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INTRODUCTION

Operations of the Slsthnfantry "Wildcat" Division (Reinforced)
in the Stalemate II operations in the Western Carolines have been
divided into three general phases for the purpose of recording re-
sults, as follows:

Phase I - Capture of Angaur Island
- Phase II - Operations on Peleliu Island
Phase II1I - Seizure of Ulithi and other

: Western Carollne Islands

- The report covering Phase I, the amphlblous operation of land-
- ing on Angaur Island, Palau Group, Western Carolines and the seiz-

ure, occupation, and initial development of that island, has been
published and distributed. :

This- report covers Phase II, the operatlons on Pelellu Island
and the islands immediately to the north thereof, from 22 September
- to R7 Vovember 1944

The’following 1s a chronology of principal events in the hist-
ory of these operations:

Phase I ~— Capture of Ahgaqp Island

11 June - 8 July Division troops arrive in Oahu during period.
, 6 July Division Headquarters established in Oahu.
6 July - 6 Aug Planning and loading phase for Stalemate II.
6 Aug - 12 Aug Division enroute for Guadalcanal.
25 Aug - 8 Sept At Guadalcanal Rehearsal Area.

8 Sept - 15 Sept Enroute for Palaus.
0830 -~ 17 Sept Landing on Angaur Island with Division less
o : RCT 323.
1034 - 20 Sept Angaur Island declared secure.

20 Sept .~ Alrbase development begun.
21 Sept RCT 323 departs for Ulithi operation.
22 Sept RCT 321 embarks for Peleliu, attached to lst
: Marine Division.
2, Sept Unloading of cargoes of assault shipping com-
‘ : pleted.
1 Oct Ceremony symbolizing acquisition of Angaur
' : Island for Government of the United States
of America.
1, Oct  Assault phase of operatlon declared complete,
' : and administration and development of base .
- turned over by Angaur Landing Force Command-
er (CG 8lst Infantry Division) to Island
Commander Angaur.
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22 Oct  RCT 322 completed defeat of Japanese
defense force when last cave area was
entered and cleared of the enemy, in-
cluding the senior commander, Major
Goto. : '

Phase IT - Operatlons on Peleliu Island

23 Sept RCT 321 arrlved on Peleliuj ttached to -

lst Marine Division. = .
23 Sept ~ 29 Sept RCT 321 advanced along West coast of
: Peleliu and seized high ground in the
o center of the island.
29 Sept - 30 Sept RCT 321 relieved Fifth Marine Regt on
Ngesebus and Kongauru Islands.
9 Oct  RCT 321 selzed Garakayo Island. .
14 Oct =~ 15 0ct RCT 321, reinforced by lst Bn 323 Inf,

‘ : began offensive action to destroy the

large enemy force in the hill mass in
, south central part of island.

20 Cct  Commending General 81 Infantry Dvision
assumes command of all.combat troops
on Peleliu and Angaur, relieving Hq
III PhibCorps and Hg 1lst Marine Div.

26 Oct  RCT 323 returned from Ulithi and reliev-

' ~ed RCT 321 (less 3d Bn) in the combat

, . area on Peleliu,

11 Nov 8l Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop (Reinf)

_ , -selzed Gorokottan Island.

15 Nov 8l Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop (Reinf')
seized Ngeregong Island. -

27 Nov  RCT 323, reinforced by 3d Bn 221 Inf,

) completed defeat of Japanese defense
force on Peleliu when last cave area
was entered and cleared of the enemy,

~including the two senior officers;
Major General Murai and Col Nakagawa.

Phase III -~ Seizure of Ulithi and QOther Western Caroline Islands

21 Sept RCT 323 departs from Palau area under a
naval task group command.RCT conducts
reconnaissance of Ulithi Atoll.

- 23 Sept RCT 323 occupies Ulithi Atoll.
15 Oct - 16 Oct Elements of RCT 323 seize Ngulu Atoll.
18 Oct - 20 Oct  RCT 323 enroute from Ulithi Atoll to
: - Peleliu.
4, Nov  Heconnalssance made of Pulo Anna Island.
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20 Nov. Detachment 52 Engr (C) Bn (Reinf) oc—-V
, cupies Pulo Anna Island. o

1 Dec 81 Cdvalry Reconnaissance Troop (Relnf)
seizes Kayangel Atoll. o

1 Jan Elements of RCT 321 seize Fais Island°

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS ON PELELLU

The 8lst Infantry'D1v131on,‘ relnforcea, less 323d Reglmental

~ Combat Team, was on its fifth day of the operation on Angaur Island,

. Palau Group, and had secured the island, when the Commanding: Gen- :
- eral.IIT PhibCorps inquired of the Commanding General &lst: Infdntry
"‘D1v131on whether a regimental combat team could be made available to
the Corps without delay for operations on Peleliu Island., Later in‘
the day Rear Admiral George H. Fort, Commander Task Force 32; Major
‘General Julian Smith, Commanding General Expeditionary Troops; and
" Major General Roy S. Geiger, Commanding General ILI PhibCorps, ar-
rived at Division Headquarters, Angaur Island, for discussion of the
situation. Inasmuch as completion of the occupation of Angaur Is-
Jand - couldvbe accomplished readily without further employment of RCT
321, ‘it was made available and alerted.  Orders were issued for the
movement the following day to Peleliu where it was to be attached to
~ the lst Marine D1v1s10n for operational control.

, - The 321st Infantry' and attached troops promptly relieved ele-
"mentc of the lst Marine Division on the western ccast of Peleliu Is-
land and on 23 September initiated a vigorous attack. By determined
offensive action this regimental combat team made a fine contribu-
tion toward the defeat of the enemy. On 16 October, after a brief
defensive mission, it again assumed the offensive combat role with
- the objective the destruction of the final Japanese force in the
Umurbrogal Mountain pocket. By 20 October, on which date the regi-
ment reverted to control of the 8lst Infantry Division, it had been
a determining factor in clearing the enemy from the northern area of
Peleliu Island and in driving the remaining defense forces into a
pocket in the southern part of Umurbrogal Mountain. The regiment
.had assisted in mopping up Ngesebus Island and had seized ~ and se-
cured Garakayo Island still farther to the north. ‘

The manner in which RCT 321 carried out its battle missions as
part of the 1lst Marine Division is best described by quoting from a
letter of the Commanding General of that Division, as follows:

The performance of duty of the officers and men of Regl-
mental Combat Team 321 throughout the assault phase on Peleliu
, Ngesebus, and the northern outpost islands warrants the high-
est praise, It was a pleasure to have this unit serve as part
of my command durlng this extremcly difficult operation, and I
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express the sentiments of every officer and man of the lst Ma-
rine Division in wishing them good luck in future operations
against the enemy. In the eyes of the entire lst Marine Divi-
sion they have earned a 'Well Done'®."

The 323d RCT, which had seized and secured the Ulithi Atoll in
an energetic manner, had been ordered to proceed to Peleliu. The lst
Battalion, 323d Infantry, arrived on 14 October and was attached to
RCT 321 for the operation beginning 16 Octdbero

At 0800 20 October 1944 the Commandlng Generdl 8lst Infantry
Division was designated as Commanalng General: Ground Defenses,
Southern Palau Islands, command passing at that time from the III
PhibCorps., Headquarters 1lst Marine Division was relieved “at the
same time and certain elements of that Division which had not  al-
- ready embarked for another station were placed under temporary com-
‘mand of the 8lst Infantry Division until shipping could be made
available., The Division now operated directly under command of the
Commander Western Carolines Sub Area, Rear Admiral J. W. Reeves, Jr.
The Commanding General 8lst Infantry Division was also desmgnated’
ComGenPOA Representative, Western Carolines, with certain general
“administrative functions.

Varying estimates were furnished the Division on-the strength
of the Japanese forces remaining on Peleliu. The maximum estimate
was a force of 1200, & figure which was subsequently ascertained to

- be underestimated. Initial field orders issued by the Division
from  the Command Post  on Peleliu prescribed that the mission and
tactical plans of RCT 321 remain unchanged.  This regiment was mak-
ing gradual progress in reducing the size of the - perimeter sur-
‘rounding the Japanese defenders. Hills with precipitous sides and
sharp coral pinnacles, matted with roots of shattered tree trunks,
‘were blasted with all available weapons including air strikes.with
high explosives and napalm bombs. Infantrymen battled the Japanese
defenders at close range. During daylight hours the enemy was gen-
erally secure in the intricate cave system. Infantry units ad-
vanced slowly under supporting fires and established themselves on
the peaks and ridges with sandbag emplacements designed to with-
stand the sniper's bullet. At night the enemy ventured forth to
counterattack and for other purposes, and little by little his force
was whittled down in hand-to-hand combat. During night combat the
hand grenade was the principal weapon of the infantrymen in the
outpost and mortar fire was used extensively to harass the enemy in
the areas in which he was known to circulate. In this night combat
our troops had an advantage over the enemy by reason of an adequate
supply and use of 60mm mortar illuminating flares.

On 26 October the 321st Infantry (less 1 battalion) was re~
lieved by the 323d Infantry in the central combat zone. The 321st

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSFIED =

, Iniaﬂtry‘felleVed the 5th Marines on the northern outpost sone. The
©-323d Infantry, employing similar tactlcs and attacking with deter—

- mination -and courage, closed in gradually'on the Japanese and clean-

ed the enemy out of his innumerable caves in which the flamethrower,
the bulldozer; and the tank played a prominent part in aiding the -
infantryman.,  Finally, on 25 November it was learned from. prlsoners
that Major General Murai, tactical adviser present on Peleliu when
it was attacked on 15 September, -and Colonel Nakagawa, commander of
the defenses of Peleliu, had on the previous night burned the regi-

- mental flag, reported by radio to Division Headquarters at Babel-

thuap "This is the end", and ordered the remaining troops to move
cut and attack to the death. The two commanders then committed
suicide in the cave that already was filled with dead members of
- their command.  On 27 November this final cave area was entered by
. troops of the 323d Infantry and the defense of Peleliu was defi-
nitely terminated. . *

A report to the Commandeerorward Area on 28 November by the
Commander Western Carolines Sub Area contained the following:

"Cleanup of the enemy by the 8&lst Division began on the
. 20th of October and was completed ...... on the 27th of Nov-
EMDETs cooocecooo € successful accomplishment of this task
under extremely difficult conditions of terrain and stubborn
enemy resistance. has been accomplished with a minimum of
loss to our own troops and in a relatively short time ccccco
For the efficient and workmenlike job of cleaning out enemy
resistance as well as in preparing defenses of this island
Major General Paul J. Mueller and the personnel under his
command deserve hearty commendation and I recommend that the
successful completion of their task be mentioned in the com-
munique."

On 27 December l94h>the 8lst Division Monument in the Peleliu

Cemetery was dedicated before 7,000 troops of the Division who had

assembled in honor of the hercic dead whose remains were there in-
terred,

Cn 8 February 1945 the last elements of the 8lst Infantry Div-
ision departed from Peleliu Island, thus terminating the Division's
activities in the Western Carolines.

PAUL J. MUELLER
Major General, U. S. A°
Commandlng°
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PLANNING PHASE | ,.w\
A - PRELIMINARY PLANS

1. The concept of the Stalemate II Operation envisioned the
capture and development of Peleliu and Angaur Islands in the Pale
’au‘GrOup as bases for future operations against the Japanese, and
seizure of Ulithi Atoll to provide an anchorage, seaplane base,and
air base for units of the Pacific Fleet. Operations against the
Palau Islands were to be conducted by the IIL PhibCorps, with the
. 1st Marine Division and the 8lst Infantry Division (Reinf), less
- RCT 323, the landing forces to capture Peleliu and Angaur Islands
respectively. RCT 323 was designated floating reserve for the
Corps. Its subsequent employment at Ulithi was contemplated after
its release as reserve by the Corpso ,

20 Assault landings on Pelellu and Angaur Islands were made
on the 15th and 17th September 1944 respectivelyo. In view of the
- satisfactory progress of these operations, RCT 323 was released
from Corps reserve on 18 September and departed from Angaur be-
giming 20 September for independent action at Ulithi under Naval
control (*), Angaur Island was declared secure on 20 September
- as remnants of the Japanese defense force were driven into two
isolated pockets -and mopping=up operations instituted to destroy
them. On Peleliu, unexpectedly strong enemy resistance from the
central hill mass prevented the advance of the lst Marine Divi-
sion northward to complete capture of the Island.

