing business, even the off'icers hit the
line. It was a life saver. At Camp Meade:
Two of our boys were transferred to the
27th Engineers, which is just being or-

ganized. Drilled all day.

Nov. 15—Cold. The bunch at the rifle range
practiced as usual today. Sergt. Peak in
taking a detail over to Annapolis for a
bath, lined them up in the dark and gave
them "Ptight Dress" and "Cover Off."

Nov. 16—Clear. At Camp Meade the com-
pany drilled all day and had movies in the
evening. Lieut. Rossell is assigned to
Company "A."

Nov. 17—Fair and Cold. The boys at Camp
Meade stood inspection and had the re-

mainder of the day off. The Army can-
teen is busy today. All are buying many
supplies. We saw a boxing match at the
Y. M. C. A. in the evening.

Nov. 18—Fair and Cold. The second bunch
left for the rifle range today. Nobody
fell out on the hike to Annapolis. Camp
Meade is full of visitors. We signed up
for government insurance.

Nov. 19—Cold and Cloudy. The second
bunch arrived at the rifle range at 1 :30
P. M. The first bunch at the range
leaves for Camp Meade. On the way
back, the officers lost their way. They
inquired the way from a little girl eight
years old, who did not know, so one of
the officers wanted to know why she
didn't know. He almost scared the kid
to death. On the last lap of the hike,
Lieut. Page set a terrific pace, and when
the men arrived at the half-way camp
they were worn out and wet with per-
spiration. After mess the boys were is-

sued pup tents and managed to get theih
up. Companies "B" and "E" of the 23rd
arrived at the camp in the evening. It

was very cold all night.

Nov. 20—Cold and Cloudy. This morning
the bunch left the half-way camp, and
started the last lap towards Camp Meade.
A hot pace was set. The men are about
all in and foot sore. Near Camp Meade
the detail halted, and the men immedi-
ately made a stampede for a little store
nearby and bought the place out of cook-
ies, etc. A good dinner was served them
on their arrival at camp. At the rifle

range, the boys in the second bunch be-
gan their practice. They also got passes
to Annapolis to take a bath.

Nov. 21—Clear and Cold. The company
drills most of the day. The men are vac-
cinated. We have a cari^enter detail box-
ing supplies for the trip across.

Nov. 22—Cold and Clear. The company
drills all day. Weeks becomes King of
the K. P.'s. Fourteen new recruits are
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assigned to the company. The carpenter

detail is at work.

Nov. 23—Fair and Cool. The company
drills. Orders are received for us to move.

We pack up and are ready to move at an
hour's notice. We waited all day in the

barracks. Guards are posted and the men
are not allowed to leave the barracks.

Four men are transferred to the 28th En-
gineers, just being organized. We went
to bed with our clothes on and our packs

rolled.

Nov. 24—Cold. We are ordered to unpack.

We have drill and inspection of arms in

the barracks.

Nov. 25—Fair and Cool. We set up stoves

in the barracks. Fifteen Company "A"
men are transferred to Company "C."

Nov. 26—Cold and Windy. The company is

reorganized. We are drilled by Capt.

Beyers. Lieut. Hampton drills the com-
pany in the afternoon.

Nov. 27—Snowed all day. Company "A"
is in quarantine, no one is permitted to

leave the barracks. Our blankets and
bedding are aired. Windows and doors

must be kept open. The rookies are is-

sued rifles and taught the Manual of

Arms.

Nov. 28—Cold and Cloudy. Three inches

of snow is on the ground. A call for vol-

unteers to cook the Thanksgiving dinner

is made. Several of the boys worked all

night baking turkeys. We drilled in the

morning, and went through the Manual of

Arms near the barracks. The company is

inspected by the M. D. for signs of mea-
sles. We were issued haversacks, and
those who have not been to the range,

were shown how to roll packs.

Nov. 29—Clear and Mild. It is Thanksgiv-
ing day. The company has the day off.

We had dinner at 1:00 P. M. Just be-

fore dinner we were serenaded by the
band. Here is the menu for dinner:

Turkey and oyster dressing.

Cranberry sauce.

Salad and pickles.

Nuts and fruits.

Pie.

Jam and jellies.

One turkey was given to a squad. The
mess hall was all decorated. Cigars and
cigarettes were given out. Speeches were
made by Top Sergt. Grymes, Sergt. Ryder,
Lieut. Hampton, Weeks and others. Our
Lydia Pinkham Quartet rendered many

songs. It was one grand time. We are
still quarantined for measles, which no-
body ever had.

Nov. 30—Rain all day. We are inspected
again by the M. D. The third bunch was
ready to leave for the rifle range with
their packs and everything fixed up, after
"standing to" for twenty minutes, they
were told to unpack and fall out for drill.

We had a long hike in the rain by a
short, fat, little Lieutenant. We hiked
two miles below Admiral and back, cov-
ering over ten miles. We were soaked
with rain and covered with mud when
we got back to the barracks. But—we
had met Shorty.

Dec. 1—Fair and Mild. We received our
third "shot in the arm" today. We stood
inspection of rifles and quarters. The
company drilled in the afternoon.

Dec. 2—Fair and Mild. The bunch to go
to the range packed up again with orders
to be ready to leave at 8:00 A. M. They
stayed jmcked all day and were not al-

lowed to leave the barracks. They had
not left by evening and so unpacked.

Dec. 3—Cold. A heavy frost last night. We
had an hour of setting up exercise this

morning, then we drilled with rifles. A
long lecture with illustrations on Formal
Guard Moimt was given by Lieut. Kern.

Dec. 4—Fair and Cold. The second bunch
at the range returns to Camp Meade and
is put in quarantine in the lower part of

the barracks. The third bunch, 99 men,
finally left for the range. They went in

trucks instead of hiking. At the exit of

the camp they were stopped by an M. P.

who did not want to leave them pass.

They finally got away.

Dec. 5—Fair and Cold. The company is

drilled. We have a detail packing regi-

mental supplies ; consisting of picks, shov-
els, harness, etc.

Dec. 6—Cloudy and Cold. The boys at the
rifle range erect a mess hall. The com-
pany is drilled. Our detail is still boxing
supplies.

Dec. 7—Fair and Cold. The company drills.

A detail is making field desks. One ser-

geant is made. The company has a meet-
ing for genera! discussion. "Lieut. Vege-
tables" makes his famous speech entitled,

"In this warm climate we should have
more vegetables." Dixie and Kaylor also

speak.
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L>ec. 8—Rain and snow all day. The detail

is still making field desks. Inspection of

rifles and quarters was held.

Dec. 9—Sunday—Fair and Cold. Terribly

windy. The ground is frozen. The com-
pany has the day off'. Everybody is

washing clothes.

Dec. 10—Clear and Cold. Windy. It was
too cold for the boys on the range to

shoot. The company tries to drill. Our
carpenter detail is working.

Dec. 11—Cold and Windy. The company
drills. The carpenter detail is working".

Dec. 12—Snow. The company drills and
takes a long hike. Everybody i.s soaked
to the skin on their return. The detail is

still on carpenter work.

Dec. 13—Snow and Rain. Boys on rifle

range shoot their final course. They
went to Annapolis in the evening to

bathe. Capt. Beyers is transferred from
the company. Our oft'icial personnel is

three captains, one 1st lieutenant and
one 2nd lieutenant. The company is a
training school for all incoming officers.

Capt. Hackett is in command of the
company.

Dec. 14—Clear and Cold. The company
drills. A detail is on carpenter work.

Dec. 15—Cloudy and Cold. Rain. The mea-
sles quarantine is lifted. Capt. Beyers
leaves the company and Capt. Hackett as-

sumes command. J. A. Murphy gives
three cheers for Capt. Beyers. Christ-
mas packages begin to arrive.

Dec. 16—Cloudy and Cold. Company "A"
men are coaching Company "B" men on
the rifle range. The third bunch returns
to Camp Meade. Two inches of snow is

on the ground. Lieut. Watson is attached
to the company.

Dec. 17—Clear and Cold. We had drill in
skirmish foiTnation today. Lieut. Kern
takes the men who qualified on the range
out to the estimate distances to complete
their course. Pond got up for reveille for
the first time.

Dec. 18—Clear and Cold. We had a pack
inspection lasting one hour, in the snow.
Several of the fellows dropped from cold
exhaustion. We drilled for review in the
afternoon.

Dec. 19—Cold and Cloudy. The men were
taken to watch the relieving of the guard

in a formal guard mount. We drilled and
marched for an hour to music at head-
quarters. Many of the boys are sick.

Dec. 20—Clear and Cold. The company
drilled. The carpenter detail is at work.

Dec. 21—Fair and Cold. Pay day. All beds
are moved out of doors. We also drilled.

Three men are made sergeants and one is

made a corporal.

Dec. 22—Fair and Cold. We are issued all

of our equipment. No inspection today.
We fell in at 8:30 A. M. for battalion re-

view by Major Skinner. In the after-

noon a grand review of the 79th Division
was held. We stood in line from 1:00 to

3:30 awaiting our turn to march by the
reviewing stand. It was terribly cold.

The 23rd Engineers were especially com-
mended by Secretary Baker. A bunch
left immediately after the review for a
Christmas furlough.

Dec. 23—Sunday—Cold and Cloudy. More
of the fellows leave for the holidays. The
company has the day off'.

Dec. 24—Cold and Snow. More of the boys
left on three day passes. We drilled all

day. Most of the men have bad colds.

Major Skinner drilled the battalion this
afternoon. It made a poor showing.
Part of the company is on guard.

Dec. 25—Clear and Cold. We have a fine

Chi'istmas dinner; turkey with all the
trimmings. Lieut. Hampton and wife
dine with the boys. The Red Cross gives
out kits. Part of the company is on
guard.

Dec. 26—Terribly Cold and Windy. The
company drills. The carpenter detail is

at work.

Dec. 27—Cold and Clear. We have company
drill. The carpenter detail is working.

Dec. 28—Snow. The company drills. The
company hiked ten miles lead by Shorty.
We had skirmish drill in the afternoon,
and then a battalion review before Major
Stickney. When we came back from drill

the entire company was put on a wood
detail. Many of the men have bli.stei-ed

and sore feet.

Dec. 29—Cold. We move to Laurel, Md.
Details in charge of Sergt. Rider are fix-

ing camp. We eat in the open, the food
freezes in the mess kit. We sleep on the
floor of an old cotton mill, with two blan-
kets apiece. The first night we had no
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guards posted. Major Stickney walks

around and is given no challenge. He
gives the officers Hell.

Dec. 30—Cold. 8° below. Fahey goes to

Baltimore; he gets back late and is given

K. P. duty for on the boat, which turned

out to be a snap job. We carried our

barrack bags from the dining hall to the

old mill. We had supper in our new mess
hall, which was at one time an exhibit

hall for the Laurel State Fair.

Dec. 31—Fair and Very Cold. We have de-

tails building showers, tents and working
around the mess hall. Sergt. Ryder is

in charge of all details, and rates two
dog-robbers. A dance was given at the

Masonic Hall for our boys. Everyone had
a good time.

Jan. 1—Clear and Cold. Ten degrees below
zero. Our detail putting up tents, built

a platform for the first tent, and nearly

wore the tent out putting it up and tak-

ing it down again and again. Sergt.

Ryder thinks he knows it all. Another
dance was given in Laurel but only a

few of the favorites were given passes

to attend. Our New Years' dinner con-

sisted of boiled cabbage, boiled potatoes

with the skins on, beef stew, tea without
sugar and cream. The guards around the

camp are working a one hour stand on
account of it being so cold.

Jan. 2—Clear and Cold. Four degrees be-

low. Details are still working on the

tents. They are also fixing up the mess
hall, building tables, etc. Charlie Ralston

is on "Sky Hook's" shower detail. In

Laurel we had a bowling contest with

Company "B" 2nd. Company "A" won
with 243 points in two games. Lieut.

Davis is officer of the day.

Jan. 3—Cloudy and Cold. Everybody is

broke. We answered to the Muster Roll

today. We are doing pick and shovel

work; the ground is frozen so hard that

we have to thaw it out before any work
can be done. More tents arrived for the

regiment. We have a detail unloading

cars of lumber for the tent floors.

Jan. 4—Clear and Cold. Details are build-

ing tent floors and unloading cars of

lumber.

Jan. 5—Clear and Cold. Four degrees be-

low. Details worked until dark building

tent floors. One hundred fifty floors were
finished. A lieutenant and detail worked
all day setting up one tent for a model.

Thirty picked men were allowed to attend
a dance in Laurel. The Masonic Order at
Laurel invites all Masons in our company
to attend their meeting.

Jan. 6—Sunday—Clear and Cold. The men
were invited to attend the M. E. Church
in Laurel. The company worked all day.
Sergt. Ryder wanted to know if we were
aware that we were at war. Walker is

Ryder's dog-robber and detective. Dy-
kema's religion is not strong enough to

make him get up at 5:00 A. M. to attend
church.

Jan. 7—Snow. We worked until after 6:00
P. M. as the tent floors had to be finished.

We got them all up but a few.

Jan. 8—Clear and Cold. Windy. Details
put up more tents. Our rifles are taken
from us.

Jan. 9—Very Cold. The company moved
into the tents today. Companies "E" and
"F" arrive in Laurel, they moved into

the mill. Rumors say that we are to

leave next week. Details are putting up
tents for the other companies.

Jan. 10
—

"\'ery Cold. Snow flurries. Com-
pany "C" moves from Washington Bar-
racks to Laurel.

Jan. 11—Rain and Snow. We receive a
medical examination. It is supposed to

be our firal examination. A big detail

in charge of Lieut. Hampton is sent up
town. Jake Knauf is put under arrest.

Jake said, "It sure was good." We are
now feedmg companies "E" and "C" and
it is hard to get enough to eat.

Jan. 12—Snow. Terribly cold. Lieut. Hamp-
ton takes another bunch of fellows to

Laurel. All of our equipment is checked.
We receive another medical examination.
All lacking equipment is issued. All dress
shoes are turned in. Rumors say that

we are going over.

Jan. 13—Fair and Cold. We empty bed
ticks and carry barrack bags and packs
to the Race Track for the final inspection.

The inspection only lasted for three hours.

We were to be ready to leave at noon, but
shortly after evening mess we were or-

dered to unpack and go to bed. At 9:30
P. M. we were routed out of bed, all

thought we were going to leave, but were
only issued our identification tags.

Jan. 14—Snow and Cold. New rifles are

issued to the company. Another medical
examination was held. Will they never



COMPANY "A" 23rd ENGINEERS 19

end? The company was taken out to

drill after the examination. Colonel John-

ston visited around the tents at 9:30 in

the evening. He asked the men how they
were getting along. Fine, of course!

Sergts. Grymes, Ryder and Robinson left

for Camp Meade today to take examina-
tion for a commission.

Jan. 15—Rained hard. First aid equipment
is issued. All our belongings were marked
with our company number, etc. We re-

ceived a dental inspection. Outgoing mail

is stopped. We had the day off.

Jan. 16—Cold and Showers. The company
is divided into platoons. The -1th Platoon
is called the "Misfits." Lieut Windsor
is attached to the company. Our Regi-
mental Band arrived at Laurel today from
Camp Meade. The company drilled. The
mess is poor.

Jan. 17—Cold. Another medical examina-
tion was held! At 6:00 P. M. our bag-
gage car with ten men and Lieut. Safford

aboard left for the port of embarkation.
Another pack inspection was on the pro-

gramme today. We remained packed up
after it was over. The company partook
of a mighty slim mess with company "L"
in the evening. At 9:00 o'clock Lieut.

Hampton came around and told the men
to unpack and make themselves com-
fortable.

Jan. 18—Snow. Terribly cold. We received
our pay today; it sure was welcome. We
also stood another pack inspection. It

was decided the short pack should be
made. We ate dinner in our old mess
hall, served by company "E." It was
very good.

Jan. 19—Cold. We drilled in the morn-
ing and then had tv\o medical inspections.
A platoon review was held before Majoi
Stickney and Col. Johnson—the review
was punk—the reason was because \v'c

had to stand and wait in the cold until

our feet and hands were almost frozen.

Jan. 20—Snow. The company drilled in the
morning and was reviewed by Maj. Gen.
Nickolson. We passed 0. K. The general
said we were the best trained men he had
reviewed so far. After the review we
were issued ammunition, and Capt. Hack-
ett made a little address. At 5:30 P. M.
we boarded the train, consisting of 18
cars with 55 men to the car. In the
coaches, the blinds were drawn and no
one was permitted to look out of the win-

dows. Guards were also posted at the
doors, in order to keep every one inside

of that particular coach. In Baltimore
the train stopped and we were fed. We
were given a bunch of frozen tomatoes.
News butchers bothered us and the Major
took one basket from a fellow and threw
it into the bay. After leaving Baltimore,
the train was split in two sections, and
traveled so, for the rest of the trip.

ON THE BOAT

Jan. 21—Cold. We arrived in Jersey City
in the early morning, and after standing
around for some time, we went through
the quarantine station. Then we stood
around with our packs on for five hours
and were not allowed to speak to a soul.

At 11 :00 A. M. we boarded a special

ferry, the Plainfield Ferry Boat at Pier
No. 3, and were taken across to Hobo-
ken. At 12:00 o'clock we boarded the
U.S.S. Huron, formerly the Frederick de
Grosse. The crew was camouflaging the
ship. We were assigned to quarters in

D.D. deck or Hell's Half Acre. We had
a lot of trouble in finding the mess line.

Jan. 22—Cold and Snow. We loafed around
the ship all day. The boys wrote letters
home to be mailed upon our arrival in

France. The ship is covered with snow
and seems like a ghost. Coal, mail and
baggage is being loaded on the boat. We
had breakfast at 8:00 A. M. and supper
at 2:00 P. M. and were ordered below at
7:00 P. M.

Jan. 23—Cloudy and Cold. Capt. Hackett
gave the boys a Victrola, it was a pres-
ent from his wife to the company. We
are getting only two meals a day. Every-
one is taking life comparatively easy.
The following details were made out: (1)
Fire control. (2) Submarine watch. (3)
Engine room detail. (4) Cook detail.

(5) Carpenter detail. (6) Plumber de-
tail. (7) Steam watch. At 4:30 a tug
towed us down into the bay, where we
dropped anchor at 5:30 P. M. We passed
the "Statue of Liberty" just at sunset,
it was a beautiful sight. The convoy was
made up and came to anchor in the South
Bay, all men were ordered below, no one
being permitted above after dark.

Jan. 24—Cold. "They are off." At 2:00
A. M. the convoy was in formation and
started the voyage with the U. S. Man-of-
War North Carolina escorting us. The
transports Tenadora, Mallery, Henderson
and the Huron made up the convoy.
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Jan. 25—Cold. We are making 12.5 knots

per hour. The boys had a heated inter-

state argument to pass the time. We
also had an "Abandon Ship" drill. Little

"Mac" is the first victim to sea-sickness.

We sighted a school of porpoise. Some
one thought they were submarines. The
ocean is smooth.