3. On 21 September a dispatch from the Commanding General
IIX PhibCorps requested information of the Commanding General,
8lst Infantry Division when he could mske availablz one regimen-
tal combat team for employment in operations on leleliu (36%),
The III PhibCorps was advised that RCT 321 could be ready for
departure to Peleliu immediately upon completion of its resupply.
Subsequent instructions from ITII PhibCorps directed the departure
of RCT 321 from Angaur and its attachment to the 1lst Marine Divi-
sion upon arrival at Pelelin (##%), ‘The Commanding Officer RCT
- 321 was ordered to report to the Commanding General III PhibCorps
and Commanding General 1st Marine Division for further instruc-
tions, -

(%) on order CG TF 36,
(%)  Field Message, Hq III PhibCorps 211550
(3836) I‘leld Message, Hq III PhibCorps 221030

 DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

1000 500 0 1000 2000
tE e H B | =

SCALE IN YARDS

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
| L
B -~ FINAL PLANS

1. The& force as constituted for operations on Peleliu was
under the command of Colonel Robert F. Dark, and was composed of
the following units (*) :

321 Inf Regt, |
Co A 306 Engr (C) Bn plus Det H&S Co
Co A {plus Co D less 2 Plats) and Det
| Hq 306 Med Bn .
Det 781 Ord (LM) Co - ‘
154 Engr (C) Bn (less 1 Co) plus
Det H&S Co 1138 Engr (C) Gp
Det 592 JAS Co
" Det 481 Amph Truck Co (20 DUKWS) :
Co B 726 Amph Tractor Bn plus Det H&S Co
Co A plus Prov Mortar Plat 710 Tank Bn
Det Prov Gr Reg Co-
Det Translator—Intrpt.r Team "A" “HCPA

2. The Assistant Division Commander, 8lst Ini‘antxy D:Lva.s:Lon
was designated liaison representative to Headquarters III Phib-
Corps to coordinate details of the movement from Angaur to Pel-
eliu, supply, and attachment of RCT 321 to the lst Marine Divisim.
- On 22 September an advance detachment of RCT 321 was dispatched

to Headquarters lst Marine Division to complete arrangements as
necessary for the reception of troops.

3. 0On'22 September the Commanding Officer RCT 321 reported
for instructions to the Commanding Generzal III PhibCorps aboard
the Mt. McKinley and the Commanding General lst Marine Division
* on Peleliu. Orders from the latter directed RCT 321 to relieve
the First Marine Regiment on the left flank of the 1lst Marine
Division by 1800, 23 September and to launch an attack at 0700,
2L September to seize the area as far north as the O-4 lire with~-
in the RCT zone of action (#*#), A similar attack was to be con=
ducted by the Seventh Marine Regiment on the right of RCT 321.The
plan was calculated to place our troops on ground from which fur-
ther attacks could be Jlaunched to isolate enemy forces in the
Umurbrogal Mt area, where they could be destroyed after the
seizure of the remainder of the Island, Other elements of the
lst Marine Division were to remain in defensive positions along
the southern edge of Umurbrogal Mt to contain the enemy in that
sector and along the east coast of the island to prevent an amphi-
bious counterattack.

(*) FO No. 17, Hq 81 Inf Div, 21° September 1944
(%) FO No. 3=44, Hq 1st Marine Division, 22 September l9lm
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II - EMBARKATION AND MOVEMENT TO PELELIU

1. BEmbarkation commenced at 0700, 22 September on Red Beach
Mgaur (*#). TLoading of all troops and equipment except for LVT
units, was completed at 1630. Ships lay to off Red Beach during
the night 22-23 September.  Shortly after daylight 23 September
LVTs were loaded on LSTs. The force departed from Angaur at 1000
23 September and arrived at. Orange Beach Peleliu 1200 the same

date. ' ; : s

III - SITUATION ON PELELIU PRIOE TO ARRIVAL OF RCT 321

1. On 23 September the combat situation on Peleliu was ap-
proaching a stalemate., The lst Marine Division had completed oc-
cupation of the -southern and east cenitral portions of the Island
to include the airfield, the approaches to the hill mass immedi-
ately to the north thereof, Purple Beach, Tucker!s Point, and
Almeida, Vender, Carlson, and Ngabad Islands. Landings on 15
September had been made in the face ' of strong enemy resistance.
The subsequent seizure of the airfield had also been opposed
with fanatical determination. By 23 September "........the long
sustained struggle against strong opposition and intense heat
began to take its toll on combat efficiency.ees...."(¥*). During
the period 20-23 September the greatest gains were made in the
eastern sector where Ngabad, Almeida, Vender, and Carlson Is-
lands were occupied. = ‘ ‘ ‘

2. Although the enemy had suffered heavy losses in oppos=—
ing the landings and advances of the lst Marine Division a force
of considerable strength still occupied the easily defended ter-
rain of the Umurbrogal and Kamilianlul Mts and the remaining high
ground to the northern tip of the island.  From these positions
they were in control of all northward movement along the only two
avenues of approach, the East and West Roads. Communications be-
tween enemy units was mainly along the East Road which was gener-
ally defiladed from our naval gunfire and artillery. Although
the airfield was secure and in use by Marine and Navy planes, all
friendly activity was in plain view of the enemy from his posi-
" tions on the commanding terrain. American troops and installa-
tions were in constant danger of counterattack. Japanese rein=-
forcement s from Babelthaup, Korror, and Eil Malk could be landed
on the northern shore of Peleliu provided = their movements were-
undetected by our Naval Patrol craft.

e e R am mE BN wo e WE wm S e @ e e e e SR Ge W m M GG W o e Ve B e oD e oR

(*)  FO No. 17, Hq 81 Inf Div, 21 September 1944.
(%) Special Action Report, Palau Operation, lst Marine

Division 6?161‘!3}\8 S IF| ED
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IV - COMMAND AND STAFF

8lst INFANTRY DIVISION (Reinf)

The Command and Staff of units of the 8lst Infantry Division
(Reinf) as constituted for the Stalemate IL Operation was as fol-
lows:

CG 8L Inf DiV cccoscosesssosvscsssssnsssasosMaj Gen Paul J. Mueller
CG 8L Div ATLY covososscsscocosassasesens .. .Brig Gen Rex V. Beasley
Asst Div COMAr seeecvcevesocscssssnsscsssssaBrig Gen Marcus B, Bell
Chief of Staff evecocosvaceas sescssssssssssossCOL James C. Short
AC 0f Sy G=l covoscccscocacnsseacessssssssolt Col John J. LaPpage

AC Of S, G"’“2 ooeocoo‘eoco.eaooeaoaaouoooeoo-Lt Col Paul Dn Goddard T

AC of S; G=3 cococcvcossccovssocasvesoolt Col William R, Woodward
AC Of Sy Gk voveoosoconsonsscossesosess.Lit Col Langfitt B, Wilby
Adjutant General c.coceecscosssssssoosssoosLl Col Wesley U, Moran
Ordnance OffiCer eoveeososvsososssossssssolt Col Cam Longley, Jr.
Quartermaster ceoocsococescesossssss oLt Col William D. Smith, Jr.
Chaplain cecscocsecessocsososononooossossellt COL Percy M. Hickcox
Chemical Officer cocueocesosenscessenssesos..Lt Col Henry T. Galt
Inspector General cooceecesecssressosoesa Lt Col George W. Gibson
Judge AdVOCALE csoosroareccacccssascossssssslt Col Hilary A. Bush
Signal Officer cceovoocescocsnnans eosesscLt Col Leo V, Merle, Jr.
SUrgeon sscoesoesscsososocsascanncs cesssasolt Col Fo Stanley Ewing
Provost Marshal o.ececsoscoossroscecnonaassoMaj Rowland McD, Ness

CO 321 InS cvooocsocccesnnoons eosssccesssnesocsess.COL Robert F. Dark
Ex O 321 Inf ccoocososcsccessososccsosscasnsssosnssolt COlL Paul Craig
CO 1st Bn (WIA on 22 Sept)occocoscscssasaoslt Col Lester J. Evans
(18 = 20 Sept)ececococccsoessssoesoMaj William J. Porte

CO 2nd BN osesssescesscnssasssnsascssosss.Lt Col Peter D. Clainos
CO 3rd Bn cocoocscccicossacsvescssnscnonsosasMaj Dallas A, Pilliod

CO 322 Inf (WIA on 22 Sepb)occsscscccoeeqss.Col Benjamin W. Venable
Ex 0 322 Inf (CO 322 Inf since 22 Sept).....Lt Col Ernest H. Wilson
CO lst Bn (Until 23 Sept)oooooooooeoobooaeaqoMaj William R. White
(KIA on 17 OCt)oeecsoacasessens..Maj Louis K. Harthrong

_ (5ince 17 0Ct)oeesecosssseesssssssssoMaj Michael Gussie

CO 2nd Bn coocesoevevoososcscsssssassaseoLt Col Thomas D, McPhail
CO 3rd Bn (Ex O 322 Inf since 22 Sept).Lt Col Leonard L. Cutshall
(Since 22 Sept)oseccocsesasesassoMaj Manuel M, Schechet

] ]
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CO 323 INT cwoocococsosscascoasnsssssasssassoocoCOl Arthur P. Watsen -
Ex 0 323 INf coosecooccccasssnssossssssLt COl Robert E. Quackenbush
CO 1st Bn (KIA on 17 NoV)eoocooosossessssoLit Col Raymond G. Gates
(17 = 30 NOV)ooooocoocsossssosannano Maj Bart W. LaHatte

CO 2nd BNl cccocoocoosascoooscoccassassesasookt COL Hugh Jo Forsman
“00 3rd B ccocooccsccsacssccsssssssssselt COl Arthur W. Hutchinson

Ex 0 81 Div ATEY cconeocooccconaasaocossosessososbol James To Loome
CO 316 FA.BN ooccccccoooossossecsasssoceoolt COL Carl Darnell, Jr.
00 317 FA BN scooococsscascoscooascaanosesslb COl Wilson M. Rlley
CO 906 FA Bl cocoococooesocoscocbooscssesssout COL John E. Barlow
CO 318 FA BN cvocccccossencoacosassosdoMaj Thomas Jo McClane, Jr.

CO Sp Trs 8L Inf DiV oooeovecoscosssssescssssolit COL Newell E. Watts
CO 306 Engr (C) Bn cocevccsosonaosnssesesclt Col Eskil M. J. Alenius
Co 306Med Bn 00000000000OOODOGDDOODOOOOOLt Col Ellgene FO Melavllle

ATTACHED UNITS

Co 1138 Engr {C) GP oeooceooosiosnsonssonosokit COL Charles R. Damon
CO 52 Engr (C) Bo seoecocscccooccooscossaaoccsolt Col Harold Tabor
€O 154 Engr (C) B cecososcccnsossssssosssssssolit COL Alan E. Gee
CO 155 Engr (C) Bn cccovoocscescssososcoolt Col John P. McWhérter

CO 483 AAA (AW) BN cococoooooooossssossscsssssssolt COL Arthur Roth

CO 710 Tank Bn swoscocoscocscosscoosoassssslt COlL William M. Rodgers

CO 726 Amph Tractor B coccosccccsscsssossoolit COL Henry C. Switzer

CO 17 Field HOSP coocccossossccosssssssssosssslst COL Robert H. Bell

CO 41 Port Surg HOSP ccocccocvoccocsscsscassssss-Maj David S. Ascher

CO 592 JAS CO svosoovosoocscccssssssncososcoddaj William S. Houston

CO 48L Amph Truck CO vocosscessesscseasssssCapt Arthur W. Van Husen

CO Co D 88 Cml Wpns B sosvosocccscoasss .Capt Edward L. Lockman, Jr.

CO Co D 776 Amph Tank Bn ccscoscossscsscosscooscossCapt Booth Thomas

CO 1lst Plat Prov QM Gr Reg CO cevoovocssssssosnd Lt Stanley J. Lewis

=12~

DECLASSIFIED



B 1T 11117 11171 g 1111

I il

_“""__ Wk 0 _______“__
| My © ____

W =g
5 o
| ;. iy
B N
_ ...._a__._*. 11 111 T TR ._.__._..__._._______._,_..,_____

= e



|_|M|| h=n af/ T T T —— v T T T _ —
S e m : mmmm N
O 2 Lo Tl i
IJE L il
\\l mw m_- £ F
- = LSS 1 |
N AT OEEEE i3 It
| ﬁm / & mu m-mn
/M. . ne | ) H i ME
b o = :
-.u; .l
2 > d]o|>
3 g <" wla |
! W S e g )
Eonnoa
; i = N 4
b = Ao wf ol mn =Y m
=
2 od i3 “
N = | > L) i
;K\\ Ie =
i :
.Unx_R - lﬂ/
oy B N
P | =
A = A il %
4 wls|o| -|> bt - o
M /.. Y JI. : s.._ru# o !7 [0
. .
i e RIANREHE
P s (s H | : ‘m ﬁ__._«. .."A E.II__I o> Lo
al|> il o < oo & |
| S \%N.Jr x I m m » | “:
" :..:....h;,. M_s_sr_? 1nk\ o ,m.n o [ [ F ] ﬁ - | > l 3 m .m_
Jx‘.«u‘&s\w m . 4-..wt y.. @ | ¢ m “
#\S«w\ m ...... i Sws &IW & m
+E 3 o T [T ' | ’ o &
3 m X .r.. 1 ] 4 m —
-\.w - = o | 2 b Lo B ¥ 5 E .
o e e NYH L G ORT: SER I )
A -.Wm “ s ‘@l x| ol - B, I.W x|
= —
I = = ol = =)
¥ o n“ L]
e : = = = = .
o s X B h\ 3 . < ﬂ > & v.
A5 3 ,..f.ft, - - " re,,__-ﬁ.owr w | x =1 o Moy * | o1« % | & V- !
! u =, " i rat = H
gt H ¢ % \ =~ =
__."_...hﬂ__._.._n_.n,_sﬂe,w N, d : ..w&w E._/ > fvr s 3 ! 5 T\*J Y..u-w“
M% % o .ﬂ n Ngjal— o b w | = —-—
M’m 3 \Q D = U > b HI~
5 o : + o HJ& x| =Ro| x b EY o RHAGE B x| =] _.__
w.._ W ne.‘ . n.m‘ m| o >| m == ”B" > N vriv o oy U.L\\a olalo|> —-_n
k= - 3 —+ ..“ .fm. < | w K:/P}M...IH..FF % P_u b | _ a afull 2] e & % ho ._.m. <=]x]= o _——__
f o i

%,
/[
I
ummrnil

1

1

:‘X

(
3

UNN,

o
PELELIU
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V_~ NARRATIVE OF OPERATIQNS

23 September: 194/)

Debarkation of RCT 321 began at 1200, 23 September at Orange
Beach, Peleliu., ‘The 2d ‘Bn, 3rd Bn, and 1st Bn came ashore in or-.
- der., Troops marched from Orange Beach t6 the vicinity of the

left flank of the lst Marine Division. The positions occupied by
. the entire First Marine Regiment were taken: over by the 2d Bn,
“ and the relief of that unit completed by 1500.. -All elements of
the First Marine Regiment were withdrawn from the area and dis-
patched to man the defense sector along the east coast of the is=-
- land,”” The 3d Bn moved to an area. just 'south.of the 2d Bn. At
1600 the 1st Bn closed into ‘an assembly area in TX 133 0 as RCT
. reserve, Headquarters RCT 321 came ashore .on Peleliu at 1300 and
established -a. command post at TX 134 Ry the 'site iormerly occu«-a :
pled by the' Flrst Marine Reglmen‘bu . . : '

Iunnedlatel,; ‘upon relief of the* Fn.rst Marine Reg;mnen‘c,2 the 2d
- Bn instituted a reconnaissance to .its front in preparation for
the attack the following morning, « Patmls advanced forthward a-
long the coast . to the left of the: West Road and - succeeded in-
“reaching Gorekoru V:L,J.lageg approx:tm@ely 1200.yards in- advaz;ce of -
“the front of the 2d Bn. . '‘There was no Japanese activity west of
. the: road, , although the- p&trol received some” fire from. the rid.ge?
. to the easta /' The road ledding to Gorekoru and the -area-in the
- viciniby of the village were heavily mined and booby trapped with
~ Japanese aerial bombs, A few weakly  held defensive works were .
also found in:- the vicinity of the v:.llageo - . Upon - return of the
patrol the " dbove “inf ormation was furm.shed the' ‘lst Mar:me Divi=
ulonu

In bel:.ef that the enemy had eiiected a withdrawal, the Com-».
mand:mg General 1st Marine Division . ordered . RCT 321 to advance a-,
battalion northward that afterndon to-occupy as much ground as -
possible before dark . and defend on. that location for the’ night
(#}.. The mission was assigned the 2d Bn which moved out’ at 1730
“with two companies abreast;. one on each side of the road. The
company on the left advanced 100 yards "without encountering re-
“sistance. A low=-lying ridge just to the west of the road parti=
ally masked the movement of troops from - enemy observatlon and
fire from the high ridge to the east. On the right, tioops were -
subjected to heavy rifle and automatic weapons fire which pinned
them to the ground and made an advance impossible.  Troops on the
left were withdrawn to straighten the line and defenses were- prev
pared for the night. » :

(*) oral order, CG lst Marine Division.
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DECLASSIFIED
2, September 194k -

- At 0700 the attack was launched to seize the area south of
The O=4 line and west of Umurbrogal Mt. RCT 321 attacked with two
battalions in column, - the 2d Bn leading followed by the 3d Bn.
The lst Bn remained in its assembly area as reserve. The 3d Bn
Seventh Marine Regt followed closely behind and to the right of
the 2d Bn 321 Inf. The remainder of the Seventh Marine Regt held
~fast to contain the enemy in the southern part of Umurbrogal Mt.

The 2d Bn' advanced with its main force to the left of the

East Koad. Moderate enemy rifle and automatic weapons fire from
the ridge to the east and mortar fire from the ridge in TX 142 B,
147 V caused some casualties, but did not retard the steady ad-
~vance of troops. By 1200 leading elements of the battalion
reached the junction of West Road and 321 Inf Trail, where they
eliminated a few weakly held positions and captured 1 antitank

gun, 3 machine guns, and 1 partially emplaced naval gun.

The 3d Bn Seventh Marlne Regt, advancing along the right of
the road, was under constant observation of the enemy on the
ridge to the east. Forward moveément was. slow and hazardous and
the battalion suffered a number oi‘ casualt:.es from enemy sniper
flreo : » :

The 3d Bn 321 Inf advanced along the left of the road. The
movement was partially defiladed by the low-lying ridge which
paralleled West Road., Its leading elements soon outdistanced
those of the Marine battalion on the right and began probing the
ridge to the east to find a weakly defended route over which an

~advance could be made to outflank from the north enemy forces in
the Umurbrogal Mt area. This effort brought troops out into the
open ground where they too suf fered the well aimed fire from the
enemy held ridge. . : :

At 1535 the 2d Bn passed through Gorekoru Village and
reached the O-4 line immediately to the north of it. A few de-~"
fensive works were found in the vicinity of the village,but these
were only partially menned. Engineer demolition teams of Co A,
306 Engr (C) Bn, working with infantry troops,assisted in clear=
ing and destroying the pillboxes that were encountered. The main
resistance came from enemy rifle and automatic weapons fire from
the north edge of Umurbrogal Mt. The entire area was strewn
with wreckage result:mg from the aerial bombardment and naval
gunfire of the previous nine days. - A patrol, supported by Army
and Marine tanks and Navy flamethrowers, was dispatched to the
front to ascertain the strength and disposition of enemy defen=
ses*in that sector. It succeeded in reaching the radio station
in TX 156C, epproximately 2,000 yards forward of the front line.
A number of pillboxes, caves, and entrenchments were observed
from which very little opposition was made to the patrol"s move-
rent.
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. In. the ‘meantime, Co G, the leadlng unit of the 2d Bn, began
orgenizing for defense to protect the north flank of the RCT,
while Co E moved eastweard in an. attempt to outflank enemy defen~
ses on Umurbrogal Mt. Co E succeeded in seizing Hill 100 which
overloaked the entrance of the 321 Inf Trail into the hill mass
which separated cur troops from the vital Fast Road. Co F moved
" to position between Co G and Co E and completed the defense line
along the north flanku

The 3d Bn, f@llow:mg closely behind the 2d Bn, continued to
probe the ridge to the east. Co I attacked in conjunction with
Co E and succeeded in occupying the western rim of the ridge mn-
ning south from Hill 100: Co L and Co K, in column behind Co I,
overcame strong en,emy resistance and occupled part of the same

ridge. In organizing for defense of the line, contact was main-
“tained with elements of the 3(3 Bn Seventh Marine Regt farther to
. the south.

_ ?OO an enemy c\mntexattack qwuck forward elements of

. the 2d Bn and forced a m,thdramal of approximately 200 yards.
The ground was promptly retaken, At 1813 another counterattack
was observed taking shape in front of the 2d Bn. Effective ar-
tillery concentrations were immediately placed on the area and
- the counterattack was dissipated before 1t, gort under way.

The eastward movement of trcops mad.e“the problem of supply
and evacuation a difficult one. The swempy terrain over which
the 321 Inf Trail ran had to be improved to withstand the neces-
sary flow of traffic. = The West Road, which was the only access
to the area from the som;h was narrow and in exceedingly poor
condition. Orders were issued to Co A, 306 Engr (C) Bn to begin -
‘immediate improvement of these two ayterlebo ~Armored bulldozers
had to be used because of the enemy sniper fire that continued
- to come from the enemy positicns on the rldgeo Supply and evac-
~uation for elements of the 3d Bn on the ridge was made extremely -
~difficult because of the ccmplex nature of the terrain. Paths
up the steep cliff were non existant. Supply and evacuation had
to be effected by climbing from rock t¢ rock and by use of lad=
ders, As the enemy was driven farther eastward, a makeshift aer-:
isl tramway was wnutructed whwh did much to solve the problem, :

25 Sep’oembér l.9lgl+

The plan of operations for 25 September was to cut across
the island in the vicinity of the 321 Inf Trail and complete the -
isclation of enemy forces in the Umurbrogal Mt area. The attack
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was resumed at 070(.)0 ' Co E moved eastward from Hill 100 and at
1030 reached the edge of the East Road. Resistance was moderate
- and consisted mainly of rifle and machine gun fire from enemy
positions on Hill B which dominated the road.

.The 3d ,B_n attempted td’“exp‘aitid"’ its holdings on the ridge by
moving eastward across it. Strong enemy fire was encountered
. from a series of pill baxes and emplacemerts built on promonoc-
tories and protected by steep walls and sheer cliffs. In an
attempt to outflank these defenses, a gap developed between Co
I and Co'lL which was filled later in the afterncon by Co G.
Gains for the day were unapprec1ableo

At 0700 a strong combat patrol composed of  infantry, tanks,
. and flamethrowers moved north from the vicinity of Garekoru Vil-
- lage to destroy enemy installations discovered by the reconnais-
- sance of the previous day. ' The patrol advanced approximstely
1200 yards into enemy held territory and destroyed 4 pillboxes
~and 2 large supply dumps, kn.lled 30 Japanese defenders, and took
1 prisoner. .

The weak res:.stance to the patrol“s activities along the
West Hoad indicated that the main_ strength of the enemy was con-
centrated " in the mountainous central sector of the island. A
swift move northward along the west coast in conjunction with a
continuation of the drive eastward by RCT 321 gave promise of
' an early seizure of all northern Peleliu, : All that would remain
would be the core of enemy resistance in t.he Umurbrogal Mt.area.
To effect such a maneuver, :the First Marine ‘Regt was ordered to
assume responsz.blllty for the defense of the ‘Fifth Marine Regt's

sector in addition to its own. Upon relief, " the Fifth Marine
Regt was to proceed to the west coast, pass through the front
lines of the 2d Bn, 321 Inf, and attack to seize northern Pele-
liu. RCT 321 was ordered to continue the attack to the east,then
turn northward along the East Road to capture northern Peleliu
in conjunction with the Fifth Marine Regt (). - The zone of ace
tion assigned to RCT 321 was the Kamallanlul Mt. ridge = East
Hoad, both inclusive; the Fifth Marine Regt from the ridge \li;ne
to the wes t coast. ' T ,

At 1600 the Fifth Marine Regt passed ‘through the 2d Bn ‘and
continued on to ‘the north. After advancing approxmtely 600'
yards it organized defenses for the night.