Jan. 26—The sea is very rough. All the

tables were upset and the mess was spilt

all over the floor. The boys had a song
festival and played the Victrola. Our
company goes on guard, furnishing 106

men. All matches, flash lights, candles,

etc., are taken away from us. We are

even forbidden to wear watches with il-

luminating dials on deck at night.

Jan. 27—The sea is rough. We passed our

first ship and Murphy yelled out, "Strange
ship in the offing." The convey scattered

and the cruiser challenged the strange
ship. We had a fire drill at 2:00 P. M.
Chicken was served for dinner.

Jan. 28—Rain in the morning. We sighted

another school of porpoise, it is very in-

teresting to watch them playing about.

The ship receives an S. O. S. from a sink-

ing ship. We passed an oil tanker in the

morning. Sergt. Knauf collects all the

U. S. collar buttons. Last night we
passed the U.S.S. Texas, headed towards
the States. We also saw a school of fly-

ing fish. The company is still on guard.
Rough weather.

Jan. 29—Terribly Stormy. Cold. At 2:00
P. M. the ship gave a list and everything
went flying in every direction. Oranges
were served with our mess.

Jan. 30—The ocean is rough. The ships are

sailing in zig-zag course. We had an-
other boat drill. It rained a little and is

cold.

Jan. 31—Showers of rain. The weather is

swell and the water smooth. Another
boat drill was called. Lieut. Kern gives
us a lecture on "French Women."

Feb. 1—Weather is fine. We passed a trans-

port bound towards the States. The pay
roll was signed again. Our convoy misses
the toiijedo boat convoy. We are ordered
to .sleep with our clothes on, and a life

belt and canteen of water handy.

Feb. 2—The weather was stormy in the
afternoon. We sighted a tramp steamer,
which our cruiser immediately challenged.
Another boat drill was given. Today we
enter the "Danger Zone." The convoy

is running slow. We receive a wireless

of a sinking English ship. We spent a
pleasant Ground Hog Day.

Feb. 3—Terribly stormy. It is pretty tough
living down in Hell's Half Acre. The ship
is circling around and around, waiting
for the convoy. We passed a torpedo
that had failed to hit its mark. Ham was
served for dinner, it sure was good.

Feb. 4—Clear and Windy. We sighted our
convoy of eight torpedo boats at 6:30
A. M. The cruiser North Carolma left

us at 9:00 A. M. bound back to the
States. The boys cheei'ed her as she
passed.

Feb. 5t—Weather fine. Two Hun sub-

marines were sighted by the Naval Com-
mander at daybreak. He expected us to

be torpedoed. Land was sighted at 8:22
A. M. Everybody is happy. In the har-
bor we saw two French submarines, they
are wicked looking things. We anchored
in the outer bay, and almost immediately
the boat was surrounded by little boats
containing mademoiselles who were look-

ing for surplus change. The French Har-
bor Authorities came aboard the ship and
also some Q. M. coons.

Feb. 6—Fair and Mild. We were towed into

the inner harbor of Brest this morning.
More negroes came aboard to unload us.

We are ordered to pack up and be pre-

pared to land. The French Officials came
aboard again. A detail of men is sent
ashore to look after our baggage. A
heavy fog rose in the early evening.

FRANCE

Feb. 7—Rain. The company landed at 8:00
A. M. The first thing we saw was
a Ford automobile. We immediately
marched to the railroad station. On the
March the French kids would run along
side of us and ask for cigarettes. At
2:00 P. M. we left Brest for St. Nazaire.
On the train enroute we saw our first

German prisoners and made our acquaint-
ance with a beverage known as Vin Blanc.

Feb. 8—Cloudy and Showers. We traveled
all night, arriving at St. Nazaire at 5 :30

A. M. Before having breakfast we
marched three miles to Base Camp No. 1.

There we had fairly good barracks to

sleep in and were fixed up with some-
thing to eat. We were ordered to stay in

the barracks on account of Negro troub-

les. One sergeant and nineteen men were
ordered to sleep with their clothes on.
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and everybody was to have arms and am-
munition ready for instant use. We hear
news of the Tuscania being sunk. The
Y. M. C. A. gives us a reception. Hot
chocolate is issued and the 15th Infantry

Band (Colored) gives an entertamment.

Rumors say that we are to move about
the 20th of the month.

Feb. 9—Cold. We were drilled and later

stood inspection. Most of the rilies are

in bad shape owing to the salt air and
water. Capt. Hackett then delivei-ed his

address on "Wild Women." We are is-

sued seven feet of grass rope to a man
for bedding.

Feb. 10—Clear and Cool. We had a bat-

talion review in the afternoon. It was
very poor. At the Y. M. C. A. we
changed our American money into French
bills. The first dirigible we have seen, a
French one, sailed over camp today. All

ammunition is collected from the men.
Our baseball team does a little practice
work. Lieut. Saft'ord and Lieut. Kern
take part of the company over to a neigh-
boring town. Four men to a bottle of
beer.

Feb. 11—Cloudy and Cold. The following
details were sent out: (1) To work on a
dam for a reservoir that was being built

at the camp. (2) To Montoir and vicin-
ity to work on the roads. The "Y" gave
an entertainment in the evening.

Feb. 12—Cloudy and Cool. Today we moved
the whole outfit from one barracks to
another several times. At formation,
structural steel workers were asked to
step forward,—they did, and were put to
work unloading cars of steel. Our amuse-
ments in St. Nazaire consisted of being
sent to town to bathe and look around a
bit, hikes around the vicinity and such
amusement as the "Y" put on. One pic-
ture we saw showed the "Goddess of
Liberty" and it faded and a doughboy
took her place. About that time some in
the 2.Srd shouted, "Where's her pick and
shovel ?"

Feb. 13—Cool. A detail of 100 men were
sent in trucks to Montoir to work in the
freight yards, under the 17th Engineers.
We have a carpenter detail. A detail is

unloading steel rails at Montoir.

Feb. 14—Cloudy and Cold. The same de-
tails as yesterday are working. Our men
made a record building a stone kitchen.
Two hundred Ford ambulances passed
through camp on their way to the Front.

Feb. 15—Cloudy and Cold. No work was
done today. The company has a general
clean-up. The L. D. is that we move
tomorrow.

Feb. 16—Freezing. A detachment of men
went to St. Nazaire to bathe. A detail

in charge of Sylvester is repairmg the
roofs of the barracks. Murphy's detail

building a stone kitchen.

Feb. 17—Fair and Cold. The ground is

frozen. The "Y" puts on an entertain-
ment. Capt. Hackett gives us a little

talk. Lieut. Safl'ord takes a bunch for
a hike to a small town near camp. Lieut.
Hampton, the man who practically or-

ganized our company, is transferred to

Company "B." All the boys hate to see
him go, as we lost a MAN and a friend.

Feb. 18—Fair and Cold. More of the boys
went to town and took a French bath.
We were drilled for part of the day. Hart
stages a little excitement. Our A. E. F.
tags are numbered.

Feb. 19—Fair and Cool. Three days iron
ration are issued. We stood reveille by
starlight. The company went through
the drills this morniny'. Many celebrate.

THE TOUl FRONT

Feb. 20—Cool. This jnorning we were re-
issued our ammunition and sent out to
drill. In the evening we marched to St.
Nazaire and at 6:00 P. M. boarded the
train which pulled out of the yards at
8:00 P. M. On the way to the train
Company "A" met a certain French Ma-
demoiselle whom we will all remember.
It is very crowded on the train, one squad
to a section.

Feb. 21—Drizzly rain. On the train we
passed the following places: Montrchard,
where were Cliff' Dwellers; Bourre, St.
Aignan Tours. At Tours our train stopped
alongside of another train of Eng-
lish Tommies bound for Egypt. A simple
lot. We also saw some French refugees
here. Hot cofi'e, N. G., was served us here.

Feb. 22—Showers and Cold. We passed
through Dijon, where women are running
the street cars. Beaucoupe grapes and
hops are grown in this section of the
country. We then proceeded to Jean de
Home, where we had more coffee. We
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had supper in the train at Is-sur-tille

about 7 :00 P. M.

Feb. 23—Cloudy. Traveling all night, we
arrived in Toul at 4:00 A. M. Here we
saw the first signs of active warfare,

thousands of French soldiers were com-
ing in from the Front. After receivin;.',

some bad coffee from the French soldiers

we left Toul at 11:30 A. M. Our train

stopped a couple of miles from Menil-la-

Tour and we marched through the mud
and slush to the town. We stopped in town
for some time—standing around with our

packs on. We were issued our first gov-

ernment tobacco—it was old reliable Bull

Durham. Everybody was excited and
anxious to be moving, for we had seen

our first barb-wire entanglements and
could hear the guns roaring not far ahead
of us, and all wanted to see more of the

interesting sights we had read and heard
about. The company was split into

bunches of 24 men and we started to

march to Camp Burley. On the way the

M. P.'s halted us and wanted to know
where our gas masks and steel helmets
were. We didn't have any. We pro-

ceeded, however, and arrived at Camp
Burley at 6:00 P. M., where it was evei-y-

body for themselves. We were issued

canned-heat and cooked our own suppers
of red horse, tomatoes and hard tack.

Some of the fellows thought the canned-
heat was good and began to eat it. That
night the fellows slept in the mud, on
manure piles or anywhere they could

crawl. The rats were thick and especially

disturbed some fellows who tried to .sleep

in an old horse stable. After we were in

bed. the call was given for volunteers to

stand guard, 110 men were posted around
camp with Special Orders "to shoot under
no circumstances." French gas masks
were issued that evening. Camp Burley is

three kilometers from Beaumont or the
Front. It is the place where Napoleon
rejoined his army.

use. Sergt. Kern took the 1st and 5th
Platoons on a search expedition to the
Hermitage.

Feb. 24—Cool. We have our first gas mask
drill. Lieut. Saftord said, "If you hear
anything go 'pouft'' put on your ma-sk."
A detail is set to work to build ban-acks.
We had steak for supper and it sure went
good.

Feb. 25—Cloudy and Cool. Steel helmets
were issued. (Mitchell made some se-

rious introductory remarks before issu-

ing them.) Our barrack bags are brought
u]) to us. A detail of 50 men was sent to

Menil-la-Tour to assemble wagons for our

Feb. 26—Fair and Freezing. Work is

started on the Menil-la-Tour postoffice

road. Sergt. Ryder remarks to a Major,
"The only trouble I have in building roads
is getting the men to do as I tell them."
The detail assembling wagons is at work.
Today we saw our first air battle. The
guards were taken from around camp and
the 1st Platoon moved to the Hermitage.

Feb. 27—Showers and Cool. All details are
out to work. We heard our first barrage
last night, it was laid down by the Hun.
A detail is building an office for the Top
Sergeant. Stoves are installed in one of

the barracks. Material for the other bar-

racks is being brought to camp. A de-
tail was sent to Mandres Quarry, a shell

burst about 200 yards from them. An-
other detail is digging a well for water
in camp.

Feb. 28—Showers. We have a detail work-
ing in charge of Capt. Crotty, which after
working hard all morning, was allowed
only 20 minutes for noon. In the evening
we stood in line for mess so long that
the boys gave up in disgust and went to

bed without supper. Sergt. Kern is de-

tailed to watch the mess line to prevent
a riot. Many of the boys are sick and
no medical aid is given. The boys steal

food from the kitchen to give to their

sick buddies.

March 1—Snowed all night. Heavy shelling

during the night. The Mandres Quarry
detail went to work in groups of four
men, all fully armed. The Huns have
been shelling around all day, our batteries

answering the fire. We saw eight dead
doughboys on the church steps at Man-
dres, our first escape. The 1st Platoon
has taken over the Royaumeix Quarry.
A detail is sent to Menil-la-Tour to scrape
the mud oft' the road. Fifty men were on
sick call this morning.

March 2—Snow. Today we were issued
English gas masks. Half of the company
is sick. Our first mail, a half dozen let-

ters, arrives. The grub is bad as usual.

The detail in the Quari-y is so cold that

they can hardly work. We have a detail

building barracks for the 1st Engineers.
A detail is sent to Sanzey to scrape snow
from the roads. All the sick are made
to work in the snow and rain on the 1st

Engineers barracks.
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March 3—Sunday—Cold and snow. A de-

tail moved to Gerard Sas in wagons; it

was cold riding. The camp is full of mud
and water. Cooties are discovered in the
Hermitage. Part of the company gets

a day off. New troops are commg in.

There was heavy shelling all night. We
are assigned to barracks and Dunks. No
details were out today.

March 4—Snow and Cold. We had our
breakfast in a snow storm this morning.
Details were sent to Menil-la-Tour and
Mandres Quarry. Lieut. Sleight leaves

the company. We had the best supper
this evening since leaving Camp Meade.

March 5—Snow. Our first air raid was ex-

perienced last night. At 8:00 P. M. all

lights were out. Several G. I. cans were
dropped at Royaumeix. There are no
dug-outs near camp. The sector is offi-

cially taken over by American troops.
Henderson leaves for the hospital with
the first case of mumps. Our first real

mail came in today. The boys' ideas as
when the war will end range from 40
days to 7 years.

March 6—Rain. We see a Hun plane shot
down. We had boiled spuds for the 28th
consecutive meal. Rumors of signing the
pay roll and being paid are heard.

March 7—Cloudy. Signs of home-sickness
appear among the boys. Mail is received.
We have a detail unloading three rock
crushers at Menil-la-Tour. They are to
be used in Royaumeix Quarry. Hun
planes come over again and drop six
bombs.

March 8—Fair and Mild. McCreedy has
the second case of mumps. A detail is

setting up machinery in the quarry. A
detail was sent to the freight yards to
unload cars of material. First call now
sounds at 5:1.5 A. M. and we work until
4:30 P. M. Hun planes wei'e over again.

March 9—Clear Day. The clocks were
turned back one hour today. Some 2nd
class mail is received. We were issued
rubber sheets. Half of the company was
off today. We had another air raid.

March 10—Fine Day. One of our details
took a long walk looking for work. The
grub is rotten. We see and use our first

duck boards, building walks around camp
with them.

March 11—Fair and Cool. Shelling has
been heavy today. The doughboys went

over to Boche's second line trenches to-
day. The company was issued two packs
of Camel cigarettes and two packs of Bull
Durham apiece. All the sick have to go
before the Captain before reporting to the
doctor. The anti-aircraft guns brought
down a Hun machine today.

March 12—Fair and Cool. Mail is received.
Corp. Hopkins is made acting Top Ser-
geant. Pie at the "Sal," it did not last
long. We were issued two cigars per man
today. Hun planes were overhead.

March 13—Fair and Cool. Today we used
our first powder for blasting in the Quar-
ry. It was a fizzle. Mandres Quarry
was shelled today, the shells landed about
40 yards from the men.

March 14—Terribly Cold. The men have
to break ice to get water to wash with.
Mandres Quarry detail made a run for
the dug-outs this morning. They were
shelled again at noon time. The company
received apples sent over by the Oregon
State Soldiers' Fund. They were cer-
tainly fine. A detail is out at Menil-la-
Tour unloading steam engines for the
crushers in the quarry.

March 15—Fair and Mild. The Gerard Sas
detail, the 4th Platoon, returns to Camp
Burley. Anti-aircraft guns fired at planes
over the quarry and drove them off. The
engines and crushers are set up in the
quai-ry. Lieut. Safford said they must
be ready to operate by tomorrow night.
It was a day off for part of the company.

March 16—Fair and Mild. One-fifth of the
company gets Sunday off; this means a
holiday for a man every five weeks. The
crusher is started in the quarry. The
Archies are busy all day long. No pay,
all the fellows are broke. A detail was
sent to work in Boucq Quarry.

March 17—Sunday—Clear. It is St. Pa-
trick's Day. The two Murphys have a
fine time. The company stood inspection.
We are issued spiral leggings. Mail is

received. A song festival is held at the
Hermitage. All men are required to have
passes to be able to go anywhere. Secre-
tary Baker is making a tour of the Front,
he passed by us today. Clark and Caine
give an exhibition.

March 18—Clear and Warm. We were
ready to go to the trenches after the
company had worked hard all day. There
are air bnttles galore. We are permitted
to write three letters a week.
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March 19—Cloudy and Rain. General
Pershing and Secretary Baker passed
through today. Details were sent to the

De L'Etoille Road and the Royaumeix
Quarry. We had a medical and foot in-

spection.

them hell for not keeping the doors and
windows open.

March 20—Rain and Cold all day. The gas
alarm was sounded, it sure scared the

company. The boys at the Hermitage
.slept through the noise. Lieut. Safford

lectures the boys for quitting early. He
makes the boys sore and a fool of him-
self. Major Stickney visited the quarry.
Mail is received.

March 21—Fair and Mild. A battery was
blown up on the De L'Etoille Road. Some
of the boys took their first bath since

we've been here. Orders are received to

pack haversacks and go to the 3rd line

trenches. We did not have to go, how-
ever.

March 22—Cloudy and Rain. Rumors say
that a German drive is expected in this

sector. We are building a scrapper trap
for loading wagons in the quarry. Eight
truck drivers report to Company "A" for

duty.

March 23—Clear and Cold. We receive a
report of a Hun advance on a 50-mile
front near Cambrai. We have trouble in

the mess line. When do we eat? We
have trouble with Lieut. Safford about the
mess. He said we were getting better

grub than we got at home! Ryder reads
us an article on "How to Act with a Gas
Mask On."

March 24, Sunday—Cloudy and Cold. We
kick about the grub. We turned in our
mess kits. It is Palm Sunday. Big Ber-
tha shelled Paris. Fifty men have the day
off. Raynor goes to Nice, to the R. 0.

T. C. We receive a promise of better
grub. We see an air battle overhead. One
Hun was brought down.

March 25—Snow and Cold. The Y. M. C. A.
tent is nearly finished. We have a gas
mask drill. It is a famihar sight to see
an old lady plowing with one horse and
one cow hitched to the plow. Maj. Gen.
Bullock inspected our camp. We sign the
pay-roll.

March 26—Snow and Cold. Mail is received.

We have a gas chamber drill in the bath
house. A Lieutenant Colonel in the Med-
ical Corps visited the Hermitage and gave

March 27—Cool. The Y. M. C. A. and the
bath house ready for business. Ainser-
ville was heavily shelled. Details were
out to the De L'Etoille Road and the Roy-
aumeix Quarry.

March 28—Clear, Cool and Windy. Some
German prisoners were marched through.
Mandres Quarry was shelled. T. T. dove
into the dug-out and bumped his head on
a rafter, fell and groaned, '"They got me!"
He only skinned his knees. A big barrage
was on all night. Beaucoupe star shells.

March 29—Clear and Cold. Pay-day. Re-
ports say the Austrians have relieved the
German artillery. It rained this after-

noon. Doughboys went over in a raid last

night with their faces all blackened. They
brought back five prisoners.

March 30—Rain. There was heavy artillery

action this morning. Lieut. Kern fell off

his horse, landed on his helmet, does noth-
ing but skin his no-se. Our cat donated a
squad of kittens to the company. The
government commissary is doing big busi-

ness, so is our "Y". Frank Donovan left

for the R. 0. T. C.