The 3d Bn continued in its effort.s to cross the Umurbrogal
‘ridge and assault -Hill B to clear the East Road, - -but continued
enemy resistance and difficult terrain prevented it from making
any gains. ;

(%) Oral orders by CG lst Marine Division, 1100, 25 Sept 19kk.
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~ ‘Throughout the day work progressed on improvement of the
321 Inf Trail and West Road., The presence of the Fifth Marine
" Regt on the west coast further compllcated the traffic control®
problem. The strictest supems:.on was required to keep vehice
les moving properly, for in addition to the narrowness of the
road which in some places permitted one way traffic only, enemy

_ sn:Lper fire from the ridge was directed at slowly moving vehice

les. Traffic control posts were established at short intervals
along the road to prevent. congestion and officers assigned to
patrol the road and keep vehicles moving properly.

Enemy activity “during the night consisted of mortar and
 artillery fire into the areas occupied by the 2d and 3d Bns.
Infiltration patrols attempt ed to penetrate positions occupied

. by Co E and Co K, but were driven off. Seventeen Japanese were

kllled in t,hese actlvitieso

26 Sept, anber 1944

In order to secwre the East’ Boad for movement to the north,
Hill B which controlled it had to" be seized. ' The 3d Bn was
given this mission. The 2d Bn was to support it by fire from
its positions on and around Hlll 100,

The 3d Bn began 1t.s attack at 07000 Continued enemy rifle,
‘mortar, and automatic weapons fire from:the ridge and Hill B
made the advance slow and costly. = At 0820 Co L. was removed
from its position on the r:.ght flank of the 3d Bn to join with
Co I for a concerted effort to break through the . Japanese de-
fenses. Elements of the 3d Bn Seventh Marine Regt occupied po-
sitions vacated by Co L. As soon as Co L came on the ridge to
the right of Co I, it too was pn.nned down by enemy fire.:

The 2d Bn remained in J.ts pos:.tlon throughout the mornmgo
When it became apparent that the 3d Bn would be unable to reach -
Hill B, the 2d Bn was assigned the mission  of seizing it. In
preparation for the attack, which was: scheduled for 1600, the
Neal Task Force, composed of 7 medium tanks, 6 LVTs, 1 LVT
flemethrower, -and 45 riflemen, advanced northward along the:
West Road to RJ 15, which had been secured by the Fifth Marine
" Regt and then turned south-along the East Road. At 1500 it
approached to within 150 yards of . Hill B where it was attacked
by a group of 15 Japanese, all of whom were killed. It then
proceeded to Hill B to assist in its captureo o

Co E and Co F were removed from their positiocns along 'the .
O~/ line and Hill 100 and moved to a final assembly in prepar-
ation for the assault. There they were joined by the medium
tanks assigned to support them. The defensive position vacated

«23=
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by Co E was occupied by Co K; ‘that of Co F by Co C sent up' from
the south. The remainder of the lst Bn, less a security detach-
ment left at the RCT CP, was moved to the vicinity of the 0-4
line to meet a possible counterattack in that direction while 2d
Bn was attacking Hill B.

- ", The attack on Hill B was launched at 1600. WP mortar shells
. completely enveloped the hill in smoke. ' The Neal Task Force
~attacked from the north, as Co E and Co F attacked from the west
. and south., The enemy offered strong resistance, but at 1647 our
. troops succeeded in capturing the hill. All Japanese defenders
~ were killed, A number of Korean laborers were taken prisoner.
Consolldatlon of the p031tlon was instituted immediately.

‘ Contlnned heavy fire on Co I and Co L forced a withdrawal of
" these units from their positions on the west rim of the ridge. At
© 1800 Co I reoccupied its position. Co L organized a defense per-
lmeter at the base of the. rldge° :

A flurry of enemy act1v1ty occurred during the afternoon in
vicinity of RCT CP. A number of Japanese had infiltrated through
the perimeter of the Seventh Marine Regt. The Defense Platoon,
composed of 1 platoon Co B and reinforced with two medium tanks,
was assigned the mission of clearing the area. The enemy was
armed with rifles and machine guns and was apparently operating
in force. The rugged terrain handicapped the movement of tanks
‘and made their support negligible., Although 35 Japanese were
killed, the platoon suffered heavy casualties and was ordered to
w1thdraw to the 'vicinity of the CP where it manned the perlmeter
in conjunction w1th headqparters troops.

At 1800 orders were issued for continuation of the attack on
the following day. Oral instructions from the Commanding General
1st Marine Division required an advance by one battalion along
the East Road from the O-4 line and an attack southward along
the East Road by another battalion in order to seize the area in
the vicinity of the 0-X line. The lst Bn was assigned the mission
of attacking to the north, The 2d Bn, with Co X supplanting Co G
and supported by Co A, 710 Tank Bn, was to attack to the south.
The 3d Bn, with Co G replaclng Co K, was ordered to hold Hlll lOO
and the ridge line.

Enemy activity during the night consisted of artillery fire
in the area occupied by 3d Bn. Several Japanese were killed as
“they attempted to infiltrate through the 2d Bn in the vicinity of -
Hill 100 and Hill B, During the early morning hours, 20 Koreans
surrendered to elements of the 2d Bn in the vicinity of Hill B.
A1l were non-military personnel who had survived the previous af-

ternoonﬂs fighting by hiding 1n caves.
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27 September 1944

The lst Bn began its advance northward at 0700, 27 September -
with two companies abreast and one in reserve. Co C, on the left,
moved along both sides of Kamilianlul Mt. Co A,on the right fol-
lowed the East Coast Road with Co B to its rear. Throughout the
~morning the battalion advanced without opposition. Rocky terrain
on the left flank and swampy ground on the right were the only ob-
. stacles encounteredo‘y By 1235 the battalion had advanced 1,000
yards, p3581ng through abandoned Japanese defenses and starage areas.
The enemy had apparently withdrawn to the hilly area in the north~
ern part of ‘the island. At 1235 the battalion was ordered to
advance to a general east-west line passing through RJ 15 and es-
tablish a defense against possible counterattack by a force of 500
Japanese whom prlsoners of war reported to be concentrated in TA
156, . The battalion was further directed to coordinate the defense
“on its left flank with. elemgnts of the Flfth Marine Regt operating
-in the v101n1ty of RJ 15° Lo

The 2d Bn moved south fTom Hlll B at 0700 with two companies
abreast. Co K, on the right, advanced along the ridge line to the
right of East Road. Co F, or the left, advanced along East Road
supported by.Task Force Neal° Co E remained in defensive positions
on Hill B, The terrain in the zone of Co K was extremely broken
with ridges, deep valleys, and defiles, which offered excellent
opportunities for Japanese snipeér and machine gun fire. Co K suf=-
fered numerous casualties including the company commander. The ad-
vance of Co F was hindered by heavy fire from the eastern rim of
Umurbrogal Mt and mumerous caves cut into the cliff wall of the
ridge, which were most difficult to reach. The caves were attacked
with direct fire by tanks using WP shells and LVT flamethrower ,but
resistance continued strong. By 1200 troops along the East Road
reached a point approximately 200 yards from the 0-X line, but
could advance no farther. :

The 3d Bn remalned in position on the western rim of Umurbro-
gal Mt, engaging the enemy and preventing the mov ement of enemy re-
" inforcements to the zone of the 2d Bn. Co G, operatlng with the
3d Bn, occupled positions on Hill 100, Fire was delivered 'on- ‘the

high ground in the vicinity. of the 0-X line to assist the advanoe
of the 2d Bn. : ,

; In the north the lst Bn continued its advance, whlch at 1600
was still unopposed. Shortly after 17005 Co B passed around the

left flank of Co C and reached RJ 15 where it began to: organlze*

for defense. Movement along the right flank was more difficult

due to the swampy terrain. At 1700 Co A recelved heavy fire from

a Japanese pillbox in TX 152 Q. Defensive posxtlons for the nlght

" were organlzed Just south of the East Roadn-
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In the south, the strength of Japanese resistance and the ex~
posed positions of our troops seemed to meke a withdrawal advis=-
able, Prior to darkness Co K moved into the perimeter occupied by
CO L, Co F and Task Force Neal withdrew to the base of Hill B
where defenses were organized for the night.

During the day intermittent enemy machine gun fire from Umur-
brogal Mt dinto Hill B caused a number of casualties in Co E.
Korean laborers continued to surrender to elements of the 2d Bn in
vicinity of Hill B, * By nightfall the total taken in that area
reached 86, Interrogation of them indicated that 3,000 Japanese
occupied the Umurbrogal Mt area and 500 more the high ground in
bhe northern part of Peleliu.

' The Fifth Marine Regt, ‘in operations on northern Peleliu,
seized the high ground in TX 156 H=d, 157 A, and 159 V and secured,
* the northern beach for shore to shore operations against Ngesebus
Island to take place the following day.

At 1900 the CO RCT 321 raported to Headquarters lst Marine
Division and received a warning order to be prepared to relieve
the Fifth Marine Regt in the narthern sector, and to mop-up, or—
ganize, and defend the area against counterattack. No effective
date for the relief was g:Lven°

Fifteen Japanese were killed as they attempted to infiltrate

along the front of the lst Bn. No other enemy activity during the
hours of darkness was reportedo

28 éeptember 1944

Shortly after dayllght on 28 Septenber preparations were made
for the resumption of the attacks to the north and south., The lst
Bn was.ordered to complete the seizure of East Road and the high
ground in front of Co B, and organize the defense of the area by
1600 that day. In the south, Co K, which had suffered numerous
‘casualties in the previous dayts fighting, replaced Co E on Hill
B, A composite battalion was formed consisting of Co E; Co F, "and
Co I, and placed under command of CO 3d Bn. Co A, 710 Tank Bn was
placed in support. The mission assigned was to capture and clear
the enemy from the area southward to the 0=X line.

The enemy offered stubborn resistance all along the lst.Bn
front. By 1100 Co A succeeded in neutralizing the pillbox Wthh“
had held up its advance the previous day and captured all of thef~
“East Road in its zone of action, except the loop in TX 152 Q&
the center of the line Co B captured the hill in TX 152 F, G and
. organlzed it for defense. e

~2w
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In the south, Co I and Co E advanced abreast with Co I on the
ridge to the west and Co E, supported by tanks, along the East
Road, By 1200 infantry-tank teams advanced to within 200 yards of
~the objective. Along the ridge troops advanced slowly systematice-
ally clearing the numerous caves which honeycombed the hills. Co
L, from its position along the west rim of the ridge, assisted in
the attack by swinging to the southwest beside the right flank of
Co I, By late afternoon the O-X line was reached and defenses
were established to contain the enemy to the south.

During the day one battalion of the Fifth Marine Regt landed
on Ngesebus 1in a shore to shore operation from the northern tip
~of Peleliu. The attack was supported by the Peleliu~based Marine
Air Group 11. Elements of the Fifth Marines operating on the
northern tip of Peleliu moved southward along the east coast to a
point approximately 400 yards northeast of Radar Hill.

At 1625 ﬁarning orders were received from the lst Marine Div-
ision for RCT 321 to be prepared to move one battalion to Ngesebus
to relieve elements of the Fifth Marine Regt on that island ().

JIncessant rainfall during the day turned roads into qﬁagmires
and made traffic circulation-difficult.

29 Segtanbér 1944

On 29 September RCT 321 was relieved of responsibility in the
central combat zone, and began operations to relieve the Fifth
Marine Regt on northern Peleliu and Ngesebus, to mop-up the entire
area; and organize it for defense against Japanese counterattack.