March 31—Rain. It is Easter Sunday. The
men get a half day oft'. Our menu for

dinner: Potatoes, washed and no skins;

Turkey, Dressing ; Cranberry Sauce

;

Bread Pudding with Hair; Bread and Cof-
fee. The turkey's complexion was poor
and he looked kind of discouraged. Many
of the boys celebrated the event. Kinsler

gets hit on the dome with a sledge ham-
mer at the quarry. Pumpkin pie and cof-

fee was to be had at the "Sal." The
102nd Infantry is going in the lines.

April 1—Rain and Cold. The boys in the

Mandres Quarry got a dose of gas today.

Capt. Hackett and Lieut. Safford leave.

Lieut. Davy takes command of the com-
pany. The First Division moves out of

the sector and is replaced by the 26th
Division. We are attached to the 26th
Division. A Red Cross ambulance takes

five of our men almost into No Man's
Land before it is stopped by a sentry.

April 2—Rain all day. Gen. Foch takes com-
mand of the Allied Armies. There has
been heavy artillery action all day. Lieut.

Estelle is assigned to the company.
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April 3—Rain. Mandres Quarry is shelled

again. T. T. jumps the length of a dug-
out about 15 feet long with 3 feet of

water in it, landing in the end of the dug-
out without a drop of water on him.
Lieut. Kern inspects rifles and gas masks
at noon in the quarry.

April 4—Rain all day. Mandres Quarry is

discontinued on account of it being shelled

too much. The roads were crowded all

day with troops and supplies going to the

front. The Hermitage gets up a song fes-

tival.

April 5—Cloudy. Rumors say that the Aus-
trians have taken over the heavy artil-

lery. There has been heavy shelling all

day. Three sacks of mail are received.

Hun planes come over. Plenty of Hun
balloons are up today.

April 6—Cloudy and Cold. The 1st Platoon
moves back to Burley (across the road).

Coates' office is installed. Some of the
boys were refused breakfast because they
were a few minutes late. War was de-

clared one year ago.

April 1-—Showers. The gas alai-m sounded
at 4:00 A. M. and again at 8:00 A. M.
The De L'Etoille Road was shelled at 4:00
P. M. Ainserville was also shelled and
Mandres was gassed. Bergman was
caught without a gas mask, and Pitman
came to the rescue. A detail of Signal

Corps men are working for us on the
Sanxey Road.

April 8—Rain and Cold. The road at Aun-
serville and the De L'Etoille Road were
shelled. Lieut. Windsor was hit by shell

fragments. Inspection and a half-hour
drill was given to the fellows off duty.
The feed is bum.

April 9—Cold and Cloudy. A heavy barrage
last night. Brown gets out of the kitchen.
Bleekman is the water boy for the Royau-
meix Quarry.

April 10—Cold and Cloudy. A sergeant who
was asking a lot too many questions near
Hamonville was picked up and found to

be a spy. A heavy barrage shook up
Camp Burley last evening. We had an-
other gas drill, we double timed up and
down the road with our masks on. Fleas
are thick in the 1st Platoon barracks.

April 11—Clear and Warm. Eleven Ameri-
can planes went over the line this morn-
ing. We received a "gas alert." Break-

fast is getting monotonous with hash,
bread and bad coffee. Lots of big guns
and men are coming in.

April 12—Fair and Hot. Mail is received.

An American aviator does great stunts in

the air. Heavy artillery fire is going on.

A detail is fixing up the bath house. We
saw movies in the "Y".

April 13—Clear and Cold. A truck load of

rock was taken up to the front in broad
daylight. An M. P. tried to order them
back, but they kept on going, for "orders
are orders." The men left the truck, how-
ever, as they were under plain observa-
tion of Hun balloons. Living conditions
are getting better in camp. We can now
buy grub at the commissary. There is

much artillery fire, the shells landing very
close to our details. An American avia-

tor does some stunts. The "Sal" at Menil-
la-Tour opens up, they sell pie, coffee and
candy.

April 14—Clear and Cool. We have the day
off. We stood inspection at 9:00 A. M.,
and after that we had a gas mask drill.

Three Hun machines were downed at Toul
by two of our pilots.

April 15—Rain. Our details worked all day
in a heavy rain. Some of the men swiped
gas coats from the supply yards. They
are all right as dust cloaks. Mandres
was shelled today. About 50 shells, high
explosive and gas, were thrown over in a
minute. Bob Gray drives his truck into
the ditch.

April 16—Rain. We receive mail and are
paid. Details to Royaumeix Quarry, San-
zey and De L'Etoille Roads. A bunch of
men returned from the hospital.

April 17—Cloudy and Rain. Movies were
shown at the "Y". . A battery of 9.7's are
moved in behind us. Seventeen pair of
gloves were issued among the men of the
company. A heavy barrage this morning.

April 18—Thick Fog. Mail is received.
Everything was quiet during the day. De-
tails were sent to the Quarry and on the
roads. A detail was ordered to headquar-
ters to get a road roller.

April 19—Clear and Cold. Ayres is cooking
for the De L'Etolle Road detail. The grub
is fine. The 3rd and 4th Platoons are to

move to Leonval, Camp Wilson. Hungry
and Stack celebrate. It is sunny but very
cold. A barrage and a gas attack were
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pulled off last night. Several Boche planes
were over.

April 20—Cold. Two gas alarms were
sounded last night, both around 4:00
A. M. This morning the Boches came over
and drove the Americans back. Heavy
artillery fire all day. The battle of

Seicheprey is fought. Troops and ambu-
lances fill the roads. Sergt. Kern is made
a lieutenant. The 3rd and 4th Platoons
move to Leonval. Tearing down the bar-

racks at Burley and moving them to the
Hermitage, or Camp Snelling. Upon our
return from work this evening, we were
told we were being held in the reserve.

We had inspection and were told to stand
by to go to the trenches. We got credit

in some Philadelphia papers for saving the
day. Germans thought we were a new
Division coming to the aid of the 26th.
Those Irish didn't need any aid.

April 21—Rain. All is quiet. The Huns
were thrown back into their own trenches.
No damage was done to the roads to

amount to much. The Salvation Army
Hut in Mandres was hit several times,
and moved into new quarters, in a cellar

that was formerly used for storing wine.
(This "Sal" holds the record for making
hot cakes—8,000 in 24 hours.) It is a
day off for the men, but we are not al-

lowed to leave camp. Two French Boy
Scouts were picked up by one of the ser-

geants and lieutenants as spies. They
were let off when it was found out what
they were. We moved the "Y" tent to

our new camp site.

April 22—Rain. We moved to Camp Snell-

ing. Two cemeteries and a balloon sta-

tion are right behind our camp. Details
were sent to the quarry. We must load
our wheelbarrows to the limit, by order
of Sergt. Coates. Mike came back to the
company after a long absence.

April 23—Rain. All details took their en-

tire equipment to work with them in or-

der to have it on their arrival at the new
camp in the evening. The 1st Platoon
slept in the "Y" tent at the new camp.
Mail is received.

April 24—Rained all day. The "Y" tent is

being used to sleep in while we erect the
barracks. Jewish bread was issued to-

day ; Abe, Bergman and Kaufman are in

their glory. A detail took down the
Wagon Company's barracks to get lumber.

April 25—Rain. This evening we moved into
the barracks, sleeping on the floor. A de-
tail is working on the officers' quarters.
The mess is getting better, due to a
change in the mess sergeants.

April 26—Rain. We are building bunks in

the barracks. The bath house has also
been set up and is working. The mess
hall, officers' quarters and one of the bar-
racks are completed. We sign the pay-
roll.

April 27—Fair day. We have a detail

hauling rock and repairing Dead Man's
Curve. Baseball practice begins today.
We have the makings of a fine ball

ground.

April 28, Sunday—Rain. The entire com-
pany is put on camp detail, working
around the barracks cleaning up, etc. We
are setting up a hospital tent and build-

ing stables for our horses. A heavy bar-
rage was in progress most of the night.

April 29—Rain. Lots of Allied planes are
in the air. The piano arrives for the
"Y," we also have our Victrola in the "Y."
Our detail is still working on Dead Man's
Curve. Mail is received. We are build-

ing a road around the barracks to get to

the kifchen and the bath house.

April 30—Cloudy. Mr. and Mrs. Ruthers-
ford entertain us at the "Y". Our doctor
said, "Company 'A' needs a bath." The
kitchen was finished today.

May 1—Rain. We had French toast for

breakast. It went fine. Details are still

working on the new barracks. One ser-

geant and three corporals are made today.

May 2—Clear and Hot. Part of the camp
detail goes back to work in the Royau-
meix Quarry. The baseball supplies came
today.

May 3—Clear and Hot. A smoker between
Company "A", 23rd Engineers, and Com-
pany "K", 161st Infantry, is held. At
noon we had a gas mask drill in the
quarry. A detail is working on the water
tank for the bath house. A baseball game
was played this evening and Bishop Ed-
wards gave a talk on "America's Part in

the War."

May 4—Fair and Warm. A party was pulled

off at Royaumeix. Campbell and Keye
stage a real birthday party. A detail

goes to do work at the hospital, in charge
of Sergt. Johnson.

i
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May 5—Rained. U. S. aeroplanes are here

at last. Our first real game of ball was
played between Company "A" and Com-
pany "K", 161st Infantry. The score was
10-9 in our favor. We won beaucoup
francs on the game. In the morning we
stood inspection. Pie was served for din-

ner. It hit the right spot.

May 6—Hot all day. Rain in the evening.

We have gas drill every day at noon in

the quarry, double timing for about 200
yards with our masks on. A detail was
ordered to Lagny to guard some negroes
at Battalion Headquarters.

May 7—Cloudy. The battery of 9.7's were
fired for the first time. They shake up
everything. We played a game of ball,

102d Ambulance Co., 5; Company "A", 6.

A big electrical storm in the evening.

May 8—Cloudy. Part of Company "B" joins

us. Another smoker with Company "K"
was held. Sergt. Gross knocked out
Stuart, of 23rd Headquarters. It was an
exciting match. A good supper was served
this evening.

May 9—Rain. Company "B" sends ten
squads to live with us at Snelling. A de-
tail is repairing the road from the quarry
to the main road.

May 10—Rain. We had to stop work in the
quarry on account of a thunder storm.
Cooper and McKee stage a little excite-

ment.

May 11—Rain. We are trying to work
Company "B". Details are out on the
different roads and in the quarry.

May 12, Synday—Rain off and on. We
stood inspection at 9:00 A. M. A ball

game was played. Company "K", 9; Com-
pany "A", 3. Sergt. Gross sure gets his
in a boxing match. A Mother's Day serv-
ice was held in the "Y". Everybody
writes home. Wrestling and boxing by
Company "K", 161st Infantry, at the rail-

road tracks.

May 13—Fair Day. Company "B" sent a
detail to the quarry to work with us.
They would not work. They believe col-
lege graduates should not do manual
labor. We have red horse and rice pud-
ding- for dinner. The usual gas drill,

double timing, was held at .5:30 P. M.
Many of our planes and baloons are up.
Details are out on maintenance work.

May 14—Fair and Warm. A detail is sent

to Rangeval. We have the gas chamber
drill. A detail of 40 men from Company
"B" are killing time in the quarry. Our
menagerie is increasing.

May 15—Fair. Another ball game was
played: Ambulance Company, 17; Com-
pany "A", 9. Pay day. Details are in

the Royaumeix Quarry and on the roads.

May 16—Warm. Details in the quarry and
on the roads. Three planes were shot

down today. Our camp was inspected by
a Brigadier General. Four men are de-

tailed to Truck Company No. 1 for spe-

cial duty.

May 17—Clear. The hottest day so far.

The quarry details suffer from the heat.

They finally shed most of their clothes.

Moving pictures were shown in the "Y".
One plane was shot down.

May 18—Clear and Hot. We beat the Am-
bulance Company in a ball game; the
score was. Ambulance Company, 3; Com-
pany "A", 10. Our Camp Wilson detail

returns to Camp Snelling. The entire

company is together again.

May 19—Sunday—Fair and Warm. "Y"
girls (6) entertain the boys with music
and dance. Movies were taken of their

performance. No inspection this morn-
ing. Two Hun planes were shot down.
Maj. Lufberry was brought down. Three
ball games were played on our field today.
We lost our game; Company "A", 1; 51st
Artillery, 5. Company "K" staged a bout
exhibition. Our monthly divisional passes
are given out. They are not much good,
though.

May 20—Hot and Fair. A ball game on our
field broke up in a fight. A concert was
given by the 101st Infantry Band. An
air battle was being fought overhead as
the band played "My Hero."

May 21—Fair and Hot. Lieut. Trax is as-
signed to Company "A". Mail is received.
A band concert was given in the evening
by the 101st Infantry Band. Seven planes
were overhead doing stunts. Details were
sent to the quarry and to patch up Dead
Man's Curve.

May 22—Hot and Cloudy. Elsie Janis was
at Camp Rehanne in the evening. A jazz
band gives a perfoi-mance. A ball game
was played; Company "K", 3; Company
"A", 9. Jack Stevens, Master Engineer,
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is attached to our company. He is wait-

ing for a commission to come through.

May 23—Cold and Windy. The gas alarm
sounded last night. Mail is received. Elsie

Janis is at Menil-la-Tour. "Canned Willy"

is assigned to Company "B."

May 24—Fair. Elsie Janis is at Sanzey this

afternoon. The Sanzey detail went A. W.
0. L. to see her. A detail left today for

headquarters to finish one of "B" Com-
pany's jobs. Our quarry detail dug up
the remains of someone who had probably
fought on some old battlefield near ]\Ienil-

la-Tour. Some interesting souvenirs were
found in the grave. A Frenchman enter-

tained us with magic tricks.

May 25—We begin work on the "Davy Stad-

ium." also on a tennis court. Movies were
shown at the "Y". Elsie Janis is at

Rovaumeix todav. Her shows are fine.

She sang "Kaiser Bill". A detail of 80
men is sent to Rangeval. A detail is on
maintenance work at Menil-la-Tour.

May 26—Sunday—Fair. A ball game is

plaved between Abe Goldstein's "Dirty
Sox" and Ellington's "Old Man Team."
The "Dirty Sox" won the game with a

score of 9 to 8. The casualties during the

game were: Allman, Damon, Shoemaker,
Goldstein. The fire-eater from Company
"K" got burned while doing his stunt. He
is off it for life. We stood inspection of

rifle and gas masks. The gas alarm sound-
ed at 2 :00 A. M. last night. We wore the
masks for an hour before relieved. A spe-

cial train with about 100 men went to

Sorcy to spend the day.

May 27—Cloudy and Cold. The gas alarm
sounded at 5:30 A. M. and again we wore
our masks for an hour. A heavy ban-age
last night. All details were out to work.
Details are laying stone in the depot at

Menil-la-Tour.

May 28—Fair and Cold. Shells were burst-

ing all around Burley this morning. Ledin
painted a scene for the Stadium. We are
now allowed to write four letters a week.
Another gas alai-m was sounded last night.

May 29—Fair. We had a gas drill. An
American aviator did some stunts over us.

Lieut. Kern reads a proclamation from
Gen. Pershing about the consei'^'ation of

food. Stack is put on the P. C. for throw-
ing away a crust of bread.

day. Memorial Day Services were held in

camp. Ex-Governor Lake gives a fine talk.

Details were all called oft at 3:30 P. M.
Beaucoupe mail is received. A ball game
was played; Company "A", 6; Balloon
Company, 2. Fahey has the band up early

to accompany him on his morning detail.

P. C. Two hundred picked men from the
104th Infantry went over the top last

night. They had their faces all black-

ened. We are hauling rock for the "Sal".

The 101st Band gave a concert at Re-
hanne. We have a big detail re-surfacing
the road from Menil-ia-Tour to Sanzey.

May 31—Clear. The raiding party from the
104th Infantry returned to the line with
20 Hun prisoners. Most of them were
gassed on their way back. Mail is re-

ceived. Details are on the roads and in

the quarry.

June 1—Fair and Mild. Piece work is start-

ed in the quarry. The men work harder
but not as long in that manner. We only
worked half a day in the quarry. An
exciting air battle w'as staged overhead
while we were standing inspection. A gas
alert was sounded last night about 3:00
A. ]\I. More Non Coms. are made.

June 2—Fair and Mild. The 101st Band ar-

rives at our camp. They are going to

stay with us for some time. Misses Kem
and Seller, two "Y" girls, put on a show
at the Stadium. The progi-amme was in-

terrupted by the Balloon Company shoot-

ing at a Hun plane overhead. Reports .say

that Capt. Hackett is to return to the
company. Andy Manning and Bill Conroy,
of the iOlst Band, entertain us of even-

ings. They are "there." Indoor baseball

is in full blast. We lost a game of ball

today: Balloon Company, 13; Company
"A", 12.

June 3—Fair and Mild. The band played at

the hospital in the afternoon and at Snell-

ing in the evening. The 9.7's behind us

moved out today. There was some shell-

ing around Mandres. The Hun machine
called the Ghost was brought down at

Toul. Another American brought down
a Hun, who fell near Menil-la-Tour. Mov-
ies were shown at the "Y". Dr. Pendil

is attached to the company.

May 30—Fine Weather. Company "K",
161st Infantry, moved out of Snelling to-

June 4—Fair and Mild. Capt. Hackett takes

command of the company. An air battle

is fought near camp. The Huns got away.
Our plane sailed about 50 feet over us.

The pilot waved his hand to us. We
signed the pay-roll this evening.
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June 5—Cool. We held an Amateur night.

There was a negro programme and one
by the 101st Band. An excellent pie-eat-

ing contest was held. The list tor the

tennis tournament is made up ; 20 couples
sign up. Billy Vv'hite gives an entertain-

ment for us. The band boys continue to

liven things up in the evening in the "Y"
tent.

June 6—Fair and Cool. Lieut. Davy is in

command of the company again. The
three day fever is in vogue, about 60 of

the men are down with it. Shorty White
tries to entertain at the Stadium but is

interrupted by Hun planes overhead. We
have a detail working on a dug-out for

the officers.

June 7—Fair and Mild. A big Hun barrage
was thrown over at .5:30 A. M. The com-
pany was drilled in the evening after re-

turning from work. Lots of L. D. is float-

ing around concerning a German drive to

be pulled off here. Another gas alaiTn in-

terrupted our sleep last night.

June 8—Cloudv and Warm. We had gas
alarms at 1:40 and at 2:40 A. M. The
band practices every morning. We stood
inspection today. The boys are promised
a half day off if they finish a certain job.

We never got it. Rumors say that the
Huns are concentrating opposite us. A
detail of 20 men from the Coast Artillery
was sent to the quarry to work with our
boys at "Hard Labor Punishment."

June 9—Clear. A big barrage was thrown
over by the Americans last night. The
three day fever is increasing. The tennis
tournament is started. Mail is received.
A fine band concert was given in the even-
ing. Our ball team was beaten again

;

Bal'oon Company, 14; Company "A", 12.

A South Boston Tea Party was pulled oft'

by the Band boys, assisted by Bill Hoeft
and others in the barracks. The boys are
promised a half holiday, which never ma-
terializes. Rumors say that we are to
move.

June 10—Rain and Cold. Another barrage
was heard this morning. We had a gas
chamber drill. The Ordnance Department
erected a try-out grounds at Royaumeix.
The company is drilled. Our officers ex-
pected to entertain some girls, but the
girls did not show up. Raynor returns
from the R. 0. T. C.

June 11—Clear and Cool. The band left us
today. Raynor, Murphy and Lieut. Wind-

sor leave for Rangeval. Lieut. Trax re-

turns to the company. The gas alarm was
sounded at 2:00 A. M.

June 12—Fair and Mild. The Huns shelled
the roads this morning. All details worked
today. The company was drilled in the
evening. The band is at the Hermitage
now. At 11 :40 P. M. a detail was sent
out to repair the roads along the front.

June 13—Fair and Cool. The Huns dropped
a few bombs near us last night. We had
a concert and vaudeville show in the even-
ing by the 101st Band. It was fine. We
were issued summer underwear todav.

June 14—Clear and Hot. We had a gas
alarm at 5:00 P. M. It queered a "Y"
.show. The band gave a concert in the
evening. Hot cakes were served for break-
fast for the first time. The band boys
pulled off' a Salvation Army stunt in the
"Y". It was good. We drilled in the
evening after work.

June 1.5—Ptain and Cool. Gas alarm sound-
ed. Millar fires the bath house. Small
announces it to the company. A ball game
is played between the Non-Coms and the
privates. The Bucks won the game.

June 16—Cloudy and Cold. The Huns throw
over a barrage. We had three gas alarms
during the night. Royaumeix, Boucq,
Sanzey and other towns are shelled by
Austrian railroad guns. Shells were also
dropped in our camp. We were standing
inspection in sight of seven or eight Hun
balloons, while shells were singing over-
head. Hun planes were overhead. The
Battle of Xivray was fought today. The
Americans were victorious.

June 17—Rain and Cold. Details are work-
ing in the quarry and on the various
roads. There was shelling near Royau-
meix. The boys scattered in all direc-
tions.

June 18—Cloudy and a little warmer. Ap-
ple pie and Honest-to-God coffee at the
"Sal". American planes were out today.

June 19—Showers, Cloudy and Cool. A big
shell landing in camp woke the bunch up
this morning. Another shell broke be-
hind the cook shack, later two others fell

in camp. One piece of shell went through
the "Y" tent. The Austrian railroad guns
were in action again. Royaumeix was
shelled, killing 16 mules and wounding a
Y. M. C. A. Secretary. Whittle lost his
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false teeth. We are working on the offi-

cers' dug-out.

aviators have bombed Toul three times
since our aviators have left the sector.

June 20—Rain. There was heavy artillery

action this morning. Our track team be-

gins practicing for the Fourth of July

contest at Sorcy. The Rangeval details

return. The entire company is together

now. The mess is poor.

June 21—Rain and Cold. Today is the long-

est day of the year. Maj. Stickney visits

camp. Mandres is shelled. Details still

working on the officers' dug-out.

June 22—Rain in the morning. Cold. A
bunch leaves for the rifle range. Part of

the 82nd Division is moving into this sec-

tor. It is some (?) bunch. Boche plane

is over and drops a few bombs. Pay day.

June 23—Clear and Cold. German propa-

ganda is dropped to us. A barrage last-

ing from 4 :00 P. M. until 1 :30 A. M. was
put over. We played ball today, score,

55th Artillery, 5 ; Company "A", 8. Jones'

brother, an aviator, visited him in camp.
The Rangeval detail returns to Headquar-
ters. A detail of 20 men sent to Menil-la-

Tour to unload a train of rock. Powers
is made company photographer.

June 24—Clear and Cold. All details were
at work today. We had a formation for

drill at 5:00 P. M. and later stood our

first retreat.

June 25—Clear and Cool. The balloon close

to camp goes up for the first time since

the 19th. We have a gas chamber drill.

The kitchen is issued dehydrated spuds.

A detail is sent to Sanzey.

June 26—Cloudy and Cool. Maj. Stickney

visits camp. Everybody is playing indoor

baseball. A lot of French soldiers are

coming in. The band gave its last concert

tonight. It was very good.

June 27—Clear and Cool. The 26th Division

is moving out. The 82nd Division is re-

placing them. They are drafted men and
look like a bunch of misfits. The 5th Di-

vision is on our right. We finished the

Leonval Ammunition Dump Road. The
Hun planes are over every day.

June 28—Cold and Fog. We receive mail.

Ollie Snedygar is in charge of the "Y". A
ball game is played between Truck Com-
panies No. 1 and No. 2 for a stake of

1,000 francs. No. 2 won. Ordnance De-
partment leaves Royaumeix. The Hun

June 29—Clear and Cold. Mail is received.
Hun planes are over all the time. A good
detail went out to the Ammunition Dump,
and another one went to Sanzey.

June 30—Fair and Mild. We had a try-out
for Field Day at Sorcy. Mail comes in.

The boys at Rangeval come over to take
part in the try-outs.

July 1—Cloudy and Warm. Mr. Snedygar
leaves us. We were sorry to see him go.

We held another try-out. The first detail

of 17 men goes through the delouser. Col.

Conrad, Q. M. of 82nd Division, calls down
a sergeant in charge of one of our details

for not saluting. Can you beat it? Boche
planes are over.

July 2—Fair and Warm. We sign the pay-
roll. Three fellows entertain at the "Y".
They were good. Try-out for candidates
for the Sorcy meet was held. There is to

be running and a tug-of-war. A detail is

sent to Sanzey to resurface and reinforce
the road. Flint, Lush, Anderson, L. L.,

and Wilkinson (Powers for substitute)

make the relay team. A 1,000-franc pool

is collected among the boys.

July 3—Cloudy and Cool. We had inspection

today. Everybody drills, except the ath-
letes, who have a day ofi^. The gas alarm
sounded. Moving pictures were made of

us operating the Royaumiex Quarry.
Boys play indoor baseball. We sign the
pay-roll.

July 4—Cold and Misty in the morning. The
weather clears up in the afternoon. A big
crowd goes to Sorcy. Sergt. Coates, in

charge of the men, misses the train. Com-
pany "A" won the Relay Race from the
field, but lost the tug-of-war to Company
"C". The 82nd Division turns in three
gas alarms before midnight. The "Sal"
had doughnuts and coffee.

July 5—A fine day. The details are all to

the bad ; too much Fourth of July. We
.saw moving pictures at the "Y". We had
a gas alarm at 4:00 A. M.

July 6—Clear and Cool. Names were drawn
for the first rest camp. Sooners—Dillard

and others, sew on first service stripe.

We had pumpkin pie. Beaucoupe mail is

received.

July 7—Sunday—Cloudy. We had no in-

spection today. A ball game was played,

51st Artillery, 10; Company "A", 7.
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July 8—Rain and Cloudy. "Y" girls are

brought to camp by Mr. Snedygar. An
aeroplane sailing through the clouds made
them part in such a manner as to form
a figure 6. It was a wonderful sight.

July 9—Rained all day. Details were sent

out to the roads and the quarry.

July 10—Cloudy. Some "Y" girls dine with
the officers. We lost another ball game,
21st Engineers, 3; Company "A", 2. A
detail returns to camp to go to the rifle

range, but are sent back to work instead.

July 11—Cloudy and Cool. Movies were
shown at the "Y". Mail is received. Cor-
respondence school is started (?) by the
"Y". Shrapnel from the Archies falls in

camp.

July 12—Fair and Warm. Snedygar brings
entertainers called "The Jolly Fellows".

We drilled in the evening, in charge of
Lieut. Trax. Our cat presented the com-
pany with one squad and a sergeant (Cat
Recruits) on Strothers' bunk.

July 13—Cloudy and Warm. A bunch went
to the rifle range this morning. Mail ar-

rives. Details work only half a day.

July 14—Sunday—Cloudy and Warm. This
is a French holiday (Bastile Day). A
large delegation of the boys goes to Sorcy.
They had a good time. French and Amer-
icans all drunk. We played ball; Truck
Company No. 2, 7; Company "A", 9. A
detail is sent to Rangeval.

July 15—Cloudy in A. M., clear in P. M. The
first bunch is to leave for Aix la Bains
tomorrow. We were paid. Boche planes
were over in the evening. Two French
anti-aircraft guns move into Royaumeix
Quarry. The gas alarm sounded at 10:00
P. M. A detail goes to the Garage for a
blow-out.

July 16—Cloudy and Warm. The bunch for
Aix la Bains is rarin' to go. At noon all

leaves were called off". Everybody cele-

brates.

July 17—Cloudy and Hot. Rumors say that
we are to move to Chateau Thierry. This
is the last day of work in the quarry.
A big celebration was held at the Mad
House. Orders were received to be ready
to move at two hours' notice. The Sanzey
detail celebrates.

July 18—Heavy windstorm. Whittle almost
got blown over the clifl:' at the quarry.

The shanty got blown down. A detail is

putting things in order for the 21st Engi-
neers to take over our work. Detail re-

turns from Rangeval. The entire com-
pany is together again.

July 19—Clear and Hot. Misses Jane Bulley
and Neysa McMein entertain the boys.
They sure are good scouts. We drill all

day. Stood reveille also. It was the first

time in how long? The company is re-

organized and new squads formed. Hun
planes are over us all the time. Carter,
Stahl and Singleton leave for Commercy
A. W. O. L.

July 20—Cloudy. We drill all day, in sight
of Hun balloons. It was hailing this morn-
ing before breakfast. Thunder shower in

afternoon.

July 21—Cloudy and Cool. Lieut. Davy
spoke to us and said, "You can't be
trusted." The company is pretty sore.

We held a Street Fair in the afternoon.
We had a great time. The cooties are
thick around here. Huns shell close to us.

Mail comes in.

July 22—Clear and Hot. Three balloons are
shot down. The .5th Platoon wins a com-
petitive drill. The prize is a trip to the
Mad House. They must be back early.
The company is all ready to move. We
are ordered to stop drilling in sight of the
Hun balloons this morning. All service
stripes are being put on. Our A. W. 0.
L.'s returned today. Hun planes dropped
seven bombs at 11:00 P. M. Caine mixed
it with some coons.

CHATEAU THIERRY

July 23—Rain and Cold. Breakfast was
served at 4:00 A. M. We broke camp at
5:00 A. M. We moved via trucks to Ran-
geval (cats and all), loaded our kitchen
on a flat car and then entrained. We ar-
rived at Toul at 12:30 P. M. The train
stopped at Toul for some time, so the
bovs were allowed to go around the city.

While there, they met Miss Bulley and
Miss McMein. They held a song festival
in the Red Cross. Some of the boys were
considered A. W. 0. L. while in Toul. The
train left Toul at 9:00 P. M. The boys
slung their shelter halves in the cars and
u.sed them as hammocks. Pitman was
knocked out of his hammock and off the
train, but he managed to run up and catch
it. The crap shooters amused themselves
by their indoor sport.
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July 24—Cloudy and Cool. Lots of girls

along- the route welcome us. The train

ran over a girl at Rolamspont. We passed

through Chaumont, A. E. F. Headquar-
ters. It is some town. A big bridge is

over the railroad. While there we are

not allowed to make any noise, and had to

keep our hats on straight. We stopped at

Troyes for an hour. It is some town. We
saw many big guns and beaucoup prison-

ers along the line. Everybody washes,
shaves and eats chow in about a twenty-
inch space. This territory was fought
over in 1914 and there are planty of

graves on either side of the railroad. We
arrived at Noisy-le-Sec at 12:00 P. M. Re-
mained in the cars over night. Guards
were posted. This place is only six kilo-

meters from Paris. It is a beautiful coun-

try around here.

July 25—Raining hard. We were up at 6:00
o'clock, had breakfast and left Noisy-le-

Sec. We ate dinner at Meaux. We saw
our first double-deck railroad ca'-s. We
passed Boche prisoners digging graves for

our boys. The train arrived at La Feete
at 3:30 P. M. The company marched to

Ussy-sur-Marne. We had big packs and
were tired on our arrival. Camp was made
in the grounds of an old chateau. We
pitched pup tents on the banks of the

Marne River. Aeroplanes are thick. A
big guard is placed over us. We meet
the "Nut." It is a beautiful country. We
are to attend roll call at 9:00 P. M. The
rain is pouring down.

July 26—Showers. The company drilled all

day. We are training the N. C. O.'s. The
company takes a swim in the Marne. See

our first pontoon bridge and use the same
to dive from. The kitchen is near the

river. Beaucoupe flies and yellow jackets.

July 27—Cloudy and Cool. We had a foot

inspection. The pay-roll is signed. We
drilled again. "To the rear-r—march."
We also had sprinting and double time.

Took another swim in the Marne. We
have trouble drawing rations. The com-
pany stood roll call at 9:00 P. M.

July 28—Cloudy and Showers. We stood in-

spection at 9:00 A. M. No drill today. A
heavy barrage is on at the front. The
French put on a minstrel show for our
benefit. It was some show. We received
Beaucoupe rations today. We stood our
night formation.

time. The men fell out. Lieut. Davy tells

us that we can be shot for it. In the
afternoon we held a swimming party. A
heavy barrage was put over at 2:00 A. M.
Our evening formation is sui"e some joke.

July 30—Foggy. We hiked five miles to
Changlea, St. Jean and back. They are
giving platoon skirmish drill. Sergt. Mur-
phy takes the company out to drill. Sema-
phore signaling was i)racticed in the after-
noon. A machine gun company of the
26th Division arrives from the front. We
went swimming after formation in the
afternoon. A heavy barrage is being
thrown over at the front.

Aug. 1—Hot with showers. A hike and
drill all day. "Our company is coming
into its own" by Lieut. Estelle. Mr. and
Mrs. Rutherford again entertain.

Aug. 2—Cold and Showers. Stood reveille

at 6:00 A. M. Drilled all day.

Aug. 3—Showers. The company hiked and
had skirmish drill all day. We are at-

tached to the 1st Army Corps.

Aug. 4—Sunday—Rain. The company stood
inspection at 9:00 A. M. The 103rd In-

fantry (26th Division) held Memorial
Services for their dead. General Ed-
wards spoke.

Aug. 5—Rain. We drilled all day. The
103rd Infantry held a minstrel show and
their band gave a concert. Fried ham
was served for dinner. The French have
moved the pontoon bridge.

Aug. 6—Cloudy and Cool. Showers. The
company went through the delouser. We
were given chocolate by two W. A. C.

girls, the first we had seen. The com-
pany took a long hike this morning.

Aug. 7—Cloudy and Warm. Beaucoupe mail
is received. Mrs. Hoyt entertains us.

In the morning the company drilled and
took a short hike. In the afternoon the
company was divided in two, the two
parts went on opposite hills and signaled
to each other. We still stand the 9:00
P. M. formation for roll call.

Aug. 8—Cloudy and Cool. We took a long
hike in the moi-ning. After mess we
packed up and were ready to move on
two hours' notice.

July 29—Hot day. Hiked 12 kilometers to

Uigney this morning. We had double

Aug. 9—Cloudy and Cool. We broke camp
this morning and set out on the hike
with full packs. We made La Ferte by
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8:00 A. M. and started climbing a long

hill just beyond that city. It was a tough
pull. We passed through Vaux, which is

completely ruined, and reached Chateau
Thierry at 5:00 P. M.. having marched
32 kilometers. 0. D. and Iodine did a

big business in the evening, for every-
body had sore feet. Burton Holmes takes

a moving picture of the company march-
ing through the town. Lieut. Estelle

stayed right with the boys all day, and
he had a full pack too. In the evening
some of the boys looked the town over
while others went swimming in the Marne.
While the fellows were swimming they
found a dead German and an American
in the stream. They buried them. There
is heavy firing ahead of us.

The smallest painting is ten feet by ten

feet. One painting was made in 1743.

Aug. 10—Cloudy. We left Chateau Thierry
at 6:00 A. M. It is terribly hot. The
men are all tired out. We entered the
"souvenir country" shortly. Our packs
were taken off and left at Epieds, being
picked up later by the camp truck. We
arrived at Villemoyenne at 4:00 P. M.,
where we pitched our pup tents in an
orchard, according to squads, platoons
and in line in all directions. We are two
kilometers from Fere-en-Tardenois. Three
Boche planes were over us. We hiked
about 22 kilometers today.

Aug. 11—Hot day. We met Truck Co. No.
10. Formation at 9:00 A. M. to police

camp. We salvaged a Hun piano. Our
dependents are now—2 dogs, 10 cats, 1

cow and 1 piano. The atmosphere is ter-

rible, so many dead around. Souvenirs
are thick. We buried some American
soldiers. Denny Bergin offers prayer.
"Jerry has to be tied up." Mail received.
There are millions of flies around this
place.

Aug. 12—Hot day. We drill, have inspec-
tion and get paid. The smell of the dead
is terrible and the flies are thick. Adolph
Bersch did not smell very good, so we re-
buried him.

Aug. 13—Hot. We drill for five hours and
have one hour fatigue. Huns drop bombs
and big flares. They also attack a wagon
train on the road with machine guns. A
heavy barrage is in progress. Dr. Pen-
dil. Pond and others fight for places un-
der the camp truck during the air raid.
Bombs were dropped on a hospital near
us. The boys visit the ruined church in
Fere-en-Tardenois. The beautiful paint-
ings in the church are all cut to pieces.

Aug. 14—Clear and Hot. Mail arrives.

Three balloons were brought down. We
had a night air raid. We drilled five

hours. Some of the boys vistied a big

German gun base near camp. Beaucoupe
Hun planes over tonight.

Aug. 1.5—Clear and Hot. This morning we
took a hike, we were out for three hours.
In the afternoon we packed up, we have
orders to move. McCormick is acting
Mess Sergeant. Many big guns are going
to the Front.

Aug. 16—Fair and Hot. We were up at
5:00 A. M., had breakfast, broke camp
at 7:15 and marched five east to Bois
de Meuneere, arriving there at 11:30 A.
M. It was a hard cross country hike and
many of the boys fell out. There are
lots of souvenirs here. This camp used
to be occupied by the Prussian Guards.
Tractors and many guns are going on
up. We were shelled and in the evening
had an air raid lasting from 9:00 to 11 :00

P. M. Fere-en-Tardenois was bombed.

Aug. 17—Cloudy and Warm. There was a
heavy barrage all day. This morning we
had a large camp detail. Most of the
boys bathed in a near-by creek. We
found Beaucoupe blankets that had been
salvaged and appropriated same. A big
black jack game lasting all night was
played by moonlight.

Aug. IS^Sunday—Cloudy and Cool. We
stood inspection today. The boys begin
sending souvenirs home. Blackberries are
ripe and there are lots of them around
camp. In the evening a heavy barrage
was in progress.