Beginning at 0700 the 3d Bn was relieved from its mission of
containing the enemy in the Umurbrogal Mt area and its positions’
along the 0-X line taken over by elements of the  Seventh Marine
Regt. The battalion was then ordered +to proceed northward over
the route followed by the lst Bn on 27 September to comb the area
for Japanese who might have been bypassed at that time. By dark
the battalion had advanced 200 yards north of the 321 Inf Trail
and killed a number of Japanese who were found hiding in caves.
As a precautionary measure all caves encountered were blown~in to
prevent their reoccupation by Japanese who managed to infiltrate
~ through our lines in spite of all efforts to contain them.

(%) Oral orders Commanding General, lst Marine Division, 1625,
28 September 1944.

DECLASSIFIED



1000 500 o

7 e e

SCALE IN YARDS

~ REAR
BOun DARY

'

o

_T |



DECLASSIFIED
.

In anticipation of relieving elements of the Fifth Marine
Regt on Ngesebus,; the 2d Bn was assembled in the vicinity of
Garekoru Village. At 1410 orders were received to -effect the
relief immediately. Troops were transported from Garekoru to
Ngesebus in LVTs and the movement completed by 1700. One pla-
toon of tanks accompanied the battalion.

The lst Bn continued strengthening its defenses along East
Road and dispatched patrols to its front to search +the area in
vicinity of Hill Row in conjunction with elements of the Fifth
Marine Regt. During the morning orders were received to relieve
the two battalions of the Fifth Marine Regt remaining on north-
ern Peleliu, the relief to begin on 30 September., The remainder
of the day was spent in reconnoitering the areas to be occupied.

A detachment of Co L, embarked in LVTs, made a reconnaiss-
ance of Ngabad Island whlch was to be occup:;.ed by the company on
the following day.

At 1115,the RCT 321 CP was established at the radio statlon
in TX 156 G.

30_September 1944

The RCT 321 plan for the occupation and organization of the
northern Peleliu defense sector, which included that portion of
the island north of the 321 Inf Trail, was to divide it into twe
battalion areas of responsibility. The lst Bn was charged with
occupation, organization, and defense of the ground northeast of
East Roadj the 3d Bn with the area from the rear RCT boundary to
the East Road and including Ngabad and Carlson Islandso

Reconnaissance by the lst Bn of the Marine sector on north-
ern Peleliu was completed at 1200, 30 September, The lst and 2d

. Bns of the Fifth Marine Regt had operated through this area since

27 September and considered it free of the enemy, except for a
few snipers hiding in scattered and isolated caves. The relief
began at 1200 and was compléted at 1500, The Marine units were
assembled at the radio station and shuttled by DUKWs to the
southern part of Peleliuo

As Co B moved to its assigned positions alcng Hlll Row, Jap=
anese swarmed from Radar Hill to attack our troops ascending the
slope. A major skirmish ensued in which tanks and mortar fire
had to be employed to drive the Japanese back into their caves,
The company was unable to take the hill before dark and organ=
ized a perimeter defense for the night on the low gmund at its
base. . :
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Co A met strong resistance as it attempted to occupy a position
on a low-lying ridge just ‘to the east of the West Road, but was
‘able to secure the ground prior to dark. Co C moving into the
northernmost. ‘sector which included Akarakoro Pt and the ridge ex-
tending to the southwest met resistance from a considerable num-
ber of Japanese who had occupied undestroyed pillboxes and caves.
The company killed 4O Japanese that afternoon. A later recon-
naissance revealed that the en "f"was present in large numbers -
throughout the area. - RS L

Co I, reinforced w:\.t.h a platoon of medium tanks and a pla-

* toon of the 154 Engr (c) Bn, occupied the ridge along the east

coast of the island within the battalion sector. Co K and the

3d Bn Hq Co organized defenses along the west coast. Co L placed

one platoon on Ngabad Island and was preparing to move the remain-

der of the company to reinforce the Ngabad garrison and occupy
Carlson Island on the following day.

The 2d Bn continued organization of defensive positions on
Ngesebus. In the Courtemanche Ridge area a considerable number
of Japanese were discovered who offered stubborn resistance to
our troops before they were overcome. Elements of the battalion
occupied Kongauru Island, which was included in the Ngesebus de-
fense plan. During the day supplies were moved to Ngesebus to
build up a reserve stock. Wire communications over the channel
between Ngesebus and Pelel:Lu were also established.

RC'I.‘ 321 engmeers were engaged throughout ‘the dat in widen-

ing and repairing roads which had deteriorated rapidly because of
the incessant rainfall since 28 Septembera

1 October 1944

Beginning at  daylight 1 October, the lst Bn continued to
clear its sector of the numerous Japanese who still remained
within it. By 1145, 40 Japanese were killed by Co C in the palm
grove just south of Akarakoro Pt. Patrols of Co B made a system-

~ atic search of Radar Hill which resulted in the destruction of
many caves along the slopes and the discovery of the cave area in
- which the main body of the Japanese had fortified itself. At
1600 an attack was made on this area by a rifle platoon of Co B
and one engineer demolition squad. A strong counterattack by
the Japanese inflicted many casualties on our troops who were
, driven from the hill. In view of the strong resistance encoun-
© _tered on Radar Hill and the extensive mopping-up that still re-
mained to be done in the lst Bn area, the CO RCT 321 requested
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permission of Headgquarters lst Marine Division to reinforce the
lst Bn with one company of the 2d Bn on Ngesebus. The request
was granted at 1830 and orders issued for CO 2d Bn to meke one
rifle company available to CO lst Bn on Peleliu by 0800, 2 Octo=-
ber, ‘

The 2d Bn completed the mop-up of Ngesebus and Kongauru Is-
lands.  Considerable Japanese equipment, some in excellent operat-
ing condition, was found, including 75mm guns, 20mm AA guns, mach-
"~ ine guns, and ammunition of all types. Permission was requested
and secured by CO 2d Bn to utilize the 20mm rapid fire AA guns in
the anti-boat defense of the islands. Organization of defensive
positions continued throughout the day.

At 0700 two platoons of medium tanks were dispatched yto.thé
Seventh Marine Regt to assist in operations against the Umurbrogal
Mt pocket of Japanese resistance.

At 0740 the remainder of Co L departed from Purple Beach to
complete the relief of elements of the First Marine Regt still on
Ngabad, '

At 1950, 2 Japanese float planes made a feeble attempt to at-
tack Peleliu. Bombs were dropped in the water about 500 yards off
Purple Beach. The all clear signal came at 2145.

2 October 19414

At 0745; 2 October Co G joined the 1lst Bn on Peleliu and was
placed in position on the high ground in TX 156 N,T to support by
fire the attack of Co B on Radar Hill, Tanks were brought into
supporting positions in the palm grove south of Akarakoro Pt to
fire; if necessary, into the main Japanese cave area on the northe
ern slope and near the crest of the hill.,

At 1000 Co B attacked from the west and south. Only light
resistance was met as troops reached the crest and began to work
dovn the northern slope. Caves were attacked with flamethrower
and demolitions. - At 1700 all resistance had ended. An examins-
tion of the main cave revealed the presence of 100 Japanese who
had been killed by the explosive force of the heavy denolition
charges used by our troops. ‘

During the day the remainder of the lst Bn completed the mop-
-ping up of the entire northern sector, improved defense installa-
tions; and began clearing away the debris which littered the area,
~ One battery of the 8th Marine Bn 155mm guns was emplaced in the
1st Bn sector to protect the northern approach to Peleliu and fur-
nish support 'as necessary for such reconnaissance activities as
our troops might make of the islands to the north of Ngesebus and

k) ASSIFIED
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The 2d and 3d Bns continued the improvement of defenses in
their sectors. Ten additional stray Japanese were killed on Nge-
sebus and 8 on Carlson Island, which was now occupied by elements
of Co L, SRR ‘ -

Enemy activity flared up to the south in the Umurbrogal Mt
area. Japanese sniper, machine gun, and 37mm or 47mm fire made
passage along the West Road -a hazardous ventwre. It served to
further complicate the problem of getting supplies to RCT 321,
which was already made dlfflcult. by poor road conditions,

Heavy seas J.nterfered with the movenent of supplies to Ngese-
bus, Kongauru, Ngabad, = and Carlson Isla.nds, ‘where a. shortage of
food and water began to be felt.o R Lo

';2 Octobér 12&4'
Continued bad weather curtailed the unloadlng of supplies
from ships. The low level of food stocks made it necessary for

CO RCT 321 to issue orders for the conservation of food and water,
and as a result troops were placed on a two-meal—-a~day basis,

Dur:.ng the day the Seventh Marine Regb launched an attack
against the Umurbrogal Mt area. Some advances were made in the
south, but strong enemy resistance in the north prevented any
'gains° As a precautionary measure to prevent escape to the north
by the Japanese, one platoon Co I was placed on Hill 100 and one
platoon Co K along the 321 Inf Trail.,

Shortly before midnight, 20 Japanese walking northward along

the reef fringing the east shore were killed by machine gun fire
from coastal defensive positions to the north of Radar Hill,

L-8 October 1944

Throughout the period 4-8 October, RCT 321 continued the con-
struction of defensive works and ammunition storage areas, clearw
ing fields of fire, and improving roads and trails. Much was also
accompllshed in clearing away debris ,burymg enemy dead, and seal=-

ing caves,

Japanese infiltration showed a marked increase, . probably due
to the pressure exerted by lst Marine Division units on the enemy
- force trapped in the Umurbrogal Mt pocket., During this period 171
- Japanese were killed and one prisoner of war taken at a loss to
our troops of 8 killed, 1 missing, and 30 wounded.

-39-
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On 5 October, RCT 321 received oral warning orders to be pre-
pared to assume responsibility of the central combat zone, which
comprised the Umurbrogal Mt pocket. Plans were made immediately
for the relief of Co L on Ngabad and Carlson Islands by elements
of the Seventh Marine Regt and reconstitution of the remainder of
RCT 321. On 6 October the Fifth Marine Regt replaced the Seventh
Marine Regt in the central combat zone. The following day Co L
was relieved by troops of the Seventh Marine Regt and returned to
Peleliu where it occupied an assembly area in the vicinity of Co K.

At 1310, 7 October an oral order was received directing RCT
321 to seize Garakayo and destroy the enemy garrison force and
defense installations thereon, the mission to be completed prior
to 1800, 10 October. It was specified that a reinforced rifle
company constitute the landing force. This directive was confirm-
ed by a written order received on the following day (*). The mis-
sion to seize Garakayo was reassigned to the 2d Bn. Co F was des-
ignated the rifle element of the task force to conduct the opera-
‘tion. Preparations for the assault on Garakayo were completed on 8
October. = The 2d Bn shifted troops to occupy the defensive posi-
tions on Kongauru and Ngesebus which were vacated by Co F.

9 October 1944

The task force constituted for the seizure of Garakayo was
under the command of the executive officer, 2d Bn, and composed of
the following unitss

Co F, 321 Inf

2d Plat Co H, 321 Inf

Det Med Det, 321 Inf

Det Co A, 306 Engr (C) Bn

I&R Plat, 2d Bn, 321 Inf

Ln Gp, 316 FA Bn

Det Intelligence Det, 2d Bn, 321 Inf

Det Co A, 726 Amph Tractor Bn (10 LVT4A's)

Det 3d Armd Amph Tractor Bn (Marine){10 LVTAl's)

The task force was divided into two task groups for simultaneous
landings on the south and west beaches respectively. The plan of
maneuver after landing was for Task Group 1 to advance around the
eastern shore and Task Group 2 around the northern shore. After
a junction between groups was effected, the interior of the island
was to be mopped-up. Gunfire support for the landings was to .con-
'sist of barrages f{ired by the LVT 37mm, 75mm and .50 caliber guns
Jjust prior to the landings. :

(*) FO No 7=4i4, Hq lst Mdrlne Division, 8 October 1944
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Troops were embarked at 0655, 9 October and departed from the
south shore of Kongauru. The attack formation for each task group
was 5 amphlblan tanks (LVTAl) in the first wave and 5 amphibian per-
sonnel carriers (LVT4A) in the second wave., The force moved as a
unit until it reached a point approximately 500 yards from the south':
beach of Garakayo. Thereafter task troups proceeded separabely to
their assigned beacheso ‘ «

Task Group 1 landed on the south beach at 0720, Enemy machine

- gun fire from a cave in the ridge overlooking the beach and also
from Cordoray Island caused no casualties. The group advanced in-

- land to the base of the above mentioned ridge and reorganized in
preparatlon for continuing with the prearranged plan. The I&R pla-
toon, which was part of the Task Group l,ascended the ridge to esta-
blish an observation post and furnish security for the assembly and
beach areas, At 0830 infantry troops, supported by amphibian tanks,
. began to move along the shoreline to the planned rendezvous with .
: Task Group 2. at the northeastenn tlp of the 1sland.o

Task Group 2 landed on the west beach at 0730 w1thout opposi-
tion., One platoon was dispatched to the high ground due east of the
beach to establish an observation post and support the advance of
the remainder of the group along the north coast.An unoccupied vil=
lage was destroyed and 2 Japanese killed just north of the beach.At
0945, 3 Japanese machine gunners were killed along the north shore.