Aug. 19—Very warm. All the company
was sent out with picks and shovels.
They didn't work. Lieut. Davy claims
we are "draft dodgers." A Non-Com
meeting was called, they got dragged
over the coals. The Tin-God threatens
to put us in the Gas and Flame if we
don't work. Several of the Non-Coms
ask to be transferred to the Gas and
Flame. The boys had a good time around
the piano, playing and singing. The
woods were shelled several times and we
had a gas alarm. We were bombed again
tonight.

Aug. 20—Clear and Cool, Heavy showers
during the night. Gas and Flame threat-
ened again. Sergt. Weeks turned in a
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bunch of names of men who wouldn't
work. About half of the men ask to be
transferred to the Gas and Flame Regi-
ment. Orders came in to move. Details

returned to camp at 10:00 A. M. and
packed up. A Hun plane gets one of

our balloons.

Aug. 21—Clear and Hot. Company moves
by detail to Abbey de Igny. The first

detail of 12 men moved to a camp near
Cohan. It was so dangerous there that
a Colonel ordered them to get out. They
went to Abby de Igny. Beaucoupe shells

and flares there. They passed Roosevelt's
grave.

Aug. 22—Clear and Hot. Half of the com-
pany arrives at the Abby de Igny at 6:00
P. M., where they were greeted by hot
shell fire. Got orders to move at 1 :00

A. M.

Aug. 23—Clear and Warm. Last half leaves
for the Abby. On arrival the boys im-
mediately dig themselves in. We were
shelled all night, the shells landing very
close. There are millions of flies and yel-

low jackets (man size) here. Details are
cleaning up the camp.

Aug. 24—Rain and Cold. Details working
on the roads. Everybody marking time.

Big guns shell us, the explosion shakes
the ground all round, and keeps the men
from sleeping.

Aug. 25—Sunday—Clear and Cool. Lots of

shelling going on. Aeroplanes are always
overhead. We receive chocolate from the
Red Cross. A detail is .sent out to work
a quarry. Some of the boys are super-

vising the work of Pioneer Infantry men.
Bombing planes come over at 10:00 P. M.
The boys salvage a lot of plums.

Aug. 26—Cloudy and Cold. Big storm last

night. The big guns are at work. Amex
planes are overhead. We have two quar-
ries operating. The Red Cross issues

more chocolate. Our Infantry makes a
big advance.

Aug. 27—Cloudy and Cool. It is a fine day.
The heavy artillery is active all day and
night. A commissary is opened at the
Abby, it takes about four hours to go
through the lines.

Aug. 28—Rain and Cool. We are living on
greasy stew and sticky macaroni. The pay
roll was signed. Lots of shells are com-
ing over. We counted nineteen consecu-
tive "duds." The rules are very strict

about lights. Many ot the boys are sick.

It rained hard about 6:00 P. M. Some
boot-leggers unloaded on the 1st Platoon.

Aug. 29—Rain. A Boche came over and
tried for a balloon but failed. There was
a heavy barrage all last night. Chocolate
and magazines were given out at the Red
Cross.

Aug. 30—Rain and Cold. We had had a
day ofl' to go through the delouser. Or-
ders to wear the U. S. Button. Signed
the pay roll.

Aug. 31—Rain. Lieut. Estelle hunts for

jam and butter around the gas guards.
Heavy barrage all night.

Sept. 1—Sunday—Rain all day. Half of the
company is oft' to go through the de-

louser. They got new clothes. Red Cross
gives us chewing gum, chocolate and ci-

garettes. Dykema's big truck is wrecked.
Inspection for some of the men. A de-

tail visits Rheims. Hun planes over and
dropped bombs.

Sept. 2—Clear and Cold. Hun planes over
and get two balloons. Details are sent
to Dravegny. Max goes to hospital.

Thirty-one "duds" fall close to camp. A
Quad truck turns over on the road. It

is Labor Day. Half of the company is

off to go through the delouser.

Sept. 3—Cloudy and Cool. A big air fight

was staged today, five Allies and seven
Huns. After three planes were brought
down, the Huns beat it. The balloon at

camp was shot down. A detail left for

Chateau Thierry to bring back tractors.

We can see Fismes and other towns burn-
ing. The Americans crossed the Vesle
River in a push.

Sept. 4—Stormy. We receive orders to

move at 5:00 P. M., the orders were: "The
alert is on. You will proceed to rendez-

vous, where you will be met by Staft" Of-
ficers, who will give you further instruc-

tions." We broke camp at 7:30 P. M.
and marched to the Bois de Meuniere, ar-

riving there at 10:30 P. M., finding many
troops there ahead of us. We made camp
and passed the night.

Sept. 5—Mild and Showers. We broke camp
at 4:30 A. M. and hiked to St. Thibaut,
arriving there at 11:00 P. M. in a heavy
thunder storm. We made a bivoauc camp
alongside of the road. The 88th Aero
Squadron moves up. Some 2nd class mail
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is received. A heavy artillery action

is on.

Sept. 6—Fair and Mild. We moved camp
one-half mile ahead. Lieut. Kern returns

to the company. Eight balloons are in

sight. The Reichtofen Circus is on this

sector, the machines are painted a bright

red. Huns drop G. I. Cans. Two Huns
are downed. A battery of 6-inch rifles

are just behind our camp—they cut loose

at 3:00 P. JI. and certainly jarred things

up.

Sept. 7—Fair and Cool. We cleaned up St.

Thibaut in the morning and in the after-

noon we built a road up to the bridge-

head across the Vesle. We had a salvage
detail out looking for rockets. There are

lots of French, German and American
dead laying around. We buried quite a
few. The boys found sawed off shot guns
and piles of other equipment laying

around, and, of course, lots of souvenirs.

We finished the job at 7:30 P. M.

Sept. 8—Fair and Cool. Aeroplane fight

overhead. One American was attacked
by three Huns, he brought one Hun down
and made his escape. Pershing says,

"Hell, Heaven or Hoboken by Christmas."
The detail arrives with tractors.

Sept. 9—Cloudy and showers. Moved camp
by trucks to La Charmel. We arrived at

La Charmel at 2:00 P. M. It rained most
of the time on the trip. The Abby de
Igny detail with barracks bags arrived.

The boys spent a cold night.

Sept. 10—Rained hard all day. Cold. No
work except a few camp details. Every-
body loafed most of the time. Barrack
bags were inspected and surplus souvenirs
thrown away. We are waiting for or-

ders. The sergeants put on a ce'ebration

this evening.

ACROSS CHAMPAGNE TO ST. MIHIEL

Sept. 11—Showers and Cold. Broke camp
this morning. We are traveling on 27 of

Truck Co. "10" trucks. Iron rations are
issued to us. It rained most of the day.
The tractors and other equipment left

under charge of Lieut. Trax. We crossed
the River Marne at Jaulgonne, passed
through Dormans, the city is in ruins,
then through the towns of Troissy, Bui-
son, Epemay. Plivot and Chalons. We
made camp outside of Chalons. The boys
were allowed to visit Chalons and most
of them had supper in that city. This is

the first time we have been in civilization

for many months. We passed the 28th
Division on the road. It is a terribly

dark night. We have a sergeant and 11

men on guard.

Sept. 12—Cool and Showers. Broke camp
early this morning. The surrounding
country is beautiiul. We stopped at

Vitry-la-Francaise, where the boys bought
out a store of all its hot bread, cheese,
jam, etc. It sui'e was good stuff. We
continued and passed through the towns
of Moncetz, Cheppy, Pogny, Le Chaussel,
Vitry, Jusecourt, Minecourt, Villees-le-

Sec, Rambecourt. We made camp for the
night at Chaumont sur Aire. It is very
cold. The officers were almost kicked
out of a truck in which they were sleep-

ing. Some of the boys were called down
for singing, by a major.

Sept. 13—Showers. We left Chaumont sur
Aire. Had our dinner of Red Horse, etc.,

m the ammunition dump along the road.
Todav we saw our first U. S. A. locomo-
tive in action. Arrived at some barracks
near Dugney, and made camp. The men
had to sleep in the barracks. Guards
were posted, but some of the fellows were
A. W. 0. L. already. Oixlers came in that
evening to get out of there by 11:00
o'clock or as actually read, by 23 o'clock
that night. We loaded up again in the
dark and finally left at 12:00 P. M.

Sept. 14—Cold and Cloudy. Traveled last

night and arrived in Souilly at 2 :00 A. M.,
where we made camp in the street, the
men shifting for themselves. There is a
prison cage in the city containing 2,300
Huns and 60 officers. That means souve-
nirs galore. The boys located some beer.

We were jiaid. Six hundred new prison-

ers brought in today.

Sept. 15—Fair and Cold. We had breakfast
and then pulled out of Souilly for about a
mile further up the road. Here we met
Company "H," who had beaucoupe mail for
us and copies of the "Highwayman," the
23rd's official journal. This was the first

we had seen of the paper. We also meet
Col. Peak at Senoncourt, who gave us or-

ders to proceed to Parois. On the way to

Parois the trucks had to travel 200 yards
apart, for safety's sake. We arrived at
our camp, which is under direct observa-
tion by enemy balloons, at 10:00 o'clock in

the evening. Some of the trucks got lost

and did not get in until later.

Sept. 16—Showers. We were uo earlv this

morning. The French officers ordered us
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to move the trucks into camouflage. The
men are not allowed to get in the open,

and trucks are not allowed to go in or out

of camp in the day time. Mail is received.

A detail cleared out the barracks in camp,
but the men preferred sleeping in their

pup tents near the dug-outs. The big

grave yards of Verdun were seen on our

way to camp. This evening the Boche
came over and dropped G. I. cans. Every-

body made for the dug-outs.

Sept. 17—Showers. A detail was sent to

the Vadelaincourt Quarry. They worked
along with Indo-Chinese. Some of the

boys were put in charge of a detail from
the 108th Engineers. Eight bags of mail

are received. A Hun plane came over and
dropped propaganda. Our trucks were
covered with tarpaulins, so that the en-

emy would not be able to see what the

trucks carried. We are building a reserve

ration dump. Many large guns are being

moved up. A heavy artillery action oc-

curred. Huns shot down the balloon close

to camp.

Sept. 18—Showers. A detail was sent to the

quarry. The 1st Platoon has a day off.

They worked all day getting things ready

to move. After supper camp was broken

and we moved to Grange le Compt, near

Rarecourt, arriving there at 9:30 P. M.
Barracks were to be had at this camp and
we speedily made use of them.

Sept. 19—Showers. Everybody is working
now. Details were sent out to the quarry

near Blercourt, to the railroad, to unload

material, and one to work on the Aubre-
ville-Neuvilly Road. Pond and T. T. de-

cide to sleep in a dug-out. Part of our de-

tails worked all night. Traffic conditions

are terrible. Shoemaker sets up his black-

smith shop and gets to work. American
Engineers are building a prisoner stockade

at Lemmes.

Sept. 20—Rain. Details working all night

at Neuvilly storage dump. Details repair-

ing the road in the day time. This for-

mer detail was shelled and gassed several

times during the night. Rats as big as

cats are in the barracks, and many of

them.

Auzeville Quarry,
today.

Clermont was shelled

Sept. 22—Rain. Details working both night
and day. A tool dump at Neuvilly is

started. Neuvilly is heavily shelled, also

Auzeville and Clermont. Many tanks and
troops are coming in. Our tractors are
taken up to the front.

Sept. 23—Stormy. We have started storing

material in Neuvilly, which is about two
kilometers from the Front Line. The de-

tail at the Auzeville Quarry was shell6d

and gassed, which kept the boys in the

dug-out most of the time. Day and night
work continues. Details are working the
537th Engineers. Some of the boys vis-

ited Verdun.

Sept. 21—Rain. Details are out working
coons. Trafl'ic is blocked on a four way
road. Our trucks made two kilometers in

two hours. Our details are mixed up. We
are working a detail of the 537th Engi-

neers along with some Moroccans in the

Sept. 24—Showers. Details are cleaning the

road west of the Aire River at Neuvilly.

A detail is storing material at Auzeville.

Our night detail was gassed three times
during the night. Tanks, guns, troops and
supplies are coming up. A heavy artil-

lery battle is on. We had beaucoup hot
cakes for breakfast.

ARGONNE-MEUSE

Sept. 25—Showers and Cold. There was a
big traffic block during the night. A
heavy barrage was put over at 11 :00 P. M.
on our left. Our night detail was ordered

to leave Neuvilly at midnight. A terrific

barrage opened up at 2:00 A. M. Our men
work all night, no rest for them. The of-

fensive begins all along the line.

Sept. 26—Showers. We were up at 5:30
A. M. and after breakfast, moved to Neu-
villy. The company left the barrack bags
at Grange le Compt. Prisoners are coming
back. We left Neuvilly and arrived at the

First Crater at 1 :00 A. M. Two thousand
men are on the job building a telford base
shoo-fly around the crater. We assisted

the Pioneer Engineers on our arrival but

at 8:00 P. M. we took full charge of build-

ing a two way road around the crater.

Col. Peak was on the job for a while di-

recting the work. The enemy is shelling

our batteries on the right. Traffic was
blocked for 24 hours for miles back of the

crater. We formed three 8-hour shifts,

thus working day and night. Four shells

landed within a few feet of a gang of our

boys but none were hurt. We sent a de-

tail further up to Bourevilles to remove
debris and obstructions from the road.

The kitchen is now serving six meals a
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day, or two meals for each gang. A Hun
machine gun holding the hill on our left,

cut loose at us but did no damage, al-

though the bullets were hitting in the

planks and lumber piles. Heavy shell fire

coming in all around us. The German
prisoners are carrying back our wounded.
A Hun plane came over us and shortly

after, eight shells landed on the road,

wounding a number of men.

Sept. 27—Rain. We finished the first crater

this morning and moved up to the second.

There are 2,000 men on the job. When
we arrived a six-inch gun was stuck in

the mud. We gave a lift toward getting

it out, when it hit a mine which blew up
the gun, killing several fellows and wound-
ing ten. The first hundred feet of this

shoo-fly was made with telford base, but
the remainder was made into a plank road.

The road at present is only one way. A
Hun avaitor dropped gas bombs on a bat-

tery to our right and then made use of

his machine gun. We are shelled heavily.

The lines advance further today. The ar-

tillery went across our new road at 2 :00

A. M. We buried five American soldiers

on the Varennes side of the crater. A big
barrage is in progress all along the line.

Marz finds a German Major and his or-

derly, brings them into Varennes and
turns them over to the M. P.'s. A Hun
plane swoops and gets a balloon nearly
over us, but the boys got him before he
went far.

Sept. 28—Rained hard all day. We widened
the plank road at the second crater to a
two way road. We saw a big air battle

in which one American and three Huns
were downed. A Hun plane gets another
American balloon, but five of our planes
chased him and brought him down just
inside of our lines. Gen. Pershing goes
over our road and gets out of his car and
speaks to some of our boys. Machine gun
bullets keep bothering our men. The
traff'ic is tremendous, 12,000 vehicles hav-
ing been counted passing a given point in

24 hours.

Sept. 29—Rain. The main road is being
widened from Boureuilles to Varennes.
We have a detail maintaining the plank
road night and day. The night detail goes
to work at 6:00 P. M. and is relieved at
6:00 A. M. The men suff'er from the cold.

Neuvilly was shelled. Machine guns work
on our details. Between the noise of the
artillery and being bitten by fieas, it is

hard to get any sleep at night.

Sept. 30—Rain and Cold. Details still work-
ing night and day on repairing and main-
taining roads. The night detail was
shelled most of the time. Machine guns
hinder our work. The big batteries are
now over a mile behind us, and they keep
up a heavy fire all day. One of our avi-
ators dashed to earth about 100 yards
from the road. The 1st Division is com-
ing up.

Oct. 1—Colder and Rain. We sign the pay-
roll. A big shell landed in a gravel pit
worked by our boys just a few minutes
after they had got out. We are still work-
ing day and night maintaining it. A Hun
swept up and down the road using his ma-
chine gun on the traffic. We are working
the 54th Pioneer Infantry, but they don't
have much "pep." The "Sal" has moved
into Neuvilly.

Oct. 2—Frosty and Cold. Details are work-
ing the 54th Pioneer Infantry at Varennes
and Cheppy. There are beaucoupe batter-
ies around us. The French begin building
a bridge over the first crater. The "Sal"
opens up, candy and eats. The Huns make
a raid on the roads.

Oct. 3—Cloudy and showers. The 1st Divi-
sion goes over the top. Two thousand
cases have gone through the dressing sta-
tion at Neuvilly. All the batteries are
moving forward. Several naval guns come
up and get into action. The "Sal" made
some swell doughnuts and cofi'ee. Neu-
villy was bombed this evening.

Oct. 4—Cloudy. A heavy barrage was
thrown over at 5:15 A. M. and a big ad-
vance was made. Twenty-two Hun planes
came over—one stayed. We packed up to
move but it was a false alarm. The de-
tails went out at 10:00 A. M. We had hot
coffee and doughnuts at the "Sal".

Oct. 5—Cold. Our details are working in
Varennes and Cheppy. The "Sal" gets in
a big supply of cookies and candy.

Oct. 6—Cloudy. Rumor has it that the Cen-
tral Powers are asking for peace on Wil-
son's terms. This morning at 9:00 o'clock
we left Neuvilly and hiked to Varennes.
Our packs were terribly heavy. Stack
found his "Aladdin's" Cave. It contained
many bottles of champagne and wines, etc.

We found in four hours what Jerry could
not find in four years. We made camp in
dug-outs and pup tents along the Aure
River. Varennes is of historical interest,
as here the flight of Louis XIV and Marie
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Members of the "Lost Battalion" Getting Their First Meal At a Regimental Kitchen,

After Having Been Cut Off By the Enemy for Six Days With But One Day's Rations.
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Antoinette was discovered. Two large
batteries of 155's are stationed in town.
Four thousand trucks pass through here
in 24 hours. Our men are still working
the Pioneer Infantry.

Oct. 7—Showers. We opened up a quarry
on the Cheppy Road, but it is not of much
account, so the detail went to Charpentry.
This detail was shelled here. No damage
done except the killing of several horses.
The detail on the second crater built a fire

in a dug-out and had to wear their gas
masks on account of the smoke. Wine
still holding out.

Oct. 8—Cold and Raining. A heavy barrage
was on all day and night. All the roads
were shelled down to the first crater. We
have a detail tearing down the walls of
demolished buildings in Charpentry in or-

der to get rock. Charpentry was heavily
shelled today, and there was an air battle
directly overhead. There was much noise,

for everybody around was shooting at the
Boche planes, of which there were twenty.
Murphy and Bull Yake mixed it un today.
We were served doughnuts and coffee at

the "Sal" in Varennes.

Oct. 9—Cloudy and Terribly Cold. Details
the same as yesterday. Many Boche pris-

oners are coming through. A Hun plane
shot down one of our balloons, but we
got him at Fleville.