~ The two task groups joined forces at 1200 at the northeast tip
of the island after completing a reconnaissance of the area within
their zones of action to a depth of 75=300 yards from the shore line.
A number of enemy installations were found,some of which showed signs
of recent occupation. All were destmjedo The terrain was generally
of a rugged nature similar to that in the central combat zone of
Peleliu. The cliffs along the shore were honeycombed with caves,
After the junction of the task groups, infantry patrols were sent to
reconnoibter and mop-up the interior of the island. This was comple=
ted without incident,

Garakayo was declared secure at 1500, 9 October., Perimeter de-
fenses for the night were established along the north and south
shores, This was done in conformity with orders which changed the
original plan to return to Ngesebus after securing Garakayo ().
During the nlght 5 Japanese were killed in the vicinity of the
south beach, raising the total for the operation to 10 killed with-
out loss to our troops.

lO-ll‘October 1944

During the period 10-1l October, Co G (Reinf) replaced Co F as
defense force for Garakayo. Co F reoccupied its positions on Konga-
uru Island. - :

| (%) FO 8-44, Hq lst Marine Division, 10 October 194l
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At 1030, 11 October one platoon of Co G, embarked in LVTs,

 departed from Garakayo to investigate islands to the north. At

1130 troops landed on Bairakaseru. No opposition was encountered.
A thorough reconnaissance of the island rewealed it to be unoccu-
pled by the enemy, but numerous defense works indicated that the
island had been occupied in force in the past. Reconnaissances
were also made of Garyo, Ngemelis, and Arimasuku Islands, all of
which contained abandoned Japanese installations. Several Poly-
nesian natives were found on Arimasuku; the remaining islands
were unoccupied. - The platoon returned to Garakayo at 1800. Other
elements of Co G reconnoitered Cordoray, Galligan, and Turner Is-
lands, Just to the west of Garakayo, with negative results.

. At 1500, 11 October, RCT 321 was in recelpt of orders pursu-
ant to which it was to revert to III PhibCorps, effective 0800,

12 October (%#).  The mission 3851gned to RCT 321 was to occupy
and defend the’ eastern shore of Peleliu from Purple Beach inclu-
sive northward, the peninsula immediately north of Ngardololok,
and Ngabad, Almelda, Carlson, and Murphy Islands in addition to
those areas already occupied by the RCT. Responsibility for the
southern Peleliu area was assigned to the Island Gurrison Force.
The lst Marine Division was to continue in operations against the
enemy in the central combat zone.v

Reconnaissances of the newly assigned areas were completed
by dark 11 October, and preparations made for the movement of
troops which was to commence at 0800 the following day.

Progress by the 5th Merine Regt in the central combat zone
was slow, due to the fanatical resistance offered by the Japanese
defenders from their almost inaccessible mountain positions. Co
A, 710 Tank Bn supported these operations with all available
Tanks. Marine LVTs were assigned to RCT 321 for patrol purposes.

12 October 194J

.~’

At 0800,12 October troops begen to occupy the newly assigned
defense sectors., Co B moved to the eastern islands, Co K to the
Ngardololok area, and Co F to Murphy Island. The defense of Pur-
ple Beach was assigned to the 154 Engr (C) Bn (~) whose release
from Garrison Forces to RCT 321 was to be effective at 0800, 13
October on order of Hq III PhibCorps.

A patrol of Co G returned to Arimasuku Island with Instruc-
tions to remove the natives encountered in the reconnaissance of
the previous day. [Eleven natives were brought back to Garakayo
and subsequently sent to Peleliu,

(%) Operation Plan 12-44, Hq III PhibCorps, 10 October 194i4.
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The assault phase of the Palau Operation was officially de-
clared to be terminated on 12 October. However, a considerable
number of Japanese still remained in the Umurbrogal Mt area and
offered flerce resistance to our forces.

13 October 194k

At 1200, 13 October, RCT 321 was released from Corps reserve
and rea551gned for operational control to the lst Marine Divisim.
(#*) At 1500, orders from the lst Marine Division directed RCT
321 to relieve the Fifth Marine Regt in the central combat zone
during the period 15-16 October and launch an attack at 0700, 17
October to destroy the enemy remaining in the Umurbrogal Mt area.
(#¢)  Oral instructions from Headquarters 1lst Marine Division
changed the effective date for the beginning of the relief to 14
October with battalions of the 321 Inf to go into the line in the
order 2d Bn, 3d Bn, and lst Bn. Command of the central combat
zone was to pass to CO RCT 321 when two infantry battalions of
the RCT were committed in the line. Defense sectors vacated by
RCT 321 were to be occupied by the Fifth Marine Regt, which was
‘to pass into Corps reserve upon the completion of its relief.

The remainder of the day was spent in formulating detailed
plans for the relief of the Fifth Marine Regt and the conduct of
impending operations, to include supply and evacuation. Elements
of the 2d Bn conducted reconnaissances of the areas to be occu-
pied by them beginning at 0800 the following day. Preparations
were also made for aerial reconnaissances of the entire combat
zone, Marine units were acquainted with the RCT 321 plan for the
defense of the northern sector and the outlying islands.

14 QOctober 1944

By 1212, 14 October the 2d Bn was withdrawn from Ngesebus,
Kongauru, Murphy, and Garskayo ILslands and moved to an assembly
area just north of 321lst Inf Trail preparatory to  relieving the
3d Bn Fifth Marine Regt on the north-northeast flank of the poce
ket Co B was relieved on Ngabad, Almeida, and Carlson Islands,
but did not rejoin the lst Bn until the following day.

During the morning, the lst Bn 323 Inf, which had returned
from the Ulithi Atoll operation, arrived in Peleliu and was at-
tached by III PhibCorps to RCT 321. At 1300 it occupied an assem~
bly area in the vicinity of Ngardololok and began preparations to
relieve Marine units on the west-southwest flank of the pocket.,

(%)  Operation Plan 12-44, Hq III PhibCorps, 13 October 194l.
(#¢)  FO 9-i44, Hq lst Marine Division, 13 October 19i4.
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Troops on northern Peleliu continued a systematic search for
small groups of Japanese who managed to infiltrate into the area
from the south.  During the afternocon, a patrol of the lst Bn 321
Inf discovered a cleverly hidden Japanese medical aid station in
Hill Row “ at TX 156 Tl. The aid station was a large cave parti=-
tioned into two rooms, each approximately 50% x 15% x 10!,  Of the
three entrances into the cave one was protected by a Lewis Gun with
antiaircraft mount. A lighting system and radio station were in
one room. Fifty dead Japanese were found in the aid station, the
majority of whom had gun shot wounds in the head. Very few medlcal
supplies and no bandages or medical records were found.

15 Oc:tober 19_1.;4;

At 0800, 15 October the 2d Bn was committed in the line along :
Hill 140 and the ridge to the west thereof. Active reconnaissance '
of the combat zone was initiated immediately. ’

At 1500 the 3d Bn was withdrawn from its defense sector and
moved to an assembly area in rear of the southeast flank of the
pocket in preparation for relieving elements of the 1st Bn Fifth
Marine Regt along the east flank of the pocket. ‘ !

-

16 Getober 19

On the morning of 16 October the remaining elements of RCT 321
began their movement to complete the relief of Marine units in the .
central combat zone.

At 0800 the 1st Bn 323 Inf began replacing elements of the lst
Bn Fifth Marine Regt within its assigned zone of action on the west~
 southwest flank. The relief of the lst Bn Fifth Marine Regt was
completed at 1200 as the 3d Bn 321 Inf occupied Walt and Boyd Ridges
on the east flank.

At 1500 the 1st Bn, 321 Inf was removed from northern Peleliu
and placed 1in an assembly area at TX 141 H, from which it was to
pass. through Co F on the morning of 17 October to attack to the
south in conjunction with the 2d Bn. '

c The RCT CP at the radio station closed at 1100 and opened at |
the same time in TX 135 8. :

During the afternoon, one platoon of Co D, 88 Cml ans Bn :
arrived from Angaur and was attached to RCT 321 for operatlonso It

. occupied firing positions in TX 134 Q.

L9
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At 1500 the 2d Bn attempted to seize Brother No. 1,the north-
ernmost peak of the Five Brothers ridge lying immediately to the
south of Hill 140, in order to gain observation and position areas
for supporting weapons for the attack to be launched the following
morning. The mission was assigned to a platoon of Co G, which was
‘to be supported by fire from Co F in position on the ridge to the
west of Hill 140. To seize the objective it was necessary for the

- platoon of Co G to descend the souih;slopewéfyﬁill 140 and cross a

~ deep ravine before ascending the north slope of Brother No. 1. As

-troops reached the floor of the ravine they were met by intense
Japanese machine gun fire from positions defiladed from the sup-
porting fires of Co F.  Heavy casualties were suffered, including
the CO Co G, and troops were forced to withdraw. Our dead and
wounded had to be removed under cover of darkness. .

~ Enemy activity during the hours of darkness was widespread
throughout the RCT zone. Enémy patrols, apparently foraging for
food and water; made repeated attempts to raid installations of
the 1st Bn 323 Inf, but without success. Continual machine gun
and rifle fire came from the vicinity of the Five Brothers and the
area in front of the lst Bn 321 Inf. S '

Our artillery and 4.2" mortars delivered Qhérrassing fires

throughout the night on enemy positions on the Five Brothers ridge
and the northern wall of Wildcat Bowl. o

17 October 1944

No accurate information was available as to the number of Jap-
anese who were making their final stand in the fastnesses of the
Umurbrogal Mt. That it was considerable was evident from the
fierce resistance which the 1lst Marine Division met in attempting
to reduce the area. No appreciable dimunition of this resistance
was noticeable in spite of the considerable number of the enemy
who were killed in day to day combat and night infiltration, Rew
connaissance of the northern islands by the 2d Bn clearly indicated
that the forces which had garrisoned them had moved south for the
defense of Peleliu when our intentions to seize it became known.

. The attack by RCT 321 to destroy this enemy was launched at
0700, 17 October. Artillery and 4.2" mortars delivered a 10 min-
ute preparation to precede the assault. The plan of operations
was for the lst and 2d Bns to advance due south along the 323d Inf
and Five Brothers ridges respectively, while the 3d Bn and lst Bn
323 Inf held to their positions and delivered such supporting fires
as was possible to assist the attack by the assault battalions.

ﬁE,CLASS\F\ED -
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The 1lst Bn attacked in column of companies. At 0700 Co A,
the leading element, passed through Co F. Initial resistance was
light and consisted mainly of enemy sniper fire. The exceedingly
rugged terrain offered the greatest difficulty. At 1400, after
advancing approximately 200 yards, Co A was subjected to intense
machine gun fire from a strongly fortified pillbox supported by
fire from the many caves which abounded in the area. Co B was
committed along the rldge to the east of Co A in an effort to out-
flank the strongpoints in front of Co A. However, automatic fire
from enemy positions on the Five Brothers Ridge struck the flank
and rear of Co B. To avoid excessive casualtles, Cos A and B were .
withdrawn 25-75 yards to covered p031t10ns which they prepared for
the night's defense.

On the east, the 2d Bn attacked in column of companies with
Co E the leading element. = Intense mortar, machine gun, and rifle
fire from Brother No. 1 was directed at Co E immediately upon ini=-
tiation of the assault, in the face of which no advance could be
made. At 1400 an armored patrol of tanks and infantry was sent a-
long the East Road and into the saddle between Walt and Boyd Ridges
to neutralize caves in the north slope of Brother No. 1 and the
west wall of Walt Ridge. Many Japanese were driven from their caves
out into the open where they were taken under fire by our troops.
At 1600 the patrol returned without loss to personnel or equipment.

At 1745 an undetermined number of Japanese infiltrated or
moved through a series of caves to the south and were able to lay
mortar and automatic fire on the area occupied by the 4.2" chemi-
cal mortar platoon and Provisional Mortar Platoon of the 710 Tank
Bn. Weapons and ammunition were removed to new positions, but reg-
istration firing could not be completed prior to dark.

During the day leaflets were dropped by'plane inteo Japanese
positions. Information furnished by Headquarters lst Marine Divie
sion, which prepared the leaflet, was to the effect that the leaf-
lets were intended to incite the Japanese to counterattack.

Enemy patrols continued to forage for food and water during
the night. Mortar fire fell into the areas occupled by the 1st and
2d Bns, causing a number of casualties.

£

18 October 1944

The attack was resumed at 0900, 18 October., In the 1lst Bn 321
Inf zone, Co C replaced Co B which was withdrawn into battalion re-
serve. Strong enemy resistance from caves and fortifications which
covered all avenues of approach prevented any appreciable forward

DECLASSIFIED -5
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movement by our troops. The day was spent in constructing sand bag
- empleacements to protect troops on expd'sed forward positions and em-
placing 75mm pack howitzers for direct fire at.caves holding up the
advance. Co A succeeded in breaking down the steel door which pro-
tected one cave that was evidently a communlcat:\.ons center, ‘since
much radio equ:.pment was obs erved to be in it. ’

At 0900 the 2d Bn made its third attempt to seize Brother No.
1. Tanks and LVT flamethrowers were sent over the saddle to the
north of Walt Ridge and into the northern end of Mortimer Valley,
Their fire effectively neutralized the caves along the west wall
of Walt Ridge and the eastern and northern slopes of the Five Bro-
thers Ridge. Heavy concentrations of 4.2" and 8&lmm mortar fire
were placed along the top of the Five Brothers Ridge to soften de-
fenses. Under cover of this supportlng fire, Co E succeeded in
scaling Brother No. 1 at 1115., At 1200 Brother No. 2 was taken.
In an attempt to occupy as much of the ridge as possible, Co F by-
passed Co E and captured Brother No.:3 at 1330. Immedlat,ely there~
after intense machine gun and mortar fire from enemy positions on
Brothers No. 4 and 5, the southwestern tip of Walt = Ridge, and the
Five Sisters pinned Co F to the ground. - At 1450 a Japanese count= -
erattack began tsking shape as enemy troops were observed advancing
‘northward from Brothers No. 4 and 5, Reinforcements to Co F were
dispatched immediately, but could not reach the area in time. At
1600 the enemy counterattacked in strength and forced our troops
to withdraw from the entire ridge. Defenses for the night were es-
tablished at the base of Brother No. 1.

During morning, Co L Seventh Marine Regt was committed in the
sector of the lst Bn 323 Inf to eliminate the group of Japanese who
had infiltrated into the area and caused the evacuation of our mor-
tar units. In attacking one enemy occupied strong point, a medium
tank was struck by a land mine and was destroyed by the resulting
explosions of gasoline and ammunition. The CO Co L, an occupant of
the tank, and several others were killed. '

Surrender leaflets were dropped on the enemy in front of the

‘1lst and 2d Bns, but results were negative. On the front of Co A
321 Inf,a small group of Japanese was observed waving a white flag.
Japanese interpreter and loudspeaker were brought up in an effort
to induce them to surrender. However, results were aga.ln ‘negative.

During the hours of darkness, consid,érable enemy sniper and
patrol activity occurred along the southwestern perimeter. Effect-
ive Japanese mortar fire caused a nmr of casualties among troops
of the 1st and 2d Bns.

Throughout the night our mortars laid heavy concentrations of
Lo2Y and 8lmm mortar f:.re on Brot.hers No. 4 and 5 and the Wildcat
Bowl area. ,
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" On the morning of 19 October one company - of thss 3.51, Engr (c}
 Bn was attached to the lst Bn 323 Inf to relieve Co L Seventh Marw

- ine Regt and destroy the group of Japanese troops who had become =~
firmly entrenched along the southern slope of Umurbrogal Mt along

the southwestern perimeter.  Artillery was moved inm position s.t
1000 to assist the engineers in theﬁ.r mission. v

- With the aid of ?Smm pack hmvitzem, _the. 151; Bn - sw:sceedad in
clearing and sealing several caves within its zone of action, At
1525 it renewed its advance, but after gaining 25-50 yards it was = -
.stopped by int ense machlne gun and” rlfle flre to its front and .
. flanks. o : :

Activities of the 2d Bn were , confined to patrolling’- in the
vicinity of Brother No. 1 and reorganizing and replenishing sup-
- plies in preparation for another attempt to take the Five Brothers
Ridge, which more and more seemed to be the key to an advance along
the entire northern front. A napalm bomb strike requested by the 2d
Bn was delivered at 1400 by 16 Corsairs each carrying one 30 gallon
napalm bomb without igniter. Immediately after the planes had
cleared the area, 4.2" mortar HE shells were used to ignite the na-
palm., Many of the enemy were driven into the open in the vicinity
of Brothers No. 3 and 4 and along the front of the 1lst Bn and shot
by our troopso The napalm was very effectlve sgainst Japanese sni-
pers hiding in trees.,

A patrol of the 3d Bn, supported by M-10 tank destroyers,
entered Mortimer Valley by way of the saddle to the north of Walt
Ridge and attacked caves  along the west wall of Walt Hidge from
which the enemy could support positions on the Five Brothers Ridge.

Headquarters 8lst Infantry Division left Angaur and arrived on
Peleliu Island this date. It occupied an administrative bivouac
area in the vicinity of Purple Beach and prepared a battle command
post in the J apanese headquarters building adjacent to the Peleliu
airstrip.

20 October 194l

At 0800, 20 QOctober the responsibility for the ground defense
of the Southern Palau Islands and the continuation of operations to
destroy the enemy remaining on Peleliu passed from Headquarters III
PhibCorps to Headquarters 8lst Infantry Division (%). Fifth Marine
Regt (Rez.nf), which was to remain on Peleliu temporarily after the

S @ e am eam e M M e WP OW G G M @k R AR G MR R mm R GE en MR @O Om GR Gm e SR W e o

(%) Operation Plan li=kk, Hq III Phleorps s 18 October 1944
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departure of other elements of the 1lst Mar:me Dlnss.on, was attached '
to the Blst Infantry Division (). .

Orders issued by the Commanding General 8lst Infantry Division
charged the 321st Inf (Reinf) with the mission of continuing offen-
sive action to destroy the enemy remaining in the central combat
zone. Responsibility for the defense of the northern sector, in-
cluding all islands previously garrisoned by our troops, was assign-
ed to the Fifth Marine Regt. The beach defense of the southern sec-
tor was assigned to the 726th Amph Tractor Bn. The 8lst Division
Artillery with operational control over the 4th Bn, 11l Man.nes, 3d FA
Bn (155 Hows) Marines, and 8th FA Bn (155 guns) Marines was assigned
the mission of supporting the 321st Inf and the defense of Peleliu
and adjacent islands (3%), FEE

During the early morning of 20 October; Co C 323 Inf was with-
drawn from the perimeter for the purpose of clearing the southern
edge of Umurbrogal Mt of the enemy who continued a stubborn defense
from a series of caves and strongpoints. The presence of Japanese
in that area interfered greatly with our use of West Road, which was
still the only supply route to the north. Co C, reinforced with en-
gineer demolition teams, attacked at 0900 and advanced 200 yards
without serious opposition. Shortly after 1200, mortar and machine
gun fire pinned troops to the ground. Tanks were dispatched to as«
sist in the attack and with their support, the company advanced an-
other 100 yards. At 1400 Co B 321 Inf was moved to the south peri-
meter to occupy the positions vacated by Co C 323 Inf.

During the night, Co L repulsed an attack by the enemy who had
scaled the west wall of Walt Ridge from caves at the base of the
ridge. An unknown number of the enemy were killed by 3d Bn mortar
fire in the vicinity of Grinlinton Pond to the west of Walt Ridge.
Forward observers had reported a number of Japanese milling around
in the area.

21 October 194LL

At 0800, 21 October a napalm bomb strike was made on enemy
positions in front of the lst Bn 321 Inf following which the bat-
talion renewed its attack to the south. Co A on the right destroyed
a machine gun nest and mortar position; but fire from the west slope
of Brother No. 3 and progressively stronger enemy resistance along
the entire battalion front limited gains for the day to approximate~
1y 100 yards.

B T e WD WD D O ead TED SR G G T WD el N G G0 O ME ME B WG WO WS WO mS e WO B mS aw B WO

(*) Operation Plan l4=4l, Hq III PhibCorps, 18 October 1944.
(3%} FO No. 22, Hq 81 Ini‘ Div, 20 October 1944. ,
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The 24 Bn continued patrolling activities in vicinity of Bro-
ther No. 1. One patrol sent out during the morning was dispersed
by strong enemy fire from the east slope of the hill. Direct 75mm
pack howitzer and 37mm fire were placed on the area from which the
firing came and two caves were uncovered and destroyed. At 1300 a
combat patrol consisting of volunteers heavily armed with grenades,
set out on a mission to reach the top of Brother No. 1. The enemy
retaliated by hurling grenades on ‘our troops as they fought their
way up the slope. At 1700 the patrol was in command of the northern
portion of Brother No. 1. Co E was immediately rushed to the posi-
tion to fortify it against an expected Japanese counterattack.Sand-
bags were passed from hand to hand by troops who formed a chain from
the base to the top of the hill. By dark the position was organlzed
and our troops prepared to hold it.

At 1145 +the 3d Bn pla_ced a smoke screen over the south ene-
trance to Mortimer Valley between Walt Ridge and Brother No. 5.
Under cover of the smoke an infantry-tank-LVT flamethrower task
group entered the valley and attacked caves along the bases of the
Five Brothers and Walt Ridges. The group returned without loss at
1500, ‘

Along the southern edge of Umurbrogol Mt infantry-tank teams
of Co C 323 Inf made slow but steady progress against stubborn Jap-
anese resistance. Caves were methodically attacked and zealadto
prevent their reoccupation by the enemy.

At 1600 orders were issued for a coordinated attack by four
battalions at 0645, 22 October., The plan of operations provided for
an attack by the 1lst Bn 321 Inf to seize the high ground overlooking
Wildcat Bowl from the northwest; for the 2d Bn to capture the Five
Brothers Ridge; for the 3d Bn to seize that part of Walt Ridge still
in enemy possession and occupy Mortimer Valley; and for the lst Bn.
323 Inf to close in on the enemy along its entire front., Each bat-
talion was assigned a secondary mission of supporting the attack of
adjacent battalions with fire on specifically designated areas in
order to aveid promiscuous firing into our own troops. The attack
was to be preceeded by a napalm strike and preparatlon by 4.2¢ and
8lmm mortars.

Durlng the night small groups of the enemy made unsuccessful -
attempts to. drive elements of the 2d Bn from Brother No. 1. They
were repulsed with grenades. A second attempt was made by the ene-

. my to scale the west wall of Walt Ridge and attack positions occu-
pied by Co Lo It too was repulsed with grenades, Scattered Japa-
nese infiltration occurred in the sectors of the 1lst Bn 321 Inf and
lst Bn 323 Inf areas. A small group of the enemy infiltrated into
the regimental medical ares and attacked with grenades and automa-
tic fire, Medical personnel returned fire and the enemy withdrew.