Oct. 10—Fair and Mild. Shells were dropped
just behind our camp truck on the Neu-
villy-Varennes Road. Another shell struck
a truck loaded with packs and scattered
the packs all over the landscape. Our
Charpentry detail is still at work. Ten
Huns were over today and got one of our
balloons. We got one of the planes.

Oct. 11—Cloudy. Charpentry detail is shelled
and gassed. Rumors of peace are heard.
Coffee and doughnuts at the "Sal". Hun
planes are over. A heavy barrage is in

progress.

Oct. 12—Rain. Details left to work Com-
panies "A", "B", "C" and "D" of the
815th Pioneer Infantry at Clermont. They
are to act as instructors on the Army
Method of Road Building. The rest of the
company is getting good grub now. Some
of the boys left for the R. 0. T. C. The
misfits are left in camp. A detail is still

working in Charpentry. Gassed D. T.'s

leave for hospital.

Oct. 13—Sunday—Cloudy and Showers. The
boys bathe in Varennes in a bath house.
They are allowed three minutes to do the
job in. There are a lot of trucks lying
in the ditches along the road. Germany
talks with Wilson on his fourteen points.
Detail at Charpentry eats and shoot craps
in the ruins of the old church.

Oct. 14—Cloudy and Cold. A heavy barrage
is on. Good doughnuts and eats were
served at the "Sal." Beaucoupe prisoners
pass our camp. A couple of the boys sal-

vaged a German machine gun and had
some practice. It is some weapon. We re-

ceive some mail.

Oct. 1.5—Rained all day and night. German
prisoners say that they are through with
their kaiser. We attended a band concert
at Charpentry given by the 150th Field
Artillery Band. Mail is received. The first

broad gauge locomotive pulls into Va-
rennes.

Oct. 16—Rained hard. Gen. Foch is to dic-

tate peace terms. A detail of the 54th
Pioneer Infantry is working with our de-
tail in Charpentry.

Oct. 17—Rain and Cold. Gen. Pershing
passes through Varennes. Sergt. Weeks
is transferred from the company. We still

have our Charpentry detail. Rumors are
that the Americans have taken Grand Pre.
German prisoners continue to come back.
A 6-inch naval battery is at work about
60 or 100 yards from our Chari^entry de-
tal. A big bunch of Boche planes were
over today.

Oct. 18—Cold with Showers. Our detail with
Company "A", and Company "B", 815th
P. I., return to the company. The other
details are still out. Christmas package
coupons are given out. Rumors are that
riots are occurring in Berlin.

Oct. 19—Cloudy and Cold. Our details with
Companies "B" and "C", 815th P. I., re-
turn to the company. The Charpentry de-
tail is loading stone. They also broke up
some tombstones that were found on the
hill and are using them to patch the road.
Hun bombing machines come over.

Oct. 20—Sunday—Rained hard all day. We
received 19 sacks of mail. The company
stood muster at 8:00 A. M.

Oct. 21—Cloudy and Cold. Pay day. De-
tails were out to Charpentry and vicin-
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ity. Hun planes were over this evening
dropping flares and then bombs.

Oct. 22—Fair and Cold. Details were out to

Charpentry. Jerry was over again and
caused a bit of excitement around our
camp with his G. I. cans.

Oct. 23—Fair and Cool. The Spanish "Flu"
is raging. Many of the boys are in the

hospital. Beaucoupe Hun planes were over
this evening from 8:00 to 11:00 P. M.,

dropping eggshells as usual. One landed
about 100 feet from camp. Another land-

ed on top of a locomotive under which
two fellows were taking refuge. Luckily
it was a "dud". The searchlights were
playing up into the sky trying to spot

them. It was a beautiful sight.

Oct. 24-^Fair and Cool. Capt. Hackett has
taken command of the company. Lieut.

Davy, or rather Capt. Davy, as he now is,

being transferred to the Army Road Serv-
ice. Many of the boys ai'e being sent to

the hospital. The rains have flooded the
Aire River, it sure is up high. We were
bombed again.

Oct. 25—Cloudy and Cool. We have started
to work longer hours ; from 5 :00 A. M. to

7 :00 P. M. Also have arranged it so that
each man may be off one day in seven.

Oct. 26—Cloudy. Our Regimental Head-
quarters with Company "E" and the band
have moved to Vraincourt from the S. O.

S. The Chai'pentry detail is out. A Hun
gets another balloon. The men in the bal-

loon jump with their parachutes. A big
feed for the boys was on the bill tonight.

Oct. 27—Fair and Cold. Lieut. Col. Wing
visits camp. Rumors visit camp that for-

mer Sergt. Peek is now a shave tail. Capt.
Hackett gives a talk to the company. The
Hun has been shelling the vicinity for the
past few nights.

Oct. 28—Cloudy and Cold. Company "F"
moves into Charpentry. They were shelled
and several wounded. A Hun aviator gets
a balloon near Cheppy, and the balloon
near camp was also brought down. We
receive rumors than Ludendorf has re-
signed. The Allies are giving the Hun
hell along the whole line. Beaucoupe
cooties in the company.

Oct. 29—Cold. A detail of our men is work-
ing Company "E", 27th Engineers, on the
road near Mt. Blainville. We signed the
pay-roll again. A heavy barrage is on. We

saw another big air battle today. Capt.
Davy is in the hospital with wounds re-

ceived hunting souvenirs with Lieut. Col.

Wing. Rumors are that Austria has quit.

Oct. 30—Cold. Rumors are that Vienna has
demanded a separate peace. Also that we
are to move to Grand Pre. The church
at Clermont is blown down completely but
the shrine is still standing. All the terri-

tory around here has seen many battles in

the old days. A heavy barrage is on.

Oct. 31—Cloudy. The company was up early
this morning, had mess and at 7:00 A. M.
started on a hike to Four de Paris, which
is in the Argonne Forest. We arrived
there at 1:00 P. M. This is Hallowe'en
night and everything is quiet for some
reason or other. Hart H. J. rides the mo-
tor bike against Shorty's wishes. Com-
pany "K", 23rd Engineers, takes our place
at Varennes. We have good dug-outs,
etc., at Four de Paris. It is a historical
place. Caesar once used this place as a
camp.

Nov. 1—Fair and Mild. There has been a
heavy barrage all day and night. Mail is

received. We have a detail out cleaning
the road at La Chalade. .R. J. retui'ns

from A. W. O. L. He is punished by be-
ing made to dig holes. We have orders
to move but did not go. Salvage re-

turns.

Nov. 2—Rain and Cold. Detail still clean-
ing the road. Turkey surrenders Darda-
nelles and prisoners. Mail is received. The
82nd Division goes out.

Nov. 3—Rain. We had half of the company
off. They stood in.spection at 4:00 P. M.
Shorty asks if emery paper was used on
the rifles. Details out scraping mud off

the roads. We receive rumors that Presi-
dent Wilson is assassinated.

Nov. 4—Fair and Cold. The other half of
the company is off, and stand inspection
in the afternoon. Chaplain Cotter gives
us K. of C. candy, cigars, cigarettes and
gum. The boys return from detached serv-
ice. A couple of them got lost and slept
in No Man's Land with the 114th Engi-
neers, returning to the company the next
morning.

Nov. 5—Cloudy and Cold. The whole com-
pany has an off day and stands inspection
at 4:00 P. M. Capt. Hackett gives us a
speech, tells us that we have been resting
the past few days. We were not aware
of the fact. It was our oft'icial rest.
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Names of new first class privates are pub-

lished. Heres one day's crop of L. D.

:

(1) President Wilson is shot. (2) Austria

gives up. (3) The Americans can't catch

up with the Hun retreat on this front. (4)

We are to go back to the S. O. S. to get

our leaves. (5) We go to the front again.

Nov. 6—Cloudy. We were up early, had
mess, and started hiking to St. Juvin. We
made the 15 miles over mud roads by
3:00 o'clock in the afternoon. There are

good billets to be had here. On the way,
we passed a big German gun with the

breech blown oft'. In St. Juvin there is a
German machine gun dump.

Nov. 7—Rain. We are cleaning the mud
from the Grand Pre Road. Many refu-

gees are returning from Germany. Peace
rumors are floating around. The paners
say that German Peace Delegates have
left Berlin to see Foch. Lieut. Gerten ar-

rives in the company. We see prisoners

who did not know that America was in

the war. Spoils of war are thick. The
burial squad is busy.

Nov. 8—Rain. New sergeants and corporals

are made. Peace rumors are heard and a

big celebration is put on. The Americans
have entered Sedan. We found an Amer-
ican soldier with a bomb tied in his hands.

A burial detail lifted him up and the bomb
exploded, wounding five men, one having
his hand blown oft'. We have a detail on
the road filling up shell holes.

Nov. 9—Rain. The 80th Division gives a
band concert. The artillery is still roar-

ing away. The papers say that a republic

has been declared in Bavaria, also that
Germany is given 72 hours to decide

whether or not to accept the peace terms.

Lieut. Gerten has a new method of patch-
ing the road—by means of barb-wire.

Mail is received. Leather jerkins are is-

sued. A detail is working on the bridge

at Grand Pre.

Nov. 10—Heavy Frost. Cold. Leaves, or

passes, are to be given in 48 hours. Ru-
mors are that the kniser has abdicated
his throne. Big celebration (premature).
Mike finds two socks on one foot and one
on the other.

THE ARMISTICE

Nov. 11—Raining and Co'd. The armistice
goes into efteet at 11 :00 A. M. The finish

we hope. Edwards and Ellington are
burned out at 1 :00 A. M. No casualties.

A detail starts work on building a road to

Evacuation Hospital No. 7.

Nov. 12—Rain. News of the signing of

the armistice is posted on the bulletin

board. We celebrate by scraping the mud
olF the road. Many nui'ses from the hos-

pital visit camp. A. L. D. rumor is that

we have 14 months' work to do after peace
is declared. Another is that we are to go
home in six weeks.

Nov. 13—Cold and Fair. War is surely over.

No more G. I. cans or pot shots by the

Huns. No more sound of aeroplanes by
night. We have rockets, camp-fires and
everything going. It seems strange as

hell. A detail is sent out to Grand Pre.

Nov. 14—Cold and Clear. We were up early,

packed and moved by trucks to Fort Sou-
ville and Travennes. Fort Douamont is on
our left. Our camp is about six kilometers
from Verdun. There is « wonderful under-

ground city in Verdun. Pill boxes and
underground passages are thick. The dug-
outs are cold and dark. We passed the

26th Division on the road. Rumors are

that the Crown Prince has been murdered.

Nov. 1.5—Cold. The 1st Division comes in.

Details are working on the roads, in

quarry and in camp. Returned Allied pris-

oners of war pass us. There are Rouman-
ians, Italians, French and British. They
sure are in a terrible condition. This is

paradise for the souvenir hunters. The
"dope" is that we are to be home by
Christmas. Truck Company No. 9 arrives

at Fort Souvelle. This is a terrible place.

There are 40,000 French and Germans
buried here.

Nov. 16—Very Cold. Details working on the

Metz-Verdun Highway, also in the quar-

ries. We almost freeze. No fires are al-

lowed to be made. "Put that fire out.

What's your name?" We stole rock from
the French maintenance piles. The Ger-
man advance post is near our gang at the

crater. A German officer visited us and
was interned. Returned prisoners are tell-

ing of inhuman treatment received at the

hands of the Boche. The papers say that

American Engineers at the front are do-

ing superhuman work on the roads.

Nov. 17—Cloudy and Cold. We have opened
up and are operatino' a quarry near the
Metz road. We receive passes to Verdun.
The 1st Division crosses the line, all

decked out in new uniforms, flags and
band. Rumors are e-oing the rounds that

we are to move to Metz. We are ordered
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to sew a black k'tter "A" on our left

sleeve. Truck goes to Auzevilb to get new
clothing for the boys going on leave.

Nov. 18—Cloudy and Cold. It snowed for

the first time this evening. Lieut. Gertcn
lined up the Shines on detail, in order lo

make them pick by count. All ready?
1-2-3-4! We are given a lecture on "Burn-
ing Powders." The 815th P. I. arrives and
everyone is called "'Ensign." We started

to work them at noon. In Verdun is a
beautiful statue erected to the Defenders
of Verdun of 1870.

Nov. 19—Cloudy and Cold. New non-coms
are announced. Murmurs are heard in the

ranks. We have a detail on the road and
one loading trucks in the t|uarry. Kumors
are that all trusk and wagon companies
are turning in their equipment and get-

ting ready to return to the States.

Nov. 20—Cold and Rain. Heavy Frost. Ru-
mors are that we are to go back to head-
quarters soon. Details are on detached
service to the 815th P. I. There is a big

shake up in the kitchen force. The or-

derly also quit. Gen. Pershing, Bullard,

M. Poincare and M. Clemenceau pass en
route to Metz.

Nov. 21—Terribly Cold. A detail of souve-

nir hunters visit Jeandelize and Metz. Pay
day. We will be home by Christmas

—

L. D. Passes are to be granted. Men had
a day off.

Nov. 22—Cold and Fair. Boys that are to

go on leave must pass a cootie inspection.

Carter arrived back to the company—with
two overcoats, a helmet and an M. P.'s

badge. A detail was sent to the tjuarry

but worked only an hour or so. Lieut.

Douglas of Company "E" is assigned to

Company "A".

Nov. 23—Cold and Fair. Boys on leave Hst
will be sent to Aix-la-Bains. We have a
"Y" entertainment for the officers at Ver-
dun. The enlisted men are told to wait
for the second show. After standing for
two hours waiting, we were told that there
was no second show. The "Y" certainly
got "hooted." We have some A. W. 0.
L.'s to Metz. An aeroplane drops us pa-
pers, the Herald and the Tribune.

Nov. 24—Sunday—Rain. We have Sunday
off now for the whole company. It's an
A. E. F. order. The censor is lifted. Beau-
coupe letters are written home. Lieut.
Trax and the Mayor of Etain find beau-
coupe francs that were buried.

Nov. 25—Rained all night and most of the
day. Details are out on the road and in

the quarry. We are repairing the ioad at

Etain.

Nov. 26—Rain. Details are sent to Etain to

work on the roads. Mail is received. We
rece.ve orders to move.

Nov. 27—Rained all day. We pack up to

move—souvenirs and all. The officers did
not like the Chateau at Olley, so we moved
to Jeandelize. The trees along the road
are all mined and ready to be exploded.
We found enough mineral water to last

the company for some time. It is good
dope. We have the best quarters we've
ever had. Beaucoupe souvenirs are here,

too.

Nov. 28—Snow. We have a holiday for
Thanksgiving Day. We signed the pay-
roll. We had a dandy dinner. The bunch
on detached service is getting slum to eat.

Four men left for Nice on their leave.

Twenty-five others have orders to go on
leave.

Nov. 29—Cold and Rain. The history de-
tail is started. Details are out working
the Shines. Twenty-five leave for the
permissions, at 4:30 P. M. to Ai.\-la-Bains.

Nov. 30—Cold. We now have a half day off

on Saturdays. It is an A. E. F. order.
The company receives more mail.

Dec. 1—Sunday—Clear and Cool. The com-
pany is off for the day. In.spection of
rifles and quarters at 10:00 A. M. \
bunch of fellows hike to Metz. Red Cross
train arrives in town and spreads good
cheer.

Dec. 2—Cold and Clear. Formation at 7:00
A. M. Details cleaning up town and fix-

ing the roads. Details return to the
Pioneer Infantry. Frog artillery passes
through.

Dec. 3—Cold and Clear. Formation at 7:00
o'clock. Details cleaning the town and the
roads. L. D. has it we are to go home in

a month. Mail is received. A bunch of

fellows visit Metz. Ledin visits camp en
route to Metz. Detail to the crater.

Dec. 4—Cold and Damp. Mail is received.
Pay day. Detail to Etain. Boys salvage
good rum from a passing train. Details
cleaning camp.

Dec. 5—Cold and Damp. Details around
camp. Rumors are getting stronger about
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going home. The supply department is

checking up our issue. Ban is hfted off

of Metz for three days.

Dec. 6—Cloudy and Foggy. Details work-
ing around camp. Our service battalion is

working around Etain and Conflans. Ru-
mors say that we are to go to Neufcha-
teau. Lieut. Kern returns from his vaca-
tion.

Dec. 7—Cloudy and Cold. Details same as
yesterday. Four sergeants leave for leave
area.

Dec. 8—Cold and rain. Inspection was held
at 9:00 A. M. Lieut. Gerten inspected the
rear rank. Nobody passes. Lieut. Trax
is on his vacation Bunch leave for vaca-
tion.

Dec. 9—Cold and Rain. Formation at 7:00
A. M. Chow is good. Lieut. Kern is in

charge of camp detail, cleaning up the
back yards.

Dec. 10—Raining hard all day. Formation
at 5:00 A. M. Stack leaves for Paris for
work on the Stars and Stripes. Four men
leave every day for their vacations.

Dec. 11—Details around camp cleaning up.
Rained hard all night.

Dec. 12—Cold and Showers. Bunch of fel-

lows arrive from Nice. President Wilson
lands at Brest.

Dec. 13—Raining hard all day. We are now
attached to the 2nd Army, and to the 1st
Battalion of the 2ord. Twenty-four of the
boys are back from Aix-la-Bains.

Dec. 14—Cloudy and Cold. Bunch of fellows
arrive from their vacations. Murphy re-
turns from his sojourn in Paris. The 28th
Division is coming in. A Major and Lieu-
tenant Colonel dine with us today.

Dec. 15—Cold and Showers. The company
is off today. Ledin arrives in camp with
a box of souvenirs. They disappear. Part
of the barracks bags were brought from
their storage today.

Dec. 16—Cold and Rain. Coates is acting
Top Sergeant. Bunch of mail arrives in

camp. A bunch of fellows are back from
Nice. An ammunition dump close to camp
is set on fire.

Dec. 17—Cold and Rain. Mail is received.
The K. P.'s got a good issue from a pass-
ing train; flour, ets. A bunch returned
from their vacations.

Dec. 18-—Cold and Rain. Bunch of fellows
leave for Aix la Bains.

Dec. 19—Cold and Cloudy. Snow flurries in

P. M. All barrack bags are brought to

camp. Raining hard in the evening.

Dec. 20—Cold and raining hard all day. Mail
is received. Rumors are that we are to

move up to Longuyon. The River Orne
overflows and covers the valley.

Dec. 21—Rain and Cold. The Oi-ne River is

still getting higher. Mess sergeant is pre-

paring for the Christmas dinner.

Dec. 22—Sunday—Rained hard all day. In-

spection of rifles and billets was held at

9:00 A. M. Boys get hell, but all consider
the source. Daily papers are brought into

camp.

Dec. 23—Cold, Rain and High Wind. Detail

to decorate mess hall for Christmas. The
mess sergeant at Nancy for Christmas
supplies. Craighill brings "dope" from
headquarters that we are to remain over
here for a long time. The mess sergeant
returns at 9:00 P. M. with beaucoupe tur-

key, etc.

Dec. 24—Cold and Cloudy. Extra detail pre-

paring Christmas dinner. The mess ser-

geant is out rustling spuds. Big plans for

tomorrow dinner. Started to snow at 9 :30

P. M. Orders arrive in camp for one-half

day oft' each day from Dec. 26 to the first

of the year, inclusive. Details works until

1 :00 A. M. roasting turkey.

Dec. 25—Cold and Snow Flurries. All the
boys on detached service arrive in camp
for dinner. Dinner is to be served at

1:00 P. M. Negroes from the 815th Pio-

neer Infantry entertain during the dinner
with songs and dance. Short speeches
were given by the following men: Lieut.

Estelle, Lieut. Trax, Lieut. Kei-n, also the
Captain of Truck Company No. 9 ; Alvord,
Leber, Murphy and "Sarg." Carter. Christ-

mas presents were received from the Y.
M. C. A. and the K. of C. in the form of

candy and smokes. A truck load of boys
were invited down to the 815th P. I. for

a minstrel show Lieut. Gerten also spoke
during the dinner.

Dec. 26—Cold and Cloudy. Formation was
held at 7:00 A. M. Men out on detached
service return to their work, taking full

equipment with them. Lieut. Gerten
leaves for his vacation. Details work un-
til noon, the rest of the day is off. Capt.

Hackett returned to the company today.
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Rumor now has it that we are to be home
in January. A few of the Christmas pack-

ages arrived this evening.

Dec. 27—Cold and Cloudy. Details out to

relieve Murphy and Guzzo. Bunch leave

for Aix-la-Bains. Coutant and Cumber-
patch return from their extended leave in

Paris visiting Hard-Boiled Smith.

Dec. 28—Cold and raining hard all day.

Capt. Hackett, Lieuts. Kern and Estell to

Toul on business.

Dec. 29—Rained hard all day. Inspection

was held at 9:00 o'clock. Maj. Watson
visits camp. Four men leaving each day
for their vacations.

Dec. 30—Cold and Rain. Mess sergeant to

Nancy to purchase our New Year's dinner.

Lieut. Trax leave for the hospital. Col.

Johnson, formerly of the 23rd, paid a visit

to a detail at Constine Farm.

Dec. 31—Cold and Cloudy. Detail enlarging

mess hall and building stage. Detail dec-

orating hall. Turkeys being baked for to-

morrow dinner. Began raining at 3 :00

P. M. Boys coming in from detached
service. Four men leave for Nice. Big
celebration, noise and fire-works cele-

brate the New Year.

Jan. 1—Clear and Cool. Holiday. No work
today. Big preparations for dinner. A
swell feed for the boys. Truck Company
No. 9 officers dine with our officers. Din-
ner was served at 1 :00 P. M. Speeches
were given by Capt. Hackett and others.

Entertainment by Company "C," 815th
Pioneer Infantry. They were very good.

Everybody enjoyed the dinner and ate the
limit. Fine supper was served the boys in

the evening. 'The mess hall was decorated
for the occasion.

Jan. 2—Clear Day. Cold and windy. Men
return to detached service. Rumors that
we shall move Monday. Twenty bags of

mail containing Christmas packages arrive
today. Four boys left for Nice. German
officers bring a bunch of locomotives
through Jeandelize to be delivered to the
Allies. Orders come for a detachment of

men to report to the Service Battalion at

Bras. Cameron. Frost and Ament return
from the R. 0. T. C. 3rd Looeys or Dove-
tails.

Jan. 3—Cold and Showers. The detachment
left for Bras. Battalion Headquarters
move tomorrow Four men leave for Nice.

Capt. Hackett is sick in bed. Boys get

their Christmas packages.

Jan. 4—Clear, Cold and Windy. Leaves are
called off. Capt. Baker visits camp. We
are to move Monday to Billy-sur-Man-

giennes.

Jan. 5—Sunday—Stormy and Wind. Ter-
ribly cold. Inspection of rifles and billets

at 9:00 P. M. Pay day. Terribly stormy
this evening.

Jan. 6—Cold and Cloudy. Breakfast was
served at 6:00 A. M. Trucks are packed
and we started for Billy. We arrived
there at noon. Boys hunt quarters and
fix them up. Big bunch arrive from Aix-

la-Bains. Dinner at 3:15 P. M. No sup-
per. Started to rain at 4 P. M. and rained
hard all evening.

Jan. 7—Cold and Fair. Detail fixing up
camp. Company "A" salvages one Hun
locomotive. Detail sees about putting in

electric lights. Mail is received. Com-
pany "A" indoor sport ; killing time.

Jan. 9—Cold and Rain. Detail salvages a
couple of gasoline locomotives. A detail is

working on bath house. Doctor Shaffer,

Dentist, is assigned to our company.

Jan. 8—Cold and Fair. Detachments out to

own property here visit town. Detail wir-
ing houses. Electric lights were turned
on at 5:00 P. M. Schedule for electric

lights: 4:00 A. M. to 8 A. M. and 4:00
P. M. to 10:30 P. M. The bath house is

almost completed.

Jan. 10—Fair and Cold. Lieut. Gerten re-

turns from his vacation. Details are all

working hard????? Bath house is com-
pleted and working fine. Our railroad de-

partment has salvaged another locomotive,
making us two locomotives and two gas
engines. We now have a big railroad sys-

tem, e'ectric light plant and bath house.
The power plant was out for a while this

evening.

Jan. 11—Cold and Cloudy. Detail out over-
hauling new locomotive. Starting snow-
ing at 10:30 A. M. Rained all afternoon.
Inspection by Lieut. Gerten. Sandusky is

informed that he is not running this

army. (Gertie was.)

Jan. 12—Sunday—Cold and Cloudy. The
company is off. Inspection of guns and
quarters was held. Our proposed Sunday
excursion to Longuyon was called off.

Snow and sleet this morning. The bath
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house is in full blast. Transportation de-
partment salvages a Ford. The owners
hunted for it and finally got it. A Red
Cross show to be here next Saturday
night.

Jan. 13—Cold and Cloudy. Details are out
with the Pioneer Infantry. Court martial
of three of the boys is held. Detail sal-

vages a new electric plant. Issue of candy
from the Q. M. Second issue. Six boys
back from vacation.

Jan. 14—Cold and Drizzling Rain. Details
cleaning up town. French artillery passes
through en route to the frontier. Our
rolling stock composed of five locomo-
tives, two gas motors, one speedster and
twenty gravel cars. One train crew re-
ports to Etain to haul gravel for the Pio-
neer Infantry. Lieut. Trax returns from
the hospital. Gerten salvages beaucoupe
chocolate for the company.

Jan. 15—Cold and Rain. Rained all night.
Officers start their own mess at the Cha-
teau. Cady is cooking for them. Ober-
wetter and Walker with train crew take
gravel to Etain. Mail is received. Boys
come back from leave. Railroad detail

salvages beaucoupe locomotives.

Jan. 16—Fair and Cold. Railroad and elec-

tric details out to work. Talk is given by
the doctor. Coates reads us the Articles
of War. The company photographer is

out getting pictures of No Man's Land
around Verdun.

Jan. 17—Cold and Rain. Railroad detail is

building a spur to the bath house. A de-
tail is cleaning up the streets. Inspection
of billets by Lieut. Gerten.

Jan. 18—Cold and Cloudy. Company works
one-half day. Inspection of rifles and
quarters was held at 2:30 P. M. Details
on detached service return to camp. A
big show is to be given tomorrow night.

Jan. 19—Sunday—Cold and Cloudy. No for-
mation. All details are in camp. Bog-
show tonight. Many oflficers are visiting-

camp. Bunch in from 1st Batallion H(ad
quarters and a wagon company. Evacua-
tion Hospital No. 15 puts on an excellent
show. The hall is crowded. Rained hard
during the night.

Jan. 20—Cold and Cloudy. Men on detached
service return to their work. A bunch of
fellows leave for Nice to day, going from
Spincourt. Railroad crews assigned. One
crew leaves for Etain today. Paul Kolf

and Joe Shirley, of Engineer Headquar-
ters, 1st Army, formerly of Company
"A," visit camp.

Jan. 22—Fair and Cold. The train crew that
left on the 20th returned to camp this
morning, having been lost two days in No
Man's Land. Lieut. Gerten breaks his leg-

in a motorcycle accident. Pitman escapes
injury.

Jan. 23—Cold and Fair. Lieut. Gerten is

taken to a hospital. Pitman is presented
with an Iron Cross. Company details are
out to work.

Jan. 24—Cold and Clear. Sergt. Johnson
and Bob Stack depart for Regimental
Headquarters to publish this week's High-
wayman. The Regimental Band gives a
concert. Men on detached service arrive
in camp. Our second service stripes are
due today.

Jan. 25—Cold and Cle^r. Signed the pay
roll. The Regimental Band gave another
concert this levening. It was very good.
We stood inspection at 2:00 P. M.' A lot

of K. P. material was found.

Jan. 26—Sunday—Clear and Cold. Started
to snow in the afternoon. An inch and a
half fell before night. The band left this

morning for 1st Battalion Headquarters.
Men on detached service return to their
work. The sergeants stage a brilliant stag-

party.

Jan. 27—Cold and Clear. Snow on the ground.
The train crew makes 90 kilometers to-

day. Everyone has to stand the morning-
formation. Dixie and Bob Grey have sal-

vaged their last. L. D. has it that we are
going home in April. Apple cobbler for
supper.

Jan. 28—Cold and Clear. The train crew is

working late hours. Camp details are out
to work.

Jan. 29—Clear and Cool. Snow is still on
the ground. Woolsey returns from de-
tached service. A gymnasium is being
built for indoor athletics. Col. Kerr and
Lieut. Col. Wing visit camp.

Jan. 30—Cold. Snow flurries. Details out
to work. Bath house is to be open from
Friday noon continually till Sunday at
8:00 P. M.

Jan. 31—Cold and Snow Flurries. Railroad
has stopped running on account of fuel.

Camp details : Wood, train crew and elec-
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trical. Owing to the scarcity of coal, char-

coal is being used. Passes are in order
again, and they may be obtained to other
countries under a new G. H. Q. order.

Feb. 1—Cold and Snow. Camp details

worked during the morning. The com-
pany stood inspection of rifles m their

billets at 2:00 P. M. An entertainment
in the evening in our theatre. It was very
good. Lots of excitement in camp tonight.

Parties concerned are put under guard.
Our new electric plant commenced opera-

tion this evening.

Feb. 2—Sunday—Cold and Snow Flurries.

No details out. It is a day off for the
company. The visitors are escorted out of

town this morning. Bob Stack returns
from the S. 0. S. with rumors that we are
to leave for home next month.

Feb. 3—Cold and Snow Flurries. Camp de-

tails and train crew out to work. Five
men return from Nice. The basket ball

floor is nearlv finished.

Feb. 4—Cold and Clear. Camp detail and
train crew out to work. More men return
from their leaves at Nice. Our electricians

install two street lights. One on the cor-

ner at the mess hall and the other at the
oft'ice. The company photographer is very
busy.

Feb. 5—Cold, Snow Flurries and High Wind.
Details the same as yesterday. Our "gym"
is finished this evening. We had the first

try-out for the basket ball team. Twenty-
five men were out for the big team. A
game was played. We have promises of a
good team. Mail is received. Jimmie Mc-
Cormick returns to the company.

Feb. 6—Cold and Clear. Snow is on the
ground. Camp details are out. Forma-
tion was held after supper to warn the
men of gas caused by the blowing up of
German ammunition dumps.

Feb. 7—Cold and Clear. Camp details out.
Pay day. Basket ball practice in the
"gym" this evening.

Feb. 8—Cold and Clear. Snow on the ground.
Camp details out in the morning. Inspec-
tion of rifles and billets was held at 2:00
P. M. Capt. Hackett tells the boys of the
athletic program. Capt. Hackett and
Lieut. Estell inspect quarters. First Bat-
talion Headquarters and Company "A"
play the first game. Company "A" win-
ning by a score of 44-2. After the game,
educational movies were shown. About

half a dozen men saw it through. Three-
day passes to Paris are in order. Milli-

gan leaves for Scotland to get married.
Our first romance.

Feb. 9—Sunday—Cold and Clear. Snow on
the ground. The company is oft today,

except necessary details. The boys are all

out hunting rabbits and quail. Maj. Wat-
son and Capt. Davy visit camp.

Feb. 10—Clear and Cold. Capt. Hackett
talks to the company about the support
of the Highwayman, the regimental pa-

per. The matter is to be voted on by the
company later. Detail around camp. A
detail is blasting frozen ground for a gar-

bage dump with Hun hand grenades. The
basket ball team is practicing every even-

ing.

Feb. 11—Clear and Cold. Snow on the ground.
Details are out to work . Several basket
ball teams are being organized in the
company, and a series of games will be
played as follows : The first game this

afternoon, the cooks beat the office force,

11-8; the Dynamiters beat the Railroad-
ers, 13-2: the History beat the Transpor-
tation, 13-9. Bjorkman and Ellington star.

Feb. 12—Clear and Cold. Snow on the ground.
It is Lincoln's Birthday. Details are out
to work. Terribly cold all day. Hart,
W. D., is transferred to Wagon Company
No. 5.

Feb. 13—Clear and Cold. Men are to be
given a chance to attend school. Either
French or English universities. The com-
pany basket ball team receives a challenge
from the 815th Pioneer Officers for a
game Saturday evening, bringing beau-
coupe francs with them. White, A. P.,

breaks his arm. Mail is received.

Feb. 14—Cloudy and Cold. It is Valentine
Day. Detai's are out to work. Rain in

the afternoon and evening. Rumor has it

that we are to be relieved soon by the
20th Engineers. The company team is

practicing for the big game Saturday
night.

Feb. 15—Cloudy and Rain. Col. Johson
visits camp. The 815th Pioneer Officers
got lost and did not arrive until 8:00 P.

M. Capt. Baker, of Company "B," visits

camp. A .sergeants' meeting was held this
evening. Mail arrives. Men on detached
service are in. Company "A" basket ball

team wins, 51-5. Two "Y" girls entertain.
Rotten.
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Feb. 16—Sunday—Cloudy and rain. The
company is off. Signed the pay-roll. Bas-
ket ball practice.

Feb. 17—Cloudy and Cold. A formation at

7:00 A. M. At formation the men are
given a chance to remain in France. None
of the boys sign up. Post cards are
handed to the company to write home to

their folks or relatives. Details hauling
coal from Spincourt. Rains all afternoon.

Feb. 18—Cloudy and Rain. Formation was
held at 7:00 A. M. "Dopey" Johnson from
Headquarters arrives in camp and tells us
that we are to sail in March. One-half
day off for the company. Boys all go to

the "gym." Detail goes after coal. Trouble
with the French. Stack leaves for Nancy
to write up Company "A" Highwayman.

Feb. 19—Cloudy and Cold. Details are out
to work. The company basket ball team
is practicing for their big game with
Company "B" Saturday afternoon. Neely's
All Stars play the company team. Detail
is hauling gravel and fixing up around the
kitchen.

Feb. 20—Cloudy and Cold. Rained all night.
Details are out to work. The company
team wins from Neely's All Stars, 30-2.

The History team beats the Cooks and
K. P.'s by 20-6. A salvage detail blows
up Hun ammunition dump near camp.

Feb. 21—Cold and Cloudy. Rains hard dur-
ing the night. Company "B" will be here
Saturday. Boxing, wrestling and basket
ball will be pulled off'. Mail is received.
Buffington and Pond go to Headquarters.

Feb. 22—Cold and Rain. Rained hard all

night. Breakfast was served at 7 :00

o'clock. Formation at 8:00 o'clock. The
company is oft' for the day. Company "B"
arrives at 11:30 A. M. Greiner, Cort and
Hungry visit camp. The boxing match
is lost to the 21st Engineers. Wrestling
match goes to Company "B". Company
"A" wins basket ball game from Company
"B" with score of 37-5. Boys are enter-
tained in the evening by four of the 11th
Engineers and two "Y" girls. Lieut.
Hampton, formerly of Company "A," vis-

its camp.

Feb. 23—Sunday—Cloudy and Cold. Forma-
tion was held at 7:00 o'clock. Lieut. Kern
and Lieut. Estell leave for Toul. Rumors
are thick that we are going home soon.
Indoor sports: Throwing Hun hand gre-
nades for distances.

Feb. 24—Cloudy and Cold. Details are all

out to work. Lieut. Trax is in charge of

camp. Capt. Hackett is at Headquarters.
Stack returned from Nancy with a copy of
Ted Walker's Highwayman. Milligan re-

turns to camp a benedict.

Feb. 25—Cold and Rain. Lieut. Trax goes
to Battalion Headquarters. Medical in-

spection and noon formation. Capt. Hack-
ett returns from Headquarters. Lieut.

Kern and Lieut. Estell return from Toul.

Feb. 26—Cold, Cloudy and Showers. For-
mation at 7:00 o'clock. Details are out to

work. Weather cleared up in the after-

noon ; the sun shone. Mail arrives. The
Verdun basket ball team fails to show up.

Feb. 27—Cold and Rain. Details ai-e out to

work. Lots of French are moving into

town every day. Company oft' half day
for athletics. Candy was issueed at noon
mess.

Feb. 28—Cold and Cloudy. Snow flurries.

Detail to work. Some A. S. officers visit

camp.

March 1—Cold and Fair. Details work half
day. Company off. Rifle inspection at

2 :00 P. M. Basket ball scrimmage among
various company teams. Lieuts. Estell

and Kern leave for Nancy. Mail.

March 2—Cold and Raining. Sunday forma-
tion at 8:00 A. M. Burleaud, Stalker and
Roy Hart leave for Sarbonne University,

'

Paris. Stack and Thompson for Montpe-
lier University, and Steele for Oxford
University, England. Six out of thirty-

two Company "A" applicants as against
seventy-two men from other battalions
were allowed to take these four month
courses. One detachment left to herd
"Heinies" (P. G.'s) at Verdun.

March 3—Cold and Raining. Details work
half day.

March 4—Cold and Cloudy. No work, ex-

cept for permanent details.

March 5—Cloudy and Cold. Formation at
7:30 A. M. P. I. Colonel informs us we
have to drill. Company basket ball team
journeys to Conflans tomorrow. Mail.

Capt. Baker of Company "B" in camp.

March 6—Cold and Raining. Rained hard
all night. Bunch are to go to Paris on
leaves. Part of company out to drill at

4 P. M. Maj. Watson visits camp. Com-
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pany basket ball team to Conflans. De-
feat the 341st Infantry team, 18-8.

March 7—Cold and Cloudy. Bunch are to

leave for A. E. F. School (Beaune) today.
Drill at 4 P. M.

March 8—Cold and Cloudy. Drill at 11:30.

Inspection at 2 P. M. Bunch on detached
service coming back for shoes. Guns,
bayonets and ammunition handed m.

March 9—Cold and Cloudy. Formation at

8:00A. M. Showers Sunday. 56th Infan-
try show arrived at 11:00 P. M. Lieuts.