DECLASSIFIED .
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22 Qctober 1944

From 0515 - 0630, 22 October enemy positions were subjected to
a mortar preparation and napalm bomb attack. At 0645 the ground
’attack was launched. ' : ‘

L The 2d Bn attacked with Co E on the left and Co G on the right.
Co F followed behind Co E. By 0900 Co E completed ' the seizure of
Brother No. 1 and advanced a platoon across Brother No. 2 to No. 3,
in order to.cover the construction of sandbag fortifications on
~ Brother No. 2 by Co Fo  The task of getting sand-filled bags and
< the supply of ammunition up the pr601p1tous slope to the top of the
““rldge was a tedious one, Moreover, troops were- exposed to Japanese

~ sniper fire which came from the western slope of Walt Ridge and the

;unoccupled part of the Brothers Ridge. . Throughout the day, carryu

‘ing parties made up of technicians from headquarters and service

‘,units, CP Defense Platoon, and engineers assisted infantry troops
in haullng the material to consolidate the newly won position. By
dark Brothers Nos. 1 and 2 were completely fortified. ~Co G at=
tempted to advance along the western slope of the ‘Brothers - ‘Ridge,
but intense Japanese rifle fire prevented an advance beyond Bro=-
- ther No. 2. The company turned to the west and moved 75 yards along
the rim of a ledge inclosing a deep hollow just to the west of Bro~
ther No. 2. From this position it was possible to brlng flre to hnr
on Brother No. 5. : .

. The 3d Bn attacked with Co I, supported by twb,platoons‘of,
medium tanks, three M=10 tank destroyers, and two LVT flamethrow-
ers, entering Mortimer Valley from the north. The force made rapid
progress as it advanced southward. A number of Japanese fought from
~holes and fissures in the coral rock formation around Grinlinton
Pond., Under cover of supporting tank fire, infantry troops advanced
from position to position to destroy the enemy. Caves in the walls
- of the valley were attacked with flamethrower and demolitions. By
1100 Co I had completed a sweep of the valley and turned west to ate-
tack caves at the base of the Five Sisters. A total of 35 known
Japanese, including 2 officers, were killed; an uncounted number
were destroyed and sealed within the caves from which they resisted
our advances. At 1600 the company established defenses for the
night around the base of Walt Ridge. With the aid of sandbags,
tanks, and spotlights devised from vehicular equipment the company
was prepared to hold for the night. Co L, from positions on the
east slope of Walt Ridge, advanced across the ridge and established
defenses on the western rim. Heavy automatic fire was drawn from
- enemy positions on the Five Sisters.

e‘Strong enemy resistance elsewhere along the perimeter preven-
ted our troops from making any appreciable gains.
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~During the day the remainder of RCT 323 (less the 155th Engr
(C) Bn),which had arrived from Ulithi on 21 October, completed the
unloading of personnel and ocoupled a blvouac area 600 yards inland
from Purple Beacho

The -enemy was particularly active during the hours of darkness.
At 2000 a counterattack on the southern edge of Umurbrogal Mt
forced one platoon of Co € 323 Inf to withdraw approximately 100
yards. Co E 323 Inf was moved from its bivouac area to reinforce
Co C. At the same time, a counterattack against the left flank of
Co A 323 Inf caused troops to withdraw from their ridge positions,
leaving a gap between the lst Bn 323 Inf and lst Bn 321 Inf. Short-
ly before daylight Co F repulsed a determined enemy attempt to re-
take Brother No. 2 and killed 20 Japanese.

23 October 1944

At daybreak, 23 October the left flank platoon of Co A 323 Inf
reoccupied its positions on the ridge, closing the perimeter,

The 2d Bn spent the morning strengthening positions on Bro-
thers No. 1 and No. 2 and making preparations for an attack on
Brother No. 4 that afternoon. Fire support for the attack was to
be furnished by the 3d Bn from Walt Ridge and medium tanks at the
south end of Mortimer Valley in order to neutralize enemy positions
on Brother No. 5 and the Five Sisters.  The attack was launched at
1500 by Co E from its position on Brother No. 1. By dark Brother
‘No. 4 was secure and fortified with sandbag emplacements.

In the 3d Bn sector, Co K was moved from Boyd Ridge to Walt
Ridge and Co L occupied positions to block the south exit from
Mortimer Valley, thus tightening the perimeter on the ' east flank.
Co I remained in position around Grinlinton Pond.

Undiminished enemy resistance continued along the front of the
1st Bn 321 Inf, The strength of Japanese defensive positions and
the limited avenues of approach thereto made it necessary to con-
struct sandbag fortifications along the route of advance to enable
our troops to hold on to what was gained. Without such protection
our troops were. open to deadly enemy sniper fire from a myriad of
crags, fissures, and caves., At times it became necessary to push
sandbags forward with poles in order to emplace the first layer and
afford protection for those who crawled forward to complete the
work. The conventional method of covering such activities with fire
could not be employed, since the terrain was such that sandbag em-
placements had first to be constructed for the base of fire itself,

In the south, Co C and Co E 323 Inf, supported by a platoon of
tanks, succeeded in forcing the Japanese on the southern edge of
Umurbrogal Mt to withdraw approximately 200 yards northward towards
the main enemy area of resistance.
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During the hours of darkness the enemy twice attempted to
drive Co E from Brother No. 4, but were repulsed with grenades.
Twenty Japanese were killed in the vicinity of Grinlinton Pond as
they were apparently trying to replenish their water supply.

24 October 1944

The 2d Bn spent 24 October in strengthening its positions a-
long the Five Brothers Ridge. The 3d Bn continued clearing and
sealing caves in Mortimer Valley. The lst Bn made slight gains
in its zone of action and destroyed a strongly fortified cave pro-
tected by 4 machine guns. At the southern edge of Umurbrogal Mt
Co C 323 Inf continued driving the enemy to the north. Elements of
the company made contact with troops on the right flank of Co A 323
Inf, thus blocking an escape route'to the West Road. o

At 1700 the Division issued orders directing the 323 Inf to
relieve the lst and 2d Bns 32lst Inf with one battalion of the 323d
Inf prior to dark on 25 October and for CO 323d Inf to assume come
mand of the central combat zone at 0800, 26 October. The 3d Bn 3lst
Inf, Co D 88th Cml Wpns Bn,and Co C 306 Med Bn were attached to the
323d Inf. Direct support of impending operations by the 323d Inf
was to be furnished by the 906th FA Bn,3l6th FA Bn upon its arrival
from Angaur,306th Engr (C) Bn, and the equivalent of one company of
the 710th Tank Bn. The orders further directed the 32Lst Inf, with
the 8lst Cav Ren Tp attached,to effect the relief of the 2d Bn Sev-
enth Marine Regt on the eastern islands with the 8lst Cav Ren Tp
by 0900, 26 October and to relieve the Fifth Marine Regt in the
northern defense sector by 1200 the same day. The 8lst Division
Artillery was ordered to relieve the 4th Bn 1lth Marine Regt by
1200, 25 October and to support the operations of the 323d Inf and
defense of Peleliu and adjacent islands. Beach defense in the sou~

thern sector remained with the 726th Amph Tractor Bn (3¢).

During the night, a number of Japanese were heard talking in
the southern part of Mortimer Valley, which had become somewhat of
a no men's land since Co I's infantry-tank-LVI sweep of it on 22
October. In the belief that the Japanese were trying to surrender,
interpreter personnel were brought forward to broadcast via a loud-
speaker. Results were negative. '

The enemy made another attempt to recapture the Five Brothers
Ridge. A night long battle ensued in which grenades were tossed
back and forth at extremely close range. The attack was repulsed
with 25 Japanese killed. Co E and Co F both suffered numerous cas~
ualties, C

(*) FO No. 23, Hq 81 Inf Div, 24 October 194.
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25 October 125g

The relief of the 321st Inf began at 0600, 25 October as Co I
323d Inf replaced Co E and Co F on the Five Brothers Ridge. The
remainder of the 3d Bn 323d Inf relieéeved the lst Bn 321lst Inf along
the northwest per:x.meter° Co B 321st Inf was relieved by elements
of the 2d Bn 323d Inf in the sector just south of Old Baldy and the
Five Sisters. - The relief of the 321st Inf was completed by 1400.
The remainder of the day was spent by the 323d Inf in familiarizing
itself with the terrain over which it was to operate, hauling sup-
plies forward, and strengthenlng defensive p051t10ns along the per-
1meterc, :

, At lhDO the 2d Bn 32lst Inf was assembled on Ngesebus and made
preparations to relieve the Fifth Marine Regt on the northern is=-
lands. The lst Bn occupied an assembly area in v1cln1ty of the ra~
dio station for a brief rest perlod prior to assuming the defense
of northern Peleliu,

During the night two prisoners of war were captured. Inter-
rogation of them indicated that 500-600 Japanese still remained in
 the area, of whom approximately half were sick or wounded and with-
out medical care; the remainder were under orders to fight to the
death, : ‘

26 October 1944

-At ‘0800, 26 October The CO 323d Inf, Col. Arthur P. Watson,
assumed command of the central combat zone., The regimental commend
post was opened in a captured enemy blockhouse at TX 133 S, The
321st Inf, as defense force for the northern Peleliu sector, opened
its command post at the Japanese Radio Station in TX 156 G.

Activity by the 323d Inf during the dey consisted of patrol-
ling along the front of the entire perimeter, blowing of caves in
rear areas to prevent their reoccupation by the enemy, bringing
supplies forward to = advanced positions, and improving defense in-
stallations. At 1240, Co E which was engaged in searching out Jap-
anese occupled caves on the southern edge of Umurbrogal Mt, was
heavily hit by the explosion of a Japanese aerial bomb used as a

" land mine, Casualties were 4 killed and 29 wounded. Further recon-
naissance of the area revealed it to be strewn with aerial bombs,
some of which were booby trapped.

The 8lst Cav Ren Tp relieved the 2d Bn Seventh Marine Regt at
0900 when it occupied Ngabad and Carlson Islands. A reconnaissance
detachment consisting of one platecon embarked in LVTs and supported
by amphibian tanks,landed on Ngargersiul Island at 1730. A thorough
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search of the island was made, but it was found to be unoccupied.
A defense and observation post were established on the island.

By 1200 the 32Llst Inf completed the relief of Marine units on
northern Peleliu and outlying islands and the Fifth Marine Regt
(Reinf) was relieved of further duty with the Division.

Considerable enemy activity. occurred during the hours of dark-
ness. Three successive attacks were made on positions occupied by
Co B along the western perimeter. All were repulsed with the aid
of heavy mortar barrages. At midnight Co K  repulsed a strong at-
tack on its position on the north of the perimeter. Shortly be=-
fore daylight the Japanese made another determined effort to dis- -
lodge Co I from Brother No. Lo - A furious battle ensued in which
our troops and the enemy attacked each other with grenades. A
shortage of ammunition caused Co I to withdraw from its most ad-
vanced positions along the ridge, but these were reoccupled at day- -
bresk. Thirty Japanese were killed. A water carrying party of 7
-Japanese was wiped out as Co I 321lst Inf suddenly illuminated the
Grinlinton Pond area with a spotlight and opened fire with machine
guns,

27~3l‘0c£ober;l9A4‘

During the period 27-31 October the 323d Inf continued to im-
prove its defenses, as heavy rains and poor visibility reduced op-
erations to a minimum., Pack howitzers were emplaced on high ground
and sandbagged to protect crews from enemy sniper fire, Slight
daily gains were made - on the northwest by Co K which succeeded in
advancing its front on line with Co L to its right. Co C continued
operations to clear the area in rear of the southwestern perimeter.
A number of aerial bombs were discovered and detonated. In several
instances it was discovered that the Japanese replaced mines in
areas which had been previously reconnoitered and cleared by our
troops. During the morning 29 October Co L 321 Inf relieved Co I
321 Inf in the Mortimer Valley at the base of Walt Ridge. On 29
October a 2d Bn tank=infantry patrol advanced 200 yards northward
along Death Valley.One tank detonated a land mine and lost a track,

- but only light enemy sniper fire was encountered.

Enemy reaction to our seizure of the commanding terrain on the
Five Brothers Ridge and the high ground in Co K's zone to the west
continued unabated. During the night 27-28 October a strong attack
was directed against Co K, forcing it to withdraw slightly from its
forward positions. Thirty-five Japanese were killed and the ground
reoccupied by Co K shortly after daylight. During the nights 27-28
and 28-29 October two more unsuccessful attempts were made by the
enemy to recapture Brother No. 4.

DECLASSIFED ™