Estell and Kern go to Nancy for the day.
56th sure put on good show. Capt. Davy
visits camp. Big reception (?).

March 10—Cold and Cloudy. Formation at

7:30. Details out to work. Company "I"
bring their basket ball team here Satur-
day. Maj. Anderson of Medical Corps
visits camp today. Drilled at 4:15 P. M.

March 11—Cold and Cloudy. First call at

6:00 A. M. Reveille at 6:15. Details out
to work. "Sarg" Carter present, with a
haircut. Short arm. Drill and hike.

March 12—Clear and cold. First call at 6:00
A. M. Reveille at 6:15. Details out to

work. Capt. Baker in camp.

March 13—Cold and Cloudy. Afternoon off.

No drill. Detachment to Conflans.

March 14—Cold and Clear. Mail. Regular
details. "Y" gives entertainment, "The
Jazz Five." Rumors we are to move to

Etain next week. Company basket ball

team to play the 5th Division.

March 15—Cold, Frosty and Cloudy. De-
tails out to work. Drill at 11:30. In-
spection at 2:00 P. M. Men coming in

from detached service. No basket ball

game. Lieut. Trax goes to Nancy.

March 16—Cold and Cloudy. Reveille at
7:20 A. M. Formation at 8:30. New-
bunch going out on detached service.

March 17—Cold and Showers. St. Patrick's
Day. Details out to work. Mess Sergt.
McCormick brings in reading material, our
first batch. Three men transferred to our
company. One Sergeant made. Details
from Belgium and Meuse move back to
camp. No drill. Flurries of snow. Irish
celebrate. Company officers move.

March 18—Cold and Flurries of Snow. Rev-
eille at 6:00 A. M. Details to Etain and

Pierpont. They are to build barracks. De-
tails loading barracks in this camp and
hauling them to Etain.

March 19—Cold and Frosty. Details to

Etain. Camp details. Basket bail game
tonight. Team that was to play us did
not show up. SOME COLD.

March 20—Cold and Snow. Heavy snowfall
all day.

March 21—Cold and Cloudy. Details to

Etain and Pierpont. Very cold all day.
Company basket ball team left Toul to

play Company "1" for regimental cham-
pionship. Cook detail did not get back to

camp.

March 22—Cold and Cloudy. Details to

work at Etain. Some sore—no work.
Took a big trip to celebrate. Baroncourt
and Pienne—cook detail still out. Small
detachment to Toul. Lieut. Estell still in

charge. Still very cold. Company basket
ball team wins regimental championship
from Company "I", 36-26, also beaucoupe
francs.

March 23—Cold and Cloudy. Formation at

8:30. Two details to saw wood and get
water. Boys returned from Toul after
celebrating championship. 13th Engi-
neers entertain this evening. Very good.
Mail.

March 24—Cold and Rain. Details to Etain
and Pierpont. Rained hard all day. Sergt.
Yake and detail move to Etain.

March 25—Cold and Raining. Detail to

Pierpont. French woman is cooking for

detail . Sure good eats. Mail. Detail at

Etain building barracks.

March 26—Cold and Raining. Detail to

Pierpont. Raining hard all day. Company
"A" wins basket ball game from Truck
No. 2, 36-16. Rumors that war is about
to begin.

March 27—Cold and Snowing. Detail to

Pierpont. Snowed hard most of day. De-
tail is sure feeding .swell. Detail stays
all night at Pierpont.

March 28—Cold and Snowing. Very cold all

day. Detail to Pierpont. Show tonight
by some "Y" girls. Did not make much
of a hit.

March 29—Cold and Cloudy. Snowed all

day long. Sure was terrible cold. Detail
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to Pierpont. Water and wood detail in

camp. Mail.

March 30—Cold and Snowing. Formation
at 6:30. No work today. French mov-
ing back to town. Company rumors are

that we shall be home next month.
Snowed hard all day.

March 31—Cold and Clear. Snow on the
ground. Terrible cold all day. Details to

Pierpont. Truck 9 has plenty in canteen.

April 1—Cold and Clear. Terrible cold all

day. Detail to Pierpont. Snowing to-

day while the sun is shining. Good eats

these days. Mail.

April 2—Clear and Cold. Detail to Pier-

pont. Finished work there today. De-
tail stiades garden for an old French
woman. Returned to Billy at 3 :30. Or-
ders are in that we are to move to Le
Mans. Everybody happy tonight.

April 5—Clear and Warm. Details working
around camp. Lieut. Trax leaves for

Paris. Orders from Headquarters regard-
ing the number of cars wanted by our
company. Boys all celebrate tonight.

April 6—Clear and Warm. Details working
around camp preparing for dej^arture.

"Y" Four puts on a good show. Violinist

and singer are exceptionally fine. Boys
celebrate tonight.

April 7—Cloudy and Cool. Details working
around camp packing up. Details from
Longuyon and Etain return today. o04th
Engineers put on a good show tonight.

Sure to hit the officers.

HOMEWARD-BOUND

April 8—Clear and Cold. Details packing up
all company supplies. Details out woi"k-

ing have all returned. Everybody happy.
Train crews from Etain return. Have
been there since Jan. 15 hauling road ma-
terial, lumber and track.

April 9—Clear and Cool. Everybody up
early. Details all busy. Trucks take our
baggage to Spincourt. Company has sup-
per and leave Billy at 6:00 P.M. Boys
fix up cars, swipe hay from French and
have to pay dear for it. Electrical detail

wire the cars for the trip.

April 10—Clear and Cool. Company up at

6:30. Breakfast at 7:00 A. M. Left Spin-
court at 9:00 A. M. Pass through Con-
flans, Port-a-Moussion. Find Truck No. 1

and Company "C" at Gond-a-Court. Boys
.salvage 11 kegs of beer. Electric lights

are working good. Rained hard this even-
ing.

April 11—Clear and Warm. Travel all day,
passing through Eperney, Chalons, Dor-
mans, Chateau Thierry and Noisy-le-Sec.
Had supper there and then proceeded
around Paris. Only served two meals to-

day. Eats are good.

April 12—Cold and Raining. Side tracked
in car yards northeast of Paris. Leave
here at noon for Le Mans. Sure did have
swell eats today. Saw the Eifi'el Tower
and Ferris Wheel.

April 1:5—Rain and Cold. Rained all morn-
ing, cleared up about noon. Left Le Mans
and came to Belgian camp. Was assigned
to Barracks 61-62-63. This camp is like

Camp Meade. Details are to go out on
road work tomorrow. Mail.

April 14—Plaining and Cold. Company up
at 6:00 o'clock. Breakfast early and out
to work on road. Rains hard all day long.

Detail building road to rifle range. K. C.'s,

"Y.'s" and Commissaries thick.

April 15—Raining and Cold. Rained hard
all day long. Company detail building
road and working hard. The promise is

that when finished they are released from
all work. Rumors that we are to go home
the 1st. Medical inspection today. Issue
of candy and cookies.

April 16—Cold and Cloudy. Rained for a
while and then cleared

tail working on road,
signed to part of our
gravel. Company has
day. Rumor of going
on passes all return,
turns to company.

up. Company de-
Trucks are as-

company, hauling
picture taken to-

home soon. Boys
Lieut. Sleight re-

April 17—Clear and Warm. Company work-
ing on road. One-third are to get their

3 in 1 shot. Details are doing great work
on the road. Boys that took shot sure are
some sick tonight. Mail.

April 18—Cold and Showers. Company
working on the road and driving trucks.

Mail. Rumors that we go home next
month.

April 19—Clear and Warm. Company work-
ing on road. One-half day off. Candy
issue today. Boys get their 3 in 1 shot.

Company "C" beats Company "A" 3-2,

baseball. Mail.
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April 20—Cool and Fair. Company off to-

day. Passes issue to Le Mans. Eggs for

breakfast. Boys get 3 in 1 shot.

April 21—Clear and Cold. Details on road,

road roller and trucks. Beaucoup officers

inspect kitchen. Tei'rible cold all day.

Moving pictures at "Y". Big bunch on
sick list.

April 22—Cold and Clear. Details out to

work. Mail. Rumors are that we leave

the 15th of next month.

April 23—Clear and Warm. Details out to

work. Mail.

April 24—Clear and Cold. Details out to

woi'k. Rumors are that we ai'e to be re-

lieved tomorrow, also that the 1st, 3rd
and 4th Batalions are to go home together.

April 25—Clear and Cool. Details out to

work. Rumors flying thick and fast about
going home. Mail.

April 26—Clear and Cold. Details out to

work. Company works all day.

April 27—Sunday— Cle-ir in A. M. Rained
hard all afternoon. Day off for company.
Big bunch go to Le Mans. Cold all day.

April 28—Cloudy and Cold. Rained and
snowed today. Formation of company to-

day into squads and battalions. Detail
out to work. One-third company oft' to

wash packs and equipments.

April 29—Cold and Raining. One-third of
company oft'. Detail working on road. In-

spe:;tion of company by Colonel next Sun-
day. Mail.

April 30—Clear and Cold. Detail out to

work. Big discussion over our service
records. Mail. Issue of chocolate and
oranges.

May 1—Cold and Showers. Raining off and
on all day long. Details still at work on
road and driving trucks. Formation at
6:00 P. M. Manual of arms. Boys send-
ing all their souvenirs home.

May 2—Cold and Showers. Details out to

work. Orders are that we are to be re-
lieved the 15th. Company drill this even-
ing in the rain. Sure made the boys sore.

Orders are to drill of a morning 7:10 to
7:30. Bob Gray leaves for Paris to join
the Food Commission.

May 3—Cold and Rain. Rained all day long.
Detail out to work. Inspection tomorrow.

Sergt. McCormick takes charge of kitchen.

Mike and the bunch return from their

trip to Dinard. Company drill at 7 :00

A. M. Pay day.

May 4—Sunday—Clear and Cool. Company
off. Company inspected by Col. Kerr and
staff'. Notice posted for big inspection

Tuesday. Twenty per cent of company go
to Le Mans. SOME of the sergeants cele-

brate.

May 5—Clear and Cold. One-third of com-
pany off today. Rest of company doing
maintenance work on Le Mans-Belgian
Camp Road. Gen. Pershing visits rifle

range today. Company boys away to

Beaune return. Grulj is pretty rotten.

May 6—Clear and Warm. Company is in-

spected by Lieut. Col. Wing and Maj.
Baker. Company out to work after in-

spection. "Whiz Bang" Follies tonight at

"Y". Pretty good.

May 7— -Clear and Hot. Sure was hot all

day long. Officer inspectors sure pester
the kitchen. Company out on mainte-
nance work. Rumors are that we embark
at St. Nazaire. Mail. Kaylor and Cap-
tain representing our company in the rifle

shoot.

May 8—Clear and Hot. Company out on
maintenance work. Kaylor fell down in

the shoot. Rumors are that we are to go
to Issur-Tile. Order to turn in all extra
equipment. Big inspection tomorrow.

May 9—Clear and Hot. Company stands in-

spection. Mail. Company drill this after-

noon. Sergt. Carter transferred. Some
of the boys go on a three-day vacation.

May 10—Cloudy and Warm. Company work
one-half day and have inspection. Boys
play baseball this afternoon. Rained hard
from 2:00 to 6:00. Mail.

May 11—Cloudy and Warm. Mothers' Day.
Company off'. All the men writing home.
Company inspection by Kern. Boys re-

fused passes to Le Mans on account of

barracks being dirty.

May 12—Clear and Hot. Company drill to-

day. Terrible hot all day. 1st Battalion
gives dance tonight. Mail.

May 13—Clear and Hot. Company drill this

morning. 1st Battalion dance was a grand
success. Oranges and apples issued to

company. All passes called off.
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May 14—Clear and Hot. Inspection of com-
pany with packs and then made to drill.

Bunch sine was sore. Terrible hot all day.
Orders that we are to leave Friday morn-
ing. Boys hold a big meeting outside of

"Y" hut. Songs and speach by the boys.

May 16—Cloudy and Cool. Company up at

4:00 o'clock. Breakfast at 5:30. Left
Belgian camp at 6:45. Pack on. Eight
mile hike. Line of march : Band, Regi-
mental Headquarters, 1st Battalion Head-
quarters, Companies "A", "B" and "C",
18 Trucks. Mail. Arrived there at 11:00
o'clock. Company drill this afternoon.
Regiment to be reviewed by Gen. Per-
shing tomorrow.

May 17—Clear and Hot. Company up early
preparing for review. Marched down to

review ground about 10:00 o'clock. Sol-

diers there. Gen. Pershing arrives at

10:00 o'clock. Review begins immediate-
ly. Gen. Pershing compliments Captain
on appearance of his men. Makes a speech
to the men. Terrible hot all day long.

May 18—Cloudy and Cool. Band concert at
3:00 o'clock. Gun inspection. Medical in-

spection. Ball game between Company
"C" of 1st Battalion and Company "K"
of 4th Battalion. Company "C" wins by
score of 5-3. Mike gets tossed in the
blanket. Big argument between Battal-
ions. Band concert this evening.

May 19—Cloudy and Hot. Final pack in-

spection by Embarkation Ofticers. "All
men" must have dubbing and shoe laces
to go home. 1st Battalion plays 3rd
Wagon Truck. Wins, 7-1.

May 20—Clear and Hot. Company up
early and packed ready for entraining.
Tents inspected by camp officers. Dinner
and hike for train at 1:45 P. M. Sure
was hot as hell and dusty. Left for Brest
at 4:30 P. M. Regimental Headquarters,
1st Battalion Headquarters, Companies
"A", "B" and C" and Wagon Truck 1,

2, 3, 4. We pass through one beautiful
country. Everybody along route wishing
use "bon voyage." 56 men assigned com-
pany. Sure some crowded. Boys singing-
ail evening.

May 21--Cloudy and Cold. Not much sleep
last night. No breakfast this morning.
Arrived in Brest at 11:30. Had dinner.
Left Brest at 12:15 and hiked over six
kilos to Camp Pontagen. Rain most of
way out. Assigned tents with beds and
mattresses. Six men assigned to a tent.
Cookies, chocolate and cigarettes issued
to the men by company.

May 22—Clear and Cool. Company up early.

Company goes to the delouser and get
new clothes. Sure SOME efficiency here.

March back to camp. Formation and in-

struction how to roll the new packs. Red
Cross bags issued. Detail goes to work
in the kitchen 15. Medical inspection.

Company hands in their French money to

change to U. S. money. Cold this evening.

May 23—Clear and Hot. Up early. Break-
fast. Company to preliminary inspection
of packs. Medical inspection. Rifle cov-
ers issued. Terrible hot. Final inspection
of packs this afternoon. Mail. Company
hands in mackinaws. Fatigue clothes is-

sued. "Gertie" visits camp.
May 24—Clear and Hot. Detail of 100 men

out to work. One detail working a sewer.
Sure was a terrible stinking job. Details
clearing up around negro barracks. They
sure are rubbing it in on the details.

Boys were sore but did not say a word.
Boys get their money in U. S. coin.

May 25—Clear and Warm. Foggy all morn-
ing. Clears up at noon. Terrible hot this

afternoon. Company off.

May 26—Clear and Hot. Company sends
out details this morning. Company or-

dered to "stand by." 1st Battalion, 23rd,
play 1st Battalion of 21st. Ends in a
I'OW.

May 27—Clear and Hot. Part of company
out to work. Medical inspection. Officers

of 23rd beaten by officers of 316th, 19-18.

Capt. Hackett knocks a home run with
two on bases. Details made to work hard.
Officers rag them because they are not
'doing more. Non-coms made today.

May 28—Cloudy and Cool. No details out
to work. 1st Battalion plays 3rd Bat-
talion. 3rd wins, 9-2. Beaucoupe dollars

change hands. Sailing oi'ders come today.
We are to "sand by" at 9 o'clock tomor-
row, ready to leave at any time. Com-
pany turns in fatigue clothes and blankets.

May 29—Clear and Warm. Company up
early. Police around town. 9:30 orders
come to leave. Band leads march. Regi-
mental Headquarters, 1st Battalion Head-
quarters, Companies "A", "B" and "C",
3rd Headquarters G. H. I and 4th K. L. M.
March to docks at Brest and go aboard
at 11:10. Red Cross issue us gum, cigar-
ettes, jam, chocolate, cookies, smoking to-

bacco. Company assigned to F deck in

the old English lime juicer Winifredian.
Sleep in hammocks. 3 :00 o'clock weigh
anchor and depart to God's country. Com-
panv "A" put on guard. SAME OLD
DOPE.

WE'RE HERE!
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'*By The Grace of God"
If you are of a theologian nature, or a psychologist, or a futurist,

or a soldier, read on; if not, pass on.

"By the Grace of God" is not the name of this story, nor the moral.

It is my personal answer. Moreover, this is not a story. In fact it is

just food for thought.

Due to what strange fate has the ghost of chance, sorted out from
these two million some odd men over here, our company from the list

of casuals? Stop to reason! Think! Apply all theories!

It is needless for me to state or itemize the dangers we endured.

For instance, there was the plank detour in the First Argonne Drive.

The doughboys had advanced and dug in. The artitlery then puffed

up and started for a new position. The Huns counter-attacked. The
doughboys held against odds. They called for the artillery. Where was
the artillery?

Jerry in his resisting retreat had mined and blown the road. This
road, the main artery leading through the Argonne Forest towards
Sedan, was totally closed to all traffic. Here piled up, was the artil-

lery. Yes, for kilometers back, artillery and ammunition trucks were
stalled. Further back were ambulances and ration trucks, waiting
impatiently.

The Heinies, predicting such a tie-up, were shelling the road. Iso-

lated, untaken machine gun nests were pecking away at the slightest

cigarette gleam or flicker of light.

What was to be done? Must the doughboys retreat from their

newly gained positions? But that is strategy of war and a story in

itself.

With mighty "Mack" truck loads of material, we Engineers had
followed on the heels of the doughboys, and long before the approach of
the first "75s," had been working on a detour around the road crater.

Ever alertful Fritz—knowing the ways of the Engineers—had not only
mined the road, but had barb wired and trip wired the approach on
either side of the road. Not content with this, he placed .small pressure
trap mines at short intervals in front of the wire.

Despite these obstacles, a plank detour was laid in short order.
Mind you—we had worked in the dark. The shells sent over and the
determined machine guns got more than one man. One piece of artil-

lery, a "155." missed the plank road we had built but unfortunately
hit one of the trap mines. Several men were killed, more injured and
the spent horses disabled.

Again I put forth the question, what destiny singled out and pro-
tected our men?

My company colleagues can easily visualize innumerable cases of
men to their front, rear, flanks, yes, even in their midst, joining the
immortal group. Pray may the gold stars forever and ever remind us
of the honor and glory they deserve.

Our good fortune was not due to individual or concentrated eflfort,

nor intellectual superiority on our part. It is beyond me to give a solu-
tTbn. I merely pass the question on to you. Give it consideration. Oh,
don't be sidetracked by the opinions of the unbeliever.

My conclusion is—By the Grace of God.

SERGT. WESLEY GRAUER.




























































































































































































